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Sponsor's statement:

This blll establishes the statutory direction for the urban
environmental concerns program. The Legislature included a $100,000.00
appropriation for aid for such concerns in the 1979 budget.  The bill

allows for the implementation of that appropriation.
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SENATE, No. 3073

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED JANUARY 25, 1979

By Senator MERLINO
Referred to Committee on Revenue, Finance and Appropriations

Ax Act relating to the urban environmental concerns program,
providing State aid to certain environmental agencies and supple-
menting Title 13 of the Revised Statutes.

Br 1 svacTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the ‘“Aid for
Urban Environmental Concerns Aect.”’

2. The Legislature hereby finds and declares that urban com-
munities, where the high population and building densities, aged
housing stock, economic decline and incidence of poverty present -
special problems, have unique environmental concerns; and that
State assistance can help environmental agencies meet such
concerns.

3. As used in this act:
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a. ‘““Department’’ means the Department of Environmental Pro-

tection.
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b. ‘“Eligible municipality’’ means a municipality eligible for aid
pursuant to P. L. 1978, ¢. 14 (C. 52:27D-178 et seq.) or pursuant to
the ‘“‘Depressed Rural Centers Aid Aect,”” P. L. 1977, c. 260
(C. 52:27D-162 et seq.).

e. ‘““Environmental agency’ means (1) a municipal parks or

W 0o =3 S O

recreation department or commission; (2) a municipal planning
10 department or board; (3) a municipal environmental commission,
‘ 11 (4) a county parks department or commission, or (5) a county

12 environmental commission.

13 d. ““Project’” may include, hut is not limited to, artwork in public

14 places, street scaping, flower gardens, flowering trees, neighbor-
' 15 hood sitting places and recreation areas.

1 4. The department may grant up to $10,000.00 per vear in State

2 aid to any environmental ageney for a project or projects address-
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ing urban environmental concerns within an eligible municipality.




o

i
i
i 4

[a1}

2

The countribution by the department shall not exceed 80% of the
cost of the project which qualifies for assistance under this act.

D. This aect shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
This bill establishes the statutory direction for the urban environ.
mental concerns program. The Legislature included a $100,000.00
appropriation for aid for such concerns in the 1979 budget. The

bill allows for the implementation of that appropriation.




FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

FOR IIDMEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

MARCH 27, 1979 PAT SWEENEY

Governor Brendan Byrne today signed the following bills_in-a pﬁBlic ceremony:
A-1654, sponsored by Assemblywohan Barbara P. Berman‘(D~Caﬁdenj, appropriates
$46 million to the>Department of Eﬁviroﬁment;l Protection,‘frém‘thé 1974 Green
Acres Fund, for recreation and cdnéervafion purposes. The breakdogﬁ is as follows:
$6 million for State acquisitionAbf land‘for recreation and conéerQétion; $20 million
far State grants to assist local units of government to acquiré léﬁds;Aand:$2O million
for State grants to assist local units of.government to &évelop iaﬁas.

The Governor praised the Berman-sponsored bill as "2 further advance in providing
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opénbspace tﬁrough the popular, worthwhile Green Acres progfam.f
S-1196, sﬁonsored by Senator William J. Hamilton (D—Middlesexj, apbropriates
.$6 million in CGreen Acres funds for State acquisition of‘léﬁds to‘bénihéiuded in

Pigedn.Swamp Staﬁe Park, South Brunéwick;.Middlésex Countj;w-Tﬁé su;.of $4 million
will come from the 1974 Green Acres Fund and $é ﬁillion will éomehfioﬁifhé 1971
Green Acres Fund. |
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S—éﬂé;, sponsored by Senate President Joseph P. Merlino (D4ﬁércer), establishes
the 1égislati§e intent for the Urban Eﬁ&ironmental Concernéqubgram,-éﬁopsored by the

Départﬁent of Environmental Protection; The‘Legislature inéluded a $iOO,dOO éppropria—
tion for aid forisuch concerns in the Fiscal Year 1979 Budget.

| Under this bill,.urban aid mdnicipélities and municipalities eligible for aid
under the "Depressed Rural Centers ‘Aid Act" would be eligible for a State gr%ht of

ﬁp to 80 percént of thé costAof aﬁ ﬁrban enVironméﬁt;1 projectAsucﬁ as;art-wérk in
public places, flower gardeﬁs and recreational zreas. Grants could be made to a

runicipal parks department, environmental commission, county parks department or

county environmental commission.
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