
2B:/-'/ 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECKLIST
 
Compiled by the NJ state Law Library
 

(Electronic access--court computer) 
SA: 2B:1-4 

LAWS OF: 1994 CHAPTER: 54 

BILL NO: A1149 

SPONSOR(S): stuhltrager and Collins 

DATE INTRODUCED: February 7, 1994 

COHMITTEE: ASSEMBLY: Appropriations; JUdiciary 

SENATE: 

AKENDED DURING PASSAGE: No 

DATE OF PASSAGE: ASSEMBLY: March 28, 1994 

SENATE: May 23, 1994 

DATE OF APPROVAL: June 24, 1994 

FOLLOWING STATEHENTS ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE: 

SPONSOR STATEHENT: Yes 

1.,JHMITTEE STATEKENT: ASSEMBLY: Yes 3-15-94 & •• ~-1-9't 

SENATE: No 

FISCAL NOTE: Yes 

VETO MESSAGE: No 
'f.. 

MESSAGE ON SIGNING: No 

FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED: 

REPORTS: No 
,: -

HEARINGS: No 
....-.' . 

. -~. 

KBG:pp ,, . 
' 

. '.~' . 

;1.-:. 



h _..:...·..44_.._ · ·..__·_._. -.- &~< __ 

It 
C.ZB:I-4 

P.L.1994. CHAPTER 54, flptII'O_ June 24. JtH 

1994 Assembly No. 1149 
! 
i 
\ 
j 

J AN ACT concemina electronic access to court records and i 
I

2 supplementing Title 2B of the New Jersey Statutes. I 
j 

3 

4 BE IT ENACTED ".... the St!ftQte and Gt!rt~' A..em"'.... 0/ the ! 
5 State 0/ New Jer,eJ/: I 

I 
\ 

6 1. Electronic Access to Court Records.
 
1 a. The Administrative Office of the Courts is authorized to
 !
8 develop and operate an automated data processing system that ! 
9 allows the public to access court infonnation and to file court \ 

10 documents. pursuant to such directives. rules and regulations as 
11 the Supreme Court may adopt. I 
12 b. Individuals. organizations or governmental agencies who 
13 request automated or electronic access tbroush common carrier 
14 telephone company communications to computerized record I
15 infonnation maintained by the Admir.Jstretive Office of the i 

16 Courts and the Judiciary, or who request the option to file le,&1 I 
17 court case infonnation UIinI a computer-to-computer link 
18 tbro. common carrier telephone company communication, in 
19 addition to any other applicable fees. shall pay for the cost of 
20 this service accordins to fee schedules adopted by the Supreme 
21 Court. 
22 c. The proceeds collected by the Administrative Office of the 
23 Courts pursuant to this act shall be deposited in the "Court 
24 Computer Information System Fund" which is hereby estabUshed 
25 as a separate fund in the General Fund. to be administered by the 
26 Administrative Office of the Courts and dedicated to the ,
27 development. establishment. operation and maintenance of 
28 computerized court infonnation systems in the Judiciary. 
29 . d. Subject to the approval of the Supreme Court. the 
30 Administrative Office of the Courts is authorized to contract o 
31 with aovemmental ..encles or col'POrations for their "tance 
32 in the development. establi8hmr' '. operatil6&' .md maintenance of 
33 the automated system created in accordance with this act. SUch 
34 IUiatancl may include the initial collection of UMr fea ud 
35 other proceeds for the system and may be paid for from the fe. 
38 and proce" collected UDder this act. ,",8 net fees and proceeds 
31 80 collected IhalJ be depalited In the "Court Computer 
38 Infomation S,ltems Fund" created bJ this act. 
39 2. '"'II act ahaIl take errect Immediately. 
40 
41 
42 STATEMENT 
43 "Ii. bUi44 would authoriae the AdmlniatrativI atricI or the 
41 Courtl to develop and ope,ate a computer l)'Item that would 
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1 aDow electmnic KC811 to court iDfonnation and would aUow the 
2 public to fUe court documents electroaicallJ. 11le Aoc would 
3 _tabUIb a fee schedule for use of the computer ayatem. Fe.. 
4 collected would be deposited in a "Court Computer Infonnation 
5 Systems Fund," which would be dedil:ated to the development, 
6 operation and maintenance of computerized court information 
1 systems. 
8 lbe bID also authoriZe!! the AOC to contract with 
9 govemmental ..encies or corporations for their assistance. 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 Authorizes development and operation of computer system which 
15 would allow electronic access to, and electronic filina of, court 
16 records. 



AmfBLY.lo.11_ 

SfAlI OF lEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED FEBRUAllY 1.1994 

By Assemblymen STUHLTRACEil and COLUNS 

J AN ACT concemilll electronic access to court records and 
2 supplementint Title 2B of the New Jeney Statutes. 

\3 1 

4 BE IT ENACTED by tile SertGte and Genera' Auembly 0/ the i 
5 State 0/ New J.,.,ey: i6 1. Electronic Access to Court Records. j
1 a. The AdmJnistrative Office of the Courts is authorized to i 
8 develop and operate an automated data pI'OCessina system that I 
9 allows the public to accUl court infonnation and to fUe court i 

10 documents, pursuant to such directives. ndes and replations 8& I 
11 the Supreme Court may adopt. 
12 b. Individuala. oqanizations or 80vemmental qencies who I 
13 request automated or electronic aCC888 throuah common carrier I 
14 telephone compllllY communicatiODS to computerized record 
15 infonnation maintained by the Administrative Office of the 
16 Courts and the Judiciary. or who request· the option to rne le,al 
11 court cue infonnation using a computer-to-computer link 
18 throUlh common carrier telephone company communication. in 
19 addition to any other applicable fees, shall pay for the cost of 
20 this .ervice accordinl to fee schedules adopted by the Supreme 
21 (',gurt. 
22 c. The pl'OCe~ collected by the Administrative Office of the 
23 Courts PUl'8U8Dt to this act shall be deposited in the "Court 
24 Computer Infonnation System Fund" which is hereby established 
25 IS a separate fund in the General Fund. to be administered by the 
26 Administrative Office of the Courts and dedicated to the o 
21 development. establilhment. operation and maintenance of 
28 computerized court infonnation systems in the Judiciary. 
29 d. Subject to thfl approval • the Supreme Court, the 
30 Administrative Orlice of the Courts is authorized to contract 
31 with 80vemmental lIencies or corporations for their Bllistance 
32 in the development. establishment. operation and mainterumc8 01 
33 the automated system created in accordance with this act. Such 
34 aaaistance may include the initial collection of ...r Ie. and 
35 other pl'OCeeds for the ayatem and may be paid for fmm the fe. 
36 and pl'OCeeds collected under thiI ICt. The net re. ... proaeedl 
31 10 collected shall be depalited In the "Court Computer 
38 IDfonnation Systems Fund" created br this act. 
39 2. This act shall take effect immediatel,. 
40 
41 
42 STATEMENT 
43 
44 This bill would authorize the AdmJn1atraUve otftce of the 
45 Courts to develop and operate a computer ayatem that WDUId 
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1 allow electDdc ~ to aaurt .....u. ... would ....." tile 
2 public: to file court doc:um8ata "'t._II,. AOC ..... 
3 establilb a I• ...... ror ... 01 tII8 .....t. spt r.. _ 
4 collected would be depalited In • -Court CalnpUt., ..., ttoa 
& SJat... Fund.· which would be dedicated to the _ . 
8 operatioD ... maiDtenance of compuieriJed ooUa""t inform:tlo!! 
1 &yItema. 
8 The bill ,180 authorizes tbe AOC to contract with 
9 sovemmental qencies or corporations for their llllistance. 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 'Authorizes development and operation of computer &yItem which 
15 would allow electronic access to, and electronic filina of. court 
18 records. 



ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ABMBLY, No. 1149 

SfATE OF NEW JERSEy 

DATED: MARCH 15,1994 

The Assembly Appropriations Committee reports favorably 
Assembly Bill No. 1149. 

Assembly Bill No. 1149 authorizes the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (ADe) to develop and operate a computer system that 
would allow electronic aCC88& to court inComlation and would allow 
the public to file court documents electronically, subject to 
directives, rules and regulations adopted by the Supreme Court. 

The bill authorizes the AOC to contract, subject to the approval 
of the Supreme Court. with IDvemmental agencies or corporations 
for assistance in the development, operation and maintenance of 
the system. 

This system is intended to provide an altemative to the current 
system of access to infonnation and filing, not to supplant the 
current system. A pilot prolram hu been operating with nine law 
firms, pennitting the firms to make inquiries by computer. 

The AOC would establish a fee schedule for use of the computer . 
system by individuals, organizations or govemmental agencies. 
Fees 10 collected would be deposited in a "Court Computer 
Information Systems Fund, " which would be dedicated to the 
development, operation and maintenance of computerized court 
infonnation systems and would be administered by the AOC. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Bued on use experience fJQm the pilot program with nine users, 
a hypothetical user fee of 0'" dollar per minute and projected staff, 
hardware, software and services costs. the AOC estimates: first 
year costs of '34.311 and "81 of '38.750; second year c,.,ts of 
$581.078 and fell of S588,OODi and third year CO!.'11 of $860,5b6 and 
fees of $882,000. The fil'lt year AOC COlt and fee estimates are 
based on predictions that the plOII'am can be expanded to 50 system 
users in the first year with additional staff and usinl only the pilot 
prolram hardware and software. The eecond and third year COlt 
and fee estimates are baaed on predictions that the system could be 
expanded to 200 users by FY tHI and 300 users by FY 1998 with 
further staff increases and additional hardware, software and 
service roosts. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW AND PUBUC SAFETY
 
COMMITrEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

AmmLY, No. 1149 

STATE OF NEW JERSEy 

DATED: FEBRUARY 7, 1994 

The Assembly Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Committee 
reports favorably Assembly Bill No. 1149. 

This bill would authorize the Administrative Office of the 

i
f 

Courts to develop and operate a computer system that would allow 
electronic acc8lll to court infonnation and would allow the public to 
file court documents electronically. This access and filina would be 
subject to directives, rules and regulations adopted by the Supreme 
Court. I

The AOC would establish a fee schedule for use of the computer 
system by individuals, organizations or govemmental agencies. 
Fees 10 coUected would be deposited in a "Court Computer 
IDfomalion Systems Fund," which would be dedicated to the 
development, operation and maintenance of computerized court 
infonnation systems and would be administered by the AOC. 

111e bill a1&o authorizes the AOC to contract with IOvemmental 
81encies or corporations for their 888istance. subject to the 
approval of the Supreme Court. 

11da system is intended to provide an alternative to the current 
system of access to infonnation and filing, not to supplant the 
current system. The objective is to have the users fund the system 
fully. A pilot program has been operating with nine law finns 
pennittina them to make inquiries by computer. 
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FISCAL NOTE TO 

.......,T...
jn. 

HAD OPIIILW..... 

DATED: MARCH 21, 1994 

Assembly. Bill No. 1149 of 1994 authorizes the Administrative 
Office of the Courts (AOC) to develop and operate a computer 
system that would allow electronic aCCB88 to court infonnation 8Ild 
allow the pubUc to file court docmnents electronically. 

The bill directs the Supreme Court to establillh a fee schedule 
for use of the system by individuels, oraanizatioos or lUYemmental 
asencles 8Ild establishes the "Court Computer Infonnation Systems 
Fund," into which all fees will be deposited. 'Ibis fund will be 
dedicated to the development, operation 8Ild mainten8llce of 
computerized court infonnatien systems 8Ild be administered by the 
AOC. 

'lbe AOC estimates that 888UIIling III April 1994 enactment, 
there will be 60 users contributtna $38.760 in fee revenue in FY 
1994. 200 US6rB contributing $688,000 1.'1 fee l"AVenue in FY 1996, 
ad 300 uurs contributm, $882.000 in fee revenue in FY 1998. The 
projected revenue is bued 00 a hypothetical cost to the users of 
ooe dollar per minute end en averase usase of 2,940 minutes per 
user. 

According to the AOC. current hardware 8Ild software are 
suffici..t to accommodate the first 60 users of the sptem. An 
additional &employees would be required to operate the spt8lll. for 
a pro-rated flrat year salary cost of '28.828. Pl'OCeuJna and 
CGIIIIDUDicatloal COlts would total $7,383. for a first-year COlt of 
'34.311 end a fint-Ydar 81I1Plus of '2.439. 

For the MCCJDd year the AOC estimates '280.812 in salary md 
fringe benefits COlts for 8 employees. $138.128 in pmceuJna 8Ild 
conununlcatianl COlts, $37,000 in administrative costs. and 
'141.140 In 8Oftware, hardware and other costs. totallinl '681.078 
with a 81I1Plul of '8.822. 

Third-year costs would total $387,019 in salary md frinae 
benefits for 7 employe.. '212.192 in pmcualnS ad 
communications costs, $30,000 in administ ··ive costs. ad 
$261,347 In 8Oftware, hardware end other costs. totalUns $860.568 
with a surplus of $21.442. 

The Office of Legislative Services concurs. 

This fiscal note has been prepared pursumt to P.L.19BO, c.87• 

•
 

•
 

I 


	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	SPONSOR'S STATEMENT
	ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE STATEMENT 3-15-94
	ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE STATEMENT 2-7-94
	FISCAL NOTE

