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CHAPTER ~.L LAWS OF N,. J. 19..{{:
/j./ ..

APPROVED !:L :.Vr:::: ..0:: .

[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

ASSEMBLY, No. 165

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED JANUARY 24, 1966

By Assemblymen BRADY, McLEON and POLICASTRO

Referred to Committee on State Government

AN ACT concerning firearms and other dangerous weapons and revising, repeal-

ing and supplementing parts of the statutory law.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New

2 Jersey:

1 1. Section 2A:151-1 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 2A :151-1. The following definitions apply to this chapter:

4 a. Firearm or firearms includes any pistol, revolve1', rifle, shotgun,

5 machine gun, automatic and semiautomatic rifle, or other firearm as the term

6 is commonly used, or any gun, device or instrument *in the nature of a wea-

7 pon* from which may be fired or ejected any solid projectile, ball, slug,

8 pellet, missile or bullet, or any gas, vapor or other noxious thing, by means

9 of a cartridge or shell or by the action of an explosive or the igniting of

10 flammable or explosive substances «< [, or otherwise]. «<

lOA *It shall also include, without limitation, any firearm which is in the

lOB nature of any air gun, spring gun or pistol, carbon dioxide or compressed

10c air gun or pistol, or other weapon of a similar nature in which the propelling

lOD force is a spring, elastic band, carbon dioxide, compressed or other gas, or

10E vapor, air or compressed air, or is ignited by compressed air, and ejecting

10F a bullet or missile smaller than 3/8 of an inch in diameter, with sufficient force

lOG to injure the person.*

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted
and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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11 b. [The words "pistol" or "revolver" as used in this chapter include a 

12 shotgun, rifle or other] Pistol or revolver includes any firearm with an 

13 over-all length less than 26 inches, or a shotgun having a barrel or barrels of 

14 a length less than 18 inches, or a rifle having a barrel length less than16 inches. 

15 c. Rifle and shotgun includes all other firearms with over-all length of 

16 26 inches or greater, provided the length of the barrel or barrels, if a shotgun, 

17 is 18 or more inches, and if a rifle is 16 or more inches but does not incl1lde 

18-19 machine guns or automatic rifles as defined in section 2A :151-4.9. 

20 d. Person includes any individual, corporation, partnership, firm or asso­

21 ciation of any kind or nature whatsoever; any public entity of any kind or 

22 nature; the plural as well as the singular and any gender. 

23 e. Superintendent means the Superintendent of State Police. 

24 f. Manufacturer includes all persons who receive or obtain raw materials 

25 or parts and process them into firearms or finished parts of firearms, except 

26 those persons who exclusively process grips, stocks and other nonmetal parts 

27 of firearms. It shall not include those persons who repair existing firearms or 

28 who receive and use raw materials or parts solely for the repair of existing 

29 firearms. 

30 g. Wholesale dealer includes all persons except the manufacturer, who 

31 sell, transfer or assign firearms, or parts of firearms, to persons who are 

32 reasonably understood not to be the ultimate consumer, and shall include 

33 persons, except the mamtfacturer, who receive finished parts of firearms and 

34 assemble them into completed or partially completed firearms, in further­

35 ance of such purpose, except that it shall not include those persons dealing 

36 exclusively in grips, stocks and other nonmetal parts of firearms. 

37 h. Retail dealer includes all persons except the manufacturer and whole­

38 sale dealer who sell, transfer or assign for a fee or profit any firearm or parts 

39 of firearms which they have purchased or obtained with the intention, or for 

40 the purpose, of reselling or reassigning to persons who are reasonably under­

41 stood to be the ultimate consumer. It shall also include any person who sells 

42 any firearm to satisfy a debt secured by the pledge of a firel~rm. 

, 

I
I 
1
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43 ""[i. Dangerous instrument includes any blackjack, slingshot, slung shot, 

44 billy, sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous 

45 knife, razor, stiletto, cesh~s or similar leather band studded with metal for 

46 fitting on the knuckles, loose wool imbedded with metal filings, razor blades 

47 imbedded in wood slivers, broken bottles, gla,ss, handcuffs, iron claws, grenade, 

48 bomb or other high explosive.]'"' 

49 *i. Explosive includes any chemical compound or mixture that is com­

50 monly used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion, that con­

51 tains any oxidizing and combustible 'mate1'ials 07' other ingredients, in such 

52 pr01JOrtions, quantities or packing that anignit-ion by fire, by friction, by 

53 concussion or by detonation of any part of the componnd or mixture may 

54 cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the resulta,nt 

55 gaseous pressures are capable of producing destrnctive effects on contigu­

56 ous objects. The term shall not include sinetTl or111S mnrnttnition, or explosives 

57 in the form prescribed by the official United 8tates Pharmacopoeia."" 

1 2. Section 2A:151-2 of the New .Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-2. Any pawnbroker who sells or possesses for sale or to [loan] 

4 lend or give away, [a machine gun, automatic rifle, a revolver, pistol, or 

5 other] any firearm ""[, as defined in 2A :151-1 or 2A :151-13]'"' or [other] 

6 dangerou.s instrument of any kind [known as a blael,jack, slung shot, billy, 

7 sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous knife, 

8 stiletto, bomb or other high explosive] '""usually known as ((. blackjack, sling 

9 shot, slung shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, bl-ndgeon, metal knuckles, dagge·r, 

10 dirk, dangerous knife or knife as defined in chapter 5, laws of 1952 

11 (C. 2A:151-62, stiletto, cestus, or similar band studded with metal for jit­

12 ting on the knuckles, loose wool imbedded with metal filings. razor blades im­

13 bedded in wood slivers, handcuffs, iron claws, grenade, bomb or other ex­

14 plosive'"' is guilty of a high misdemeanor. 

1 3. Section 2A :151-4 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 
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3 2A :151-4. Any person becoming the lawful possessor of [a pistol, re­

4 volver or other] any firearm [of a size capable of being concealed upon the 

5 person,] who sells, gives or transfers the same to any other person [without 

6 first notifying the police autllOrities] except in the manne1' provided by this 

7 chapter, is guilty of a misdemeanor. [This section does not apply to whole­

8 sale or retail dealers or manufacturers who have complied with the pro­

9 visions of this chapter.] 

1 4. Section 2A :151-5 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-5. Any person who commits or attempts to commit an assault, 

4 robbery, larceny, burglary, [or] breaking and entering, rape, murder, may­

5 hem, arson, abduction, extortion, kidnapping, sodomy or treason, or who is 

6 a fugitive from justice, when armed with or having in his possession any 

7 [machine gun, automatic rifle, revolver, pistol, or other] firearm, "'[as defined 

8 by section 2A :151-1 or 2A :151-13 of this chapter]'" "'whether or not capable 

8A of being discharged'" or [a gun device or] dangerous instrument ·[from 

9 which may be fired or ejected any gas, vapor or other noxious thing by means 

10 of a missile, pellet, bullet or otherwise, or other instrument]· of any kind 

11 [known as a blackjack, slung shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal 

12 knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous knife, razor, stiletto, bomb or other high 

13 explosive], "'usually known as a blackjack, sling shot, slung shot, billy, sand­

13A club, sandbag, bhldgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous knife or 

13B knife as. defined in chapter 5 of the laws of 1952 (C.2A:151-62), razor, stiletto, 

130 cestus, or similar band studded with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose 

13D wool imbedded with metal filings, razor blades imbedded ~n wood slivers, 

13E handcuffs, iron claws, grenade, bomb or other explosive'" or any object or 

14 device, whether toy or imitation, having an appearance similar to or capable 

15 of being mistaken for any of the foregoing, shall, in addition to the punishment 

16 provided for the crime, be punished on a first conviction by imprisonment for 

17 not less than one nor more than [5] 10 years; upon a recond conviction by 

18 imprisonment for not less than 3 nor more than [10] 15 years; upon a third 
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19 conviction by imprisonment for not less than 5 nor more than [15] 20 years; 

20 and upon a fourth or subsequent conviction, by imprisonment for not less 

21 than 10 years nor more than [20 years or] for life, in the discretion of the 

22 court. No such additional punishment shall be imposed unless the indictment 

23 shall have averred that the person was armed with or had in his possession 

24 any such instrument and conviction was had thereon. 

1 5. Section 2A :151-6 of the New Jersey Statutes IS amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-6. In the trial of any person for committing or attempting to 

4 commit any crime enumerated in section 2A :151-5 *[of this [Title] chap­

5 ter]*', the fact that he was armed with 01' had in his possession any [of the] 

6 firearm[s] *[, as defined in section 2A :151-1 or 2A :151-13 of this chap­

7 ter,]" or any dangerous instrument[s] [enumerated in section 2A :151-2 of 

8 this Title without a permit to carry the same,] "enumerated in section 

9 2A .'151-5* is prima facie evidence of his intention to commit *[a]*' *said* 

10 crime "'[of violence].* *with said firearm or dangerous instrument". 

1 6. Section 2A :151-7 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-7. The presence of a firearm or any grenade, bomb or other 

4 *[high]*' explosive in a vehicle is presumptive evidence of possession by all 

5 persons occupying the vehicle at the time. 

1 *[7. Section 2A :151-8 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-8. Any person, having been convicted in this State or elsewhere \.,// 

4 of any crime or offense enumerated in section 2A :151-5 of this Title, [when] 

5 whether or not armed with or having in his possession any [of the] nre­

6 arm[s] as defined in section 2A:151-1 or 2A:151-13 of this chapter or dan­

7 gerous instrument[s enumerated in that section], or any person who has ever 

8 been committed for a mental disorder to any hospital, mental institution or 

9 sanitarium unless he possesses a certificate of a medical doctor or psychia­

10 trist licensed in N ew Jersey that he is no longer suffering from a mental dis­
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11 order which interferes with or handicaps him in the handling of a firearm, 

12 or any person who is addicted to narcotics, goofballs or pep pills, or any per­

13 son who is a member of an organization listed as subversive by the Attorney 

14 General of the United States, who purchases, owns, possesses or controls any 

15 [of the said] firearm[s] or dangerous instrument[s], is guilty of a misde­

16 meanor.]* 

17 "'7, Section 2A :151-8 of the N ew Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 2A :151-8. Any person, having been convicted in this State or elsewhere 

20 of any crime enumerated in section 2A :151-5 [of this Title, when], whether 

21 or not armed with or having in his possession any [of the] firearm[s] or 

22 dangerous instntment[s] enumerated in [that] section 2A :151-5, or any 

23 person who has ever been committed for a mental disorder to any hospital, 

24 mental institution or sanitarium unless he possesses a certificate of a medi­

25 cal doctor or psychiatrist licensed in New Jersey or other satisfactory prOOf 

26 that he is no longer suffering from a mental disorder which interferes with 

27 or handicaps him in the handling of a firearm, or any person who has been 

28 convicted for the unlawful use, possession or sale of a narcotic or nonnar­

29 cotic drug or who is registered as (l narcotic drug offender under chapter 

30 230 of the laws of 1952, who purchases, owns, possesses or controls any [of 

31 the said] firearm[s] or amy of the said dangerous instruments, is guilty of 

32 a misdemeanor. 

33 Whenever any person shall have been convicted in another State, terri­

34 tory, commonwealth or other jurisdiction of the United States, or of any 

35 country in the world, in a court of competent jurisdiction, of a crime which 

36 in said State, Jurisdiction or country shall be equal to or comparable or the 

37 same as one of the crimes designated in 2A :151-5, then that person shall be 

38 sttbject to the provisions of this section.'" 

1 8. Section 2A :151-9 of the N'ew Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-9. Any person shall have the right to refuse to sell any firearm 

4 or dangerous instrument to any other person, provided however that any 
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5 [Any] person who knowingly sells any [of the] firearm[s] ·[01' dangerous 

6 instrument[s]* enumerated in section 2A :151-5 of this Title] to a person who 

7 ·[has ever been confined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental institu­

8 tion or sanitarium, tlnless he produces a certificate of a licensed New Jersey 

9 medical doctor or psychiatrist that he is no longer suffering from any mental 

10 disorder which would interfere with or handicap him in the handling of a 

11 firearm; who is addicted to narcotic drugs, pep pills or goofballs,. who is an 

12 alcoholic; who is a member of an organization listed as subversive by the At­

13 torney General of the United States; who has been convicted in this State 

14 or elsewhere of committing or attempting to commit any crime or offense 

15 enumerated in section 2A :151-5 of this chapter, whether or not armed with 

16 or having in his possession any firearm as defined in section 2A :151-1 or 

17 2A:151-13 of this chapter or any dangerous instrument]·; ·does not possess 

17A and exhibit to the seller a permit to purchase in the case of a pistol or revol­

17B ver or a firearms purchaser identification card in the case of a rifle or shotgun,.· 

18 or where the seller has reason to believe that the person is of unsound mind 

19 or suffers from a physical defect or sickness which would make it unsafe for 

20 him to handle firearms, [not of sound mind, or to a drug addict, or to a per­

21 son who has been convicted of committing or attempting to commit any crime 

22 enumerated in that section when armed with any of the firearms or instru­

23 ments therein enumerated] is guilty of a misdemeanor. The presentation 

24 of a permit for the purchase of a pistol or revolver, 01' the signing of a cer­

25 tification and presentation of a firearms purchaser identification card for the 

26 purchase of a rifle or shotgun as set forth in section 2A :151-32 *[of this 

27 chapter]*, shall be prima facie evidence of compliance with the requirements 

28 of this chapter. 

1 9. Section 2A :151-10 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-10. Any person who knowingly offers, sells, [loans] lends, leases 

4 or gives to any person under the age of 18 years, any [of the] firearm[s]·, 

5 grenade bomb· or ·[dangerous]* ", other explosive· instrument[s enumer­
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6 ated in section 2A :151-2 of this Title], or a toy pistol or other instrument
 

7 from which a loaded or blank cartridge may be fired, or any loaded or blank
 

8 cartridge therefor, ·[except to the extent it is permissible for a minor to pur­

9 chase, barter, exchange or otherwise acquire a firearm or weapon under sec­

10 tion 2A .'151-11 of this chapter, or unless said minor has successfully com­

11 pleted a hunter's safety course taught by a qualified instructor or game 

12 warden and carries in his possession a certi,ficate indicating the successful 

13 completion of such a course and a valid hunting license in his own name and 

14 furnishes the seller with written conse-nt to his possession thereof by his par­

15 ent ot-legal guardian,]· is guilty of a misdemeanor·; provided however that 

16 a person may lend a firearm to a minOt" who may borrow same for the pur­

17 pose of carrying, firing or using said firearm under section 2A :':151-11, and 

18 provided further said minor furnishes the owner with written consent to his 

19 use thereof by his parent or legal guardian·, 

1 ·[10. Section 2A :151-11 of the New Jersey Statutes IS amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-11. Any person under the age of 18 years who purchases, bar­

4 tel's, borrows, acquires or exchanges any [gun, pistol, toy pistol, or other] 

5 firearm or [any instrument or] weapon from which any loaded or blank 

6 cartridges may be fired except as provided in section 2A :151-33 of this 

7 chapter; or [any person under the age of 16 years] who carries, fires or 

8 uses any such firearm, dangerous instrument or weapon except in the actual 

9 presence or under the direct supervision of his father, mother, guardian or 

10 some other [responsible adult] person who is himself a holder of a permit 

11 to pnrchase or to carry a pistol or t'evolver or a firearms purchaser identi­

12 fication card, or for the purpose of military drill '/,~nder the auspices of a 

13 legally recognized military organization and under competent supervision, or 

14 for the purpose of competition or target practice in and upon a firing range 

15 approved by the governing body or the chief of police of the munj,(~ipality 

16 in which such range is located[,] or the National Rifle Association and 

17 which is under competent supervision at the time of such competition or 
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18 target practice, is guilty of a misdemeanor; provided however that c~ minor 

19 under the age of 18 years who has successfully completed a hunter's safety 

20 COU1"Se taught by a qualified instructor or game warden and carries in his 

21 possession a certificate indicating the successful completion of such a course 

22 and has a valid hunting license in his own name, may carry and 'use a rifle 

23 or shotgun for the purpose of hunting du,ring the regularly designated hunt­

24 ing season.] 01 

1 *10. Section 2A :151-11 of the N ew Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A .1151-11. Any person under the age of 18 years who pttrchases, barte1's, 

4 borrows, acquires or exchanges any [gun, pistol, toy pistol, or other] firearm, 

5 grenade, bomb or other explosive, [or any instrument or weapon from which 

6 any loaded or blank cartridges may be fired;] except a fireann as provided in 

7 section 2A'.~151-33, is g1tilty of a misdemeanor or an aet of ,juvenile delin­

8 quency as may be provided otherwise in the statutes; except that any such 

9 person may carry, fire or use any firearm [or any person under the age of 16 

10 years who carries, fi'res or uses any such instrument or weapon except] in the 

11 actual presence or under the direct supervision of his father, mother, guard­

12 ian or some other [responsible adult] person who is himself a holder of a 

13 permit to carry a pistol or revolver or a firearms purchaser identification card, 

14 or for the purpose of military drill under the auspices of a legally recogncized 

15 military organization and unde'r competent silpervis'ion, Dr' for the purpose of 

16 competition or target] practice in and upon ct firing range approl'ed by the 

17 governing body or the chief of police of the municipctlity in which such ran,r;e 

18 is located or the National Rifle Association and which is under competent 

19 supervision at the time of such competition or target practice, [is guilty of a 

20 misdemeanor] and except further that a minor under the age of 18 years who 

21 has successfully completed a hunter's safety course taught by a qualified 1n­

22 st1'uetor or conservation officer and carries in his possession a certificate in­

23 dicating the successful completion of such c~ course and has a IJalid hunting 

24 license in his own name, may carry and use a rifle 01' shotgwn as otherwise 
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25 provided in this chapter, for the purpose of hunting provided the regularly 

26 designated hunting season.· 

1 *[11. Section 2A :151-12 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-12. Any person who manufactures or causes to be manufactured, 

4 or sells or keeps for sale, or offers, gives or disposes of any dangerous instru­

5 ment [or weapon of the kinds usually known as a blackjack, slung shot, billy, 

6 sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous knife, 

7 stiletto or bomb,] to any person, except in accordance with Federal or State 

S law is guilty of a misdemeanor.]* 

1 *11. Section 2An51-12 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :1151-12. a. Any person who manufactures or causes to be manufac­

4 tured, or sells or keeps for sale, or offers, gives or disposes of any dangerous 

5 instrument [or weapon] of the kinds usually known as a [blackjack,] sling 

6 shot, slung shot, [billy,] sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, dag­

7 ger, dirk, [Jangerous] knife as defined in chapter 5 of the laws of 1952 (C. 

S 2A:'J51-62), Jtilttto, [or] grenade, bomb, or other explosive, cestus, or sim­

9 ilar band studded with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool imbedded 

10 with metal filings, razor blades imbedded in wood slivers, to any person, ex­

11 cept in accordance with Federal or State law is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

12 b. Any person who manufactures or causes to be manufactured, or sells 

13 or keeps for sale, or offers, gives or disposes of any dangerous instrument 

14 of the kind usually known as blackjack, billy, handcuffs or iron claws, ex­

15 cept to any law enforcement officer as enumerated in section 2A /151-43 and 

16 p1'ovided they are acting within their official capacity and in the performance 

17 of their duty, is guilty of a misdemeanor.· 

1 *[12. Section 2A:151-13 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-13. Any person who manufactures, sells, barters, exchanges, 

4 hires, [loans] lends, gives, buys, possesses, uses, shoots or knowingly de­



11
 

5 livers a firearm which is in the nature of any air gun, spring gun or pistol, 

6 carbon dioxide or compressed air gun or pistol, or other weapon of a similar 

7 nature in which the propelling force is a spring, elastic band, carbon 

8 dioxide, compressed or other gas, or vapor, [or] air or compressed air, or 

9 is ignited by compressed air, and ejecting a bullet or missile smaller than % 

10 of an inch in diameter, with sufficient force to injure the person, is guilty 

11 of a misdemeanor.]· 

1 ~ 12. Section 2A :1151-13 of the New J Cl"Sey Statutes is repealed. 'I.< 

1 13. Section 2A:151-15 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-15. Any person who alters, changes, removes, disfigures,
 

4 obliterates or defaces the name of the maker, model, manufacturer's or
 

5 serial number, or other mark of identification of any [pistol or revolver]
 

6 firearm; and any person 'I.<[engaged in the retail business of selling, leasing or
 

7 otherwise transferring]· [pistols, revolvers, or other] ·[firearms]'\ who
 

8 sells, leases or transfers any [pistol or revolver] firearm whose serial num­


9 bel' has been altered, changed, disfigured or defaced is guilty of a misde­

10 meanor. 

1 14. Section 2A:151-16 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-16. No property right exists in firearms unlawfully possessed, 

4 carried, acquired or used, and all such firearms are declared to be nuisances 

5 and forfeited to the State. When such forfeited firearms are taken from 

6 any person, they shall be surrendered to the sheriff of the county in which 

7 taken, or to the head of the police department in municipalities, or to the 

8 office of the county prosecutor and may be disposed of when they are no 

9 longer needed for evidential purposes and after they have been inventoried 

10 and their disposition witnessed and recorded by the head of the agency having 

11 possession or his representative designated for this purpose. If any such 

12 firearms are found to be the property of an innocent owner prior to their 

13 disposit'ion, they shall be returned to him if and when no longer needed for 

14 evidential purposes. 
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1 15. Section 2A :151-18 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-18. This chapter does not apply to antique [pistols unsuitable 

4 for use as] firearms which are incapable of being fired or discharged *[and] * 

5 *or'" which do not fire fixed ammunition, or those manufactured before 1898 for 

6 which cartridge ammunition is not commercially available, and are possessed 

7 as curiosities or ornaments *or for their historical significance or value*. 

1 16. Section 2A :151-19 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-19. [Any] No person [who] shall [manufactures] manufacture 

4 or [sells] sell at wholesale any [machine gUll, automatic rifle, revolver, 

5 pistol, or other] firearm[,] '~[or]* [other] *[dangerous instrument of any 

6 kind,]* [known as a dagger, dirk, dangerous knife, stiletto,] *[grenade, bomb 

7 or other high explosive] * [, shall be] until he has registered with the super­

8 intendent [of State Police] and [shall] *[has]* *shall* [furnished] furnish 

9 him with such particulars as may be prescribed by law and by rules and regu­

10 lations pr01nulgated by the superintendent for registration. The application 

11 f01' registration shall be accompanied by a fee of $50.00 ~'and may be renewed 

11A annually upon payment of a fee of $25.00*. 

12 The superintendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for 

13 registration of manufacturers and wholesalers of firearms, for the protection 

14 of the public safety, health and welfare. If the superintendent [of State 

15 Police] is satisfied that an applicant for registration cannot be permitted to 

16 carry on husincs~ as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer in *[the]';; firearms 

17 ;:'[01' ill~trumellts herein enumerated]'" without danger to the public health, 

18 safety or 'Welt(~re, he may refuse to register the applicant. 

19 The superintendent [of State Police] shall furnish a certificate of 

20 registration to every person registered under this section. 

1 17. Section 2A:151-22 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
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3 2A :151-22. Every manufacturer and wholesale dealer shall keep a de­

4 tailed record of each firearm *[01' instrumentl~ enumerated in section 

G 2A .'151-19 *[of this chapter]* sold by him. The record shall include the date 

6 of sale, the name and address of purchaser, description of each firearm *[01' 

7 instrument]* and the serial number thereof. The information contained in the 

8 record shall be available [to police and other public officials in the performance 

9 of their official duties] at all reasonable hours for inspection by any law 

10 enforcement officer as enumerated in section 2A :151-24 of this chapter. 

1 18. Section 2A:151-24 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read
 

2 as follows:
 

3 2A:151-24. No retail dealer shall sell or expose for sale, or possess with
 

4 intent to sell, any [of the] firearm[s] ~'(or dangerous instrument]*[s] [enu­


5 merated in section 2A :151-2 of this Title], except that a retail dealer may
 

6 [sell any razor, or any rifle or shotgun with over-all length of 26 inches or
 

7 more, and may] be licensed to sell [pistols and revolvers] firearms as here­


8 inafter provided.
 

9 The superintendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for re­

10 tail dealers of firearms for the protection of the pnblic safety, health and wel­

n fare. 

12 A judge of the County Court of the county wherein the retail dealer 

13 has his place of business [may, in his discretion,] shall grant licenses in 

14 form prescribed by the "'[Superintendent of State Police]", "superintendent\ 

15 to applicants who meet such standeLrds (mel qualifications, effective for not 

16 more than 1 year from the date of issue, permitting the licensee to sell [pistols 

17 or revolvers] firearms at retail within a specified municipality*[.]~' "'," [, 

18 subject to the following conditions, for breach of any"of which the license shall 

19 be subject to forfeiture:] "p1'ovided that the application shall be accompanied 

1DA by a fce of $10.00 payable to the superintendent and may be renewed annu,­

19B ally upon payment of (t fee of $5.00." 

20 No license shall be granted to any person under the age of 21 years or 

21 to any person who could not quctlijy to obtain a permit to purchase a pistol 
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22 or revolver or fireanns purchaser identification card under section 2A :151-33 

23 of this chapter, or to any corporation, partnership or other business organ­

24 ization in which a controlling or dominating interest is held or possessed by 

25 such a person or persons. 

26 Licenses shall be granted subject to the following conditions, for breach 

27 of any of which the license shall be subject to revocation on application of 

28 any law enforcement officer and after hearing by the issuing court. 

29 a. The business shall be carried on only in the building or buildings
 

30 designated in the licenser ;], provided that repairs may be made by the
 

31 dealer or his employees outside of such premises;
 

32 b. The license or a copy certified by the issuing authority shall be dis­


33 played in a conspicuous place on the premises in which the business is con­


34 ducted where it can be easily read;
 

35 c. No *[pistol or revolver]* "'firearm'!;, 01' imitation thereof [or placard
 

36 advertising the sale thereof,] shall be placed in any window or in any part of
 

37 the premises where it can readily be seen from the outside;
 

38 d. No pistol or revolver shall be delivered to any person:
 

39 1. Unless the [purchaser] person has obtained a permit to purchase 

40 under the provisions of [article 4 of this chapter (~] sections 2A :151-32 

41 ret seq.)] through 2A :'151-39 "[of this chapter]"; 

42 2. Until 7 days have elapsed after the date of the application for the 

43 permit; 

44 3. Unless the [purchaser] person either IS personally known to the 

45 seller or presents evidence of his identity; 

46 4. Unless the pistol or revolver is unloaded and securely wrapped; 

47 e. A true record of every pistol or revolver sold, given or otherwise 

48 delive1'ed or disposed of shall be kept by the retail dealer in accordance with 

49 the provisions of sections 2A :151-25 to 2A :151-29 of this Title. 

50 f. No rifle or shotgun shall be delivered to any person; 

51 1. Unless the person has obtained a firearms purchaser identification ca1'd 

52 ttnder the provisions of this chapter; 
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53 2. Unless the person has exhibited his firearms purchaser identification 

54 card and furnished the seller, on a form prescribed by the superintendent, 

55 a certification signed by him which shall contain among other things the 

56 name, permanent home address and firearms purchaser identification card 

57 number of said person. The certification shall be retained by the dealer and 

58 shall for law enforcement purposes be made available for inspection by regu­

59 lar ·[members]· ·police officers· of an organized police department of the 

60 county in which the retail business is located·, county prosecutors and mem­

60A	 bers of their staffs authorized by them,'" and members of the State Police. 

61 [No license to sell at retail shall be granted except as provided in this 

62 section.] 

1 19. Section 2A :151-25 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-25. Every person engaged in the retail business of selling, leas­

4 ing or otherwise transferring a pistol, or revolver, [or other firearm, of a size 

5 capable of being concealed upon the person] whether such seller, lessor or 

6 transferor is a retail dealer or otherwise, shall keep a register in which shall 

7 be entered the time of the sale, lease or other transfer, the date thereof, the 

8 name, age, date of birth, complexion, [color, nationality,] occupation, [and] 

9 residence and a physical description including distinguishing physical char­

10 acteristics, if any, of the purchaser, lessee Or transferee, the name and per­

11 manent home address of the person making the sale, lease or transfer, the 

12 place of the transaction, and the make, model, manufacturer's number, 

13 caliber or other marks of identification on such pistol[,] or revolver [or 

14 other firearm] and such other information as the superintendent shall deem 

15 necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter. The register shall be 

16 retained by the dealer and shall be made available [open] at all reasonable 

17 hours for the inspection of any [police or other peace] law enforcement 

18 officer as enumerated in section 2A:151-24 of this chapter. 

1 20. Section 2A :151-26 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

~" " 
i 
\ 
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3 2A :151-26. The superintendent [of State Police] shall prepare the form 

4 of the register as described in 2A :151-25 [and send a copy to the clerk of 

5 every municipality who shall thereupon prepare the register in accordance 

6 with the form so transmitted] and furnish the same in triplicate to each per­

7 son [within the municipality] licensed to be engaged in the business of selling, 

8 leasing or otherwise transferring [pistols, revolvers or other] firearms. 

1 21. Section 2A:151-27 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-27. The purchaser, lessee or transferee of any pistol[,] or re­


4 volver [or other firearm of a size capable of being concealed upon the person]
 

5 shall sign, and the dealer shall require him to sign his name [and affix his ad­


6 dress] to the register, in [duplicate] triplicate, and the person making the
 

7 sale, lease or transfer shall affix his name, in [duplicate] triplicate, as a wit­


8 ness to the signature. The signatures shall constitute a representation of the
 

9 accuracy of the information contained in the register.
 

1 22. Section 2A :151-28 of the New Jersey Statutes IS amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-28. [The duplicate sheet of the register shall before 12 0 'clock 

4 midnight of the day] Within 5 days of the date of the sale, [lease] assign­

5 ment or transfer, [be delivered] the dealer shall deliver or mail by certified 

6 mail, return receipt requested to the office of the chief of police of the munici­

7 pality in which the purchaser resides, or to the office of the captain of the 

8 precinct of the municipality in which the purchaser resides, [within which 

9 the dealer conducts his business] and to the superintendent, legible copies 

10 of the entries in the register on the duplicate copies of the register forms. 

11 [and a] If hand delivered a receipt shall be given to the dealer therefor. 

12 Where a sale, [lease] assignment or transfer is made to a purchaser who 

13 resides in a municipality having no chief of police, the dealer shall, [on the 

14 day] within 5 days of the transaction, mail a duplicate copy of the register 

15 sheet to the clerk of the county within which the [sale, transfer or lease was 

16 made] purchaser resides. 
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1 23. Section 2A:151-29 of the New Jersey Statutes is repealed. 

1 24. Section 2A:151-30 of the New Jersey Statutes is repealed. 

1 25. Section 2A:151-32 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A:151-32. A. No person shall sell [or] , give, transfer, assign or other­

4 wise dispose of, nor receive, purchase or otherwise acquire a pistol or re­

5 volver unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder is licensed 

6 as a dealer under this chapter or has first secured a permit to purchase [or 

7 carry] a pistol or revolver as provided by this article. 

8 B. No person shall sell, give transfer, assign or otherwise dispose of nor 

9 receive, purchase or otherwise acquire a rifle or shotgun unless the purchaser, 

10 assignee, donee, receiver or holder is licensed as a dealer under this chapter 

11 or possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card, and first, exhibits 

12 said card to the seller, donor, transferor or assignor, and unless the pur­

13 chaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder signs a written certification, on a 

14 form prescribed by the superintendent, which shall indicate that he presently 

15 complies with the requirements of sect'ion 2A :151-33 *[of this chapter]*, and 

16 shall contain his name, address and firearms purchaser identification card num­

17 ber or dealer's registration number, and which shall be retained by the seller 

18 as provided in section 2A:151-24 *[of this chapter]* *, provided that a person 

19 who is not a dealer may file the certification with the chief of police of the 

20 muwicipality in which he resides or with the superintendent*. 

21 *0. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section concerning the 

22 transfer, receipt or acquisition of a firearm, a permit to purchase or a fire­

23 arms purchaser identification card shall not be required for the passing of a 

24 firearm upon the death of an owner thereof to his heir or legatee whether the 

25 same be by testamentary bequest or by the laws of intestacy except that the 

26 person who shall so receive or acquire said firearm shall be subject to all other 

27 provisions of this chapter,. provided further that if the heir or legatee of such 

28 firearm does not qualify to possess or carry same under this act, the firearm 

29 may be possessed by him for the purpose of sale for a period not exceeding 

J
 
I 
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30 180 days, or for such further limited period as may be approved by the chief 

31 law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the heir or legatee resides 

32 or the superintendent. '" 

1 26. Section 2A :151-33 of the Ncw Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-33. No person of good character and who is of good repute in the 

4 community in which he lives, and who is not subject to any of the disabilities 

5 set forth in this section or other sections of this chapter, shall be denied a 

6 permit to purchase a pistol or revolver or a firearms purchaser identification 

7 "'[card. No firearms purchaser identification card or pistol or revolver pur­

8 chase permit shall be issued to any person under the age of 18 years nor to any 

9 person who suffers from a physical defect or sickness which would make it un­

10 safe for him to handle firearms; nor to any person who has ever been con­

n fined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental institution or sanitarium, 

12 unless he produces a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed 

13 in New Jersey that he is no longer suffering from any mental disorder which 

14 would interfere with or handicap him in the handling of a firearm; nor to 

15 any person who has ever been convicted of any crime; nor to any alcoholic, 

16 drug addict or person addicted to narcotics, goofballs or pep pills; nor to 

17 any person who is a member of an organization listed as subversive by the 

18 Attorney General of the United States; nor to any person where the issuance 

19 to him of a permit would not be in the interest of the public health, safety 

20 or welfare, except that a firearms purchaser identification card may be issued 

21 to a minor under the age of 18 who has successfully completed a hunter's 

22 safety instruction course and who possesses a valid hunting license in his own 

23 name and who furnishes to the isstting autho.rity the written consent of his 

24 mother, father or legal guardian.]'" "'card, except as hereinafter set forth: 

25 a. No pistol or revolver purchase permit or firearms purchaser identifica­

26 tion card shall be issued to any person who has ever been convicted of any 

27 crime, to any person addicted to narcotics, or who is a habitual user of goof­

28 balls or pep pills, to any person who is confined for a mental disorder to a 
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29 hospital, mental institution or sanitarium, or to any person who is presently a 

30 habitual drunkard; or 

31 b. To any person who suffers from a physical defect or sickness which 

32 would make it unsafe for him to handle firearms, to any person who has ever 

33 been confined for a mental disorder, or to any alcoholic, unless any of the fore­

34 going persons produce a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed 

35 in New Jersey, or other satisfactory proof, that he is no longer suffering from 

36 that particular disability in such a manner that would interfere with or handi­

37 cap him in the handling of firearms,. or 

38 c, To any person under the age of 18 years; or 

39 d. To any person where the issuance would not be in the intel'est of the 

40 public health, safety or welfare.* 

1 27. Section 2A:151-34 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-34. The [judge of any County Court or the] chief of police "'of an 

4 organized full-time police department"" of [a] the municipality where the ap­

5 plicant resides or the superintendent f'[where the municipality has no chief 

6 of police or the applicant is a nonresidentr ·in all other cases· shall, upon 

7 application, issue to any person qualified under the provisions of section 

8 2A :151-33 ·[of this Title]'"', a permit to purchase a pistol or revolver or a 

9 firearms purchaser identification card. [The Superintendent of State Police 

10 shall have the power to issue a permit in any case, notwithstanding it has been 

11 refused by a judge or chief of police, if in his opinion the applicant is 

11A qualified.] 

12 Any person aggrieved by the denial of a permit or identification card 

13 may request a hearing in the County Court of the county in which he re­

14 sides if he is a resident of New Jersey or in the *[Mercer County Court]f' 

15 "'County Court of the county in which his application was filed"" if he is a 

15A nonresident. The request for a hearing shall be made in writing within 

16 30 days of the denial of the application for a permit or identification card. 

17 The applicant shall serve a copy of his request for a hearing upon the chief 

J
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18 of police of the municipality in which he resides if he is a resident of New 

19 Jersey and upon the superintendent in all cases. The hearing shall be held 

20 and a record made thereof within 30 days of the receipt of the application 

21 for such hearing by the judge of the County Court. No formal pleading and 

22 no filing fee shall be required as a preliminary to such hearing. Appeals 

23 from the results of such hearing shall be in accordance with law. 

1 28. Section 2A :151-35 of the New Jersey Statutes is hereby amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 2A :151-35. Applications for permits to purchase a pistol or revolver 

4 and for firearms purchaser identification cards shall be in the form prescribed 

5 by the superintendent [of State Police] and shall set forth the name, resi­

6 dence, place of business, age, date of birth, occupation, sex[, color] and 

7 physical description including distinguishing physical characteristics, 'lO[o!]* 

8 *ir any, of the applicant, and shaJl state whether the applicant is a citizen, 

9 whether he is an alcoholic *[or drug addict]'lO habitual drunkard, addicted'lO, 

10 to narcotic drugs or is a habitual user of goofballs or pep pills'lO, whether he 

11 has ever been confined or committed to a mental institution or hospital for 

12 treatment or observation of a mental or psychiatric condition on a tempo­

13 rary, interim or permanent basis, giving the name and location of the institu­

14 tion or hospital and the dates of such confinement or commitment, whether 

15 he has been attended, treated or observed by any doctor or psychiatrist or at 

16 any hospital or mental institution on an inpatient or outpatient basis for any 

17 mental or psychiatric condition giving the name and location of the doctor, 

18 psychiatrist, hospital or institution and the dates of s1wh occurrence, whether 

19 he presently or ever has been a member of any organization *[listed as sub­

20 versive by the Attorney General of the United States]*, *which advocates or 

21 approves the commission of acts of force and violence either to overthrow the 

22 Government of the United States or of this State, or which seeks to deny 

23 others their rights under the Constitutions of either the United States or the 

24 State of New J ersey'lO, [and] whether he has ever been convicted of [any] a 

24A crime} or disorderly persons offense, and such other information as the super­
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24B intendent shall deem necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter. 

240 The application shall be signed by the applicant and shall contain as reference 

24n the names and addresses of 2 reputable citizens personally acquainted with 

24E him. 

25 Application blanks shall be obtainable from the superintendent [of State 

26 Police] and from any other officer authorized to grant such permit or iden­

27 tification card, and may be obtained from licensed retail dealers. 

28 The chief police officer or the superintendent shall obtain the finger­

29 prints of the applicant and shall have them compared with any and all 

30 records of fingerprints in the municipality and county in which the applicant 

31 resides and also the records of the State Bureau of Identification and the 

32 Federal Bureau of Investigation, provided that an applicant for a pistol 

33 or revolver purchase permit who possesses a valid firearms purchaser iden­

34 tification card, or who has previously obtained a pistol or revolver purchase 

35 permit from the same licensing authority for which he was previously 

36 fingerprinted, and who provides other reasonably satisfactory proof of his 

37 identity, need not be fingerprinted again""; however, the chief police officer or 

38 the superintendent shall proceed to investigate the application to determine 

39 whether or not the applicant has become s1tbject to any of the disabilities set 

40 forth in this chapter*. 

1 29. Section 2A :151-36 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-36. The application for the permit to purchase a pistol or re­

4 volver, or for the firearms purchase identification card, together with a fee 

5 of [$1.00] $2.00 shall be delivered or forwarded to the licensing authority 

6 who shall investigate the same, and unless good cause for the denial thereof 

7 appears, shall grant the permit, or the identification card, or both, if appli­

8 cation has been made therefor, within*[7]* "'10'" days from the date of receipt 

9 of the application for residents of this State and within 15 days for nom'esi­

10 dent applicants. [If the permit is not granted the fee shall be returned to the 

11 applicant.] A permit to purchase a pistol or revolver shall be valid for a 
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12 period of *[60r "90* days from the date of issuance and may be renewed by 

13 the issuing authority for good cause for an additional *[60]· ·90· days. A 

14 firearms purchaser identification card shall be valid permanently or until such 

15 time as the holder becomes subject to any of the disabilities set forth in sec­

16 tion 2A :'151-33 *[of this chapterr, whereupon the card "[will automatically]· 

17 *shall* be void and shall be returned within 5 days by the holder to the super­

18 intendent, who shall then advise the licensing authority. Failure of the holder 

19 to return the firearms purchaser identification card to the superintendent 

20 within the saicl5 days shall be a misdemeanor. *Any firearms purchaser iden­

21 tification card may be revoked by the judge of the County Court of the county 

22 where'in the cMd was issued, after hearing upon notice, and upon a finding 

23 that the holder thereof no longer qualifies for the issuance of such permit. 

24 The county prosecutor of any county, the chief police officer of any municipal­

25 ity or any citizen may apply to such judge at any time for the revocation of 

26 such card.* 

27 There shall be no fu,rther conditions or requirements added to the form 

28 or content of the application, or required by the licensing authority for the 

29 issuance of a permit or identification card, other than those that are specifi­

30 cally set forth in this chapter. 

1 30. Section 2A:151-38 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-38. The permit shall be in the form prescribed by the superin­

4 tendent [of State Police] and shall be issued to the applicant in [tripli ­

5 cate] quadruplicate. Prior to the time he receives the pistol or revolver 

6 from the seller, [T] the applicant shall deliver to the seller the permit in 

7 [triplicate] quadruplicate and the seller shall [indorse on the back of each 

8 copy the make, model, caliber and serial number of the pistol or revolver 

9 sold under the permit. One] complete all of the information required on the 

10 form. Within 5 days of the date of the sale, the seller shall forward the orig­

11 inal copy to the superintendent and the second copy to, the chief of police of 

12 the municipality in which the ptwchaser resides, except that in a munici­
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13 pality having no chief of police, such copy shall be forwarded to the clerk of 

14 the county wherein the municipality is located. The third copy shall then 

15 be returned to the purchaser with the pistol or revolver[, one] and the fourth 

16 copy shall be kept by the seller as a permanent record[, and the third copy 

17 shall be forwarded by the seller within 3 days to the Superintendent of State 

18 Police]. 

1 31. Section 2A :151-39 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-39. A person shall not be restricted as to the number of pistols 

4 or revolvers he may purchase, if he applies for and obtains permits to pur­

5 chase the same, but only one pistol or revolver shall be purchased or de­

6 livered on each permit, except that a person shall not be restricted as to the 

7 number of rifles or shotg1,tns he l1WY purchase provided he possesses a valid 

8 firearms purchaser identification card and provided /1trther that he signs the 

9 certification required in section 2A :151-32B *[of this chapter]* for each trans­

10 action. 

1 32. Section 2A :151-41 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows:
 

3 2A:151-41. Except as hereinafter provided, any person who carnes
 

4 holds or possesses in any automobile, carriage, motor cycle or other vehicle,
 

5 or [concealed] on or about his clothes or person, or otherwise [concealed]
 

6 in his possession, or in his possession or under his control in any public place
 

7 or public area:
 

8 a. A pistol*[,]* ·or* revolver *[01' other firearm]* without first having
 

9 obtained a permit to carry the same in accordance with the provisions of this
 

9A chapter; or 

10 *[b. Any dangerous instrument [of the kinds known as a blackjack, slung 

11 shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, cestus or similar 

12 leather band studded with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool im­

13 pregnated with metal filings, or razor blades imbedded in wood slivers, dag­

14 gel', dirk, dangerous knife, stiletto, bomb or any high explosive, other than 

15 fixed ammunition], is guilty of a misdemeanor.]* 
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16 *b. A rifle or shotgun without first having obtained a firearms purchaser 

17 identi·fication card in accordance with the provisions of this chapter; or 

18 c. Any dangero~ts instrument of the kinds known as a blackjack, slung 

19 shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, cestus or similar 

20 leather band studded with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool im­

21 pregnated with metal filings, or ra.zor blades imbedded in wood slivers, 

22 dagger, dirk, dangerous knife or knife as defined in chapter 5 of the laws of 

23 1952 (0. 2A :151-62), stiletto, grenade, bomb or other explosive, other than 

24 fixed ammunition, except as sttch person may be licensed to carry, hold or 

25 possess explosives under the provisions of Title 21 of the Revised Statutes 

26 and amendments thereto, is guilty of a misdemeanor.;; 

1 *[ 33. Section 2A :151-42 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-42. Nothing contained in section 2A :151-41 of this Title shall 

4 be construed to prevent a person from keeping or carrying about his place 

5 of business, dwelling house, premises, or on land possessed by him, any pistol, 

6 revolver, firearm or other weapon, or from carrying the same from any place 

7 of purchase to his dwelling house or place of business, or from his dwelling 

8 house or place of business to or from any place where repairing is done, to 

9 have the same repaired, nor to prevent any person from carrying a glln, 

10 rifle, shotgun or knife in the woods or fields or upon the waters of this State 

11 for the purpose of hunting, [or] target practice, or fishing, nor to prevent 

12 any person from transporting any pistol, revolver or other firearm while 

13 traveling directly to or directly from any target range or other authorized 

14 place for the purpose of practice, match or target shooting, trap or skeet 

15 shooting or shooting exhibitions, or for the purpose of hunting provided 

16 such person has in his possession a valid hunter's license, and provided in all 

17 cases that the firearm is unloaded and contained in a closed and fastened case, 

18 gunbox or securely tied package.]'" 

19 *33. Section 2A:151-42 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

20 follows: 
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21 2A.::151-42. Nothing contained in section 2A :151-41 [of this Title] shall
 

22 be construed:
 

23 a. to prevent a person from keeping or carrying about his place of busi­


24 ness, dwelling house, premises, or on land possessed by him, any [pistol,
 

25 revolver,] firearm [or other weapon,] or from carrying the same from any
 

26 place of purchase to his dwelling house or place of business, or from his dwell­


27 ing house or place of business to or from any place where repairing is done, to
 

28 have the same repaired[,],. nor
 

29 b. to prevent any person from carrying a [gun, rifle] firearm or knife in
 

30 the woods or fields or upon the waters of this State for the purpose of hunt­


31 ing [or], target practice, or fishing,. nor
 

32 c. to prevent any person from transporting any firearm while traveling
 

33 directly to or from any place for the purpose of hunting provided such person
 

34 has in his possession a valid hunting license or while traveling directly to or
 

35 from any target range or other authorized place for the purpose of practice,
 

36 match, target, trap or skeet shooting or shooting exhibitions, provided in all
 

37 cases that during the course of traveling for the purposes set forth in this
 

38 section, the firearm is unloaded and contained in a closed and fastened case,
 

39 gunbox, securely tied package, or locked in the trunk of the automobile in 

40 which the person is transporting the firearm, and provided further that the 

41 course of travel to or from said areas may include such deviations as may be 

42 reasonable or necessary under the circumstances,. and provided further that 

43 nothing contained in this chapter shall be considered as an exemption or ex­

44 ception from the requirements or provisions of Title 23 of the Revised Statutes 

45 and amendments thereto or any rules and regulations promulgated there­

46 under.* 

1 34. Section 2A :151-43 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-43. Section 2A :151-41 of this Title does not apply to: 

4 a. The United States Marshal or his deputies; 

5 b. Members of the Armed Forces of the United States or of the National 

6 Guard when on duty; 
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7 c. Any sheriff, undersheriff, *[deputy sheriff,]'" county prosecutor, assist­

8 ant prosecutor or prosecutor's detective; 

9 d. The regularly employed members, including detectives, of the police 

10 department of any county or municipality or of any State, interstate, munici­

11 paloI' county park police force or of any county boulevard police force at 

12 all times, while within the State of New Jersey, or any special policeman 

13 appointed by the governing body of any county or municipality or by the 

14 commission or other board or body having control of any county park police 

15 force or any county boulevard police force while engaged in the actual 

16 performance of his official "'[duties]* *and when specifically authorized by 

16A the governing body to carry firearms'" ; 

17 e. Any member of the State Police, or any motor vehicle inspector [or 

18 State detective]; 

19 f. Any jailer, constable, railway police, [canal or steamboat police,] or 

20 any other peace officer, when in discharge of his duties; 

21 g. The "'[fish and game commissioners]'" "'members of the Fish and Game 

22 Council*, or the "'[regular fish and game wardens]* "'conservation officers*, or 

23 full-time employees of the Division of Shell Fisheries having the power of 

23A arrest and authorized to carry weapons; 

24 h. Any prison or jail wardens or their deputies, or any guard or keeper 

25 of any penal institution in this State, while engaged in the actual perform­

26 ance of the duties of their positions and when so required by their superior 

27 officers to carry firearms; 

28 i. Any court attendant serving as such under appointment by the sheriff 

29 of the county or by the judge of or magistrate of any court of this State 

30 while in the performance of his duties; 

31 j. (Deleted by amendment.)
 

32 k. Any guard in the employ of any railway express company, banking or
 

33 building and loan or savings and loan institution of this State[;] while in the
 

34 performance of his duties;
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35 1. Any officer of the society for the prevention of cruelty to animals; 

36 m. Any [duly authorized] legally recognieed military organization when 

37 under orders, or any member thereof when going to or from the place of 

38 meeting of the organization, carrying the weapons prescribed for drill, ex­

39 ercise or parade; 

40 n. Persons having a hunter's license in going to or from places of hunting 

41 as set forth in section 2A :151-42 *[of this chapterr ; 

42 o. Members of government or civilian rifle or pistol clubs duly organized 

43 in accordance with the rules prescribed by the [n]National [b]Board for the 

44 [p]Promotion of [r]Rifl.e [p]Practice, in going to or from their several 

45 places of target practice and carrying weapons necessary for such practice; 

46 provided further that a copy of the charter is filed with the superintendent 

47 and a list of the members of the club is submitted annually to the 

48 superintendent; 

49 p. The director, deputy directors, inspectors and investigators of the 

50 Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control in the Department of Law and Public 

51 Safety; 

52 q. Employees of [Public] public utility corporations actually engaged 

53 in the transportation of explosives; [or] 

54 r. Any civil employee of the United States Government under the super­

55 vision of the commanding officer of any post, camp, station, base or other 

56 military or naval installation located within this State who is required, in 

57 the performance of his official duties, to carry firearms, and who is authorized 

58 to carry such firearms by said commanding officer, while such civil employee 

59 IS engaged in the actual performance of his official duties; or 

60 s. Law enforcement officers employed by governmental agencies outside 

61 of the State of New Jersey who are engaged in their official duties provided 

62 that they have first notified the chief law enforcement officer of the munici­

63 pality *or the county prosecutor of the co'unty* in which they are engaged or 

64 the superintendent . 

...
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1 35. Section 2A:151-44 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-44. Any person desiring to obtain a permit to carry a ·[revolver, 

4 pistol, or other firearm]* ·pistol or revolver* shall in the first instance make 

5 application therefor either to the chief police officer of the municipality in 

6 which the applicant resides or to the [sheriff of the county wherein the appli­

7 cant resides] superintendent if there is no chief police officer in the munici­

8 pality where the applicant resides. [of State Police] No permit shall be issued 

9 to any person ·[who suffers from a physical defect or sickness which would 

10 make it unsafe for him to handle firearms; nor to any person who has ever 

11 been confined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental institution or sani­

12 tarium, unless he produces a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist 

13 licensed in New Jersey that he is no longer suffering from any mental dis­

14 order which would interfere with or handicap him in the handling of a firearm; 

15 nor to any person who has ever been convicted of any crime; nor to any alco­

16 holic, drug addict or person addicted to narcotics, goofballs or pep pills; nor 

17 to any person who is a member of an organization listed as subversive by the 

18 Attorney General of the United States; nor to any person where the issuance 

19 to him of a permit would not be in the interest of the public health, safety or 

20 welfare; nor unless the person desiring such permit is of good character, 

21 good repute in the community in which he resides and produces proof of 

22 his]· ·who suffers from any disability which would preclude his obtaining a 

22A permit to purchase a pistol or revolver as provided in section 2A :151-33 and 

22B provided that he produces proof of his· familiarity with the handling and use 

22c of firearms and of the need therefor. 

23 [If such application is approved by the chief police officer or by the 

24 sheriff, as the case may be, the applicant shall then present the same to a 

25 judge of the County Court of the county in which the applicant resides. The 

26 judge shall inquire into and determine the name and address of the manu­

27 facturer of the weapon, any and all manufacturer's identification numbers, 

28 letters and marks, and a complete description of the kind and type of revolver, 

29 pistol or other firearm which the applicant intends to carry. He shall also 
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30 have the fingerprints of the applicant taken and compared with any and all 

31 records of fingerprints in the municipality and county in which the applicant 

32 is a resident and also the records of the Supervisor of the State Bureau of 

33 Identification of this State, and the National Bureau in the Department of 

34 Justice in Washington, District of Columbia. Upon being satisfied of the 

35 sufficiency of the application and the need of the applicant to carry concealed 

36 upon his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm, the judge shall issue a 

37 permit therefor.] 

38 On all such applications the chief police officer 01' the superintendent, as 

39 the case may be shall have the fingerprints of the applicant taken and com­

40 pared with any and all records of fingerprints in the m'/,tnicipality and county 

41 in which the applicant is a resident and also the records of the State Burea'L( 

42 of Identification and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. lIe may also re­

43 quire reasonable proof that the applicant is of sufficient maturity and pos­

44 sesses sufficient skill and knowledge in the handling of firearms. On applica­

45 tions for a permit to carry a pistol or revolver he shall also inquire into and 

46 determine the name and address of the manufacturer of the weapon, any and 

47 all manufacturer's identification numbers, letters and marks, and a complete 

48 description of the kind and type of revolver or pistOl which the applicant in­

49 tends to carry. 

50 If such application is approved by the chief police officer or by the super­

51 intendent, as the case may be, the applicant shall then present the same to 

52 a judge of the County Court of the county in which the applicant resides. 

53 Upon being satisfied of the sufficiency of the application, and that applicant 

54 has never been convicted of a crime, is a person of good character, and is not 

55 subject to any of the disabilities set forth in section *[2A :151-44 of this chap­

56 ter]* *2A :,151-33*, and of the need of the applicant to carry a pistol or re­

57 volver, the judge shall issue a permit therefor. 

58 Each applicant for [such] a permit shall at the time of granting the 

59 same pay to the clerk of the county in which he resides and in which the ap­

60 plication is made, a license fee of $3.00. 
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61 One permit shall be sufficient for such revolvers, pistols or other n.re­

62 arms as the applicant may possess. 

(")
);) *Pail'ure of the issuing authority to deny the application or ,issue a 

64 permit within 60 days shall be deerned to be approval thereof, unless the 

65 applicant waives the time period herein provided or agrees to an extension 

66 thereof in writing. * 

1 36. Any person aggrieved by the denial by the chief of police or the 

2 superintendent of approval for a permit to carry may request a hearing in 

3 the County Court of the county in which he resides if he is a resident of New 

4 Jersey or in the *[Mercer County Court]* *County Court of the county in 

4A which the application is 11wde* if he is a nonresident. The request for 

5 a hearing shall be made in writing within 30 days of the denial of the appli­

6 cation for a permit. The applicant shall serve a copy of his request for a 

7 hearing upon the chief of police of the municipality in which he resides if 

8 he is a resident of New Jersey and upon the superintendent in all cases. The 

9 hearing shall be held and a record made thereof within 30 days of the re­

10 ceipt of the application for such hearing by the judge of the County Court. 

11 No formal pleading and no tiling fee shall be required as a preliminary to 

12 such hearing. Appeals from the results of such hearing shall be in accord­

13 ance with law. If the superintendent or police chief approves the application 

14 and the County Court denies the application, then the appeal from the denial 

15 of such application by the County Court shall be in accordance with law. 

1 37. Applications for permits to carry a pistOl or revolver and for any 

2 renewals thereof shall be on forms prescribed by the superintendent and shall 

3 set forth the name, residence, place of business, age, date of birth, occupa­

4 tion, sex and physical description including distinguishing physical charac­

5 teristics, if any, of the applicant; and shall state whether the applicant is a 

G citizen; whether he is an alcoholic or *[drug addict]* *addicted to drugs or 

6A	 ,is an habitual user of goofballs or pep pills*; whether he has ever been 

7 confined or committed to a mental institution or hospital for treatment or 

8 observation of a mental or psychiatric condition on a temporary, interim 
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9 or permanent basis, giving the name and location of the institution or hos­

10 pital and the dates of such confinement or commitment; whether he has 

11 been attended, treated or observed by any doctor or psychiatrist or at any 

12 hospital or mental institution on an inpatient or outpatient basis for any 

13 mental or psychiatric condition giving the name and location of the doctor, 

14 psychiatrist, hospital or institution and the dates of such occurrence; whether 

15 he presently is or ever has been a member of any organization ""[listed as sub­

16 versive by the Attorney General of the United States]"" ""which advocates or 

17 approves the commission of acts of force and violence either to overthrow 

18 the Government of the United States or of this State, or which seeks to deny 

19 others their rights under the Constitutions of either the United States or 

20 the State of New Jersey""; and whether he has ever been convicted of a crime 

21 or disorderly persons offense and such other information as the superin­

22 tendent may prescribe for the proper enforcement of this chapter. The ap­

23 plication shall be signed by the applicant under oath and shall contain the 

24 names, addresses and indorsement of the applicant, as a person of good moral 

25 character and behavior, by 3 reputable ""[citizens]* *persons* who have 

26 been personally acquainted with the applicant for a period of at least 3 years 

27 next preceding the date of the application and who shall sign their indorse­

28 ment on the application. There shall be no further conditions or require­

29 ments added to the form or content of the application, or required by the 

30 licensing authority for the issuance of a permit than those set forth by the 

31 superintendent and those that are specifically set forth in this chapter. 

32 Application blanks shall be obtainable from the superintendent and 

33 from the chief police officer of the municipality in which the applicant resides. 

1 38. Section 2A:151-45 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read
 

2 as follows:
 

3 2A:151-45. A permit issued under section 2A:151-44 of this [Title]
 

4 chapter shall be sufficient authority for the holder thereof to carry [con­


5 cealed upon his person] a revolver[,] or pistol [or other firearm] in all
 

6 parts of the State. Except as herein otherwise provided, all permits to
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7 carry a pistol or revolver issued pursuant to [that section] this chapter 

8 shall expire on December 31 subsequent to the date of issue, and may 

9 thereafter be renewed annually in the same manner and subject to the same 

10 provisions by which the original permit was obtained"", provided that the 

11 permit shall be void at such time as the holder thereof becomes subject to 

12 any of the disabilities set forth in section 2.A :151-44, in which event· the 

13 holder thereof shall return the permit to the superintendent who shall then 

14 advise the licensing authority. Failure of the holder to return the permit 

15 to the superintendent within the said 5 days shall be a misdemeanor. "" All 

16 permits so issued to an employee of an armored car company rendering 

16A armored car service shall continue to be in full force and effect so long as 

1GB the said employee continues in his employment with the armored car com­

16c pany and renewal of the permit shall not be required, but if the said employee 

16D ceases to be in such employment he shall surrender the permit to the author­

16E ity which issued it. 

17 Any permit may be revoked by a judge of the County Court of the 

18 county wherein the permit was issued"", after hearing upon notice, and upon 

19 a finding that the holder thereof no longer qualifies for the issuance of 

20 such permit"'. The county prosecutor of any county, the chief police officer 

21 of any municipality or any citizen may apply to such judge at any time for 

22 '" [a] "" "'the'" revocation of any "'such'" permit ""[issued, and the judge may, 

23 after hearing upon notice, revoke any permit. No person whose permit has 

24 been revoked pursuant to the provisions hereof shall thereafter be issued 

25 any permit under the provisions of this article]*. 

1 39. Section 2A :151-48 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-48. Any person who gives or causes to be given any false in­

4 formation, or signs a fictitious name or address, in applying for a firearms 

5 purchaser identification card or a permit to purchase or a permit to carry 

6 a pistol, revolver, or other firearm, or in completing the certificate or any 

7 other instrument required by this act in purchasing or otherwise acquiring 
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8 delivery [thereof] of any rifle, shotgtm, pistol, revolver or other firearm, 

9 is guilty of a high misdemeanor. 

1 40. Section 2A :151-49 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-49. 'rhe term "machine gun or automatic rifle," as used in this 

4 *[article]*' *'chapter*', means any weapon, mechanism or instrument not re­

5 quiring that the trigger be pressed for each shot and having a reservoir, belt 

6 or other means of storing and carrying ammunition, which can be loaded 

7 into the weapon, mechanism or instrument and fired therefrom [at the rate 

8 of 5 or more shots to the second]. 

1 41. Section 2A :151-53 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-53. Upon the issuance of the license, the judge shall send or 

4 deliver it to the [county clerk of his county, who] superintendent who shall 

5 enter a record of the license and forward the license to the local police chief 

6 of the municipality where the licensee 1'esides. The chief shall, in a book 

7 provided for that purpose, enter a record of the license, stating the date 

8 of its issuance, and the name and address of the person to whom it was 

9 issued.. After making such record the [county clerk] chief of police shall 

10 deliver the license to such person. 

1 42. No incendiary or tracer type ammunition shall be discharged any­

2 where in this State except for law enforcement purposes by law enforcement 

3 officers in the course of their official duties or by members of legally recog­

4 nized military organizations during the actual course of their official duties 

5 in or upon military establishments or ranges constructed or maintained for 

6 such purposes and except that nonincendiary shotgun tracer ammunition 

7 may be used on a trap or skeet field for target purposes. Nothing in this 

8 *[article]~' *chapter* shall prohibit the carrying or possession for distress 

!) signal purposes of flare type guns aboard boats, or ships in open tidewater 

10 or upon aircraft. 
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*[43. If any provisions of this law or the application thereof to any per­

2 son or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other pro­

3 visions or applications of the law which can be given effect without the in­

4 valid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this law are 

5 severable.]· 

6
 *43. If any provision of this act, or any application of any provision, is 

7 held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other applications of the pro­

8 vision, or other provisions of the act, which reasonably can be given effect 

9 despite the invalidity.-' 

1 44. All violations of this chapter where no specific penalty is otherwise 

2 prescribed shall be considered to be misdemeanors. 

1 45. This act shall take effect 60 days after enactment. 



" 

ASSEMBLY, No. 165 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 24,1966 

By AS1!lemblymen BRADY, MoLEON and POLICASTRO 

Referred to Committee on State Government 

AN ACT concerning firearms and other dangerons weapons and revising, repeal­

ing and supplementing parts of the statutoTY law. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2A:151-1 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

32A:151-1. The following definitions apply to this chapter:
 

4 a. Firearm or firearms includes any pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, 

5 machine gun, automatic and semiautomatic rifle, or other firearm as the term 

6 is commonly used, or any gun, device or instrument from which may be fired 

7 or ejected any solid projectile, ball, slug, pellet, missile or bullet, or any gas, 

8 vapor or other noxious thing, by means of a cartridge or shell or by the action 

9 of an explosive or the igniting of fla;mmable or explosive substances, or other­

10 wise. 

11 b. [The words "pistol" or "revolver" as used in this chapter include a 

12 shotgun, rifle or other] Pistol or revolver includes any firearm with an 
.., 

, 13 over-all length less than 26 inches, or a shotgun having a barrel or barrels of 

14 a length less than 18 inches, or a rifle having a barrel length less than 16 inches. 

15 c. Rifle a~d shotgun includes all other firearms with over-all length of 

16 26 inches or greater, provided the length of the barrel or barrels, if a shotgun, 

ExPUNATION....:.Matt~enelosed in bold.faeed braeketll [thus] in the above bill ill not enaeted 
and ill intended to be omitted in the Jaw. 

\ 

\ 
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17 is 18 or more inches, and if a rifle is 16 or more i'!/-ches but does not include
 
'.,'. " . ' .. ,.: '.,..' '. '" .'. ':. 

18-19 machine guns or automatic rifles as de.fined in section 2A :151-49. 

20 ' 'd. Person 'includes evnyin¢ividual,..aorpora:#iQ.n;·Z?artne'F~hip'.,.firm 01' .asso­
. .. . .' .,; ......~. ". \" \ ..~,' '",~.~ ".:' ~:,.' ~~ ~ ..... j~ <...:...~/ .::&":; ~:
 

21 -'ciation of any kind or nature whatsoever; any public entity 01 any' kind or
 

22 nature; the plural as well as the sing'Ltlar and any gender.
 

23 e. Superintendent means the Superintendent of State Police.
 

24 f. Ma~ufacturer includes all perso~s who, receiv.e or obtain raw materials
 

25 or parts and process them into firearms or finished parts of firearms, except
 

26 those p.ersons who exclusively process grips; stocks and other nonmetal parts
 

,27 .of firearms. It shall not incl~de those persons,whQ repair existing firearms or
 

28 who receive and use raw materials or parts sQlely for the repair of existing
 

29 firearms.
 

30 g. Wholesale dealer includes all persons except the manufacturer, who
 

31 sell, transfer or assign firearms, or parts of firearms, to persons who are 
" j .. . ," 

32 reasonably 'Ltnderstood not to be the ultimate consumer, and shall include
 

33 persons, except the manufacturer, who receive finished parts of firearms and
 

34 assemble them into completed or partially completed firearms, in further­


35 ance of such purpose, except that it shall not include those person~ dealing
 
. . " :', ~ . ", \ . . , 

36 exclusively in grips, stocks and other nonmetal parts of firearms . 
.... , .\, 

37 h. Retail dealer includes all persons except the manufacturer and whole­

38 sale dealer who sell, transfer o~~ssig~l~'r'afee~; ~~~fit any'firearm or parts
 
'.• , '1 ."" ('1\ 

39 of firearms which they have purchased or obtained with the intention, or for 
. . . 

,',I' '" '",' 

40 the purpose, of reselling or reassigning to persons who are reasonably under­

41 stood to be the ultimate consumer. It shall also include any person who sells 
. .• ". I ", 

'!'. 

42 any firearm to satisfy a debt secured by the pledge of a firearm. .' '\ . . , " > T ~. • 'J 

43 i. Dangerous instrument includes any blackjack, slingshot, slung sh~t, 
• . • , .,: \ . . . I. I;. ! r".' :. [ .~ .. 

44 billy, sandclub, sandbag, bl,,!,dgeon, metal knuckle~, dagger~ dirk, dangerous
 

45 knife, razor, stiletto, cestus or similar leather band studded with metal for
 
.. . .: '. . '\ . ", . , ' . . . ',.' . ," ., 

46 fitting On the knuckles, loose wool imbedded with metal filings, razor blades 
; . \ '" \ ..\' . 

4~ imbedded in '!'V004 slivers, broken bottles,gl~ss, h~ndcuffs, iron claws, grenade, 
.' "'\ "., • _.; . '. I 1\. ~ .. : .. _ ' : ' ... t.J !. '"'. :'. ... i.! {Ii! •• 1 ';'.;. .. ';. . : I ; . - I ' ...... l . " .. 

48 bomb or other high 'expl'osiv~~< ' " ',:" ,I,l'oJl'i .. r I,:. 
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1 . 2.. Section 2A:151..:.2of' the New JeraeyStatutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: I 

3 2.A.:151-2. Any 'pawribroker who sells or possesses ,for salEH:>r to [loan] 

4 lend or 'give· away, [a machine' gttn,autottlatic rifle, a revolver,pistol, or' 

5 other] any firearm,cas'defined in 2A.:151-1 0:"'2A.:i51-13 or'[otherrd'anger~' 

6' ous instrument of anykiri:d (known as a blackjack, slung shot, billy, sandclub, 

7 sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger,dirk, dangerous knife, stiletto, 

8 bomb or other.high explosive] isgliilty of i high misdemeanor. 

1 3. Section 2A:1514 Of the New Jersey' Statutes IS amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-4. Any 'person 'becoming the lawful possessor of [a pistol, re­

4 volver or other] any firearm [of a size capable of being concealed upon the 

5 person,] who sells, gives' or transfers, the same to any other person'c[without 

6 first> notifying the ,police authorities] except in the manner provided by this 

7 chapter, is· guilty of a misdemeanor. [This section does not apply to whole­

8 sale or, retail dealers or manufacturers who have complied with. the pro­

.9\wsions of thiS' chapter.] .1 

1.,4.Section2A :151-5 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 .2A :151~5. Any person who commits or attempts to commit an assault,
 

4 robbery, larceny, burglary, [or] breaking and entering, rape, murder, may­

5 hern,' arson, abduction, extortion, kidnapping, sodomy or treason, or who is 
'" ~ ". 

6 a fugitive fr,om justice, when' armed with or having in his possession any 

7 [machine gun, automatic rifle, revolver, pistol, or .other] firearm, as dejine,d 

8 by section 2A:.151-1 or 2A.:151-13of this chapter or [a gun, de~ice or] 

9 dangerous instrument from which may be fired or ejected any gal?; yapor or 

10 .9ther ,noxious thing:by means of ,amissile,pellet, bullet or otherwise, or 

11 other instrument of any' kind [known as a bLackjack, slung. shot, billy, sand­

12. club, sandba~1 .bl:udgeon, metal knu~kleB, dagger, dirk, dangerous .knife, razOr, 

13 stile;tto, bomb or other high explosive], or any object or device; whether toy 

14 or imitation"having an appearance similar to or capable of being mistaken 
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15 for any of the foregoing) shall, in addition tt) the puni$hm~t provided for 

16 the crime, be punished on a first conviction by imprisonment for not less than 

17 one nor more than [5] 10 years j upon a second oonviction hy imprisonment 

18 for not less than 3 nar more than [10] 15 years; upon a third convictio-n by 

19 imprisonment for not less than 5 nor more than [15] /20 ye~rs; and upon a 

20 fourth 0'1' subsequent conviction, by imprisonment for not less than 10 years 

21 nor more than [20 years or] for life, in the discretion of theconrt. No su<ili. 

22 additional punishment shall be imposed unless the indictment shall have 

23 averred that the person was armed with or had in his possession any such 

24 instrument and conviction was had thereon. 

1 5. Section 2A:151--6 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read
 

2 as follows:
 

3 2A :151-6. In the trial of any person for eommitting or attempting to
 

4 commit any crime enumerated in section 2A :151-5 of this [Title] chap­


5 ter, the fact that he was armed with or had in his possession any [of the]
 

6 firearm[s], as defined in. section 2A:151-1 (W 2A ..151'-13 of this chapter, or
 

7 any dangerous instrument[s] [enumerated in section 2A :151.....2 of this Title
 

8 without a permit to carry the same,] is prima facie evidence of his intention
 

9 to commit a crime of violence.
 

1 6. Section 2A:151-7 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-7. The presence ofa firearm 01' any grenade, bomb or other high
 

4 explosive in a vehicle is presumptive evidence of possession by all persons
 

5 occupying the vehicle at the time.
 

1 7. Section 2A:151-8 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A:151-8. Any person, having been convicted in this State or elsewhere 

4 of any crime 01' offense enumerated in section 2A :151-5 of this Title, [when] 

5 whether 01' not armed with or having in his possession any [of the] fire­

6 arm[s] as defined in section. /2..&:151-1 or /2..&:151-19 of this chapter or dan­

7 gerous instrument[s enumerated in that section], or any person who has ever 
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8 been committed for a mental disorder to any hospital, mental institution or 

9 sanitarium unless he possesses a certificate of a medical doctor or psychia­

10 trist licensed in New Jersey that he is no longer suffering from a mental dis­

H order which interferes with or handicaps him in the handling of a firearm, 

12 or any person who is addicted to narootics, goofballs or pep pills, or any per­

13 son who is a member of an organization listed as subversive by the Attorney 

14 General of the United States, who purchases, owns, possesses or controls any 

15 [of the said] nrearm[s] or dangerous instrument[s], is guilty of a misde­

16 meanor. 

1 S. Section 2A :151-9 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-9. Any person shall have the right to refuse to sell any firearm 

4 or dang.erous instrument to any other person, provided however that any 

5 [Any] person who knowingly sells any [of the] firearm[s] or dangerous 

6 instrument[s enumerated in section 2A:151-5 of this Title] to a person who 

7 M.s eve" been confined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental institu­

8 tion or scmitarium, 1lfiless he produces a c~rtificate of a licensed New Jersey 

9 medical doctor or psychiatrist that he is no longer suffering from any menttil 

10 diso1'der which would interfere with or handicap him in the handling of a 

11 firearm; who is addicted to narcotic drugs, pep pills or goofballs; who is an 

12 alcoholic; who is a member of an organization listed as subversive by the At­

13 torney General of the United States; who has been convicted in this State 

14 or elsewhere of committing 01" attempting to commit any. crime or offense 

15 enumerated in section 2A :151-5 of this chapter, whether or not armed with 

16 or having in his possession any firearm as defined in seotion 2A :151-1 or 

17 2A:151-19 of this chapter or any dangerous instrument; or where the seller 

18 has reason to believe that the person is of unsound mind or suffers from a 

19 physical defect or siokness which would make it unsafe for him to handle fire­

20 arms, [not of sound mind, or to a drug addict, or to a person who has been 

21 convicted of committing or attempting to commit any crime enumerated in 

22 that section when armed with any of the firearms or instruments therein 
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23 enumerated] is guilty of a misdemeanor. The presentation of a permit for 

24' the purchase of a pistol or revolver, or the signing. of a' certification and 

25 presentation of a firearms purchaser identification card for the purchase of 

26 a rifle or shotgun as set forth in section 2.:4. :151-32 of this chapter,' shall be 

27 prima facie evidence of compliance with the requirements of. this chapter. 

1 9. Section 2A :151-10 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-10. Any person who knowingly offers, sells, [loans] lends, leases 

4 or gives to any person under the age of 18 years, any [of the] firearm[s] 

5 or dangerous instrument[s enumerated in section 2-A:151;..;2 of this· Title], or 

6 a toy pistol or other instrument from which a loaded or blank cartridge may 

7 be fired, or any loaded or blank cartridge therefor, except to the extent it is 

8 permissible for a minor to purchase, barter, exchange or otherwise acquire a 

9 firearm or weapon under section 2.:4. :151-11 of· this· chapter, or unless said 

10 minor has successfully completed a hunter's safety course taught by a quali­

11 fied instructor or game warden and carries in 'his possessio.n a certificate 

12 indicating the successful completion of sueha course,' and a valid hunting 

13 license in his own name and furniskestheseller w#hwritten consent to 

14 his possession thereof by his parent or legal guardian; is guilty of .a misde­

15 meanor. 

1 10. Section 2A :151-11 of the New Jersey Statutes is, amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A:151-11. Any person under the age of 18 years who Pllrch~ses, bar­

4 tel's, borrows, acquires or exchanges any [guIl, pistol, toy ,pistol, or <,>ther] 

5 firearm or [any instrument or] Weapon ,from which·any ,joaded or" b,lank 

6 cartridges may be fired except as prov~d((d,in sectio'(/t 2.:4.:151-33 of this 

7 chapter; or [any person under the age o~ lq years]. who car~ies,. :fi.re~. or 

8 uses any such firearm, dangerous' instrument or weapon except in the actu~l 

9 presence or. under the directsuper:v,ision of bis.' father, .mother,. guardian or 

10 some other [responsible adult] person wh.o, i~:}I,i~elf a,ho,lder '01 a permit 

11 to purchase or to carry a pistol or revolver or afir.earms purchaser identi­
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12ficatio.n card; or for .the purpose of milita.ry drill under the ausptees of a 

13 legally recognized military organization and under competent supervision, or 

14 for the purpose of competition or target practice in and upon a firing range 

15 approved by the governing body or the chief of police of the municipality 

16 in, which such· range is located[,] or the National .Rifle Association and 

·17 which is . under competent, supervision at the time of such competition or 

·18 target practice, is' guilty :of a misdemeanor; provided however that a minor 

19· under the age of 18 years who ha,s successfully completed a hunter's safety 

20 course taught by a qualified instructor or game warden and carries in his 

21' possession a certificate indicating the 81J,ccessful completion of such a CO'1.trse 

22 and has a valid hunting license in his own name, may carry and use a rifle 

23: or shotgun for the purpose of hunting during the regularly designated hunt­

24 ing season. 

1 11. Section 2A :151-12 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3. '.2A:151-12. Any person who manufactures or causes to be manufactured, 

4 ,or sells or keeps for sale,- or offers, gives or disposes of any dangerous instru­

5 ment ,[o;r weapon of the kinds usually known as a blackjack, slung shot, billy, 

.6 sandc1ub, sandbag,. bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous knife, 

7 stiletto or bomb,] to any person, except in accordance with Federal or State 

8 law is guilty of a misdemeanor.. 

.1 ,'12. 'Section 2A :151-13 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: . 

3 2A :1:51-13.' Any person who manufactures, sells, barters, exchanges, 

4 hires, [loans] lends, gives, buys, possesses, uses, shoots or knowingly de­

5 livers a firearm which is.in the nature of an-yair gun, spring gun or pistol, 

6 carbon dioxide or compressed air gun or pistol, or other weapon of a similar 

. '7 nature in.' which· the propelling force is a spring, elastic band, carbon 

'8 .dio~de;, compressed or other gas, or vapor, [or] air or. compressed air, or 

9 is ignited -by 'compressed air, and ejecting a bullet or missile. smaller than % 
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10 of an inch in diameter, with sufficient force to injure the person, is guilty 

11 of a misdemeanor. 

1 13. Section 2A:151-15 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-15. Any person who alters, changes, removes, disfigures,
 

4 obliterates or defaces the name of the maker, model, manufacturer's or
 

5 serial number, or other mark of identification of any [pistol or revolver]
 

6 firearm; and any person engaged in the retail business of selling, leasing or
 

7 otherwise transferring [pistols, revolvers, {)r other] firearms, who sells,
 

8 leases or transfers any [pistol or revolver] firearm whose serial number has
 

9 been altered, changed, disfigured {)r defaced is guilty {)f a misdemeanor.
 

1 14. Section 2A :151-16 of the New.Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-16. No property right exists in firearms unlawfully possessed,
 

4 carried, acquired or used, and all such firearms are declared to be nuisances
 

5 and forfeited to the State. When such forfeited firearms are taken from
 

6 any person, they shall be surrendered to the sheriff ·of the county in which
 

7 taken, or to the head of the police department in munieipalities, or to the
 

8 office of the county prosecutor and may be disposed of when they are no
 

9 longer needed for evidential purposes and after they have been inventoried
 

10 and their disposition witnessed and recordedbyihe head o/the agency having 

11 possession or his representative designated for this purpose. . If any such 

12 firearms are found to be the property of an innocent owner prior to their 

13 disposition, they shall be returned to him if and when no longer needed for 

14 evidential purposes. 

1 15. Section 2A:151-18 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-18. This chapter does not apply to antique (pistols unsuitable 

4 for use as] firearms which. are inoapa,bl-e of -being fired o·r discharged QI1l,d 

5 which do not fire fixed ammumition, or tho.se mimufactlUred before 1898 for 
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6 which cartridge ammunition is not commercially available, and are possessed 

7 as .curiositiee or ornaments. 

.1 16. Section 2A :151-19 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-19. [Any] No person [who] shall [manufactures] manufacture 

4 or [sells] sell at wholesale any [machine gun, automatic rifle, revolver, 

5 pistol, or other] firearm[,] -or [other] dangerous instrument of any kind, 

6 [known as a dagger, dirk, dangerous knife, stiletto,] grenade, bomb or 

7 other high explosive[, shall be] until he has registered with the super­

8 intendent [of State Police] and [shall] has [furnished] furnish him with 

9 such particulars as may be prescribed by law and by rules and regulations 

10 prom-ulgated by the' superintendent for registration. The application for 

11 registration shall be accompanied by a fee of $50.00. 

12' The superintendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for 

13 registration of manufacturers and wholesalers of firearms, for the protection 

14 of the public safety, health and welfare. If the superintendent [of State 

15 Police] is satisfied that ari applicant for registration cannot be permitted to 

16 carryon business as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer in the firearms or 

17 instruments herein enumerated without danger to the public health, safety 

18 or welfare, he may refuse to register the applicant. 

19 The superintendent [of State Police] shall furnish a certificate of 

20 registration to every person registered under this section. 

1 17. Section 2A:151-22 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-22. Every manufacturer and wholesale dealer shall keep a de­

4 tailed record of each firearm or instrument enumerated in section 2A :151-19 

5 of this chapter sold by him. The record shall include the date of sale, the 

6 name and addr:ess of purchaser, description of each firearm or instrument 

7 and the serial number thereof. The information contained in the record 

8 shall be available [to police and other public officials in the performance of 
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9 their official duties] at all reasonable hours for inspection' by any . law 

10 enforcement officer as enumerated in section 2..4.:151-24 of this chapter. 

1 18. Section 2A:151"::"24 of the New Jersey statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 . 2A :151-24. No retail. dealer shall sell or expose for sale, or possess with 
/ 

4 intent to sell,any [of the] firearm[s] or dangerous instrument[s] [enu­

5 merated in section 2A :151-2 of this Title], ·eXcept that a retail dealer .may 

6 [sell any razor, or any rifle or shotgun with over-all length of 26 inches or 

7 more, and may] be licensed to sell [pistols and revolvers] firearms as here­

8 inafter provided. 

9 The superintendent ·shall prescribe standards and guaUjications for re­

10 tail dealers of firearms fo.r the protection of the public safety, health and wel­

11 fare. 

12 A judge of the County Court of the county wherein the retail dealer 

13 has his place of business [may, in his discretion,] shall grant licenses in 

14 form prescribed by the Superintendent o'fState Police, to applicants who 

15 meet such standards. and qualifications, effective for not more. than 1 year 

16 from the date of issue, permitting the licensee to sell [pistols or revolvers] 

17 firearms at retail within a specified municipality. [, subject to the following 

18 conditions, for breach of any of which the license shall be subject to for­

19 feiture:] 

20 No license shall be granted to any person 'Utnder the age of 21 years or 

21 ·to any person who could :notqualify to obtq,in (1, permit to, ,purchase a pistol 

22 or revolver or firearms purchaser identification card under section 2..4. :151-33 

23 of this chapter, or to any corporation, partnership or other business organ­

24 ization in.which a controlling 01' dominating interes~ is held or possessed by 

25 such a person 01' persons. 

2.6 Licenses shall be granted subject to the following conditions, for breach 

27 of any of which the license shall be subject .to ,revocation o.n application of 

28 any law enforcement officer. and ;after hearing. by tke issuing court. 
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29, a. ,The businesBshallbacartied on only' in the building or buildings 

30 designated in the' licen'se[';];.providea that r:ep~irs may be 'made by the 

31 :deale.,.:orhi;s :employees' outside of such premises; 

32 b. The license or a copy certified by the issuing authority shall be dis­

33: played in: ,a conspicuous pla~eoIi the premises in which the business is con­

34 ducted where it can be easily read;
 

35 ' c. No':pistol or, revolver or imitation thereof [or placard advertising the
 

36 sale thereof,] shall be. placed in any window or in any part of the premises
 

37 where it can readily be seen from the' outside;
 

,38 'd. No pistol or revolver shall be delivered to any person:
 

39 1. Unless .the '[purchaser] person has obtained a permit to purchase
 

40 under 'the provfsions of [article 4 of this chapter (§] sections 2A :151-32
 

41 [et seq.)] through 2.A:151...,B9 of this chapter;
 

42 " 2. Until· 7 days have elapsed after the date of the application for the
 

43 permit;
 

,44 3. Unless the' [purchaser] person either is personally known to the
 

45 seller or presents evidence of his ide~tity;
 

46 4. Unless the pistol or revolver is unloaded and securely wrapped;
 

47 e. A true record of every pistol or revolver sold, given or otherwise
 

48 delivered, or disposed of' shall be kept by the retail dealer in accordance with
 

49 the provisions of sections 2A :151-25 to 2A :151-29 of this Title.
 

50 f. No rifle or shotgup, shall be delivered to any person;
 

51 ", 1. Unless the person has obtained a firearms purchaser identification card
 

52 under the provisions of this chapter;
 

53 2. Unles~the person has exhibited his firearms purchaser identification
 

54 card and furnished tr,e seller, on a form prescribed by the superintendent,
 

55 a,cer~ificationsigned by him which shall contain among other things the
 

56 ,name,perm~ent home address and firearms purchaser identification card
 

57 number of said person. The certification shall be retained by the dealer and
 

58 shall for .law enforcement ,purposes be made available for inspection by regu­
. .'. 
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59 lar members of an organized polioe department of the cQ.untyin which the 

60 retail business is looated and members of the State Police. 

61 [N0 license to sell at retail shall be granted except as provided in this 

62 section.] 

1 19. Section 2A:151-25 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-25. Every person engaged in the retail business of selling, leas­

4 ing or otherwise transferring a pistol, or revolver, [or other firearm, of a size 

5 capable of being concealed upon the person] whether such seller, lessor or 

6 transferor is a retail dealer or otherwise, shall keep a register in which shall 

7 be entered the time of the sale, lease or other transfer, the date thereof, the 

8 name, age, date of birth, oomplexion, [color, nationality,] occupation, [and] 

9 residence and a physioal desoription inoluding distinguishing physioal ohar­

10 aoteristios, if any, of the purchaser, lessee or transferee, the name and per­

l! manent home address of the person making the sale, lease or transfer, the 

12 place of the transaction, and the make, model, manufacturer's number, 

13 caliber or other marks of identification on such pistol[,] or revolver [or 

14 other firearm] and suoh other information as the superintendent shall deem 

15 neoessary for the proper enforoement of this ohapter. The register shall be 

16 retained by the dealer and shall be made available [open] at all reasonable 

17 hours for the inspection of any [police or other peace] law enforoement 

18 officer as enumerated in seotion 2A :151-24 of this ohapter. 

1 20. Section 2A:151-26 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-26. The superintendent [of State Police] shall prepare the form
 

4 of the register as desoribed in 2A :151-25 [and· send a copy to the clerk of
 

5 every municipality who shall thereupon prepare the register in accordance
 

6 with the form so transmitted] and furnish the same in triplioate to each per­


7 son [within the municipality]lioensed to be engaged in the business of selling,
 

8 leasing or otherwise transferring [pistols, revolvers or other] firearms.
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1" 21. Section 2A:151-27 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A:151-27. The purchaser, lessee or transferee of any pistol[,] or re­

4 volver [or other firearm of a size capable of being concealed upon the person] 

5 shall sign, and the" dealer shall require him to sign his name [and affix his ad­

6 dress]" to the register, in [duplicate] triplicate, and the person making the 

7 sale, lease or transfer shall affix his name, in [duplicate] triplicate, as a wit­

S ness to the signature. The signatures shall constitute a representation of the 

9 accuracy of the information contained in the register. 

1 22. Section 2A:151-28 of the New Jersey Statutes IS amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-28. [The duplicate sheet of the register shall before 12 0 'clock 

4 midnight of the day] Within 5 days of the date of the sale, [lease] assign­

5 ment or transfer, [be delivered] the dealer shall deliver or mail by certified 

6 mail, return receipt requested to the office of the chief of police of the munici­

7 pality in which the purchaser resides, or to the office of the captain of the 

8 precinct of the municipality in which the purchaser resides, [within which 

9 the dealer conducts his business] and to the superintendent, legible copies 

10 of the entries in the register on the duplicate copies of the register forms. 

11 [and a] If hand delivered a receipt shall be given to the dealer therefor. 

12 Where a sale, [lease] assignment or transfer is made to a purchaser who 

13 resides in a municipality having no chief of police, the dealer shall, [on the 

14 day] within 5 days of the "transaction, mail a duplicate copy of the register 

15 sheet to the clerk of the comity within which the [sale, transfer or lease was 

16 made] purchaser resides. 

1 23. Section 2A :151-29 of the New Jersey Statutes is repealed
 

1 24. Section 2A :151-30 of the New Jersey Statutes is repealed.
 

1 25. Sectlon2A :151~32 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-32. A. No person shall sell [or] , give, transfer, assign or other­


4 wise dispose of, nor receive, purchase or otherwise acquire a pistol or re­
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5 volver unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, re.ceiver· or holder is licensed 

6 a,s a dealer under this chapter or has first secured a permit to purchase [or 

7 carry] a pistol or revolver as provided by this article. 

8 B. No person shall sell, give transfer, assign or otherwise dispose of nor 

9 receive, purchase or otherwise acquire, ,a rifle or Bhotgun unless the purchaser, 

10 assignee, donee, receiver or holder is licensed as a. dealer under this chapter 

n or possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card, and first, exhibits 

12 said card to the seller, donor, transferor or assignor, and unless the pur­

13 chaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder signs a written certification, on a 

14 form prescribed by the superintendent, which shallin.dicate that he presently 

15 complies with the requirements of section 2A :151-33 of this chapter, and shall 

16 contain his name, address and firearms purchaser identification card num­

17 ber or dealer's registration number, and whic,h shall be retained by the seller 

18 as provided in section 2A:151-24 of this chapte,r. 

1 26. Section 2A :151-33 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-33. No person of good character and who is of good repute in the 

4 community in which he lives, and who is. not subject to any of the disabilities 

5 set forth in this section or other sections of this chapter, shall be denied a 

6 permit to purchase a pistol or revolver or a firearms purchaser identification 

7 card. No firearms purchaser identification card or pistol or revolver purchase 

8 permit shall be issued to any person under the age of. 18 years nor to any 

9 person who suffers from a physical defect or sickness which would make it un­

10 safe for him to handle firearms; nor to any person who has ever been con­

n fined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental institution. Qr sq..nitarium, 

12 unless he produces a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist .licensed 

13 in New Jersey that he is no longer suffering/rom any'mental disorder which 

14 would interfere with or handicap him in the handling of a firearm; nor to 

15 any person who has ever been convicted of any crime; nor to any alcoholic, 

16 drug addict or person addicted to narcotics, goofballs or pep pills; nor to 

17 any person who is a member of-,an organiz.q,tiot7tlisted ,as subversive by the 
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18 Attorney General of the United States; nor to any person where the issuance 

19 to him ·of a permit would not be in the interest of the public health, safety 

20 or welfare, except that a firearms purchaser identification card may be issued 

21 toa minor"under the age of 18 who has successfully completed a hunter's 

22 safety instruction course and who possesses a valid hunting license in his own 

23 name and:who furnishes to the issuing authority the written consent of his 

24 mother, father or legal guardian. 

1 27. Section 2A:151-34 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-34; The [judge of any County Court or the] chief of police of 

4 [a] the municipality where the applicant resides or the superintendent 

5 where the municipality has no chief of police or the applicant is a non­

6· resident shall, upon ,application, issue to any person qualified under the 

7 provisions of section 2A:151-33 of this Title, a permit to purchase a pistol 

8 or revolver or a firearms purchaser identification card. [The Superintend­

9 ent of State Police shall' have the power to issue a permit in any case, not­

10 withstanding it has. been refused by a judge or chief of police, if in his 

11 opinioR the applicant is 'qualified;] 

12 Any person aggrieved by the denial of a permit or identification card 

13 may request a hearing in the County Court of the county in which he re­

14· sides if he is a resident of New J er sey or in the Mercer County Court if he 

15 is a nonresident. The request for a hearing shall be made in writing within 

16.30 days of the. denial of the application for a permit or identification card. 

17, The applricant shall serve a copy of his request for a hearing upon the chief 

18 of police of the municipality in which he resides if he is a resident of New 

19 Jersey and upon .the superintendent in all cases. The hearing shall be held 

20 and a record made thereof within 30 days of the receipt of the application 

21 for such het}ring by the ,judge of the County Court. No formal pleading and 

22 no filing. fee shall be required as a preliminary to such hearing. Appeals 

23 from the results of such hearing shall be in accordance with law. 

1 28. Section 2A:151~35 of the New Jersey Statutes is hereby amended 

2 to read as follows: 
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3 2A :151-35. Applications for permits to purchase a pistol or revolver 

4 and for firearms purchaser identification cards shall be in the form prescribed 

;) by the superintendent [of State Police] and shall set forth the name,resi­

6 dence, place of business, age, date of birth, occupation, sex[, color] and 

7 physical description including distinguishing physical characteristics, of any, 

8 of the applicant, and shall state whether the applicant is a' citizen, whether 

9 he is an alcoholic or drug addict, whether he has ever been confined or com­

10 mitted to a mental institution or hospital for treatment or observation of a 

11 mental or psychiatric condition on a temporary, interim or permanent basis, 

12 giving the name and location of the institution or hospital and the dates 

13 of such confinement or commitment, whether he has been attended, treated 

14 or observed by any doctor or psychiatrist or at any hospital or mental in­

15 stitution on an inpatient or outpatient basis for any mental or psychiatric 

16 condition giving the name and location of the doctor, psychiatrist, hospital 

17 or institution and the dates of such occurrence, whether he presently or 

18 ever has been a member of any organization listed as subversive by the 

19 A~torney General of the United States, [and] whether he has ever been .. 

20 convicted of [any] a crime, or disorderly persons offense, and su.ch other 

21 information as the superintendent shall deem necessary for the proper en­

22 forcement of this chapter. The application shall be signed by the applicant 

23 and shall contain as reference the names and addresses of 2 reputable citi­

24 zens personally acquainted with him. 

25 Application blanks shall be obtainable from the superintendent [of State 

26 Police] and from any other officer authorized to grant such permit or iden­

27 tification card, and may be obtained from licensed retail dealers. 

28 The chief police officer or the superintendent shall obtain the finger­

29 prints of the applicant and shall have them compared with, any and all 

30 records of fingerprints in the municipality and county in which the applicant 

31 resides and also the records of the State Bureau of Identification and the 

32 Federal Bureau of Investigation, provided that an applicant for a pistol 

33 or revolver purchase permit who possesses a valid firearms purchaser iden­
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34 tification card, or who has previously obtained a pistol or revolver purchase 

35 permit from the same licensing authority for which he was previously 

36 fingeflJrinted, and who provides other reasonably satisfactory proof of his 

37 identity, need not be fingerprinted again. 

1 29. Section 2A :151-36 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 . 2A :151..:..36. The application for the permit to purchase a pistol or re­

4 volver, or for the firearms purchase identification card, together with a fee 

5 of [$1.00] $2.00 shall be delivered or forwarded to the licensing authority 

6 who shall investigate the same,and unless good cause for the denial thereof 

7 appears, shall grant the permit, or the identification card, or both, if appli­

8 cation has been made therefor, within 7 days from the date of receipt of the 

9 application for residents of this State and within 15 days for nonresident 

10 applicants. [If the permit is not granted the fee shall be returned to the 

11 applicant.] A permit to purchase a pistol or revolver shall be valid for a 

12 period of 60 days from the date of issuance and may be renewed by the 

13 issuing authority for good cause for an additional 60 days. A firearms pur­

14 chaser identification card shall be valid permanently or until such time as 

15 the. holder becomes subject to any of the disabilities set forth in section 

16 2A :151-33 of this chapter, whereupon the card will automatically be void 

17 and shall be returned within 5 days by the holder to the superintendent, 

18 who shall then advise 'the licensing authority. Failure of the holder to return 

19 the firearms purchaser identification card to the superintendent within the 

20 said 5 days shall be a misdemeanor. 

21 There shall be no further conditions or requirements added to the form 

22 or content of the application, or required by the licensing authority for the 

23 issuance of a permit or identification card, other than those that are specifi­

24 cally set forth in this chapter. 

1 30. Section 2A :151-38 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
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3 2A :151-38. The permit shall be in the form prescribed by the superin-, 

4 tendent [of State Police] and shall be issued to' the applicant in [tripli ­

5 cate] quadruplicate. Prior to the time he receives the pistol or revolver 

6 from the seller, [T] the applicant shall deliver to the seller the permit in 

7 [triplicate] quadruplicate and the seller shall [indorse on the. back of each 

8 copy the make, model, caliber and serial number of the pistol. or revolver 

9 sold under the permit. One] complete all of the information required on the 

10 form. Within 5 days of the date of the sale, the seller shall forward the orig­

11 inal copy to the superintendent and the second copy to, the chief of police of 

12 the municipality in which the purchaser resides,· f3xcept that· in a munici­

13 pality having no chief of police, such copy shall be forwarded to the clerk of 

14 the county wherein the municipality is located. The third copy shall then 

15 be returned to the purchaser with the pistol or revolver[, 1] and the fo.urth 

16 copy shall be kept by the seller as a permanent record[, and the third copy 

17 shall be forwarded by the seller within 3 days to the Superintendent of State 

18 Police]. 

1. 31. Section 2A:151-39 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A :151-39. A person shall not be restricted as to the number of' pistols 

4 or revolvers he may purchase, if he applies for and obtains permits to pur­

5 chase the same, but only one pistol or revolver shall be purchased or de­

6 livered on each permit, except that a person shall not be restricted as to the 

7 number of rifles or shotguns he may purchase provided he possesses a valid 

8 firearms purchaser identification card a;nd provided further that he signs the 

9 certification required in section 2A:151-32B of this chapter for each trans­

10 action. 

1 32. Section 2A:151-41 of the New Jersey Statutes is amendedto read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 2A :151-41. Except as hereinafter provided, any person who carries,
 

4 holds or possesses in any automobile, carriage, motor cycle or other vehicl~,
 

5 or [concealed] on or about his clothes or person, or otherwise [concealed]
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6 in his :possession, orin his possession or under his control in any public place 

7 or public area: 

. 8 a. A pistol, revolver or other firearm without first having obtained a per­

9 mit to carry the same in accordance with the provisions of this chapter; or 

10 b. Any dangerous instrument [of tlie kinds known as a blackjack, slung 

11 shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, cestus or similar 

12 leather band .studded with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool im­

13 pregnated with metal filings, or razor blades imbedded in wood slivers, dag­

14'ger, dirk, dangerous knife, stiletto, bomb or any high explosive, other than 

15 fixed ammunition], is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 33. Section 2A:151-42 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2A:151-42. Nothing contained in section 2A:151-41 of this Title shall 

4 be construed to prevent a person from keeping or carrying about his place 

5·· of business, dwelling house, premises, or on land possessed by him, any pistol, 

6 revolver, firearm or other weapon, or from carrying the same from any place 

7 'of purchase to his dwelling house or place of business, or from his dwelling 

8 house or place of business to or from any place where repairing is done, to 

9 have the same repaired, nor to prevent any person from carrying a gun, 

10 rifle, shotgun or knife in the woods or fields or upon the waters of this State 

11 for the purpose of hunting, [or] target practice, or fishing, nor to prevent 

12 any person from tra'Jl,sporting any pistol, revolver or other firearm while 

13 traveling directly to or directly from any target range or other authorized 

14 place for the purpose of practice, match or target shooting, trap or skeet 

15 shooting or sho.oting exhibitions, or for the purpose of hunting provided 

16 such person has in his possession a valid hunter's license, and provided in all 

17 cases that the firearm is unloaded and contained in a closed and fastened case, 

18 gunbox o.r se9'1:trely tied package. 

1 34. Section 2A:151-43 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 .follows : 
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3 . 2A :151-43. Section 2A :151-41 of this Title does not apply to: 

4 a. The United States Marshal or his deputies; 

b. Members of the Armed Forces of the United States or of the National 

6 Guard when on duty;
 

7 c. Any sheriff, undersheriff, deputy sheriff, county prosecutor, assistant
 

8 prosecutor or prosecutor's detective;
 

9 d. The regularly employed members, including'detectives, of the police
 

department of any county or municipality: or of any State, interstate, munici­

11 pal or county park police force or of any county boulevard police force at 

12 all times, while within the State of New Jersey, or any special policeman 

13 appointed by the governing body of any county or municipality or by the 

14 commission or other board or body having control of any county park police 

force or any county boulevard police force'· while· engaged in the actual 

16 performance of his official duties; 

17 e. Any member of the State Police, or any motor vehicle inspector [or 

18 State detective]; 

19 f. Any jailer, constable, railway police, [canal or steamboat police,] or 

any other peace officer, when in discharge of his duties; 

21 g.. The fish and game commissioners, or the regular fish and game 

22 wardens, 01' full-time employees of the Division of ShellFisheries having the 

23 power of arrest and authorized to carry weapons; 

24 b. Any prison or jail wardens or their deputies, or any guard or keeper 

of any penal institution in this State, while engaged in the actual perform­

26 ance of tbe duties of their positions and when so required by their superior 

27 officers to carry firearms; 

28 i. Any court attendant serving as such under appointment by the sheriff 

29 of the county or by the judge of or magistrate of any court of this State 

while in the performance of his duties; 

31 . j. (Deleted by amendment.) 

32 k. Any guard in the employ of any railway eXlJress company, banking or 

33 building and loan or savings and loan institution of this State[;] while in the 

34 performance of his duties i 
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35 ' 1. Any officer of the society for the prevention of cruelty to animals;
 

36 m. Any [duly authorized] legally recognized military organization when
 

37 under orders, or any member thereof when going to or from the place of
 

38 meeting of the organization, carrying the weapons prescribed for drill, ex­


39 ercise or, parade;
 

40 n. Persons having a hunter's license in going to or from places of hunting
 

41 as set forth in section 2..4.:151-42 of this chapter;
 

42 o. Members of government or civilian rifle or pistol clubs duly organized
 

43 in accordance with the rules prescribed by the [n]National [b]Board for the
 

44 [p]Promotion of [r]Rifle [p]Practice, in going to or from their several
 

45 places of target practice and carrying weapons necessary for such practice;
 

46 provided further that a copy of the charter is filed with the superintendent 

47 and a list of the members of the club is submitted annually to the 

48 superintendent; 

49 p. The director, deputy directors, inspectors and investigators of the 

50 Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control in the Department of Law and Public 

51 Safety; 

52 q. Employees of [Public] public utility corporations actually engaged 

53 in the transportation of explosives; [or] 

54 r. Any civil employee of the United States Government under the super­

55 vision of the commanding officer of any post, camp, station, base or other 

56 military or naval' installation located within this State who is required, in 

57 the performance of his official duties, to carry firearms, and who is authorized 

58 to carry such firearms by said commanding officer, while such civil employee 

59 is engaged in the actual performance of his official duties; or 

60 s. Law enforcement officers employed by governmental agencies outside 

61 of the State of New Jersey who are engaged in their official duties provided 

62 that they ~,uve first notified the chief law enforcement officer of the munici­

63 pality in which they are engaged or the superintendent. 

1 35. Section 2A:151-44 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
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3 2A :151-44. Any person desiring to obtain a permit to carry a revolver, 

4 pistol, or other firearm shall in the first instance' make application therefor 

either to the chief police officer of the municipality in which the applicant re­

6 sides or to the [sheriff of the county wherein the· applicant resides] super­

7 intendent if there is no chief police officer in the municipality where the ap­

8 plicant resides. [of State Police] No permit shall be issued to any person 

9 who suffers from a physical defect or sickness which would make it unsafe 

for him to handle firearms; nor to any person who has ever been confined for 

11 a mental disorder to a hospital, mental institution or sanitarium, unless he 

12 produces a certificate of a medical docto.r or psychiatrist licensed in New 

13 Jersey that he is no longer suffering from any mental disorder which would 

14 interfere with or handicap him in the handling()f a firearm,' nor to any per­

son who has ever been convicted of any crime; nor to any alcoholic, drug ad­

16 dict or person addicted to narcotics, goofballs or pep piUs,' nor to any per­

17 son who is a member of an organization listed. as ,subversive by the Attorney 

18 General of the United States; nor to any,person where the issuance to him 

19 of a permit would not be in the interest of the public health, safety or wel­

fare; nor unless the person desiring such permit. ,is .of good character, good 

21 repute in the community in w~ich he' .resid~s and,. p,roduces proof of his 

22 familiarity with the handling and, us;~, of firearmsand,{)f the n,eed therefor. 

23 [If such application is approved. by the chief police officer or by the 

24 sheriff, as the case may be, the applicant shall. then. present the, same to a 

judge of the County Court of t:j:J.e county in w4.ich the applicant resides. ,The 

26 judge shall inquire into and deterlll~ne.the name and ,address of.. the. manu­

27 facturer of the weapon, any and ~ll manufacturer's identmcation numbers, 

28 letters and marks, and a complete description .ofthe kind and. type of revolver, 

29 pistol or other firearm which the applicant intends to carry. He shall also 

have the fingerprints of the applicant taken and c<;>mp~red with any and all 

31 records of fingerprints in the municipality and,c,ounty in which the applicant 

32 is a resident and also the recorqs of the Sup~Jv;il:lor ~f ~h~ State Bureau of 

33 Identification of this State, and the National Bureau in the DeI!~~F~~~;t of 
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34 Justice in Washington, District of Coluinbia. Upon being satisfied of the 

35 sufficiency of the a.pplication and the need of the applicant to carry concealed 

36 upon his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm, the judge shall issue a 

37 permit therefor.] 

38 On all such applications the chief police officer or the superintendent, as 

39 the case may be shall have the fingerprints of the applicant taken and com­

40 pared with any and all.recordsof fingerprints in the municipality and county 

41 in which the applicant is a resident and also the records of the State Bureau 

42 of Identification and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He may also re­

43 quire reasonable proof that the applicant is of sufficient maturity and pos­

44 sesses sufficient skill and knowledge in the handling of firearms. On applica­

45 tions for a permit to carry a pistol or revolver he shall also inquire into and 

46 determine the name and 'address of the manufacturer of the weapon, any and 

47 all manufacturer's identification numbers, letters and marks, and a complete 

48 description of the kind and type of revolver or pistol which the applicant in­

49. te,nds to carry.
 

50 ' If such application is approved by the chief police officer or by the super­


51 intend'ent,as -the case may be, the applicant .shall then present the same to
 

52 a judge of the County Court of the county in which the applicant resides.
 

53 Upon being satisfied of the sufficiency of the application, and that applicant
 

54 has never been convicted of a crime, is a person of good character, and is not
 

55 subject to any of the disabilities set forth.in section 2...1 :151-44 of this chapter,
 

56 and of the need of the applicant to carry a pistol or revolver, the judge shall
 

57· issue a permit ther.efor.
 

58 Each applicant for [such] a permit shall at the time of granting the
 

59 same pay to ,the clerk of the county in which he resides and in which the ap­


60 plication.is made, a license fee of $3.00.
 

61 One pe;r,niit shall be sufficient for such revolvers, pistols or other fire­

62 arms as the applicant may possess.
 

1 36. .AJ1y person aggrieved by the denial by the chief of police or the 

2 superintendent of approval. for a permit to carry may request a hearing in 
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3 the County Court of the county in which he resides if he is a resident of New 

4 Jersey or in the Mercer County Court if he is a nonresident. The request for 

5 a hearing shall be made in writing within 30 days of the denial of the appli­

6 cation for a permit. The applicant shall serve a copy of his request for a 

7 hearing upon the chief of police of the municipality in which he resides if 

8 he is a resident of New Jersey and upon the superintendent in all cases. The 

9 hearing shall be held and a record made thereof within 30 days of the re­

10 ceipt of the application for such hearing by the judge of the County Court. 

11 No formal pleading and no filing fee shall be required as a preliminary to 

12 such hearing. Appeals from the results of such hearing shall be in accord­

13 ance with law. If the superintendent or police chief approves the application 

14 and the County Court denies the application, then the appeal from the denial 

15 of such application by the County Court shall be in accordance with law. 

37. Applications for permits to carry a pistol or revolver and for any 

2 renewals thereof shall be on forms prescribed by the superintendent and shall 

3 set forth the name, residence, place of business, age, date of birth, occupa­

4 tion, sex and physical description including distinguishi~g physical charac­

5 teristics, if any, of the applicant; and shall state whether the applicant is a 

6 citizen; whether he is an alcoholic or drug addict; whether he has ever been 

7 confined or committed to a mental institution or hospital for treatment or 

8 observation of a mental or psychiatric condition on a temporary, interim 

9 or permanent basis, giving the name and location of the institution or hos­

10 pital and the dates of such confinement or commitment; whether he has 

11 been attended, treated or observed by any doctor or psychiatrist or at any 

12 hospital or mental institution on an inpatient or outpatient basis for any 

13 mental or psychiatric condition giving the name and location of the doctor, 

14 psychiatrist, hospital or institution and the dates of such occurrence; whether 

15 he presently is or ever has been a member of any organization listed as sub­

16 versive by the Attorney General of the United States; and whether he has 

17 ever been convicted of a crime or disorderly persons offense and such other 

18 information as the superintendent may prescribe for the proper enforce­
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19 ment· of ·this Chapter,' The' application shall be signed by the applicant under 

20 oath and' :shall contamthenaines, addresses and indorsement of the appli­

21 cant,' as a person 'of 'good moral chara'cterand behavior, by 3 reputable citi­

22 zens who have been 'p~i-sohany' acquainted I with the applicant for a period 

23 of at lea'sf'3 years'nextpreceding the date of the application and who shall 

24 sign their indorsement on the application. There shall be no further condi­

25' tions orrequireinents added' to the form or' content of the application, or 

26 required by the licensing authority for the' issuance of a permit than those 

27 set forth by the superintendent and those that are specifically set forth in 

28 this chapter. 

29 Application blanks' shall"be obtainabie from the superintendent and 

30 froID. the chief' police officer of the municipali'tyin which the applicant resides. 

1 38. Section 2A :151-45 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read
 

2iis follows:'
 

3 2A:151-45. A permit issued under section 2A:151-44 of this [Title]
 

4 cnapter i shall be sufficient authority for the holder thereof to carry [con­
• f .'.. :. .'. . . 

5 cealed:' upon his pemon] a revolv'er[,] or pistol [or other firearm] in all 

6 'parts of the State.' Except as herein oth~rwise provided, all permits to 

7 carry a pistol 01" revolver'issued pursuailt to [that section] this chapter 

8 shall expire on December' 31 subsequent to the date of issue, and may 

9 thereafter be renewed annually in the same manner and subject to the same 

10, provisions by which the original permit was obtained. All permits so issued 

11 to an employee of an armored car company rendering armored car service 

12 shall continue to be in full force and effect so long as the said employee 

13 continues in his employment with the armored car company and renewal 

14 of the permit shall not be required, but if the said employee ceases to be 

15 in such employment he shall surrender the permit to the authority which 

16 issued it. 

17 Any permit maybe revoked by a judge" of the County Court 'of the 

18 county wherein the permit was issued. The county prosecutor of any county, 

19 the chief police officer of any municipality or any citizen may apply to such 
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2.0 judge at any time fo~ a revocation 9fa:n,.y, p~rmit ,~s~e4, :and the judge 

21may,~fter hearing upon. nQtice, _revoke a~y· p~rm,it~ ':NQ pe:r~on whose per­

22 mit has been revoked pursuant to the provisions hereof shall therea~ter be 

23 issued any permit under the provisions of this .art~. " 

1 39. Section 2A:151-48 of the New Jers,ey Statutes is amended to read
 

2 as follows,:
 

3 2A :151-48. ,Any person who gives or causes to be given any false in­


4 formation, or signs a ficitious name or address, in applying for a firearms
 

5 purchaser identification card or a permit to purchase or a permit to carry 

6 a pistol, revolver, or other firearm, or in completing the certificate or any 

7 other instrument required, by this act, in purcha.siIlg or otherwise acquiring, 

8 delivery [thereof] of any rijle,$hotgun, pistol, revolver, or other firearm, 

9 is guilty of a high misdemeanor. 

1 40. Section 2A :151-49 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended t9read 

2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-49. The term "mac14ne gun,or automatic rifle, "as, used in this 

4 article, means any weapon, mecha~ism o,~instr~1pent not requiring! that the 

5 trigger be pressed for each shot and, having a rel?er:voir, ~elt or other means 

6 of storing and, carrying ammunition, which ca:n be loaded into the weapon, 

7 mechanism or instrument ,a:ijd fired therefroJP" {at the rate of 5 or more 
, , , 

8 shots to the second]. 

1 41. Section 2A:151-53 of the, New Jersey Statutes is amended to read 

,2 as follows: 

3 2A :151-53. Upon the issUIlnce of the lic~:nse, the. judge ,s~all selld or 

4 deliver it to the [county clerk of his county, whp] superintendent who shall 

5 enter a record of the license and forwardt1J,e license to the local police chief 

6 of the municipality where the licensee r.esides, The: .chief shall, in a book 

7 provided for that purpose, enter a record of the license, statiIlg, the qate 

8 of its issuance, and the name and address of t;he ,person to. whom it was 

9 issued. After making such record the [county, clerk], chief of police shall 

10 deliver the license to such person. 
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1 42. No incendiary or tracer type ammunition shall be discharged any­

2 where in this State except for law enforcement purposes by law enforcement 

3 officers in the course of their official duties or by members of legally recog­

4 nized military organizations during the actual course of their official duties 

5 in or upon military establishments or ranges constructed or maintained for 

6 such purposes and except that llonincendiary shotgun tracer ammunition 

7 may be used on a trap or skeet field for target purposes. Nothing in this 

8 article shall prohibit the carrying or possession for distress signal purposes 

9 of flare type guns aboard boats, or ships in open tidewater or upon aircraft. 

1 43. If any provisions of this law or the application thereof to any per­

2 son or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other pro­

3 visions or applications of the law which can be given effect without .the in­

4 valid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this law are 

5 severable. 

1 44. All violations of this chapter where no specific penalty is otherwise 

2 prescribed shall be considered to be misdemeanors. 

1 45. This act shall take effect 60 days aft~r enactment. 

STATEMENT 

The main thrust of this legislation is to prohibit the sale or purchase of fire~ 

arms in instances where the prospective purchaser: 

(1) has a physical handicap or sickness which makes it unsafe for him to 

handle firearms; 

(2) has ever been confined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental in­

stitution or sanitarium (unless a doctor will certify that he is now fit) ; 

(3) has a criminal record, is an alcoholic, drug addict, or addicted to nar­

cotics, goofballs or pep pills; 

(4) is a suhversive; or 

(5) where the issuance of a permit or identification card would not be in 

the interest of the public health, safety or welfare. 
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For those who desire to Pllrchase a pistol or revolver, it will be necessary 

to obtain a permit of purchase, which is the law today. If that same person 

desires to carry a pistol or revolver he will have to obtain a permit to carry, 

and that is the law today. With respect to persons who desire to purchase rifles 

and shotguns, they will have to obtain a firearms purchaser identification card. 

This card will be obtained once in a lifetime at a cost of $2.00 and after it is 

obtained the holder may purchase as many rifles or shotguns as he desires; sub­

ject, however, to revocation by law enforcement agencies should the person be­

come unfit within the above standards. 

Those who obtain permits either to purchase or carry pistols or revolvers, 

or a firearms purchaser identification 'card, or both, will be fingerprinted by a 

chief of police or the State 'Police to ascertain their fitness therefor within the 

standards set forth in this bill. This is done because it is the only effective 

method of making an accurate check on the person's background. The new bill 

contains provisions making it mandatory 'for the issuing authority to grant an 

identification card for the, purchase of rifles and shotguns, and similar provisions 

making it mandatory for the issuance of a permit to purchase a revolver or 

pistol, providing of course, in each case that the applicant qualifies. Further, 

express standards have been set forth describing the qualifications of the 

applicant in all cases and providing for initial informal review, in the event of 

denial of the application. Many sportsmen allege that, under present law, they 

are arbitrarily denied permits to purchase or to carry revolvers or pistols, due 

either to a lack of understanding of the present law on the part of the issuing 

authority, or simply because of an arbitrary decision generally not to issue per­

mits. Such conditions will be' eliminated by vii-tue of the standards and informal 

initial hearing that are' 'incorporated in the new act. The issuance not only of 

permits to purchase and to carry revolvers and pistols, but also of identifica­

tion cards for the purchase of rifles and shotguns, should henceforth be on a 

uniform standardized basis throughout the State. 

The new act does not require registration of rifles and shotguns, nor IS 

there a requirement for a permit to carry a rifle or shotgun. There is only a 

", , 
\ ../ 
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check on the person who desires to purchase . such' weap·ong..· The' act· does, 

however, impose an obligation· on the 'seller to record all firearms sales 

transactions. 

Changes also have been made for the benefit of the sportsman. For example, 

permission is given for a minor to obtain weapons for hunting or target practice, 

provided he completes a hunter's safety course and has a valid hunting license 

and the permission, in writing, of his parent or legal guardian (see sections 

2A :151-10, 11). Provision has been made so that there is a right to obtain 

weapons so long as the purchaser is not :subject to any of the disabilities con­

tained in the act (2A :15"t-33). Provisions have been' made for county and 

appellate court review of denials of permits to purchase' (2A:151-34). Provi­

sion has been made permitting those 'who are carrying weapons for the purpose 

of hunting, target practice or fishing to' do so while traveling' to and from the 

target range, or the place where they are going hunting or fishing (2A :151--42). 

The restrictions which this act will eliminate allegedly have'been a'prinCipal 

source of annoyance to sportsmen in the past, since under the present law it is 

not permissible to carry a pistol from one's home to the target range without 

obtaining a permit to carry, and more often than not, permits to carry are 

refused for this purpose. This same exemption is carried out in 2A:151-43(n) 

and 2A :151-43(0). Again, provision is made to assist the sportsman in obtain­

ing court review where there has been a denial of a permit to carry a pistol or 

revolver (2A :151-44). 

There are, of course, many other changes in the law which have been made 

for the purpose of clarity. Many suggestions are contained which were pre­

sented by a group of sportsmen known as "The Citizens Committee for Fire­

arms Legislation." 

Among these suggestions are the definition in 2A :151-1 of pistol or revolver 

and rifle and shotgun and an increase in the penalties for violations of 2A :151-5. 

Although the literal language suggested by the" Citizens Committee" was not 

used, the act enlarges the offenses to be contained therein and extends the 

penalties. At the suggestion of the "Citizens Committee," 2A :151-9 was 
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changed from a previous bill (Assembly Bill No. 812 of 1965) to make it a crime 

to sell improperly only if the person selling "knowingly" does so. This change 

is made on the assumption that the State Police or local police will check the 

purchasers after getting their fingerprints. Without this assumption, section 9 

is meaningless unless the word "knowingly" is deleted. 

.Also at the suggestion of the "Citizens Committee," section 9 of the new 

act includes a provision to the effect that the presentation of a permit for the 

purchase of a pistol or rifle or the presentation of a firearms purchaser 

identification card is prima facie evidence of compliance by the seller. 

In addition, the "Oitizens Committee's" recommendation that dealers who 

sell rifles or shotguns be required to register with the State Police was adopted. 

Present law requires such dealers to register with the United States Treasury 

Department. .Also, under present law, dealers 'who sell pistols and-t-evolvers are 

required to register with the State Police. No change is made in present law 

in these respects. 



ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 165 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED MAY 9, 1966 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 6, after the word "instrument", insert "in 

the nature of a weapon'". 

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 9-10, delete ", or otherwise". 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 10, insert the following new paragraph: 

"It shall also include, without limitation, any firearm which is in the nature 

of any air gun, spring gun or pistol, carbon dioxide or compressed air gun or 

pistol, or other weapon of a similar nature in which the propelling force is a 

spring, elastic band, carbon dioxide, compressed or other g'as, or vapor, air or 

compressed air, or is ignited by compressed air, and ejecting a bullet or missile 

smaller than % of an inch in diameter, with' sufficient force to injure the 

person.". 

Amend page 2, section 1, lines 43-48, delete in their entirety and insert in' 

lieu thereof the following new subsection: 

"i. Explosive includes any chemical compound or mixture that is commonly 

used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion, that contains any 

oxidizing and combustible materials or other ingredients, in such proportions, 

quantities or packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion or by 
" 

detonation of any part of the compound or mixture may cause such a sudden 

generation of highly heated gases that the resultant gaseous pressures are ca­

pableof producing destructive effects on contiguous objects. The term shall not 

ExPLANATION-Matter enelolled In bold-faeed braeketl [thual In the aboye bID I. not enaeted 
and I. Intended to be omitted In the law. 
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include small arms anuuunition, or explosives in the form prescribed by the 

official United States Pharmacopoeia. ". 

Amend page 3, section 2, line 5, delete ", as defined in 2A :151-1 or 

2A:151-13". 

Amend page 3, section 2, line 8, after the word" explosive] " insert" usually 

known as a blackjack, sling shot, slung shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, 

metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous knife or knife as defined in chapter 5 

of the laws of 1952 (C. 2A :151-62) stiletto, cestus, or similar band studded with 

metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool imbedded with metal filings, razor 

blades imbedded in wood slivers, handcuffs, iron claws, grenade, bomb or other 

explosive' '. 

Amend page 3, section 4, lines 7-8, delete "as defined by section 2A:151-1 or 

2A :151-13 of this ohapter ", and insert in lieu thereof "whether or not capable 

of being discharged". 

Amend page 3, section 4, lines 9-11, delete "from which may be fired or 

ejected any gas, vapor or other noxious thing by means of a missile, pellet, 

bullet or otherwise, or other instrument". 

Amend page 3, section 4, line 13, after the word "explosive]" insert 

"usually known as a blackjack, sling shot, slung shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag:, 

bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous knife or knife as defined in 

chapter 5 of the laws of 1952 (C. 2A:151-62), razor, stiletto, cestus, or similar 

band studded with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool imbedded with 

metal filings, razor blades imbedded in wood slivers, handcuffs, iron claws, 

grenade, bomb or othet explosive". 

Amend page 4, section 5, lines 4-5, delete "of this" and "chapter". 

Amend page 4, section 5, line 6, delete", as defined in section 2A :151-1 or 

2A:151-13 of this chapter,". 

Amend page 4, section 5, line 8, after the word"same,] ", insert" enumer­

ated in section 2A :151-5". 

Amend page 4, section 5, line 9, delete "a", and insert in lieu thereof 

"aaid"; delete "of violence", and insert in lieu thereof "with said firearm or 

dangerous instrument". 
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Amend page 4, section 6, line 3, delete "high". 

Amend page 4, section 7, line 1, delete this section in its entirety and insert 

in lieu thereof the following new section: 

"7. Section 2A:151-8 of the New Jersey Statutes IS amended to read as 

follows: 
It\ 
.•.... 2A :151-8. Any person, having been convicted in this State or elsewhere 

of any crime enumerated in section 2A :151-5 [of this Title, when], whether or 

not armed with or having in his possession any [of the] firearm[s] or dan­

gerous instrument[s] enumerated in [that] section 2A :151-5, or any person 

who has ever been committed fo.r a mental disorder to any hospital, mental 

institution or sanitarium unless he possesses a certificate of a medical doctor 

or psychiatrist licensed in New Jersey or other satisfactory proof that he is no 

longer suffering from a mental disorder which interferes with or handicaps 

him in the handling of a firearm, or any person who has been convicted for the 

unlawful use, possession or sale of a narcotic or nonnarcotic drug or who is 

registered as a narcotic drug offender under chapter 230 of the laws of 1f)52, who 

purchases, owns, possesses or controls any [of the said] firearm[s] or any of the 

said dangerous instruments, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Whenever any person shall have been convicted in another State, territory, 

commo.nwealth or other jurisdiction of the United States, or of any country in 

the world, in a court of competent jurisdiction, of a crime which in said State, 

jurisdiction or country shall be equal to or comparable 0.1' the same as one of 

the crimes designated in 2A:151-5, then that person shall be subject to the pro­

visions of this section. ". 

Amend page 5, section 8, lines 5-6, delete "or dangerous instruments".
 

Amend page 5, section 8, lines 7-16, delete in their entirety.
 

Amend page 5, section 8, line 17, delete "2A :151-13 of this chapter or any
 

dangerous instrument" and insert in lieu thereof: "does not possess and exhibit 

to the seller a permit to purchase in the case of a pistol or revolver or a fire­

arms purchaser identification card in the case of a rifle or shotgun". 

Amend page 6, section 8, line 26, delete "of this chapter". 
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Amend page 6, section 9, line 4, after the word "firearm[s]", insert ", 

grenade, bomb". 

Amend page 6, section 9, line 5, delete "dangerous", and insert in lieu 

thereof "other explosives ". 

Amend page 6, section 9, line 7, delete "except to the extent it is". 

Amend page 6, section 9, lines 8-13, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 6, section 9, line 14, delete "his possession thereof by his 

parent or legal guardian,". 

Amend page 6, section 9, lines 14-15, after the word "misdemeanor" insert 

" ; provided however that a person may lend a firearm to a minor who may 

borrow same for the purpose of carrying, firing or using said firearm under 

section 2A :151-11, and provided further said minor furnishes the owner with 

written consent to his use thereof by his parent or legal guardian". 

Amend page 6, section 10, line 1, delete this section in its entirety and in­

sert in lieu thereof the following new section: 

"10. Section 2A:151-11 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

follows: 

2A :151-11. Any person under the age of 18 years who purchases, barters, 

borrows, acquires or exchanges any [gun, pistol, toy pistol, or other] firearm, 

grenade, bomb or other explosive, [or any instrument or weapon from which any 

loaded or blank cartridges may be fired;] except a firearm as provided in section 

2A:1;J.51-33, is guilty of a misdemeano:r or an act of juvenile delinquency as 

may be provided otherwise in the statutes; except that any such person may 

carry, fire or use any firearm [or any person under the age of 16 years who car­

ries, fires or uses any such instrument or weapon except] in the actual presence 

or under the direct supervision of his father, mother, guardian or some other 

[responsible adult] person who is himself a holder of a permit to carry a pistol 

or revolver o.r a firearms purchaser identification card, or for the purpose of 

military drill under the auspices of a legally recognized military organization 

and under competent supervision, or for the purpose of competition or target 

practice in and upon a firing range approved by the governing body or the 

...."., ... ' 
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chief of police of the municipality in which such range is located or the National 

Rifle Association and which is under competent supervision at the time of such 

competition or target practice, [is guilty of a misdemeanor] and except further 

that a minor under the age of 18 years who has successfully completed a 

hunter's safety course taught by a qualified instructor or conservation officer 

and carries in his possession a certificate indicating the successful completion 

of such a course and has a valid hunting license in his own name, may carry and 

use a rifle or shotgun as otherwise provided in this chapter, for the purpose of 

hunting during the regularly designated hunting season. ". 

Amend page 7, section 11, line 1, delete this section in its entirety and in­

sert in lieu thereof the following new section: 

"11. Section 2A:151-12 of the New Jersey Statutes IS amended to read 

as follows: 

2A :151-12. a. Any person who manufactures or causes to be manufactured, 

or sells or keeps for sale, or offers, gives or disposes of any dangerous instru­

ment [or weapon] of the kinds usually known as a [blackjack,] sling shot, 

slung shot, [billy,] sandclub, sandbag, bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, 

[dangerous] knife as defined in chapter 5 of the laws of 1952 (0. 2A.~151-62), 

stiletto, [or] grenade, bomb, or other explosive, cestus, or similar band studded 

with metal for fitting on the knuckles, loose wool imbedded with metal filings, 

razor blades imbedded in wood slivers, to any person, except in accordance with 

Federal or State law is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

b. Any person who manufactures or causes to be manufactured, or sells or 

keeps for sale, or offers, gives or disposes of any dangerous instrument of the 

kind usually known as blackjack, billy, handcuff's or iron claws, except to any 

law enforcement officer as enumerated in section 2...4. f151-43 and provided they 

are acting within their official capacity and in the performance of their duty, is 

guilty of a misdemeanor.". 

Amend page 7, section 12, line 1, delete this section in its entirety and in­

sert in lieu thereof the following new section: 

"12. Section 2A:151-13 of the New Jersey Statutes is repealed.". 
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Amend page 8, section 13, lines 6-7, delete "engaged in the retail business 

of selling, leasing or otherwise transferring". 

Amend page 8, section 13, line 7, delete "firearms,". 

Amend page 8, section 15, line 4, delete "and" and insert in lieu thereof 

"or". 

Amend page 9, section 15, line 7, after the word "ornaments", insert "or 

for their historical significance or value ". 

Amend page 9, section 16, line 5, after "firearm[,]" delete "or"; delete 

"dangerous instrument of any kind,". 

Amend page 9, section 16, lines 6-7, delete "grenade, bomb or other high 

explosive" . 

Amend page 9, section 16, line 8, delete "has ", and insert in lieu thereof 

"shall". 

Amend page 9, section 16, line 11, after the word" $50.00", insert" and may 

be renewed annually upon payment of a fee of $25.00". 

Amend page 9, section 16, lines 16-17, delete "the"; delete "or instruments 

herein enumerated' '. 

Amend page 9, section 17, line 4, delete "or instrument". 

Amend page 9, section 17, line 5, delete "of this chapter". 

Amend page 9, section 17, line 6, delete "or instrument". 

Amend page 10, section 18, line 4, delete "or dangerous instrument". 

Amend page 10, section 18, line 14, delete "Superintendent of State Po­

lice", and insert in lieu thereof "superintendent". 

Amend page 19, section 18, line 17, after the word "municipality" delete 

" .", and insert in lieu thereof", ". 

Amend page 10, section 18, lines 18-19, after the word "forfeiture:] ", in­

sert "provided that the application shall be accompanied by a fee of $10.00 

payable to the superintendent and may be renewed ~nnually upon payment of 

a fee of $5.00. ". 

Amend page 11, section 18, line 35, delete "pistol Or revolver", and in.sert 

in lieu thereof "firearm". 
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Amend page 11, section 18, line 41, delete "of this chapter". 

Amend page 12, section 18, line 59, delete "members", and insert in lieu 

thereof "police officers". 

Amend page 12, section 18, line 60, after the word "located" insert ' , , 

county prosecutors and members of their staffs authorized by them, ". 

Amend page 14, section 25, line 15, delete "of this chapter". 

Amend page 14, section 25, line 18, delete "of this chapter", and insert in 

lieu thereof", provided that a person who is not a dealer may file the certifica­

tion with the chief of police of the municipality in which he resides or with the 

superintendent" . 

Amend page 14, section 25, line 18, after line 18 insert the following new 

paragraph: 

"C. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section concermng the 

transfer, receipt or acquisition of a firearm, a permit to purchase or a firearms 

purchaser identification card shall not be required for the passing of a firearm 

upon the death of an owner thereof to his heir or legatee whether the same be 

by testamentary bequest or by the laws of intestacy except that the person who 

shall so receive or acquire said firearm shall be subject to all other provisions 

of this chapter; provided further that if the heir or legatee of such firearm does 

not qualify to possess or carry same under this act, the firearm may be possessed 

by him for the purpose of sale for a period not exceeding 180 days, or for such 

further limited period as may be approved by the chief law enforcement officer 

of the m.unicipality in which the heir or legatee resides or the superintendent.". 

Amend pages 14 and 15, section 26, lines 7-24, delete in their entirety and 

insert in lieu thereof: "card, except as hereinafter set forth: 

a. No pistol or revolYer purchase permit or firearms purchaser identifica­

tion card shall be issued to any person who has ever been convicted of any 

crime, to any person addicted to narcotics, or who is a habitual user of goof­

balls or pep pills, to any person who is confined for a mental disorder to a hos­

pital, mental institution or sanitarium, or to any person who is presently a 

habitual drunkard; 01' 
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b. To any person who suffers from a physical defect or sickness which 

would make it unsafe for him to handle firearms; to any person ~~o has ever 

been confined for a mental disorder, or to any alcoholic, unless any of the fore-. 

going persons produce a certificate of a medical· doctor or psychiatrist li- . 

censed in New Jersey, or other satisfactory proof, that he is no longer suffe..r­

ing from that particular disability in such a manner that would interfere with 

or handicap him in the handling of firearms; or 

c. To any person under the age of 18 years; or 

d. To any person where the issuance would not be in the interest of the 

public health, safety or welfare. ". 

Amend page 15, section 27, line 3, after "police", insert "of an organized 

full-time police department ". 

Amend page 15, section 27, line 5, delete in its entirety. 

Amend page 15, section 27, line 6, delete "resident", and insert in lieu 

thereof" in all other cases". 

Amend page 15, section 27, line 7, delete" of this Title ". 

Amend page 15, section 27, line 14, delete "Mercer County Court", and 

insert in lieu thereof "County Court of the county in which his application was 

filed' '. 

Amend page 16, section 28, line 7, delete "of", and insert in lieu thereof 

"if". 

Amend page 16, section 28, line 9, delete "or drug addict", an:d insert in lieu 

thereof ", habitual drunkard, addicted to narcotic drugs or is a habitual user of 

goofballs or pep pills". 

Amend page 16, section 28, lines 18-19, delete "listed as subversive by the 

Attorney General of the United States ", and insert in lieu thereof "which ad­

vocates or approves the commission of acts of force and violenee either to 

overthrow the Government of· the United States or of this State, or which seeks 

to deny others their rights under the Constitutions of either the United States 

or the State of New Jersey". 

Amend page 17, section 28, line 37, after the word "again", insert"; how­

ever, the chief police officer or the superintendent shall proceed to investigate 
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the application to determine whether or not the applicant has become subject to 

any of the disabilities set forth in this chapter". 

Amend page 17, section 29, line 8, delete "7", and insert in lieu thereof 

"10". 

Amend page 17, section 29, line 12, delete "60", and insert in lieu thereof 
':~: : ' ",I 

:,"90". 

Amend page 17, section 29, line 13, d'elete "60", alid insert in lieu thereof 

"90". 

Amend page 17, section 29, line 16, delete "of this chapter"; delete "will 

automatically", and insert in lieu thereof "shall". 

Amend page 17, section 29, line' 20, after'the word "misdemeanor.", insert 

, ,Any firearms purchaser identificali,on card may be revoked by the judge' of the 

County Court of the county wherein the card was issued, after hearing upon 

notice, and upon a finding that the holder thereof no longer qualifies for the 

issuance of such permit. The county prosecutor of any county, the chief police 

officer of any municipality or any citizen may apply to such judge at any time 

for the revocation of such card.". 

Amend page 18, section 31, liIie 9,delete "of this chapter". 

Amend page 19, section 32, line 8, after the word "pistol" delete ",", and 

insert in lieu thereof "or';; delete "or other firearm"'. 

Amend page 19, section 32, lines 10-15, delete in their entirety and insert 

in lieu thereof the following new' paragraphs: 

"b. A rifle or shotgun without first haVing obtained a firearins purchaser 

identification card in accordance With the provisions of this chapter';' or 

, c. Any dangerous instrument of the kinds knoWn as '8, blackjack, slung shot, 

billy, sandclub, sahdbag,bludgeon, metal knuckles, cestus or similar leather 

band studded with metal for fitting 'on the knuckles, loo'se wool impregnated with 

metal filings, or razor blades imbedded' in wood slivers, dagger, dirk, dan­

gerous' knife or knife as' de:6.D.ed in chapter 5 of the laws of 1952 ( C. 2A :151-62), 

stiletto, grenade, bomb or other explosive, other 'than fixed' amrimnition, ex­

cept as such person: may He 'licensed to carry, nold or possess explosives under 
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the provisions of Title 21 of the Revised Statutes and amendments thereto, IS 

guilty of a misdemeanor.". 

Amend page 19, section 33, line 1, delete this section in its entirety and in­

sert in lieu thereof the following new section: 

"33. Section 2A :151-42 of the Now Jersey Statutes is amended to read as 

follows: 

2A :151-42. Nothing contained. in sectien 2A :151-41 [of this Title] shall be 

construed: 

a. to prevent a person from keeping or carrying about his place of business, 

dwelling house, premises, or' on land possessed by him, any [pistol, revolver,] 

firearm [or other weapon,] or from carrying the same from any place of pur­

chase to his dwelling house. or place of business, or from his dwelling house or 

place of business to or from any place where repairing is done, to have the 

. , same repaired[,]; nor 

b. to prevent any person from carrying a [gun, rifle] firearm or knife in the 

woods or fields or upon the waters of this State for the purpose of hunting 

[or], target practice, or fishing; nor 

c. to prevent any person from transporting any firearm while traveling di­

. reetly to or from. any place for the. purpose of hunting provided sUtch, person 

has in his possession a valid h,,!-nting license or while traveling directly to or 

from any target range or other authorized place for the. purpose of practice, 

match, target, trap or skeet shQpting or shooting exhibitions, provided in all 

cases that during the course 9f traveling for the purposes set forth in this 

section, the firearm is unlo.aded and contained in, a .closed and fastened case, 

gun box, securely tied package, or locked in the trunk of the automobile in which 

the. person. is transporting the firearm, and .provided further that the course 

. of travel to 0.1' from said areas may include such deviations as may be reason­

able or necessary under the circumstances; and provided further that. nothing 

contained in this chapter shall be considered as an exemption or exception from 

the requirements or provisions of Title 23 of the Revised Statutes and amend­

ments thereto or any rules. and regulations promulgated thereunder. ". 
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Amend page 20, section 34, line 7, delete "deputy sheriff,". 

Amend page 20, section 34, line 16, after the word" duties ", insert "and 

when specifically authorized by the governing body to carry firearms ". 

Amend page 20, section 34, lines 21 and 22, delete "fish and game commis­

sioners", and insert in lieu thereof "members of the Fish and Game Council"; 

delete "the regular fish and game wardens", and insert in lieu thereof "con­

servation officers".' 

Amend page 21, section 34, line 41, delete'iof this chapter". 

Amend page 21, section 34, lines 62 alid 63, after the word "municipality", 

insert "or the county prosecutor of the county". 

Amend page 22, section 35, lines 3 and 4, delete "revolver, pistol,or other 

firearm", and insert in lieu thereof "pistol or revolver". 

Amend page 22, section 35, lines 9 to 21, delete in their entirety and insert in 

lieu thereof: "who suffers from any disability which would preclude his obtain­

ing a permit to purchase a pistol or revolver as provided in section 2A :151-33 

and provided that he produces proof of his". 

Amend page 23, section 35, liIie 55, delete," 2A :151-44 of this chapter", and 

insert in lieu thereof" 2A :151-33". 

Amend page 23, section 35, line 6'2, after the word "possess." insert as a new 

paragraph: 

"Failure ,of the issuing authority to deny the application or issue a permit 

within 60 days shall be deemed to be approval thereof, unless the applicant 

waives the time period herein provided 'or agrees to an extension thereof in 

writing. ". 

Amend page 24, section~ 36, line 4,delete "Mercer County Court", aud in­

sert in lieu thereof" CountyConrt of the county in which the application is 

made". 

Amend page 24, section 37, line 6, delete "drug addict" and iiisert in lieu 

thereof "addicted to drugs or is a habitual user of goofballs or pep pills". 

Amend page 24, section 37, lines'1{) to 16, delete "listed as subversive by the 
\. , I /' (' " ,J '~ y '; :,1 >~7 \, )fi q 

Attorney General of the UIiit~(fSt'8:teS '1:, ;and'lnsei't, in.:liew~~reof "which ad­

~" ~. ," i. 

":) :- !'. .. ~v", ;," i. 

',L,/i :In'';:l''' 

j 
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voeates or approves the commission of acts of force and violence either to over­

throw the Government of theUnite~ States' or of this State, or which seeks to 

deny others their rights under the Constitutions of either the United States or 

the State of New Jersey". 

Amend page 25, section 37, lines 21 and 22, delete '''citizens'', and insert 

in lieu thereof "persons". 

Amend page 25, section 38, line 10, after the word "obtained", insert", pro­

vided that the permit shall be void at such time as the holder thereof becomes 

subject to any of the disabilities set forth in section 2A :151-44, in which event 

the holder thereof shall return the permit to the superintendent who shall then 

advise the licensing authority. Failure of the holder to return the' permit to the 

superintendent withiri the said 5 days shall be a ririsdemeanor.' '. 

Amend page 25, section 38, line 18, after the word "issued", insert ", after 

hearing' upon notice, and upon a finding that the holder thereof no longer qual­

ifies for the issuance' of·such permit". 

Amend page 26, section 38, lin.e· 20, delete "a", and insert in lieu thereof 

"the"; after the word "any" insert "such"; delete" issued, and the judge". 

Amend page 26, section 38, lines 21 to 23;'delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 26, section 40, line 4, delete" article ", and insert in lieu thereof 

"chapter" . 

Amend page· 27, section 42, line 8, delete" article" and insert in.lieu thereof 

"chapter". 

Amend page 27, section 43, line 1, delete this seotion in· its entirety and in­

sert in lieu thereof the following new section: 

"43. If any provision of this act, or any application of any provision, is I 
held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other' applications of the provision, \ 
or other provisions of the act, which reasonably can be given effect despite the 

invalidity.' '. 
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'From: OF1ICE OF T:-:F; GOVERl.\OR	 FOR :~l\E.:Cl.:r. RELEA'::Z 
';:':~~E 3, 1966 

STATEMENT m: ·GOWRNOR RICHARD J. F..;.:(;~::E'S
 

ON SIGNING OF GtN CO~'!'I':WL LS(:I~lA'l~:S:£~.
 

When a bill has come before the State Legislature and has	 ~Een passed after public 

hearings and extensive public debate, it is our custom to say as it a~ri~es on the 

Governor's desk that the people's elected representatives have done their duty. Today, 

the people's representatives h~ve gone beyond their duty.	 ~hey have a.pprcved for 

signature a wearo~s control law which will write for them a respected place in the 

legislative traditions of New Jersey. 

For years we h£cve seen the incidence of violence ar.d violer.t cy::mes rising in New 

Jersey and the nation. Murder and assault with deadly wE:~?c::s he,s i::).cre;l,sed. =:ach day's 
./ 

newspaper brings us another alarming 0:' horrifying stu:ry of dea':h oy firearms, whether by 

conscious intent or accident. A recent survey showed that	 cne of tte prir.c~?al issues of 

concern to the New Jersey public was crime and violence in	 the s~ree~s. 

A good deal of that concern was engendel'en by toe k::owle.1ge t!:at, harecc;fore, almost"' ­

anyone - a l~nown criminal, a drug addict, a mentally unbala:lced ir,dividu<il - could readily 

purchase many type£ of firearms cro~her GQ~ge~ous wea?ou~. 

The bill signed int.) law thi8 mor::iing nc l0~1ger per'r.':'ts stich a css·..lal ~,£ficial 

attitude toward the purchase and transfer of dangerous wea?c~s. Z am not misreading 

public sentiment when 1 say that this is a law which the people wa~t. 

This is not a perfect weapons control law. I doubt if there is such an entity. 

But, we can say with a degree of certainty that some law enforcement officials and 

defenseless citizens who have died in recent years might be aliv€: today if legislation 

such as this had exis~ed. Laws are both regulato~y and pr€:ventive. This law will not 

prevent weapons from being shipped into this State from otter states - that will depend 

upon Federal action - but it will make it harder fer those	 who sh('uldn 1 ~ have guns to 

purchase them freely and openly. I must echo the forceful	 T.\'ords t:..: Assista.:.t: Ninority ­1)£ 

Leader of t:he Assembly who said during the recent debate that if t;i:'S law preve:lts ~ 

needless death, then it is a good law and we ought to approve it. 

This measure strengthens the hand of law enforcement in combatti~g violence. 

The faith of the citizen in his government's abili~y to prct~ct his home and property 

is made stronger. 

At the same time) New Jersey will still be a sportsman's St:ate. The hunter is stil 
, 

~elccme. Cur traditions are still safeguarded. 

(MJRE) 

....•.-­_

--~-----~--------~--...--,.--~-_._ .. - - ._ _.__ .._-_.._--._ .
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Later today 1 shall confer with the ~ttorney General of the ~nited States, the 

Honor.ble Nicbol.s deB Katzenb.ch. 1 Wil;!present him with. signed copy of this Act .nd 

I will assure him that New Jersey stands, ehind him in every effort to regulate interstate 

movement and sale of weapons. has now taken another firm step forward in the 

strengthening of its law 

I am particularly proud of the who stood up to the v€herrJ..ent and often 

abusive opposition to this measure. he people will remember their courage, as will I, 

as will our children who follow us, or chey will live a little mo=e peacefully in the 

Garden State, a little more securely as a result of tl1if3 decisi(Jn •. 

'. 

: ~" .-------..-..--..~..--.--_ ..__ .,-.- __..-..-_.._-_..--_._-".---~-_.-- .. -._-- ~ ~-- -, .•.~_.,- -, .-.,._,._.__ . - - - _. -" -:­- . 
. . 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S. 2A:151-41
(Carrying concealed weapons)

L. 1924, Chapter 137 - A255
January 22 - Introduced by Hirshfield.
February 12 - Amended on 3rd reading.
February 12 - Passed in Assembly.
March 7 - Passed in Senate.
March 12 - Approved, Chapter 137.
Statement: copy of original bill with statement attached.
Amended; copy of Assembly Minutes with amendments attached.

L. 1925, Chapter 64 - S59
January 29 - IntDoduced by Case.
February 3 - Passed in Senate.
March 2 - Passed in Assembly.
March 12 - Approved, Chapter 64.
Not amended during passage.
Statwep~ads as follows:

All that this act does is to make Chapter
137 of the laws of 1924 conform to the amendments
that were incorporated into the act by the Legis­
lature, prior to the passage thereof, but, through
mistake, were not published as a part thereof.

L 11:)1.5" '- CkG,-.tcL '8.D1 -=- S to \
G-\~\l.-cLu:~ (~L\ c+-- CL,,\..C..,~,-.cLY'YL1!~ e~LLI'-L.Q_...J- J
)J() ~'\O-'tlD~

L. 1926, Chapter 270 - A403
February 16 - Introduced by Mr. Wise.
March 8 - Passed in Assembly.
March 25 - Amended.
March 25 - Passed in Senate.
March 25 - Passed with Senate Amendment in Assembly.
March 29 - Approved, Chapter 270.
Statement: copy of original bill with amendment attached.
Amended: copy of Senate journal with amendments attached.

L. 1934, Chapter 74 - A394
April 9 - Introduced by Fort.
April 9 - Passed in Assembly.
April 10 - Passed in Senate.

I April 12 - Approved, Chapter 74.
Not amended during passage.
Statement reads as follows:

The purpose of this act is to authorize the
Commissioner of Alcoholic Beverage Control and
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his assistants to carry firearms, inasmuch
as they are officers with the powers of
arrest and it is desired that the statute
which permits police officers to be armed
be made uniform with the extension of
like powers to the Commissioner.

1937 Revision - All three drafts give wording exactly the
same as old Title 2:176-41. But new title changed wording:

Except as hereinafter provided, [a] any
person who [shall carry] carries in any
automobile, carriage, motorcycle or other
vehicle, or concealed on or about his clothes
or person, or otherwise concealed in his
possession:
(Two following sections unchanged).

L. 1960, Chapter 26 - A183
January 18 - Introduced by Mrs. Hughes.
March 28 - Passed in Assembly.
April 25 - Passed in Senate.
May 12 - Approved, Chapter 26.
Not amended during passage.
No statement.

L. 1966, Chapter 60 - A165
See legislative history of 2A:15l-l.

L. 1968, Chapter 307 - S848 2A:15l-4l
June 13 - Introduced by Giuliano & 5 others.
June 20 - Passed in Senate.
June 24 - Passed in Assembly.
September 26 - Approved, Chapter 307.
Not amended during passage.
No statement.

Se e

JH/PC

,
1-... ..
'/
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L.1966, Chapter 60 § 7 A165

Jan. 24 - Introduced by Brady, McLeon and Policastro.
May 16 - Passed in Assembly, amended.
May 31 - Passed in Senate.
June 3 - Approved.

Statement to A165 enclosed.

Governor's statement on signing enclosed.
Original and amended versions of A165, § 7 enclosed.

974.90
W362
1966

J344.05
C581

A public hearing on A165 was held by the Assembly
Committee on State Government on March 2, 1966.

Citizens Committee for Firearms Legislation (NJ)
Report on study for revisions of 2A:151
weapons and explosives (12/10/65) (revised
2/8/66).

See extensive collection of newspaper clippings in NJ vertical
File -~ NJ Firearms --1966. A few of these clippings have been
photucopied and are enclosed.

Amended by:

L.1973, C.174, ~ 1 S653

Feb. 14, 1972 - Introduced by Rinaldo, Epstein, Dodd, Brown,
Bate, Italiano.

March 20, 1972 - Passed in Senate.
March 26, 1973 - Passed in Assembly.
June 8, 1973 - Approved, Chapter 174, 1973.

No sponsor's statement of purpose.

Not amended during passage.

Senate Law, Public Safety and Defense Committee issued statement
to S653 (copy enclosed).

deleted " •.• narcotic or nonnarcotic drug or who is registered
as a narcotic drug offender under P.L. 1952, C.230 •.. "

and added " •.. coptrolled dangerous substances as defined in
article 2 of P.L. 1970, C.226 (C.24:21 - et seq.)

No hearings or reports discovered.

See NJ Vertical File for newspaper clippings.
NJ Firearms--1967 to 1973.
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LEGISLATI\~ HISTORY OP R.S.2A:151-44 

(Denial of application; hearings, appeals) 

L.1924 e.l3'. See legislative history of R.S.2A:15l-41 
(enclosed) 

Amended by: 

L.1925 C.64. See le9isla~iv& history of R.S.2A:151-41 
(enc~osed) 

L.1932 - C.6l ­
February 1 
March 21 ­
April 4 ­
April 11,. ­

567
 
- Introduced by Stewart.
 
Passed Senate.
 

Passed in Assembly. 
Approved, Chapter 61. 

\ ­
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Not amended .. 
Statement (copy encl.oaed). 

L.1933 - C.329 
June 5 ­
June 12 ­
Jlli,e 21 ­

June 21 ­
June 26 ­

- Committee Substitute 5397 - A524 • 
Introduced by Fort • 
Passed in Assembl¥_ 
Joint committee substitute with 5397, 
passed in Senate. 
Passed in Assembly. 
Approved, Chapter 329. 

Copies of both of these bills (A524 and 5397) and 
the Committee Substitute are enclosed. 

~ 1937. Revision - The wording of this secl:iona8 ~ U) 0::: not change in any of the three drafts. 1j;; f , , 
-t--' copy is enclosed of this section from th6 -"'e>J'Oo 0" first draf;!::. There were no revisQrs0.,. Zw..J o L.1939 C.32l - 1\351 o
 o February 27 - Introduced by HU11tington.
 

Hay 15 - Passed in Assembly.. 
August 3 - Passed in Senate. 
August 8 - Approved, Chapter 321. 
Not amended during passage. 
Statement (copy enclosed). 
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1951. Revision of Title 2 to 2A. -' g -< 
No revisors notes; no suggested change~ ~ 
copy of draft which passed as introdu~ '- .J 
is enclosed. 0= 0 
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\ L.1966 C.60 -See legislative history of R.S.2A:lSl-l 
. (enclosed). 

Hearings and reports: 
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Enclosure 

New Jersey Citizens Committee for 
Firearms Legislation. 

Report on study for revisions of 
2A:ISI. Weapons and explosives. 
Belle Meade, New Jersey 1966. 
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SENATE~ No. 67 
(P. L. 1924, p. 306) 

(P. L. 1925, p. 186) 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 1, 1932 

By Mr, STEWART 

Referred to Comm ittee on J ucliciary 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "A furthe l' supplement to an act entitled 'An act for 

the punishment of crimes' (Revis.ion 0 f 1898), approved June fourteenth, one 

thousand eight hundred and ninety-eig ht," which supplementary act was approved 

:March eleventh, one thousand nine h undrec1 and twenty-four, approved March 

twelfth, one thousand nine hundred an cl twenty-five. 

1 B~ IT l~NAc'r~D by thc Scnatc and GCl/eral Asscmbly of the State of Ncw Jcrsey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which t his act is amendatory be and the same is 

2 hereby amended so that the same shall read as follows: 

3 2. Any person dcsirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol or other 

4 Ii rcarm, pursuant to the provisions of t his act, shall in the first instance make ap­

5 plication therefor either to the chief police official of the municipality in which the 

6 applicant residcs or to the sheriff of the county wherein the applicant resides. If such 

7 application is approved by the chief police of-ficial or by the sheriff, as the case may be, 

8 the applicant shall then prescnt such application, so approved as aforesaid, [to a Com1l10n 

9 Picas judge of the county or to thc juslice o[ the SUj>rel\\e Comt or to the judge 

10 lwldillg" the circuit [or the eoullty] to the justice of the Supreme Court presiding in 

11 the county, or to a Common Pleas judge of the county in which the applicant is 

12 resident, who, after investigation, and being satisfieu of the sufficiency of the applica­

13 .tion, and of the need of such person carrying concealed upon his person, a revolver, 

14 pistol 0T other firearm, shall issue a permit therefore, which permit so issued shall be 



•
 

2
 

IS ~lI1Jject to revocation at any time thereaftl:r hy the ju,;tice of the Supreme C(Jurt 

16 presiding as aioresaicl. or by the judge of the Court of COllllllon Pleas. A permit so 

Ii issued pursuant to the provisions of this act is sufficient authority for the holder 

18 thereof to carry concealed upon his person a re\'o]v('r, pistol or other firearm in all 

19 parts of the State of ~ ew Jersey. [All permits issued pursuant to the provisions 

20 of this act shall expire on the thirty-fir st clay of December subsequent to the clate 

21 01 is,;ue, and IlIay thereafter be renewed for a period of iJxe years.] All permits 

22 issued pursuant to the prOVISions of this act shall cxpire on the thirty-first clay of 

23 December suLsequent to the clate of issue, and may thereafter be alll1I1ally rene\\'cd in 

2-+ the same manner aud subject to the same provisions by which the original permit 

25 was obtained. An applicant for a permit. pl11'suant to the provisions of this act, 

26 shall at the time of the granting of the ,;ame pay to the clerk of the county in 

27 which he resides, and in which the application is macle. a license fee of one dollar. 

28 The prosecutor of the pleas of any county. the chief police official of any. mu­

29 nicipality and/or any citizen may apply to the justice of the Supreme Court, or a 

30 judge of the Court of Common Pleas of the county wherein suel1 permit was issued, 

31 at any time for a revocation of a penni t heretofore issued, and the justice of the 

32 Supreme Court, presidiilg as aforesaid, or a judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 

33 are authorized and empowered, after hearing upon notice, to revoke any permit, so 

3-+ as aforesaid issued. No person whose permit has been revoked, pursuant to the pro­

3S visions hereof, sllall thereafter be issued any permit ).lnder the provisions of this act. 

36 Anv violation of this act shall be. deemed a high misdemeanor and punished 

37 accordingly. 

1 2. This. act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this act is to strengthen the supplement to the Crimes Act pursuant 

to which revolver permits are issued, by reducing the period for which a permit is 

issued from five years to one year; fixing an anllual licellse fee; providing for the 

revocation of permits so issued, and for the punishment of offenders against the act. 



SEf'1i1v.-rE, No. 397 
(Chap. 61, P. L. 1932) 

STATE OF NEVV JERSE~Y
 

I~TRODUCED }IAY 22, 1933 

By Mr. DuRAND 

Referred to Committee on }Iiscellaneous Business 

Ai ACT to amend an act entitled" An act to amend an act entitled' A further 

supplement to an net entitled "An act for the punishment of crimes" (Re­

vision of 1808), apprO\"ed .Tune fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-eight,; which supplementary act was approved }Iarch eleventh, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-four," approved March twelfth, OIle thou­

sand nine hundred and twenty-five. 

1 BE IT EXACTED &!J the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the 

Z same is hereby amended so that the same shall read as follows: 

3 2. Any person desirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol 

4 or othe1' lirearm, pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall in the first in­

5 stance make application therefor either to the chief police official of the mu­

6 nicipality in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of the county where­

7 in the applicant resides. If such application is approved by the chief police 

8 official or by the sheriff, as the case may be, the applicant shall then pre­

9 sellt such application, so approved as aforesaid, to the [justice of the Su­

10 preme Court presiding in the county, or to a common pleas judge of the 

11 county in which the applicant is resident] superintendent of the New Jersey 

12 SLJte Police, wIlc) , after inw~stigation which shall include obtaining the 1"in­
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14 sllfilciency of the application, aud of the Heed of sudl person carrying< COlJ­

15 cealed upon his person, a revolver, pistol or other {hearm, shall issue a permit 

lei therefor, \yhich permit so issued shall be subject to revocation at any time 

17 thereafter by tho justice of the SuprOllle Court presid in.~· [[l s aforosai<1] ill 

18 tho county in which the" applicant is resident, or by the judgo of the court 

19 of common pleas of the county in which the applicant is resident, or by the 

20 superintendent of the New J erS<7Y State Police. A permit so issued pursu­

21 ant to the provisions of this act is sufficient authority for the holder thereof 

22 to carry concealed upon his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm in all 

23 parts of the S.tate of New Jersey. All permits issued pursuant to the provi­

24 sions of this act shall expire on the thirty-first day of December subsequent 

25 to the date of issue, and may thereafter be annually renewed [in the same 

26 manner and subject to the same provisions by which the original permit was 

27 obtained] by direct application to the superintendent of the New Jersey State 
, 

28 Police. ~~n applicant for a permit, pursuant to the provisions of this act, 

29 shall at the time of granting of the same pay to the [clerk of the county in 

30 which he resides,] Xe\\' Jersey State Police for the State of New Jersey 

31 [and in which the application is made,] a license fee of one dollar. The 

3:2 prosecutor of the pleas of any county, the chief police official of any munici­

33 pality and/or any eitizen may UIJply to the justice of the Supreme Court, or 

34: a judge of the court of common pleas of the county wherein such permit 

35 [was issued] originated, or to the superintendent of the Yew Jersey State 

36 Police, at any time for a revocation of a permit heretofore issued, and the jus­

37 tice of the Supreme Court, presiding; as aforesaid, of a judge of tho COUl't 

3n,~ of common pleas, or the snperintendent of the New .Jerse)' State Police, are 

:':;0 autlJOl'lzc<1 allll clnpowerec1, after hcarin~' upon llolicc, to rcvoke any permit, 

3:) so as aforesaid issuecl. Xo perSOll whose permit has been revoked punmant 

40 to the provisions hereof, shall thereafter be issued any permit under the pro­

41 visions of this al'!. AllY violation or thi:s ad shall be deemod a high misde­

42 rneanor and jJuui:sLc(l accordingly. 



:~ 

STATE:\IENT 

'l'llis "llllelH}mellt is proposed to prevont criminals ana persons known to 

have llO legitimate use for concealed firearms from obtaining a permit as au­

tllOrizea uuder tle present act. 

---------------~~-----" 

~---==:::============================
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ASSEMBLY, No. 524 ~ 
(P. L. 1932, Chap. 61, p. 92) S~J17 

OF NEW JERSEY
 

I~TRODUCED JUNE 5, 1933 

By 1iT. FORT 

Referred to Committee on Economy and Reorganization 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled" An act to amend an act entitled' A further 

supplement to an act entitled" An act for the punishment of crimes" (Re­

vision of 1898), approved June fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-eight,' which. supplementary act was approved March eleventh, one 

thousand nine hundred and twen ty-four," approved Marc11 twelfth, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, approved April eleventh, one thou­

sand nine hundred and thirty-two. 

BE IT EXACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the 

2 same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Any person desirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol 

4 or other firearm, pursuant to the provisions of this act, .shall in the first 

5 instance make application therefor either to the chief police official of the 

6 municipality in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of the county 

i wherein the applicant resides. If such application is approved by the chief 

8 police official or by the sheriff, as t he case mny be, the applicant shall then 

9 pr~selJt such application, so approved as aforesaid, to the justice of the 

10 Supreme Court presiding in the county, or to a common pleas judge of the 

11 county in which the applicant is resident, who, after investigation, which 

12 shedl include the taking of the finger prints of the applicant and the CODi­
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1~~ p~ln"on of ilw s~mlC with any aIHl all record.,; of finger prillt" in Ulfl mllIliei­

1-1 pality and ('ounty in Wllich the applicant i" a residf'lll, aile] ;11;;0 tJlfl record.':! 

1:> or the sl1lwrvi;;or of the State Bllreuu of Idelltificaljoll of tllis State: and nIl; 

16 National Bureau in the Department of .Tl1"tice in 'Washington, D. C., and 

17 being satisfied of the snfficlency of the application, and of the need of such 

18 person carrying concealed upon his person, a revolver, pistol or other fire­

19 arm, shall issue a permit therefor, which permit so issued shall l)e subject 

20 to revocation at any time thereafter by the Justice of the Supreme Court 

21 presiding as aforesaid, or by the judge of the court of common pleas. A 

22 permit so issued pursuant to the provisions of this act is sufficient authority 

23 for the holder. thereof to carry concealed upon his person a revolver, pistol 

24 or other firearm in all parts of the State of New Jersey. All permits issued 

25 pursuant to the provisions of this act shall expire on the thirty-first day of 

26 December snbsequent to the date of issue, and may thereafter be annually 

27 renewed in the same manner and su bject to the same provisions by which the 

28 original permit was obtained. An applicant for a permit, pursnant to the 

29 provisions of tbis act, shall at the time of the granting of the same pay to 

30 the clerk of the county in which he resides, and in which the application is 

31 made, a license fee of one dollar. The prosecutor of the pleas of any connty, 

32 the chief police official of any municipality and/or any citizen may apply to 

33 the justice or the Supreme Court, or a judge of the court of common pleas 

34 of the county wherein such permit was issued, at any time for a revocation 

35 of a permit heretofore issued, and the justice of the Supreme Court, presid­

36 iug as aforesaid, or a judge of the court of common pleas are authorized and 

37 empowered, after hearing upon notice, to revoke any permit, so as aforesaid 

38 issued. No person whose permit has been rO','oked pursuant to the pro­

39 visions hereof, shall thereafter,be issued any permit under the provisions aT 

40 this act. Any violation of this act shall be c1.cemed a high misdemeanor and 

41 punished accordingly. 

1 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of thi::; act 

:2 be and the same are hereby repealed and this act shall take effect imme­

3 diatcly. 



---

STATE;\1ENT
 

The purpose of this act is to require further investigation of possible 

criminal records of applicants for permits to carry concealed weapons in this 

State. 

._----._---~-_. 
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SE:NATE CO:M1fITTEE SUBSTITU'rE :B~OH
 

SEf\IATE No. 397 & ASSEMBLY No. 524 

r~EV\J JERSE'( 

ADOPTED ,JUNE 21, 1933 

Ax ACT to amend an ae! entitled" An act to amend an act entitled 'A further 

supplement to an act entitled "An act for the punishment of crimes" (Re­

vision of 1898), approved .Tune fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-eight,' which supplementary act was approved }larch eleventh, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-four," approved lIIarch twelfth, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, approved April eleventh, one thou­

sand nine hundred and thirty-two. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Asse1nbly of the State of New 
I 

2· Jersey: 

1 1. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the 

2 same is lwreby: amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Any person desirous of obtaining a permit to carry a revolver, pistol 

± or other firearm, pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall in the first in­

5 stance make application therefor either to the chief police official of the mu­

6 nicipality in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of the county where­

7 in the applicant resides. If such application is approved by the chief police 

8 ofiicial or by the sheriff, as the case may be, the applicant shall then pre­

9 sent such application, so approvcd U::3 aforcsaid, to the justice of the Suprcme 

10 Court presiding in Uw county, or to a common pleas judge of the county ill 

11 \vhich the applicant is residcnt, who, after investigation, which shall include 

12 the llame and address of the manufacturer of such revolver, pistol or other 

13 firearm, also any and all of the manufacturer's identification nUllllwrs, let­

14 t<::1'8 and marks and a complete description of the kind and type of revol\'or . , 
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];) pistol or oiher firearm which "aill applicant intends to carry pursuant to tl!C
 

Hi provision of this act; prov'ided, however, that one permit shall be sufficient
 

17 for such revolvers, pistols or other firearms of the applicant, and also the Lak­


1S iug' of the finger prints of the applicant and the comparison of the same with
 

19 any und all records of finger prints in the municipality and county in which
 

20 the applicant is a resident, and also the records of the supervisor of the
 

21 State Burean of Identification of this State and the National Bureau in the
 

22 Department of Justice in ·Washington, D. C., and being satisfied of the suf­


23 ficiency of the application, and of the need of such person carrying concealed
 

24: upon his person, a revolver, pistol or other firearm, shall issue a permit 

25 therefor, which permit so issued shall be subject to revocation at any time 

26 thereafter by the justice of the Supreme Court presiding as aforesaid, or by 

'1:7 the judge of the court of common pleas. A permit so issued pursuant to the 

28 provisions of this act is sufficient authority for the holder thereof to carry 

29 concealed upon his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm in all parts of 

30 the State of New Jersey. All permits issued pursuant to the provisions of 

31 this act shall expire on the thirty-first day of December subsequent to the date 

32 of issue, and may thereafter be ann ually renewed in the same manner and 

33 subject to the same provisions by which the original permit ,vas obtained. 

34 An applicant for a permit, pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall at 

3;} the Lime of the granting of the same pay to the clerk of the county in which 

36 he resides, and in which the application is made, a license 1'ee of one dollar. 

37 The prosecutor of the pleas of any county, the chief police official of any mu­

38 nicipa1ity and/or any citizen may apply to the justice of the Supreme Court, 

3D or a ju<1ge of the court of common pleas of the county wherein such permit 

40 was issued, at any time for a revocation of a permit heretofore issued, and 

41 the justice of the Supremc Conrt, pl'esi<1illg as aforesaid, or a judge of the 

42 court of common pleas are authol'i:wd and empowered, after hearing upon 

43 notice, to revoke any permit, so as aforesaid issued, No person whose per­

44 mit has been revoked pursuant to the provisions hereof, shall thereafter be 

45 issued :my permit un<1er the provisions of this act. Any viobtion of this act 

46 shall he deemed a high misdemeanor nnd punished accordingly. 
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2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this ad 

:2 be and the same are hereby repealed and this act shall take effect imme­

3 diately. 
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2:176-13

-/'13 7 /P~/I;S/iJ;(
CRIMES-Weapons amI Explosives 2: 176-45

ing 01' c~rrying about his place of business, dwell­
ing hOllse, 'premises, or on land possessed by him,
any such revolver, pistol, !1re:ll'm or other weapon;
or from carrying the same from any place of
purchase to his dwelling house or place of busi­
ness, or from his dwelling house or place of
business to or from any place where repairing is
done, to have the same repaired, nor to prevent
any person frol11 carrying a gun, rifle or knife in
the woods or fields or upon the waters of the state
for the purpose of hunting or target practice.
Sources. L. 1924, c. 137, n, p. 305 [192·1 Supp!. §52-43j],

as am. by L. 1925, c. 64, n, p. 185, L. 1925, c. 207, §1,
p. 491, L. 1926, c. 270, §1, p. 453, L. 1927, c. 96, §1,
p. 183, L. 193'1, c. 74, ~1, p. 197, supp!. to L. 1898, c. 235,
p. 794. L. 1927, c. 321, §11, p. 717, as am. by L. 1928,
c. 212, §1, p. 384, suppl. to L. 1898, c. 235, p. 794.

2:176-43. Carrying concealed weapons; persons
excepted frol11 provisions of section 2:176-41. The
provisions of section 2:176-41 of this title shall not
apply to:

a. The United States marshal or his deputies;
b. Members of the army, navy or marine corps

of the United States or of the national guard when
on duty;

c. Any sheriff, undersheriff, prosecutor of the
pleas, assistant prosecutor or prosecutor's de­
tectives;

d. The regularly employed members, including
detectives, of the police department of any munici­
pality, or any special policemen appointed by the
governing body of any municipality;

e. Any member of the state police, or any motor
.vehicle inspector or state detective; .

f. Any jailer, constable, railway police, canal or
steamboat police, or any other peace officer, when
in discharge of his duties;

g. The fish and game commissioners; or the
regular fish and game wardens;

h. Any prison or jail wardens or their deputies,
or any guard or keeper of any penal institution in
this state;

i. Any court attendant engaged in attending
. the circuit court, court of oyer and terminer, court
of common pleas or general court of quarter ses­
sions, or justices of the peace;

j. Any member of a legally organized detective
agency;

k. Any guard in the employ of any railway ex­
press company, banking, or bUilding and loan in­
stitution of this state;

1. Any officer of the society for the prevention
of cruelty to animals;

m. Any duly authorized military organization
when under orders, or any member thereof when
going to or from places of meeting of their respec­
tive organizations, carrying the weapons pre­
scribed for drill, exercise or parade;

n. Persons having a hunter's license in going to
or from places of hunting;

o. Members of government civilian rifle clubs
duly organized in accordance' with the, rules pre­
scribed by the national board for the promotion of
rifle practice, in going to or from their several
plar.es of target practice and carrying weapons
necessary for such practice;

p. The commissioner, deputy commissioners, in­
spectors and investigators of the department of
alcoholic beverage control; or

q. Public utility corporations in the transporta­
tion of explosives.
Sources. L. 1909, ·c. 17, U, p. 34 [C. S. p. 1759, §13aJ,

suppl. to L. 1898, c. 2:~5, p. 791. L. 1912, c. 225, H,
p. 361, as am. by L. 1921, c. 108, §1, p. 206, L. 1922,
c. 31, §1, p. 60 [1924 Supp!. §52-43bJ, supp!. to L. 1898,
c. :l3G, p. 791. L. 1922, c. 1a8, n, p. 2a8 [1921 Supp!.
§52-43f], supp!. to L. 1898, c. 235, p. 794. L. 1924,
c. 137, H, p. 305 [1921 Supp!. §52--43jl, as am. by
L. 1925, c. 64, §1, p. 185, L. 1925, c. 207, §1, p. 494,
L. 1926, c. 270, n, p. 453, L. 1927, c. 96, §1, p. 183,
L. 1934, c. 74, §t, p. 197, suppl. to L. 1898, c. 235,
p. 791. L. 1927, c. 321, §11, p. 747, as am. by L. 1928,
c. 212, §1, p. 384, supp!. to L. 1898, c. 235, p. 794.

'2:176-44. Permit to carry firearms; application;
investigation of fingerprints; fee. Any person
desiring to obtain a permit to carry a revolver,
pistol or other firearm, shall in the first instance
make application therefor either to the chief police
official of the municipality in which the applicant
resides or to the sheriff of the county wherein the
applicant resides.

If such application is approved by the chief
police official or by the sheriff, as the case may
be; the applicant shall then present the same to
the justice of the supreme court presiding in the
county, or to a common pleas judge of the county
in which the applicant is a resident, who, after
investigation, which shall include the name and
address of the manufacturer of such revolver,
pistol or other firearm, also any and all of the
manufacturer's identification numbers, letters and
mark"s and a complete description of the kind and
type of revoler, pistol or other firearm which the
applicant intends to carry; provided, however, that
one permit shall be sufficient for such revolvers,
pistols or other firearms of the applicant, and also
the taking of the fingerprints of the applicant and
the comparison of the same with any and all
records of fingerprints in the municipality and
county in which the applicant is a resident and
also the records of the supervisor of the state
bureau of identification of this state and the na­
tional bureau in the department of justice in
Washington, D. C., and being satisfied of the
sufficiency of the application and the need of such
person to carry concealed upon his person a re­
volver, pistol or other firearm, shall issue a permit
therefor.

Each applicant for such a permit shall at the
time of granting of the same pay to the clerk of
the county in which he resides and in which 'the
application is made, a license fee of one dollar.
So\irce. L. 1924, c. 137, §2, p. 305 [1924 Supp!. §52-43ItJ,

as am. by L. 1925, c. 64, §2, p. 186, L. 1932, c. 61, §1,
p. 92, L. 1933, c. 329, §1, p. 857, supp!. to L. 1898,
c. 235, p. 794.

2:176-45. Permit to carry firearms; authority;
expiration and renewal; revocation. A permit
issued pursuant to section 2:176~44 of this title
shall be sufficient authority for the holder thereof
to carry concealed upon his person a revolver,
pistol or other firearm in all parts of the state.
All permits issued pursuant to said section
2:176-44 shall expire on the thirty-first day of

i

Ii
[Title 2, p. 485]

-~ -J
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ASSEIv1tBLY, No. 351 
(Revised Statutes, section 2 :176-44.) 

s-:-rATE OF NEW JERSE,y
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 27, 1939 

By Mr. HUNTINGTON 

Referred to Committee on Miscellaneous Business 

AN ACT concernmg carrying of concealed weapons, and amending 
. . 

. 2:176-44 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey. 

section 

1 BE.IT ENACTED by the Senate and General.iLssembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 :176-44 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2 2 :176-44. Any person desiring to obtain a permit to carry a revolver, 

3 pistol or other firearm shall in the first instance make application there­

4 for either to the chief police official of the municipality in which the applicant 

5 resides or to the sheriff of the county wherein the applicant resides. 

6 If such application is approved by the chief police official or by the 

7 sheriff,' as .the case may be, the applicant shall then present the same to . 

8 the justice of the Supreme Court presiding in the county, or to a common 

9 pleas judge of the county in which the applicant is a resident, who, after in­

10 vestigation, which shall include the name and address of the manufacturer 

11 of such revolver, pistol or other firearm, also any and all of the manufac­

12 turer's identification numbers, letters and marks and a complete descrip­

13 tion of the kind and type of revolver, pistOl or other firearm which the ap­

14 plicant intends to carry; prov'ided, however, that one permit shall be 

15 sufficient for such revolvers, pistols or other firearms of the applicant, and 

16 also the taking of the fingerprints of the applicant and the comparison of 
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.) 

17 the :;;<11110 with ,111~' mJd :111 l'N'()]'(ls of fi.n,~crprints in the municipality and 

18 (~Ol1llt.y ill whic·h tll0 <1PIlJieani is :l ],0sidellt and also tlH' records of the Sllpel'­

19 visor of the State Rnl'(';ll1 of Tdentific:atioll of this Stat!' and tlw llatiollal 

20 bUl'c:Jn in tll(\ Drparimcllt of .Tusti(~e in Washington, District of Columhia, 

21 and behlg satisfied of thC' sufficiency of the application and the need of such 

22 person to enTry roncl'HJe<1 upon llis perROn a revolver, pistol or other fire­

23 arm, shall issue a permit therefor.
 

24 Each applicant for such a permit shall at the time of granting the same
 

25 pay to the clerk of the county in which he resides and in which the applica­


26 tion is made, a license fee of [one dollar] three dollars.
 

1 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed 

2 and this act shaH take effect immediately_ 

STATEMENT 

The pui-pose of this bill is to approximate as nearly as possible the cost of 

investigational service required in order to adequately inform the judges re­

garding the character and reputation of applicants and the purposes for which ' 

they desire to carry weapons. 
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1'51 ~ i/J,s'D# .
CRIMES-Weapons and Explosives 2A:176-44

2A:176-41. Carrying concealed weapons; pen­
alty; liecnse to carry pistol or revolver. Except
as hereinafter provided, a person who shall carry
in any automobile, carriage, motor cycle or other
vehicle, or concealed on or about his clothes or
person, or otherwi e concealed in his possession:

a. A pistol, revolver or other firearm without
having first obtained a permit to carry the same
in accordance with the provisions of this chap­
ter; or

b. Any instrument of the kinds known as a
blackjack, slung shot, billy, sandclub, sandbag,
bludgeon, metal knuckles, dagger, dirk, dangerous
knife or stiletto, bomb, or any high explosive,
othcr than fixed ammunition-

Shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
Source. R. S. 2: 176-41.

2A:176-42. Carrying weapons about one's
premises or for purposes of hunting or target
practice. Nothing contained in section 2A:176-41
of this title shall be construed to prevent a per­
son from keeping or carrying about his place oj)
business, dwelling house, premises, or on land
possessed by him, any such revolver, pistol, fire­
arm or other weapon; or from carrying the same
from any place of purchase to his dwelling house
or place of business, or from his dwelling house
or place of business to or from any place where
repairing is done, to have the same repaired, nor
to prevent any person from carrying a gun,
rifle or knife in the woods or fields or upon the
waters of the state for the purpose of hunting
or target practice.
Source. R. S. 2:17&-42.

2A:176-43. Carrying concealed weapons; per­
sons excepted from 'provisions of section
2A:176-41. The provisions of section 2A:176-41
of this title shall not apply to:

a. The United States marshal or his deputies;
b. Members of the army, navy or marine corps

of the United States or of the national guard
when on duty; .

c. Any sheriff, undersheriff, deputy sheriff,
county prosecutor, assistant prosecutor or prose­
cutor's detectives;

d. The regularly employed members, including
detectives, of the police department of any mu­
nicipality, or any special policeman appointed
by the governing body of any municipality;

e. Any member of the state police, or any mo­
tor vehicle inspector or state detective;

f. Any jailer, constable, railway police, canal
or steamboat police, or any other peace officer,
when in discharge of his duties;

g. The fish and game commissioners, or the
regular fish and game wardens;

h. Any prison or jail wardens or their deputies,
or any guard or keeper of any penal institution
in this state;

i. Any court attendant serving as such under
appointment by the sheriff of the county or by

ArtiZlc L AUHYING CONCEALED WE, I>ONS. the judge of the superior court, county court,
and magistrates;

j. Any member of a legally organized detec­
tive agency;

k. Any guard in the employ of any railway ex- .
press company, banking or building and loan
institution of this state;

1. Any officer of the society for the prevention
of cruelty to animals;-

m. Any duly authorized military organization
when under orders, or any member thereof when
going to or from places of meeting of their
respective organization, carrying the weapons
prescribed for drill, exercise or parade;

n. Persons having a hunter's license in going
to or from places of hunting;

o. Members of government civilian rifle clubs
duly organized in accordance with the rules pre­
scribed by the national board for the promotion
of rifle practice, in going to or from their several
places of target practice and carrying weapons
-necessary for such practice;

p. The director, deputy directors, inspectors and
investigators of the division of alcoholic bever­
age control in the department of law and public
safety; or

q. Public utility corporations in the transporta­
tion of explosives.
Source. R. S. 2:176-43, as am. L. 1938, c. 125, p. 259, §l.

2A:176-4..4. Permit to carry firearms; appl"ca­
tion, investigation of fingerprints; fee. Any
person desiring to obtain a permit to carry a
revolver, pistol or other firearm shall in the
first instance make application therefor either to
the chief police official of the municipality in
which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of
the county wherein the applicant resides.

If such application is approved by the chief
police official or by the sheriff, as the case may
be, the applicant shall then present the same to
a judge of the county in which the applicant
is a resident, who, after investigation, which
shall include the name and address of the manu­
facturer of such revolver, pistol or other firearm,
also any and all of the manufacturer's identifica­
tion numbers, letters and marks and a complete
description of the kind and type of revolver,
pistol or other firearm which the applicant in­
tends to carry; provided, however, that 1 permit
shall be sufficient for such revolvers, pistols or
other firearms of the applicant, and also the
taking of the fingerprints of the applicant and
the comparison of the same with any and all
records of fingerprints in the municipality and
county in which the applicant is a resident and
also the records of the supervisor of the state
bureau of identification of this state and the
national bureau in the department of justice in
Washington, District of Columbia, and being sat­
isfied of the sufficiency of the application and
the need of such person to carry concealed upon
his person a revolver, pistol or other firearm, shall
issue a permit therefor.

Each applicant for such a permit shall at the

[Title 2A, p. 281]
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't1mc 'of 'gr::mting- the S:ll1le pay to the clerk of the
.~Olm,y in which he resi ]es :md in which the
:<pp.k:ltio:1 is made, J. license fee of $3.00.
SOur"l'. R S. 2:17u-H, :18 am. L. 1030, c, 32l, p. 700. §l.

~, :1';6-15. l'crmit '0 ('any ircarllls; :llIt1writ.y;
,'xllira tion and rencwal; rm'oca ion. A permit
i::;:mcd pursuant to section 2.'\.:17G->1'1 of this title
sh: II be sutllcient aUtl\ority for the holder thcre­
of to calTY concealed upon hi::; per::;on a revolver,
pisto or other firearm in all parts of the state.
All permits issued pursuant to said section
:?A:17G--1·1 shall expire on the 31::;t day of De­
cember subsequent to the date of issue, and may
theroarter be renewed annually in the same man­
ner and subject to the same provisions by which
tho original permit was obtained. .

Any such permit may be revoked by a judge
of the county court of the county wherein the
permit was issued. The county prosecutor of any
COUnty, the chief of police of any municipality
01' any citizen may apply to such judge of the
county court at any time for a revocation of
any permit issued, and the judge of the county
court may; after hearing upon notice, revoke any
such permit. No person whose permit has been
revoked pursuant to the provisions hereof shall
thereaftCl' be issued any permit under the pro-
visions of this article. '
S~urcc. R'. S. 2:176-·15.

2. :176-·16. Violations of provIsIOns relating to
perm" s 0 carry. A violation of any of the pro­

,'visions of sections 2A:17G-44 or 2A:176-45 of this
title shall be deemed a misdemeanor.
Source. R. S. 2:176--4.6.

2A:176--47. Permits in 'blank for banking in­
st"t tions~ The president of any national bank,
bUilding and loan association, trust company or
other banking institution located in any munici­
pality of this stale may make application to the

,chief of police of the municipality for permits"
in blank, to be used by the messengers, clerks or'
other employees or agents of such institutions for
'Jse while engaged in the performance of their
r02spp.ctive duties. Upon the issue of such per­
mits, the president shall transmit to the chief
of police from whom the permits were obtained,
a record of the persons to whom the same wero
issued. Permits issued in blank in accordance
with this section shall not exceed 20 in number
to anyone banking institution.
Source. R. S. 2:17G-l.7.

2A:17G-18. False representations in permit
appl"cations or in purchases. Any person who
snaIl give or cau~e to be given any false in­
formation, or shall sign a fictitious name or
address, 'in applying for a permit to purchase or

'. a pc:rmit to carry a pistol, revolver or other fire­
arm, or in purchasing or otherwise acquiring
dc:livery of the same, shall be guilty of a high
mi::::dcmcanor.
Source. It. S. 2: l"1G---18.

l\rU<:Ic n. MACllJ:-;Jo: G1J:-;S .

2A:17G-Il~). ":'t'!:H:hine Kill or au oma.tic rjfJ<:"
de j cd. The term "machine gun or aut0rtlGLtic
rifle", as used in this article, shall mean any
weapon, mechanism or instrument not requiring
that the tl'jgger be pressed for each shot and
having a reservoi1', belt 01· other' m(;ans of stor­
ing and carrying ammunition, which can be'loadcd
into the said weapon, mechanism or instrum(;nt
and fired therefrom at the rate of 5 or more
shots to the second.
,SOlin:". H. S. 2: 17(;-1~.

2A:176-50. Sale, purchase Or possession of
rn:t.c li:lC guns; penalty. Any person who shall
sell, give, loan, furnish or deliver any machine
gun or automatic rifle to another person, or a
person who shall purchase, have or possess any
machine gun or automatic rifle, shall be guilty
of a high misdemeanor.
So"rce. R. S. 2:176-50.

2A:176-51. Exceptions to section 2A:176-50.
Section 2A:176-50 of this title shall not apply to
any person having a license to purchase, have
and possess a machine gun or automatic rifle,
when. such license is obtained in the manner
hereinafter provided; nor to the authorized agents
or servants of such licensee; nor to the officers
and members of any duly authorized military
organization; nor to the officers and members
of the police force of any municipality, or of the,
state; nor to any sheriff or undersheriff; nor to
any county prosecutor, his assistants, detectives,
and employees.
SOUl'ce. R. S. 2:176-51.

2A: 76-52. License to procure machine gun;
applica ion; reference and approval; issue of
license. Any person who desires to purchase,
have and possess a machine gun or automatic
rifle may apply to a judge of the county court
of the county in which the applicant is a resident
for a license to purchase, have and possess a
machine gl.:n or automatic rifle. The application
shall be in w.riting and shall state in detail the
reasons why the applicant desires such license.
Upon such application being presented to the
judge, he shall refer the same to the sheriff of
the county or to the chief police officer of the
municipality in which the applicant resides, for
his investigation and approval. If the applica­
tion is approved by the sheriff or chief police
officer, said judge may, in his discretion, issue a
license under his hand and the seal of his court
to the applicant to purchase, have and possess
a machine gun or automatic rifle, for his own pro­
tection and for the protection of his servants and
employees.
SOllnc. R. S. 2:176-52.

2A:176-52.1. Blank. See proposed additional
. legislation.

2A:17G-G3. Record and delivery of license. Up­
on the issuance of such license, the judge shoJI
send or deliver the same to the county clerk of

l''l'itle 2A, p. 282]
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