
SENATE, No. 303

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTRODUCKD .VF ,IL 24, 1941 

By Mr. ZINK

Reforrod to Coiimulti'i' on Municipal Aid

An Act conocrniiiK the loRal sottlenient of wrtaiii neinly |)or(<ona. providin^t for 

the administration of public assistance in eertain eases and presrribini; 

penalties for the vioiatien thereof and re|H<alinK swtions ten to fifteen, both 

inclusive, and sections twenty-one to twe'ity-four. Imth inilusive, of “An act 

to provide for the protection, welfare of and financial assistance to certain 

needy |>ersons in the State of New Jersey, providini; for the administration 

thereof, and prescrihiiiK penaltVs for the violation thereof," r.pjiroved .June 

eighteenth, one thousand nine hundred and forty (F. L. 1940, c. 130).

1 Hr. IT r.NAcrro fci/ Ihf Si tial,' naJ (Imrr”' s. >lff of fac Stnlr of ,V. a’

2 Jrrtfif;

1 1. Definitions. As used in this act:

2 “Director of inuoici|>al aid” nie.ms the Inrector of Municipal .\id of

3 the State Municipal .\id Administration;

4 “Director of welfare" means the ofik-er whoso duty it is to administer

5 public assistance in a iimnicipality iuelmlinK the |)crson desiirnated by a local

6 assistance boani to be its chief eiecutive and administrative oflScer, and an

7 overseer of the iM>or:

8 "Municipality" shall Include, In ineanief, any city, borouxii, township,

9 town, villnKc or miinici|>ality Koverned by a Isiard of roinniissioaers or an

10 improvement commission, whether |»artici|»aling in State aid for relief funds

11 or not;



m * .
-1

12 “Public assistance” means assistance rendered to needy pc-sons, not

13 otherwise provided for under the laws of this State, where such persons

14 are willing to work but are nnable to secure employment due either to

15 physical disability or inability to find employment, and includes what is eom-

16 monly called “emergency relief,” and “temporary or outdoor poor lelief”

17 given to neeily persons who can be r .dieved temporarily in their homes or

18 -ithont being maintained in an almshouse or welfare house,

19 “Person” may moan, according to the context, a person and his family;

1 3. Immediate public assistance shall be promptly rendered to any needy

2 |>cT8on by the director of welfare of that municijiality where the person is

3 found at the time of application, subject to determination and adjustment

4 of responsibility as hereinafter provided.

1 3. Subject to the provisions of t bis act, every person of full age who has

2 been or shall be a resident of and domiciltHl within the boundaries of this

3 State without interruption for two continuous years shall have legal settle-

4 ment i;i this Slate for the purimses of this act provided said i>erson during 

6 that [H>riod has resided for one continuous year in one municipality.

I 4. Subject to the provisions of this act, every |)erson of full ago who has

5 or shall have legal settlement in this State shall have municiiml settlement

3 for the pur|>oses of this act in that munici|)ality in which be has last resided

4 for one coulim;..iis year.

I 5. The time spent by a person residing in this State shall be construed as 

3 an interruption of (he continuity of residence re<piired for legal settlement in

3 this Stale under section three, while such person was or is

4 (al Receiving public assistaiice, as deflnetl in this act;

6 (b) Receiving public aid from any municipality, county. State or

« Fe«lernl agency when that aid could not have h.>en obtaine<l according to

7 law unVss the person is in need, whether recciv«>d in the form of

8 orders, cash or wages;

9 (c) Receiving assistance ;;ndcr (a) or aid under (b) for such i>crson

10 or for his wife or a minor child for whose support either such |>eriion

11 or his wife is responsible in this or in any other State;



12 (d) In a charitable, cnstodial or correctional institution in this St 'te

13 or while hia wife or minor child is in a charitable, custodial or cor-

14 rectional institution of another State or of the Federal Rovernment;

15 (e) On {uirole from an institution of this State, another State or of

16 the Federal government;

17 (f) A fugitive from justice;

18 (g) Illegally in the United States;

19 (h) In the armed forces of the United States;

20 (i) In a veteran’s hospital or simitar institution;

21 and the two continuous years of residence riniuired for legal settleineul in

22 this State under section three shall be oomputeil from the dale of the termina-

23 tion of any interruption hereinabove siieeifled.

1 !>. For the puri>ose of deteimining miinieipal settlement under H«H’lion

2 four, the time sprmt by a person residing in this Stale under the eireiiro

3 stances ennmerated in si'hser-lions (a) through (i) inclusive of s-vtion five

4 shall not lie construed ns an interruption of the continuity of residence and

5 such time shall not l>e computed in determining length of residence.

1 7. Public assistance shall not be deemed public assislanee rritliin the

2 meaning of section five subsection (a) if if is given by reason of <|nnrantine

3 because of a communicable disease iin<ler the provisions ol the public health

4 laws of this Stale or if th» cost of such assistanes- has lavn repaid by the

ipient in full.

1 8. FiVery person who has or shall have a sc|>arate legal settlement, not

2 deriv«>d from that of another person, pursuant to the provisions of this act

3 shall continue to have such legal settlement until he shall remove from this

4 State and remain therefrom eonlimiouslv for one year; ei.-cpt that absence 

.*> from the State for one year or more lH>cnnsc of sen ice in the armed forces 

fi of the United SI Hies shall not result in los, of sclllemeni pr..viding the 

7 person was indnelcd into the service while residing in Ibis Stale.

1 0. Kvery [MTson who has removed or shall remove from this .Stale and

2 has remainetl or shall remain therefrom les. than one year shall ujam bis

I -i iv
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3 return have the same municipal eettlement as he had at the time of leaving

4 this State.

1 10. The initiation of correspondence by another State or a public agency

2 thereof seeking to return a person to this State shall terminate the period

3 of absence from this State for the purpose of determining whether legal

4 eetilement has been lost.

1 11, The settlement of a married woman shall be that of her husband

2 except as otherwise herein provided;

3 (a) If her .'msband at the time of her marriage does not have settle­

ment in any State, she shall retain her own settlement until her husband 

ac<|uire8 one or until hers is lost.

(b) A widow or woman who is divorced or separated by judicial 

dM:ree from her husband shall have the same settlement which she had 

at the time of the death of her husband or of her divorce or judicial 

separation, but may snbseqnently acquire a new settlement.

(cl After continrous separation from her husb.<ind and absence from 

the State for one year, a married woman’s settiement shall be lost until 

such time os she and her husband voluntarily resume living together, 

in which event her settlement wilt be that of her husband.

12. The settlement of a minor horn in wedlock shall be that of his parents 

2 or surviving parent or in case of divorce or separation, of the parent having 

8 Ms enst</' Ir. the case of the death of the parent having custody, the

4 settlement shali be that of the surviving parent. In case of the death of

6 both parents or in case of permenent separation from his parents by court 

B or<ier or by surrender of custody by an instrument in writing in accordance

7 with law, the settlement of such minor at the time of such death or separa- 

l> tion shall continue nntil his majority unless he shall gain a separata settle- 

!> ment as hereinafter provide<l.

1 1.1. The settleinent of a minor born out of wedlock shall ha that of his

2 mother; but such minor may accpiire a separate settlement in the same 

.1 manner as minors born in wedlock, as hereinafter provided.
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I 14. A minor s'lnl! gain s separate settlement as followa;

j (a) If a male, by marrying and living apart from parents for one

3 rear.

4 (b) If a female, by marrying and living with her husband.

5 (e) By being legally adopted, in which case he shall have the settle-

6 ment of his foster parents or parent.

7 (d) By residing separately and apart from his parents and being

8 lawfully employed for one year when wages are paid to such minor.

9 This provision shall not apply in the case of a minor serving an appreu-

10 ticeship or securing an education in a regularly organired training

II school or other etlucational institution, or where such minor is dep.-'ndeiit

12 in whole or in part upon his paient or guardian for support; except that

13 if such minor resumes living with either of his parents, his settlement

14 shall he the same as it was before his departure.

1 l.'i. Wlien a widow, divorced WDimin or unmarried mother gains a new

2 settlement by marriage, if, at the time of such marriage, her child is not

3 in her eustmly and is receiving care at public ex|>eHse, the settlement of

4 such child shall not follow that of its mother until such time as the rhild 

3 hr.s been returned to the cnsto<ly of its mother and has remained in her car* 

6 without r«>feipt of puhlie xssistanee for the periinl of one year.

1 Ifl. \o minor who is brought into this .‘ttate, or who is phieml out in

2 any fam’ - ‘hciein by any |>erson, society or eor]>oration, public or private,

3 of this or any other State, shall gain a separate legal settlement for the

4 purposes of this net except ns provided by s.-etion fourteen.

1 17. When a |>ersnn alleged to have a settlement elsewhere in the State

2 than in the municipality in which he is found is in need of puhlie assist- 

1 ance, the director of welfare of the munieipality where such |srson is found

4 shall provi.l.' the assistant ncu-ssary. hut shall, as s4.oii as |H)ssihle, send

5 a written notice stating the facts relating t.. aueh i«-r«.n’s settle.nent to

6 the director of welfare of the muniei|wli!y in which such [.erson is allege.1

7 to hnve a settlenwnt.
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1 18. The director of erelfare receiving eneh notice shall forthwith eanse

2 an investigation to be made as to the settlement of such person. He maj

3 accept the responsibility for assistance granted to snch person in which

4 event said director of welfare, subject to the provisions of section twentv-

5 cine, may elect:

3 (a) To order snch person moved and returned to the place of legal

settlement at the expense rf the municipality in which assistance is 

being granted, or

(b) To be charged by the director of welfare of the municipality in 

which such person is found, for the cost of assistance which shall be 

granted, after the giving of snch notice, for a period not exceeding 

four months and for such further jteriod or periotls, if any, as shall bo 

agreed to by the director of welfare of the municipality in which snch

14

15

assistance is being granted.

In any ease provided for under subsection “b” of this seetien, upon

16 the expiration of said period of four months and of any extended period

17 or i>erio.ls, if any. provided by this section, the director of welfare of the

18 mnnici|>ality in which snch person is found shall order and cause such perso«

19 to he moved and returned to his place of legal settlement at the expense

20 of the municipality in which assistance is being granted.

1 19. If the director of welfare recsdving a notice under section »even-

2 teen deci*les to contest the allegation of the settlement of aach person con-

3 tained in such notice, he shall not later than thirty days after its receipt

4 send a written protest stating the facts of the case relating to snch per-

5 son’s settlement to the director of welfare who issued the notice.

1 20. Failure by th<' director of welfare to send snch protest within the

2 time siwcifle*! or any extend-al lime as herein provido.1 shall constitute an

3 acceptance on behalf of the mnnici|>ality of res|H>nsibility for the snpimrt of

4 snch |iereon and an admission that legal settlement is in the municipality

6 of which he is director of welfare.

f
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1 21. If tnch protest is sent and the (Krectcr of welfare of the munici-

2 polity where the person is fonnd does not aco^t the facts therein presented 

8 or if no protest is received by him, the determination of the settlement of

4 sneh person shall be referred to the State Municipal Aid Administration by

5 the director of welfare of the municipality where the person is found hy send-

6 iny to the State Municipal Aid Administration a written reference not later

7 than forty days after the sending of the ^notice, a copy of wHch reference

8 shall be sent at the same time to the director of welfare of the municipality

9 wherein the person is alleyed to have leyal settlement.

1 23. Failure by a director of welfare to send sneh protest within the time

2 specified or any extended finte as herein provided shall constitute a concur*

3 recce iu tho decision of the director of municipal aid hereinafter referred to.

1 2^. The director of municipal aid, niton (rood cause shown, may extend

2 the time allowed for sending a protest or reference.

1 24. The notice, protest and reference re<iuirc<l by this act shall he made

2 in the forms prescribes! by the director of municipal aid and shall be sent

3 by reyistere<i mail.

1 25. The director of municipal aid shall render a decision determining

2 leg*! settlement after due consideraticn of all the facts and arguments of

3 the contesting directors of welfare. If insufficient f.scts are before him, be

4 may cause an investigation to be made and set a date for a hearing, to be 

b held after due notice to the welfare officials involvnl. He may iu his deci-

6 sion order the person be remov»Hl to his place of legal settlement and

7 that the director of welfare of said iimnici|vality accept and recuve such

8 ]>erson and provide such assistance ns may Iw necessary.

1 2<j. Any decision of Inc dins’lor of municipal aid shall Irwome final

2 uimn the date of mailing of a copy thereof l» ibe parties inv-dvcsl. The di*

3 rector of municipal aid ahall la* deem.sl to be a party to any jud.ieial action

4 involving any such d.vi.iou, and may la- represented i» any judicial action 

6 by ai'.y .lu/iliflcsl attorney who may be a regular salaried employee of the

6 State Municipal Aid Administration, or at Uh* diua-lor of munici|ml aid's

7 request, hy the Attorney ticm ral.

II



I 27. duector 9i mmueipi&l aid may eaferee hi* decision against the 

8 responsibU nniucipaUty by witbhoUuig from it from any Stm« fnnda vhidt

3 may bo available for that paipoee such sums as aro saffieieat to oaro for aneh

4 porsoB vhieh soma shall be paid directly by the State Manieipal Aid Ad- 

3 ministration to the mankipality where the perton is receiving assistance 

6 in reimbursement therefor.

1 2H. The director of mnnicipal aid nay apply to the court of common

3 ploas of the county wherein such person has legal settlement for an order

3 dirwting the re8)>onaibi» mnnicipality and its director of welfare to famish

4 assistance to the person in such manner as the court shall direct. Snch order 

& may bo obtained upon five davs’ notice to the municipality responsible for

6 such assistance and to its director of welfare. Violation of any snch order

7 of the court of common pleas shall be a contempt of said court and the per-

8 son so violating shall be subjected to alt penalties which by law may be im-

9 posed for other contempts of swh court.

1 29. The muniospaUty of legal settlement shall be required to reimburse

2 the municipality where the person is found for all assistance given to such

3 person subsequent to Hie date of the mailing of a notice pursuant to section

4 seventeen. The cost cf such assistance from time to time may be recovered 

9 by the muniei|>ality granting it from the responsible municipality in an 

6 action at law in a court of com|>etent jurisdiction.

1 .10. A director of welfare shall not furnish assistance to a person having

3 legal settlement in his munici)>ality while such person is residing in another

3 mnnicipality, without having first obtained the approval in writing of the

4 director of welfare of the municipality where the person is residing.

1 31. If a |H>rson receiving public assistance in a municipality other than

2 the one lesponsihle for hit suppe rt, ujion determination of responsibility and 

.1 order of removal made pursuant to the provisions of this act, refuses to be 

4 rerooveil to his place of legal settlemciil, Hh> director of welfare of tbs' mn-

niripatity in which such |terson is shall forthwith apply to the' court of com- 

ll mon pleas for the issnance of an order to the sheriff of the county where
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7 tnch person is, or to some other person or persons, to remove such person to

8 the municipality in which he has his place of legal settlement and said

9 sheriff or other person or i>ersons are authorised and empowered to remove 

10 such person accordingly.

t 32. No jterson shall, without legal authority, send or bring, or cause to

2 be sent or brought, any poor person into a municipality with the purpose of

3 making him a charge on such munici]>ality or for the purpose of avoiding

4 the responsibility of support in the municipality from which ho is brou,^nt 

8 or sent. Any person convicted of violating this section shall be guilty of a 

6 misdemeanor.

1 33. Persons having no legal settlement in the State shall he furnished

2 public assistance by that municipality where found subject to reimbursement

3 by the State to the extent of eighty per centum (SO'! ) of the total cost of

4 such assistance which shall he given in accordance with the standardr., rule*

5 and regulations of the director of mnuicipnl aid.

1 .34. All such cases shall lie immediately directed to the attention of the

2 director of municipal aid who shall forthwith take all lawful steps, under

3 interstate agreements or otherwise, atTecting the removal of or i«'rmanent re-

4 settlement of suck persons.

1 3,3. A director of wi'lfare who grants assistance to a i«>rson not having

2 legal settlement in this State shall forthwith and not later than twenty days

3 after the first grant of assistance notify the Municipal Aiil Administration in

4 writing thereof. If a director of welfare fails to smid sneh notification within

5 the time prescribed and the iM>rson loses sct'lcment in another State by rcasim 

fi of such failure, the director of municipal aid shall refuse teimhnrsemeet for

7 such assistance as long as the (wrv.n lack- legal wltlemeiit. in which event

8 the total cost of assistance given to such jx-rson shall ls> t«»rne by the rnunid-

9 |>ality. If such jwrson removes to another muiiici|Mility, the cost of assist- 

10 ance given by the other munici,MUity to such p*'r"on shall continue to la- 

n chargeable against the first municipality as long as the ja-rson lacks legal

w
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12 iettlemciu and the municipality granting such assistance may recorer its 

IS cost from the first municipality from time to time in an action at lav in a 

14 court of competent jurisdiction.

1 36. Any person applying for public assistance who refuses to return to

2 another State wherein he has legal settlement after p:oper authorization

3 therefor hsa been obtained shall upon acceptance of public assistance be

4 guilty of a misdemeanor.

1 37. The director of municipal aid shall net as the agent of the State in

2 effectuating the purposes of any reciprocal interstate agreements respecting

3 the trans]>ortation of dependents and shall have complete control and super-

4 vision of cases which other States are seeking to return to this State. The

5 direi'tor of municipal aid shall have sole authority to cither accept or reject

6 such cases in behalf of the State and its municipalities according to the pro-

7 visions of this act; except that the said director may refuse to accept a case

8 when it is in the jmhlic interest of this State to invoke a policy of reciprocity 

!> as to those States whose legal settlement laws or the interpretation thereof

10 unduly prevent the return of persons who are in e*iuity and good conscience 

j 11 their resiKinsihility, and the burden of proof shall lie ui>on the State or public 

12 agency thereof seeking to return a person to this State.

1 .38. The dii'ision of the diriH'tor of municipal aid to accept a case under

2 section thirty-seven shall be final. It shall be the duty of the director of wel-

3 fare of the munici)mlity where the person sought to be returned has legal 

settlement to send an acknowledgment of responsibility for such case in

5 writing to the director of municipal aid not later than ten days after the mail-

6 ing of the decision.

1 .30. If a director of welfare fails to send such acknowledgment of re-

2 s|H>nsihility within the time specified, the director of munici|>al aid may apply 

.3 to the court of common picas of the county wherein the j>orson sought to

4 he returnrtl lias legal settlement for an order directing the responsiWe rou-

5 Bici|Mility and its director of welfare to a«vpl and ri'ceive said |htsou and

6 furnish such assistam-e as may he necessary. Such order may he obtainwl



7 npon five days’ notice to the mnnieipality responsible for such assistance and

8 to its ditsetor of welfare. Violation of any sneh order of the eonrt of eom-

9 mon pleas shall be a contempt of said court and the person so violatinfr shall

10 bo subject to all penalties which by low may be imposed for other contempts

11 of such court.

1 40. All cases referred from out of the State which shall come to the atten-

2 tion of a director of welfare shall forthwith be referred to the State Muniei-

3 pal Aid Administration.

1 41. At the request of the director of municipal aid it shall l>e the duty of

2 a director of welfare to cause an investiiration to be made of the residence

3 within hir. municipality of a ihtsou aliened to have settlement within tho

4 State.

1 42. Any person who knowinnly lirinns, or eauses to 1m- hronnht, a destitute

2 person from out of the State into this State without leRal authority and

3 leaves him or attempts to leave liim for the purimse of making him a public

4 eharge, shall lie guilty of a misdemeanor.

1 4;t This act shall not be construed to apply to transients.

1 44. Nothing in thir act shall apply to or affect a person from oniside the

3 United Slates of America, or in any way change the rights or liabilities of

3 such iM-ri.ons as conferred or imimsed by any law of the United Stales, nor

4 the right otherwise conferred by law to deport or remove such ,M-rsons to

5 anv oilier State wherein the person still retains, or may have «.-,piir.-d. a 

fl Mtl. t ac-ordii.g to the laws of any Stale or coniilry. and in all such eases 

7 no settlement shall lie dm-med to have b.-en ao<iuiii-d within this Stale.

1 4.'.. Any iwrtinilar grant of imwer eontaine.1 in this art shall lie held to

2 bo in s|H-eifleatioii, Imt not in liiiiilalioii of generrd towers.

1 4«i. The dirm ior of niiinioipal aid may promulgate, alter ami amend from

2 time to time such rules, regulations and directory order, a. are uece.Miry and

3 pro,M-r for carrying out any of the provisions ol this act. which rules, regu

4 lalioii. ami order, shall la- himling u|a'« «be muniei,•lilies.

1 47. Kvery ,M-rsou residing in tin. Slate r.t the time of the ,«,..age of this

2 act who had legal re.idemv ... this State under M. lion. ten. twelve and thi.

V-JJ
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3 teen of chapter one hnndretl thirty of the laws of one thonsand nbe hundred

4 and forty, hereinafter repealed, shall have legal settlement in this State until

5 such time as it is lost under the provisions of this act However, the mn-

6 nicipal settlement of such persons shall be determined only in accordance

7 with the pro>'isions of this act

\ 4^l. Sections ten to fifteen, iuclusivc, and sections twenty-one to twenty-

2 four, inclnsive, of chapter one hundred thirty of the laws of one thorsand nine

3 hucdrui and forty are hereby expresnly repealeo. Sections 44:1-102 to

4 44:1-127, inclusive, and sections 44:4-67 to 44:4-81, inclusive, of the Kevised

5 Statutes are hereby superseded 'usofar as they are inconsistent with the pro- 

*3 visions of this act.

1 49. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This hill has a twofold pur|K)so. First, it is designed to clarify, amplify 

and make uniform the laws dealing with the legal settlement of needy persons. 

This has long been considered necessary by almost all, if not all, of the local and 

State i-.dnii'iistrators of public assistance in New Jersey. Second, it establishes 

a nitMiertiiaed administrative procedure for determining legal settlement dis­

putes and the handling of non State resident rases.

The present laws are not merely inadequate—they totally fail to perform 

their intemletl fut> • The enactment of this measure will not only make 

|H>ssible efficient administration of public assistance in a specialised field, but it 

will also result in definite economies to the State and its munioi|uilities totalling 

many thousands of dollars each year.

This bill has been drafted after eonferencee between the Municipal Aid Ad- 

niinlstraMon and the Committee on Revision of Welfare Laws composed of local 

welfare directors. It has the appeoral of the »in>ctor of Muutci|)«l .Vid and of 

the committee referred to aboTO.



[OFFICTAL COI’Y UES'RINT)

SENATE, No. 303

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTKOnUCKD APKiL 24, mi 

By Mr. 7.1 XK

Referred fo Comir.Utee mi Mmiieipnl Aid

A’- Act concerninR t!ie i. iriil Rettleine’it of .ertain newly iH'r»on», providing for 

the admir.iKtration of public BRRiRlame in certain eascR and i-reaeribinst 

penallief. for the VM.lation thereof and repealiuK RcetiouR ten to liftw'n. both 

incluaive, and nection, twenty one to twenty four. iH.th inchiRive. of - An act 

to provide for the protection, welfare of and finaneial aRaiatanco to eertain 

needy peraon* in the State of New .leraey, providinR for the adinimatration 

thereof, and preRerd.in« ,Hmnliiea for the violation thereof." npi-rove.i .June 

eiKhteeiith, one thoii-and nine hundred and forty (P. L. !!*«'. c.

1 Br. IT i s*r.Ttn hi/ the Senate an>l r„ n. rat .t Mr«hti/ a/ the .State of ,Ve»e

2 Jr mi-ft:

1 1. TVflnitionn. An uawi in thin act:

2 "Birectorof munieipalrdd -tneana the l»lr.H-tor of Municipal .\i.l of

3 the State Municipal .\n ' 'iniatration:

4 "Director of welfare" mean, the offi.-er wbo.e duty it i. to a.hnini.ter 

public aR.i.tanee in a municipality inelndin/r the pi.r.on de.i»n«te.i by a local

A ...i.tance board toll* it. chief erecutixe and admini.trative officer, r.ml an

7 ovar.eer of the fHKir;

R "Municipality" .hall include, in meanina. any city. boroo»h. towa.hi|s

9 town, village or nmnicijmli.y Rov.med . y a l-.ard of ...................... . or an

10 l„,pr,vem.n,commi..i .n. whether partlcipatinr in mat. aid for relief fond.

11 or not;
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12 “Public «»*i«UD«e” mean^ aaei*tance rendert^ to needy persons, not

13 otherwise provided for under the law* of this SUte, where inch persons

14 are willing to work but are unable to secure emplorment due either to

15 physical disability or inability to find emplojment, and includes what is com-

16 monly called “emergency relief,” and “temporary or outdoor poor relief”

17 given to needy person* wbo can be relieved temporarily in their homes or 

19 without being maicUined in an almshouse or welfare house;

l‘» "Person” miiy mean, according to the contejt, a person and his family;

1 2. Immediate public assistance shall be promptly rendered to any needy

2 person l.y the director of welfare of that mnnicipality where the person is

3 found at the time of application, subject to determination and adjustment

4 of responsibility as hereinafter provided.

1 3. Subject to the provisions of this act, every person of full age who ha*

2 been or shall be a residrot of and domiciled within the boundaries of this

3 State without interruption for two continuous years shall have legal settle-

4 ibent in this State for the purposes of this act provided said person dnring

5 that peri<-d lias residfd for one cortinnons year in one mnnicipality.

1 4. SnbjecS In the provisions of this act, every (lerson of full age who has

2 or akall have legal sot Jeueni ia this State shall have municipal settlement

3 for the pnrposcs of this act in that ruimicipality in which he has last lesidetl

4 for ono coctinuuns year.

1 5. The time *(«ent by a person residing in this Stale shall h«> constnxnl as

2 an interruption of the continuity of l■'..,<ence required for legal settlement in

3 this State under section three, while such p*‘rson was or is

4 (a) Keceiving public assistance, as detlnesl in this act;

fi (b) Baceiving pnUic aid from any miinici|>ality, county. State or

6 Federal agency when that aid OMild not have been oUtained accortiing to

7 law unless the t<ereon is in neeil, whether received in tha form of

8 orders, cash or wngea;

9 (c) Receiving assistanc* under (a) or aid under (b) for such person

10 or for hi* wife or a minor child for whose support either such (>er*on

11 or his wife is re*|M)n*il>lr in this or in any other Stale;
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12 (d) In a charitable, custodial or correctional institution in this State

13 or while his wife or minor child is in a charitable, custodial or cor-

14 rectional institution of another State or of the Federal f^<iverumcnt;

15 («) On parole from an institution of this State, another Slate or of

16 the Federal goveriunent;

17 (f) A fugitive from justice;

Ig (g) Illegally in the United States;

19 (h) In the armed forces of llie rnileil States;

20 (i) In a veteran’s hospital or similar institution;

21 and the two continuous years of residence re<iuired for legal settlement in

22 this State under section three shall be computed from the dale of the terniina-

23 tion of any interruption hereinabove sinvifitHl.

1 6. For the purimse of determining mimieipal settlement under section

2 four, the time sjamt by a person residing in this Slate under the ctrcum-

3 stances enumerated in suhsialions (a) through (i) inclusive of s.>ction five

4 shall not Ik> construed as an interruption of the eontinoity of resideno> and

5 such time shall not 1k> computeil in determining length of resi.ience.

1 7. Tublic assistance shall not be deenusl pnhlie assistance within the

2 meaning of s.H-lion five snbs.-clion (a) if it is given by reason of .;i.. oe

3 iKjcause of a commnnicahle disease under th- provisions of the ,n.hUe hes».h

4 laws of this State or if the cost of such assistance hm Wn repaid h> ths.

5 recipient in full.

1 8. FA-erj- jK-rson who has or shall have a seivirnte l-gal settlement, not

2 derive.1 from that of another la rson. pursuant to the provisions of this act

3 shall continue to have such legal seillemetit until he shall remove fr.wn this

4 iState and remain therefrom eonlinuonsly for one year: eteepi •not absence 

from the Stale for one year or more Us-an.e of service in the armed force*

6 of the United States shall not result in loss of settlement providing the

7 jiorson was inducted into the service while resi.ling in this State.

1 9. Kvery fa-rson who ha. removed »r shall remove frmn this Stale and

2 hat remainiHl or shall lemain therefrom le.. than one year shall u|>«i. hi*
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8 return hare the eame mnnieipal eettlement as he had at the time of leaving 

4 this State.

1 10. The initiation of correspondenee by another State or a public agency

2 thereof seeking to retnm a person to this State shall terminate the period

3 of absence from this State for the purpose of determining whether legal

4 settlement has been lost.

1 11. The setlicment of a married woman shall be that of her husband

2 excto^. as otherwise herein provided;

(a) If her husband at the time of her marriage does not have settle­

ment in any State, she shall retain her own settlement until her husband 

acquires one or until hers is lost.

(b) A widow or woman who is divorced or separated by judicial 

decree from her husband shall hrve the same settlement which she had 

.it the time of the death of her husband or o* her divorce or judicial 

sep.'iration. but may snbseqnently acquire a new settlement.

(e) After continuous separation from her husband and absence from 

the State for one year, a married woman's settlement shall be lost until 

such time as she and her husliaml voluntarily resume living together, 

in which event her settlement will be that of her husband.

1 12. The cetllemeni of a minor Umi in wedlock shall l»e Ih.s' of liir parents

2 or surviving p.srent or in ease of divorce or separation, of the parent having

3 his custody. In the case of the death of the p.srent having custody, the 

« settlement shall he that of the surviving parent. In case cf the de.tth of

5 both parents or In ease of permanent separation from his parents hy court

6 order or by surrender of eusttuly bv «„ instrument in writing in aeconlanee

7 with law, the seMiement of such minor at the time of sneh death or separa- 

» Uon shall eontinne until his majority unless he r.hal! gain a separate settle 
t» ment as hereinafter prosdded.

1 l.T The settlemeat of a minor bom out of wedlock shall he that of his 

3 mother; bat sneh minor may acquire a separate settlement in the same 

3 manner a. minor, born ia wedlock, a. hereinafter provided.
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1 14. A minor shall gain a soparate sottloinont as follows:

2 (a) If a male, b}' marrying ami living a{>art t.-om parents for one

3 year.

4 (b) If a female, by marrying ami living with her husband.

5 (c) By being legally adopted, in whieh ease he shall have the sottle-

6 ment of bis foster parents or parent.

7 (d) By residing separs'ely and njwrt from his parents ami l>eing

8 lawfully employed for one year when wages are juiid to such minor.

9 This provision shall not apply in the ease of a minor serving an appren-

IP ticeship or seeuring an mlueation in a regnlarlv organized training

11 school or other e<lurationa! institution, or where such minor is depimdent

12 in whole or in part upon his parent or guardian for «upiK»rt: except that

13 if such minor resumes living with either of his parents, his settlement

14 shall be the same as it was before his departure.

1 1."). When a widow, divorceil woman or uninarrieil mother gains a new

2 settlement by marriage, if, at the time of such marriage, her child is not

3 in her custody and is receiving care at public expense, the settlement of

4 such child shall not follow that of its mother until such time as the child

5 has been returneil to the custosly of its mother ami has remaimi! in her care

6 without n-eeipt of public assistance for the |>eri<Hl of one year.

1 1<>. No minor who is brought into this State, or who is placesi out in

2 any family therein by any is rson, s.s-iety or corjioratioii, public or private.

3 of this or any other State, shall gain a seiuirate legal ss-tth-ment for the

4 purposes of this act except as providesl hr s.stion fourteen.

1 17. When a person .xl!eg*>d to have a setthmient elaewber* in the Stale

2 than in the munUi|>aIity in which he is found is in neeil of pnblic assist.

3 ance. the director of welfare of the municipalitx where such {lerson is found

4 shall provide the assistance ncs-es*sry, but shall, as soon as ;w.sible, send 

a a written notice stating the facts relating to such |»rson‘s settlement to 

fi the diret'tor of welfare of the munieii>ality in which such pers-m is alleged 

7 to have a settlement.

1 ■
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1 18. The director of welfare receiving snch notice shall forthwith cause

2 an investigation to be made as to the settlem ;nt of such pierson. He may

3 accept the res|K>nsibility for assistance granted to such person in which

4 event said director of welfare, subject to the provisions of section twentv-

5 nine, may elect:

6 (a) To order such person moved and returned to the place of legal

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

settlement i,i the cx{>ensc of the municipality in which assistance is 

be":; granted, or

(b) To be charged by the director of welfare of the mnnicipality in 

which sDch person is found, for the cost of assistance which shall be 

graate<l, after the gi.ing of such notice, for a period not exceeding 

four months and for such further period or periods, if any, as sh.ill be 

agreed to by the director of welfare of the municipality in which such 

assistance is lieing granted.

In any case provided for under subsection “b” of this section, upon

16 the expiration of said periosl of four months and of any extondeii )>eriod

17 or perio<ls, if any, providwl by this action, the director of welfare of the

18 mnnicipality in which such |>erson is found shall order and cause such person

19 to be moved and returned to his place of legal settlement at the expense

20 of the mnnici)Mlity in which assistance is being granted.

1 19. If the director of welfare ree»*iving a notice under section seven-

2 teen decides to contest the allegation of the settlement of such person eon-

3 tained in such notice, he shall not later than thirty days aftor its receipt

4 semi a written protest stating tfce fans of the case relating to such .wr- 

6 eon's settlement to the director of welfare who issued the notice.

1 20. Keiliire by the dirwtor of welfare to send such protest within the

3 time speciAed or any extended time as herein provide<l shall eocstitute an

3 aeceplanee on behalf of the mnniciimlity of responsibility for the support of

4 such perMn and an adm!.iaion that legal settlement is in the mnnicitmlity 
6 of which he is director of welfare.



1 21. If sHch protest is sent and the director of welfare of the ninnici-

2 polity where the person is found does not nceept the facts therein presented

3 or if no protest i.s received hy him. the determination of the settlement of

4 sneh person shall be referreil to the Sfiite Municipal Aid Administration by 

.5 the director of welfare of the ninnioipality svhere the person is found by send-

6 inu to the State Municipal .\id .\dministralion a written reference not later

7 than forty days after the sendi.isr of the notice, a copy of which reference 

R rhnll bo sent at the same time to the director of welfare of the mnnici)>nlity 

9 wherein the person is alleeed to have lecnl settlement.

1 20. Failure by a director of welfare to send such protest within the time

2 specified or any extende<l time as herein providtsl shall constitute a conrnr-

3 renco in the decision of the director of mnnici|>nl aid hereinafter n«ferre<l to.

1 2.3. The director of innnicipat aiil. n|M>n fjootl cause shown, may extend

2 the lime allowed for sendinR .a proti'st or reference.

1 24. The notice, protest and reference nspiinsl by this net shall ls> made

2 in the fonns prescribe<l by the director of municipal aid and shall U' sent

3 by retfistered mail.

1 25. The director of munici|>al aid shall render a decision deiermininit

2 leKat settlement after due consideration of all the facts and artniuients of

3 the contestiiiR directors of welfare. If insntrK'ient facts are iK'fore hir\. hr

4 may cause an investiftation to be made and set a dale fe.r a hearinR. to be

5 held after due notice to the welfare olfieinls involved, lie may in his deci-

6 sion order that the !>erson be removisl to his i>laee of leRal settlement i.nd

7 that the director of welfare of said municipality accept and receive aaell

8 person and provide such assistance as may be necessary.

1 2C. Any decision of ;!ie director of municipal aid shall l>ecouo final

2 aixm tlie dale of niailinR of a copy thereof to the parties involvwl. Ttie di-

3 rector of municipal aid shall Iw dw'incd to be a party to any judicial action

4 ir.volvinK any snch decision, ami may ts‘ reprcsentml in any judicial as'tion

5 by any ipiallficd attorney who may be a r«*Rular salarieil employee of tba

6 Stale Municipal Aid .\dininislration, or at the director of municipal aid’s

7 r«iuest, by me Attorney Oeneral.
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1 27. The director of municipal aid may enforce his decision against the

2 responsible mnnicipality by withholding from it from any State funds which

3 may be available for that purpose such sums as are sufficient to care for such

4 person which sums shall be paid directly by the State Municipal Aid Ad-

5 ministration to the municipality where the person is receiving assistance

6 in reimbursement therefor.

\ 28. The director of municipal aid may apply to the court of common

2 pleas of the county •••herein such t'“'<on has legal settlement for an order

3 directing the resi>oiisible municipality and its director of welfare to furnish

4 assi,.tancc to the person in such manner e.g the court shall direct. Such order 

3 may be obtained uinin live Joys’ notice to the municipality responsible for

6 such assistance- atid to its director of welfare. Violation of any such order

7 of Ibi^ court of common pleas shall be a eontempt of said court and the j>er-

8 sou so violating shall be subjected to nl! jicnidtics which by law may Ik im-

9 posed for other contempts of such court.

1 2'J. The maciciiwlity of legal settlement shall be requirerl to reimburse

2 the municipality where the person is found for all assistance given to such

3 jH«rson subse«iucnt to the date of the mailing of a notice pursuant to section

4 seventeen. The cost of such assistance from time tc time may U ; -1

5 by the municipality granting it from tU resiHuisible mnniciiinliiy in an

6 action at law in a court of competent jurisdiction.

1 30. A director of welfare shall not furnish a.«sistance to a i>erson having

2 legal settlement in his municipality while twh i>erson is residing in another

3 municipality, without having flrst obtained the approval in writing of the

4 director of welfan- of the municipality whore the person it residing.

1 31. If a iwrson receiving public assistance in a mnnicipalily otln-r than

2 the one rcsiK.nsil.le for his support, uimn determination of res|K»nsibility and

3 or.ler of removal made pursuant to the provisions of this act, rtfuMt to be

4 remose«l to his place of legal settlement, the director of welfare of the mn-

5 niciimlity in whk-h such jn-rsoa is shall forthwith apply to the court of com-

6 mon Ideas for the issuance of an order to the sheriff of the county where



r
7 *nch person is. or to some other jx'rson or i>ersons, to remove such person to

8 the municipality in which he has his place of lega' settlement and said

9 sheriff or other person or jiorsons are authorized and empowered to remove 

10 such person accordingly.

1 32. No i)cr8on shall, without legal authority, send or bring, or cause to

2 bo sent or brought, any poor person into a municipality with the purpose of

3 making him a charge c x such raniiici|mlity, or for the purpose of avoiding

4 the responsibility of support in the mnnicipnlity from whic*- he is brought

5 or sent. Any person convicted of violating this station shall be guilty of a

6 misdemeanor.

1 33. I’orsons having no legal Betllcmcnt in the State shall be furnished

2 public assistance by that municipality where fouml subject to reimbursement

3 by the Slate to the extent of eighty per centum (80';: ) of the total cost of

4 such assistance which shall be given in aivonlance with the staiulssds, rules

5 and regulations of the director of municipal aid.

1 34. All such cases shall l)o immediately dinn-ted to the attention of the

2 director of municipal aid who shall forthwith take all lawful steps, under

3 interstate agreements or otherwise, aff.H-ting the removal of or iM'rmanenl re-

4 settlement of such persons.

1 35. A director of welfare who grants assistance to a |H>rsou not having

2 legal settlement in this Stale shall fertiiwith and not later than twenty days

3 after the first grant of assistance notify the Mumci|«l Aid Administration in

4 writing thereof. If a director of welfare fails to send such notification within

5 the lime prescrilied and the jH-rsou loses settlement in another State by reason

6 of such failure, the director of muni. i|uil aid shall refu«. reimbursement for

7 such assistance as long as the |*rson lacks legal settlement, in which evvat

8 the total cost of assistance given to such la rson shall la< iKirne by the municl-

9 jiaiity. If such |a rson removes to another municijMility, the cost of assist-

10 ance given by the other inunici|«lity to such person shall continue to bo

11 ehargeahle against the first muniei|«lily as long as the |arson lachs legal

4

a
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12 Rettlemep.t and the niuniciiwlitjr granting inch assistanse may recover its

13 cost from the first mnnicipality from time to time in an action at law in a

14 court of competent jurisdiction.

1 36. Any person applying for public assistance who refuses to return to

2 another State wherein he has legal soitioment after proper authorization

3 therefor has been obtained shall upon acceptance of public assistance be

4 guilty of a misdemeanor.

.1 37. The direeto. of municipal aid shall aci as the agent of the State in

2 effectuating the purposes of any reciprocal interstate agreements respecting

3 the tran.sportation ot dejtendents and shall have complete control and super-

4 vision of cases which other States are seeking to return to this State. The

5 director of municipal aid shall have sole .nithorily to cither accept or reject

6 such cases in behaif of the State and its municipalities according to the pro-

7 visions of this act; except that the said director may refuse to accept a ease

8 when it is in the public interest of this Slate to invoke a policy of reciprocity 

!• as to those Stales whose legal settlement laws or the interpretation thereof

10 unduly prevent ihe return of iwraons who are in r-quify and good eonsciem-e

11 their responsibility, and the bnnien of proof shall Ik. ui>on the State or public

12 agCH-y thereof seeking to return a perso:i to this State.

1 .1«. The division of the dirwtor of inunieipal aid to accept a case under

2 section thirty-seven shall Ik- final. It shall bo the duly of the diriK-tor of wel-

.l fare of the mnnicirai’ily where the person sought to be returncKl has leg.al 

4 selllement . . I an acknowledgment of responsibility for such case in

3 writing to lb* director of municipal aid not later than fen days after the mail- 
6 ing of the decision.

1 311. If a director of welfare fails to tend such acknowledgment of re-

9 sponstbility within the time specified, the director of mum'ciiwl aid may apply

3 to the <N oH of common pleas of the eonniy wherein the person sought to

4 be returned has legal settlew-at for an order directing the responsible mu-

5 Bietpality and its director of welfare to accept and receive said person and

6 furnish such asaiaUaea aa may be accessary. Such order may be obt.incl

1



f npon five daj'ii’ notice to the ir.unicipslity responsible for sneh nssistiinee nnd 

6 to it* director of welfare. Violation of any sneh order of the court of eom- 

!> men pleas shall Ik> a contempt of said court and the person so vit-tatins: shall

10 be subject to all penalties which by l.aw may be imposeil for other eoiitempts

11 of such court.

1 to. .MI cases referred from oat of the State which shall come to the atten-

2 tion of a director of welfare shall forthwith be referred to the S.ate Mnnici- 

t pal Aid Administration.

1 41. At the request of the director of munici]<al aid it shall b«> the duty of

2 a dirwtor of welfare to cause an iuvestication to he made of the residence 

;t within his ninnicipiilily of a [htsoii allci;ed to have settlement within the 

4 Stale.

1 42. Any person who knowitiKly hrim;s. or cau'i's to lie hrouirhl, a destitute

2 person from out of the State into this Stale without lei;al authority and

3 leaves him or attempts to leave him for the pnr|«>se of makinir him a puhlio

4 charjre, shall 1-e Ruilty of a misdemeanor.

1. 4.3. This act shall not he cousinosi to apply to traiisieiils.

1 44. NothiuR in this act shall apply to or atTi-ct a ja-rson from outside the

2 l'nit«;i States of America, or in any way chamre the riRhls or liabilities of

3 such iM’rsons as confcrreil or iiu|H>se<l l.y any law of lii. I'niled .States, nor

4 the riifht otherwise confcrnsl by law to deport or remove such (M-rsotis to 

any other Slate wherein the person still relai'.i', or may have a.-<piired, a

fi settlement a njc to the laws of any .Slate or country, and in all such case* 

7 no settlement shall Is- deennsl to have Ims ii artpiirtsl within this Slate.

1 4.'). Any particular crant of power eonlained in this act shall tie held to

2 he in *|M>cif.c*lion, hut not in limitation of irencial 'Kiwers.

1 4fi. The director of municipp.l aid may promiilcate. alter aral amend from

2 time to lime such rules, reciilatioiis and dire<dory orders as are neeessary and

3 pro|M’r for earryiiuf out any of the provisions of this act, which rules, reitu-

4 lations and orders shall lie himlinir n;Min the muniri|i*lilies.

1 47, Kvery jierson residin* in this Slate at the lime of the passaee of thia

2 act who had legal residence in this State under sections ’en, twelve and Ihir-

i-r*
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3 t«ea of chapter one hundred thirty of the laws of one thousand nine hundred

4 and forty, hereinafter repealed, shall have legal settlement in this State antil

6 soch time as it is lost under the provisions of this act However, the mu­

tt nicipal settlement of such persons shall be determined only in accordance

7 with the provisions of this act

1 48. Sections ten to fifteen, inclnsive, and sections twenty-one to twenty-

2 four, inclurive, of chapter one hundred thirty of the laws of one thousand nine

3 hunured and forty ere hereby expressly repealed. Sections 44:1-102 to

4 44:1-127, inclusive, and sections 44:4-57 to 44:4-81, inclusive, of the Revised

5 Statutes are hereby sui)erseded insofar as they arc inconsistent with the pro-

6 visions of this act.

1 4!i. This act shall take effect immediately.

r
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SENATE, No. 303

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTRODUCED APRIL 24, 1941 

By Mr. ZINK

Roferrod Ic. Comiuittoo on Mmiiciiitil .\iil

Act concerniug: the legal settlement of eertniii lUHnly j>er»oti«, providing for 

the miroinistriition of piihlie assistance in certain cases ami prescribing 

penalties for the viola'ion thereof and re|ienling sections ten to fifteen, both 

inclnsive, aiid sections twenty-one to twenty-four, Isith inclusive, of "An act 

to provide for the protection, welfare of and financial assistance to certain 

neeily [lersons in the State of New .lersey, [iroviding for the administration 

thereof, and proscribinK iH'imItics for the violation thereof," approved Jane 

eighteenth, one thousand nine liumired and forty (P. L. 1940, c. 1.10).

1 Bs IT r.NArTr.n fcy t/ic St »alc anil <i'< aero/ .IssemMy »/ Ihr Slatr of Srw

2 Jrrsrjf.

1 1. Definitions. As nsisl i.i this act:

2 “Dire<T ■■ ‘f municipal aid” me.'ins the Din-ctor of Mnnicipal .\id of

3 the State Municipal Aid Administration:

4 “Director of welfare" means th“ officer whose duty it is to administer

5 public assistance in a municipality including the |»-rson designate<l by a local

6 assistance board to lie its chief executive ami administrative officer, and an

7 overseer of the |K)or;

8 "Municipality" shall include, in meaning, any city, borough, townshi|),

9 town, village or niunicipaiiiy governed oy a board of commissioners or an

10 improvement commission, whether |»articii>i)tiag in State aid for relief funds

11 or not;
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12 “Public assistance’’ means assistance rendered to needy persons, not

13 othenrise provided for nnder the laws of this State, where sneh persons

14 are willing to work but are unable to secure employment due either to

15 physical disability or inability to find employment, and includes what is com-

16 monly called “emergency relief,’’ and “tcmi>orary or outdoor poor relief’’

17 given to needy persons who can be relieved temporarily in their homes or 

IS without being maintained in an almjhonse or welfare house;

19 “Person” may mean, according to the context, a person and his family;

1 2. Immediate public assistance shall bo promptly rendered to any needy

2 person by the director of welfare of that munici|>ality where the I'erson is

3 found at the time of application, subject to detennination and adjustment

4 of responsibility as hereinafter provided.

1 3. Subject to the provisions of this act, every person of full age who has

2 been or shall be a resident of and domiciled within the bonndaries of this

3 State without interruption for two continuous years shall have legal a-dtle-

4 ment in this State for the purposes of this act provided said person during

5 (hat period has resided for one oontinnons year in one municipality.

1 4. Subject to the provisions of this act, every person of fall age who has

2 or shall have legal settlement in this State shall have municipal settlement

3 for the purposes of this act in that municipality in which he has last resided;

4 for one continuous year.

1 5. The time s|3ent by a person residing in this State shall be construed as

2 an interruption of the con*inuity of residence r»>qnire»l for legal settlement in

3 this State under section three, while such |M>rson was or is

4 (a) Receiving public assistance, as define<l in this act;

(b) Receiving public aid from any municipality, county. State or 

Federal agency when that aid could not have been obtained according to

orders, cash or wages s

(c) Receiving assistance under (a) or aid omler (b) for such jwrson 

or for his wife or a minor chil.l for whose supiwrt either such person 

or his wife is responaihl.' in this or in any other SUte;



12 (d) In a charitable, custodial or ccrrectional institution in this State

13 or while his wife or minor child is in a charitable, custodial or eor-

14 rectional institution of another State or of the Federal Kovernmeiit:

15 (e) Uu parole from an institution of this State, another State or of

16 the Federal govermnent;

17 (f) A fugitive from justice:

18 (g) Illcgallf in the United States;

1!) (h) In the armed forces of the United States;

20 (i) In a veteran's hospital or similar institution;

21 anil the two continuous years of residence re<|uired for Icxal settlement in

22 this State under section thi.o shall bi- oomputod from the date of the termina-

23 tion of any interruption hereinabove si>rcifuHl.

1 6. For the purpose of determining municipal settlement under section

2 four, the time spent by a person residing in this Slate under the eieeurn-

3 stances enumerated in subsections (a) through (i) inclusive of section five

4 shall not be construed as an interruption of the continuity of residence and

5 such time shall not lie computed in determining length of issidenei'.

1 7. i’ublio assistance shall not be deemed public assislatu’c within the

2 meaning of section five subs.<ctioii (a) if it is given by reason of ijuarantine

3 Wause of a comraunicahle disease under the provisions of the public health

4 laws of this Stale or if the cost of such assistance has Iwen repaid by tlw

5 recipient in full.

1 8. Kvery |K>rson who has or shall have a si'parate legal si'ttlement, not

2 deriveil from tliat of another iktsoii, pursuant to the provisions of this act

.1 shall continue to have such legal settlement unti! Iu> shall remove fro.li this 

4 Slate and remain therefrom continuously for one year; except tliat absence 

.5 from ilie State for one year or more laTause of iwn iee in the armed fore«>s

6 of the UnitiMl Slates shall not result in loss of settlement providing tha

7 |>erson was indueled into the serviee while residing in this Slate.

1 !). Kvery pi<rson wlio has removinl or shall remove from this State and

2 has remainetl or shall remain therefrom less than one year shall upon bit

kit.
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3 return have the same municipal settlement as he had at the time of leaving

4 this State.

1 10. The initiation of correspondence by another State or a publio agency

2 thereof seeking to retnm a person to this State shall terminate the period

3 of absence from this State for the purpose of determining vrhether lei'al

4 settlement has been lost.

1 11. The settlement of a married woman shall be that of her husband

2 except as otherwise herein prodded;

3 (a) If her husband at the time of her marriage does not have settle-

4 ment in any State, she shall reto n her own settlement until her husband

5 ae-'nires one or until hers is lost.

6 (b) A widow or woman who is divorced or separated by judicial

7 decree from her husband shall have the same settlement which she had

8 at the time of the death of her husband or o( her divorce or judicial 

8 separation, but may subsequently acquire a new settlement.

10 M After continuous separation from her husband and absence from

11 the State for one year, a married woman’s settlement shall be lost until

12 such time as she and her husband voluntarily resume living together,

13 in which event her settlement will be that of her husband.

1 12. The settlement of a minor born in we<lloct. sli.ill be that of his parents

3 or surviving parent or in ease of d'voree or separation, of the paretit having

3 his costo<ly. In the case of the death of the parent having custody, the

4 settlement shnll be that of the surviving parent. In case of the death of

5 both parents or in case of permanent separation from his parents by court 

« order or by surrender of eustody by an instrument in writing in accordance

7 with law, the settlement of such minor at (he time of such d«ath or separa-

8 tion shall continue until his majority unless he sbali gain u separate settle-

9 ment as hereinafter provided.

1 13. The settlement of a minor born ont of wedlock ahall be that of hia

2 mother: bat anch minor may acquire a aeimrate aettlement in the aam#

3 manner aa minors bom i:» sredli<*. a. hereinafter (.rovided.



1 14. A minor shall 1k» dwmed ca|ial>lo nndcr the provisions of this act of

2 acquirinfr a separate settlement, in the same manner ns i>orsons of full aite,

3 from the time he or she has eompliinl with either of the following pro-

4 visions:

5 (a) If a male, by marrying and livins apart from parents.

6 (b) Hy r«'si«linc separately and apart from his parents ami l»<inft

7 lawfully employed when wnsres are paid to such minor. This provision

8 shall not apply in the ease of a minor s<‘rvin)f an apprenticeship or

n seenrini; an eduealion in a re^rnlarly organized training school or other

10 educational institution, or where sneh minor is deiH'mtent in whole or in

11 part ui>on his parent or irnardian for siipinirt: exei'pt that if sneh ndnor

12 resumes livins with eitla'r of his parents, his settlement shall Is* the

13 same as it was liefore his departure.

1 l.t. When a widow, divorced woman or unmarried mother eains a new 

8 settlement hy marriaKc, if, at the time of sneh marriaRe, her child is not

3 in her custoily and is receivinir care at public expense, the settlement of

4 such child shall not follow that of its mother until such time as the child 

.1 has been returned to the custody of its mother and has remaimsl in her car* 

6 without receipt of public assistance for the jieriod of one year.

1 1C. No minor who is hronsht into this Stale, or who is placm! out in

2 .any family therein by any iierson, sis iety or (sorporalio.i. public or private,

3 of this or any other State, shall pain a separate IcrsI settlement for the

4 purposes of this a-t except as provide.! hy section fourteen.

1 17. AVhen a j>erson nllcRfsl to have a settlement elsewhere in the Stale

2 than in the mnniciprlity In which he is found is in nerd of pnhilo assist- 

8 anoe, the director of welfare of the municipality where such person is found

4 shall provide the assistance nc-essary. hut shall, as s,mn as jMwsihle, send

5 a written nctiee statinR the facts rcistinir to such person's settlement to

6 the director of welfare of the municipality in which such |wrson is alleRed

7 to have a seltlenient.
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1 18. The diieetor of welfare receiving inch notice ehall forthwith cense

2 an investigation to be made as to the settlement of such person. He may

3 accept the responsibility for assistance granted to snch person in which

4 event said director of welfare, subject to the provisions of section twenty-

5 nine, may elect :

6 (a) To order such person mo% ed and returned to the place of legal 

settlement kt the expense of the municipality in which assistance is 

being granted, or

(b) To be charged by the director of welfare of the municipality in 

which snch person is found, fot the cost of assistance which shall be 

granted, after the giving of snch notice, for a period not excee»ling 

four months and for such further period or periods, if any, as shall be 

agreed to by the director of welfare of the municipality in which snch 

assistance is being granted.

In any case prodded for under subsection “b" of this section, upon

16 the expiration of said period of four months and of any extended period

17 or periods, if any. provided by this section, the director of welfare of the

18 mnaicipalitr in which snch person is found shall order and cause snch person

19 to be moved and returned to his place of legal settlement at the expense

20 of the mnnicipality in which assistance is being granted.

1 19. If the dlirector of welfare ro<viving a notice under section seven-

2 teen decides to contest the allegation of the settlement of snch person con-

3 tained in snch notice, be shall aot later than thirty days after its receipt

4 send a written protest stating the facts of the rase relating to snch |ier-

5 son’s settlement to the director of welfare who isaned the notice.

1 90. Failure by a director of sclfars ta send such protest within the

2 titue s|«ifi«l or any cxtendeil time as herein provided ohall constitute a

3 concarresce in the decision of the director of muiiKi|«.l aid he reinafter re

4 ferred to.

1 21. If snch protest is sent aiwl the director of welfare of the mnnici-

2 |«ality where the pereon ie found does rot accept the facts therein presented



3 or if no protest is received by him, the det’miination of the settlement of

4 sneh person shall be referred to the State \fnnioipal Aid Administration by

5 the director of w»lfare of the mnnieipality where the person is fonnd by srnd-

6 inn to the State Mnnicipal Aid Administi >tion a written reference not later

7 than forty days after the sendinn of the notice, a copy of which reference

8 shall be sent at the same time to the director of welfare of the municipality

9 wherein the person is alleifod to have lejtal settlement.

1 2-. Failnre liy the director of welfare to send sneh refi-renci' within the

2 time specified or any extended time as herein proviibnl shall constitute an

3 acceptance on behalf of the mnniei|iality 'f responsibility for the snpimrt

4 of such person and an atimission that leijal settlement is in the mnnU’i(iality

0 of which he is director of welfare,

1 23. The director of mnnicipal aiil. upon pootl cause shewn, may extend 

3 the time allowed for Bending a protest or reference.

1 24. The notiee, protest and reference required hy this act shall he made

2 in the forms prescribe*! by the director of mnnicipal aid and shall be sent

3 by refristered mail.

1 25. The director of municipal ai<l rhall render n decision dclermininR

2 legal settlement after due consideration of all the facts and orguinents of

3 the contesting directors of welfare. If insufficient facts ait< befotf him, be

4 may cause an investigation to be made atid set a date for a hearing, Jo be

5 held after due notice to the welfare offi. ials inv. lv«l. lie may in his »bci- 

f> sien order that the |>erson bo remove*! to his place of legal settlement an*'

7 that the director of welfare of said mnnieipality acc*>pt an*l receive such

8 person and provi*le such assistance as may la> neceesary.

1 2t>. Any *l*'ei»ii>n *>f the *lireeior *if munieipal ni*l shall las-*>mc final

2 uiam the date *if mailing of a e*>py then'of to the parlies involve*!. TIk- *li

3 reiior of municipal aid shall l>e *leem*«*l t.i Iw a party to any judicial action

4 involving any such *leci«ion, and may la> repres«nte*l in any ju*licial Mtion

5 by any .^uaUfie*! attorney who may be a regular salaried employee of the 

C State Munieipal Aid Administration, *>r at the director **f iHuiiicii*al aid’s 

7 request, by ths Attorney Uenersl.

. i-i* trlr
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1 27. The director of municipal aid may enforce hia decision against the

2 reaponaible municipality by withholding from it from any State funds which

3 may be available for that purpose sncb sums as are sufficient to care for such

4 person which sums shall be paid directly by tbe State Municipal Aid Ad-

5 ministration to the municipality where the person is receiving assistance

6 in reimbursement therefor.

1 28. The dirt'ctor of municipal aid may apply to the court of common

2 pleas of the county wherein such person hns legal settlement for an order

3 directing the responsible municipality and its director of welfare to furnish

4 assistance to the (lerson in such manner as the cou. t shall direct. Such order

5 may be obtained ni..,u five days’ notice to the municipality resimnsible for 

fi su'-h nssistanc«> and to its director of welfare. Violation of any such order

7 of the court of common pleas shall be a contempt of said court and the per-

8 son so violating shall be subjected to all jienaUies which by law may be im-

9 posed for other contempts of such court.

1 2;t. The municipality of legal settlement shall be required to reimburse

2 the munioipnlity whore the person i« found for all a.ssistance given to such 

.1 iierson suliscqnent to the date of the mailing of a notice pursuant to section 

4 seventeen. The cost of such assistance from time to time may be recovered

6 by the municipality granting it from the resi>oii»ib)e municipality in an 

6 action at law in a eonrt of competent jurisdietion.

1 30. A director of welfare shall not furnish assistance to a person having

2 legal settlement in his mniiieipality while snch person is residing in another

3 municipality, without having first obtained the approval in writing of the

4 director of welfare of the municipality where the person is residing.

1 31. If a person receiving publle assistance in a municifuility other than

2 the one responsible for his support. u|>on determination of responsibility and 

.1 order of iwmoval made pursnant to the provisions of this act, refuses to be

4 removed to his place of legal settlement, the director of welfare of the mu-

5 nici|«lity in which such person it shall forthwith apply to the eonrt of eom- 

«! mun pleet for the ittnanee of an enter to the sheriff of the county where



7 inch person is, or to some other person or persons, to remove such person to

8 the municipality in which he has his place of legal settlement and said

9 sheriff or other person or iiersons are ntnhorise<l and empowereii to remove 

10 inch person accordingly.

1 32. No person shall, without legal authority, send or bring, or cause to

2 be sent or brought, any poor person into a municipality with the purpose o(

3 making him a charge on such muniei|>nlity, or for the purpose of avoiding 

i the responsibility of support in the municipality from which he is brought 

& or sent. Any person convicte»l of violating this section shall be guilty of a

6 misdemeanor.

1 33. Persons having no U((al settlement in the State shall be furnished

2 public as.-»istanee by that mnnicipnlity where found subject to reimlmrsoment

3 by the State to the extent of eighty per centum (SO'I ) of tbe total ost of

4 such assistance which shall be given in aocordaniv with the standards, rules

5 and regulations of the director of municipal aid. n

1 34. All such cases shall be imm<Hlintely directed to the attention of the

2 director of municijml aid who shall forthwith take all lawful steps, under

3 interstate agreements or otherwise, affecting the removal of or |iermancnt re-

4 settlement of such persons.

1 3S. A director of welfare who grants assistance to a person not ha.-ing

2 leg.vl settlement in this Stale shall forthwith and not later than twenty days

3 after the first grant of assistance notify the Municipal Aid Adminiatrolion in

4 writing thereof. If a director of welfare fails to semi such notification within 

.’) the time prescriheil and the person loses s.Mtlenient in another Stale by reason 

fi of such failure, the dir'-ctor of municipal aid shall lefuse reiniburscnicnl for

7 such assistanee as long as the p<>rson lacks legal settlement, in which event 

R the total cost of assistance given to such [icrson shall la- lairne by the miiniei- 

9 itality. If such la-rson removes to anolher municipality, the cost of assist-

10 anee given by the other .nuniciiMilily to such (a-rson shall <-onlinue to be

11 chargeable against the first munici|iallly as long as the ja rson lucks legal



12 aetUement and the municipality granting; such assistance may recover ita

13 cost from the first municipality from time to time in an action at law in a

14 court of competent jurisdiction.

1 36. Any person applying for public assistance who refuses to return to

2 another State wherein he has legal settlei»ent after proper anthoriratiou

3 therefor has been obtained shall upon icceptauoe of public assistance be

4 guilty of a misdemeanor.

1 37. The director of municipal aid shall act as the agent of the State in

2 effectuating the purposes of any reciprocal interstate agreements respecting

3 the tf iusportation of dependents and shall have complete control and super-

4 vision of cases which other States are seeking to return to this State. The 

6 director of munici|>al aid shall have sole ituthority to either accept or reject

6 such cases in behalf of the State and its municipalities according to the pro*

7 visions of this act; except that the said director may refuse to accept a case

8 when it is in the public interest of this State to invoke a policy of reciprocity

9 as to those Sutea whose legal settlement laws or the interpretation thereof

10 unduly prevent the return of persons who a;-e iu eiiuity aud pi>od cuuscienoe

11 their resiwnsibility, and Ue burden of proof shall !h- mien the State or public

12 agency thereof seeking Jo return a person to it.vte.

1 38. The deciiiou of t.ie director ot u.u....., ol itui io accept a case under

2 recticn thirty-seven shall lie final. It shall be t!.e duty of the director of wrel-

3 fare of the m<inicipality where the person sought to be returned has legal

4 setUement to send an acknowledgment of res(>onsibility for such case in 

3 writing to the director of municipal aid not later than ten uays afti.' the mail- 

6 ing of the decisioit.

1 39. If a director of wolfere fails to send such acknowledgment of re-

2 s|ionsibility within the time specified, the director of munici|>til aid mar apply

3 to the court of common pleat of the county wherein the person sought to

4 he returned hat legal settlement for an order directing the responsible mu- 

3 nicupality and its director of welfare to accept and receive said yierson and 

6 furaish snch aaaistance tn may be m^ssary. Such order may be obtained



7 upon five dayri’ noticj to tho municipality n'sponsiblo for *uch assistance and

8 to ita director of welfare. Violation of any such order of the court of com-

9 roon pleas shall be a contempt of said court and the person so violatins: shall

10 be anbject to all penalties which by law may be imposed for other contempts

11 of such court

1 40. All cases referred from ont of the State which shall come to the atten-

•• tion of a director -.f welfare shall forthwith be referred to the State Munioi- 

3 pal Aid Administration.

1 41. At the request of the director of municipal aid it shall Is* the duty of

2 a director of welfare to cause an investiiration to bo made of the residence

3 within his municipality of a person alleijed to have settlement within the

4 State.

1 42. Any person who knowinRly brim's, or cmises to 1h> hrou){ht, a destitute

2 person from out of the State into this State without Icftal authority and 

.1 leaves him or attempts to leave him for tho i>uri>ose of makinit him a public 

4 charKt, diull lie (OiiHy «>i a misdemeanor.

1 4;>, This net shall not lie eonstrinnl to apply to transients.

: 44. NothiiiK in this net shall apply to or affect a |>orson from outside tha

2 Uuiteil States of Araeiiea, or in any way clinnue the riRlits or liabdities of

3 such iHTsons as conferred or imposed by any law of the United States, nor

4 the riitht otheiwise conferred by law to deport or remove s..eh fn-rsons to

Oaiiyoth ‘r wherein the ix-rson still retains, or may have a.npiir.n!, a

C settlement aoeonlinc to the laws of any State or eountry. and in all -neh eases 

7 no settlement shall b.> de.me.1 to have In ei, ms|uirinl within this State.

1 45. Any partienlar grant of power eontnineil in this act shall ts> held to

2 be in siH-oineatioii, but not in limitation of general laiwers.

1 4fi. The director of munieii«l aid may promulgate, alter and amend from

2 time to time such rules, repdations and diriu tory onlcr. a. arc necessary and

3 proiK«r for carrying out any of the provisions of this act. which rules, regu-

4 lations and orders shall I* binding uiam the mui.irii*lities.

1 47. Kverv iH<r.on residing in this State at the time of the iMi.sagc of this

2 axt who had legal residence in this Slate under s.-etions leu, twelve ami thir

I 'sI
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3 teen of chapter one hundred thirty of the laws of one thousand nine hundred

4 and forty, hereinafter repealed, shall have legal settlement in this State until

5 such time as it is lost under ihe provisions of this act. However, the mo- 

C aicipal settlement of such persons shall be determined only in aeoordanoe 

7 with the provisions of this act.

1 48. Sections ten to fifteen, inclusive, and sections twenty-one to twenty-

2 fonr, inclusive, of chapter one hundred thirty of the laws of one thousand nine

3 hundred and forty are hereby expressly repealed. Sections 44:1-102 to

4 44:1-127, inclusive, and sections 44:4-57 to 44:4-81, inclusive, of the Revised

5 Statutes are hereby superseded insofar as they ar. inconsistent with the pro-

6 visions of this act.

1 49. This act shall take effect immediately.
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SENATE, No. 303

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTHOP.PCKH APWIL ,>4, 11*41 

lly Mr. /INK

Boterrod lo (.'oramitttH' on Municipal Aid

As Acr coucerning the legal scttlo:..cnt of wrlain maaly |H>raon*, providing for 

the administration of public assistance in certain cases and prescribing 

penalties for the violation thereof and reiiealing se<'tions ten to fifteen, l*oth 

inclusive, find sections twenty one to twenty four, Iwth inclusive, of “An net 

to provide for the protection, welfare of and rtnniiclal assistance to es'rtain 

needy i>er8on8 in the State of New .Jersey, providing for the administration 

thereof, and prescribing penalties for the violation thereof,” approvialJune 

eighteenth, one thousand nine hundred and forty (P. L. 1940, e. 130).

1 Ba IT ESACTitD by Ihr Si natf ami (h m rat Arsembly of tbr Stale of Sew

2 Jersey:

1 1. Definitions. As used in this act:

2 “Director of municii«t aid ’ means the Director of Monieipal Aid of

3 the State Municipal Aid Administration;

4 “Director of welfare” means thi- oflieer whose duty it is to administer

5 public assistance in a munici|mlity in luding the person designateil t.y a local

6 assistance Imard to he its chief cieeutive and atlininistralive officer, and an

7 overs«>er of the i>oor;

8 "Municipality” shall include, in meaning, any city, borough, township,

9 town, village or muiiiciimlity governed hy a lioanl of nmimissioners or an

10 improvement commission, whether participating in SUte aid for relief funds

11 or not;

I;-
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12 “Public assistnncc’’ mcaus assistance rendered to needy persons, not

13 otherwise provided for under the laws of this State, where such persons

14 are willing to work but are unable to secnre employment due either to

15 physical disability or inability to find emploj-mcnt, and includes what is com-

16 monly called “emergency relief,” and “temporary jr outdoor poor relief”

17 given to needy [arsons who can be relieved temporarily in their homes or

18 without l>eing maintained in an almshouse or welfare house;

19 “Person” may mean, according to the con^-'x!, a person a*><t his family;

1 2. Immediate public assistance shall be promptly rendered to any needy

2 person by the director of welfare of that municijuility where the person is

3 found at the time of application, subject to delcrmiiuition and adjustment

4 of responsibility as hereinafter provided.

1 3. Subject to the provisions of this act, every person of full age who his

2 been or shall be a resident of and domicileel within the boundaries of this

3 State without interruption for two continuous years shall have legal settle-

4 inent in tiiis Stale for the purposes of this act provided said person during 

1^, 5 that |M>rio<l has resided for one continuous year in one municipality.

1 4. Subject to the provisions of this act, every {torson of full age who has

2 or shall have legal settlement in this Slate shall have municipal settlement

5 for the purjM>ses of this act in that municipality in which he has last reside.1 

4 for one continuous year.

1 5. The lime sfwnt by a person re.dding in this State shall be construed ns

2 an inleri option of the continuity of residence re<iuired for legal settlement in

3 this State under section three, while such person was or is

4 (a) Receiving public assistance, as defined in this act;

6 (b) Receiving pnblie aid from any mnniciiNtlity, county, State or

® agency when that aid eoidd not have been obtain<>d according to

law unless the person is in need, whether k-eceivcl in the form of 

orders, cash or wages;

,e) Receiving assistance under (a) or aid umler (h) for such person 

or for his wife or a minor child for whose support either such person 

or his wife is res|tonsiUe in this or in any other 8Ute;

7

8 

9

10

11



22 (d) In a ihnritaWe. custodial or correctional institution in this State

13 or while his wife or minor child is in a charilaWc, cnstixlial or cor-

14 rectiona! institution of another State or of the Federal povornment;

25 (e) On parole from an instilnlion of this State, another Slate or of 

16 the Federal government;

27 (f) A fugitive from justice;

26 (g) Illegally in the I'uiled Sta'cs;

2y (h) In the arnuxl forces of the I’niteil States;

20 (i) In a veteran's hospital or similar institution;

21 and ihc two continuous years of residence rixiuirod for legal settlement in

22 this State under section three shall !>«■ compuleil from the date of the termina-

23 tion of any interruption hereinahove s|«'cilled.

1 C. For the purpose of determining municipal settlement under M'ction

2 four, the time siieiit by a person residing in this Slate under the circinii-

3 stances enumerated in subsections (a) through (i) inclusive of section fi\e

4 shall not be constriuHl as an iiiterruplion of the continuity of residence and

5 such time shall not bo computi>d in dclermiiiing leugih of residence.

1 7. Public assistiiiice shall not be deemed public nssistnii«< within the

2 meaning of section live subs.-ction (a) if it is given hy reason of .luaranliiie

3 be<-auso of a comraiiiiicahle disease under the provisions of the public health

4 laws of this Slate or if the cost of sneh assiHlanee has ks-ii repaid by the 

h recipient in full.

1 8. Kvery (lersoii who has or shall have a separate legal selllenieni, not

2 derived from that of anot>i«r la rson, pursuant to the provisions of this act

3 shall continue to have such legal settlement until h« shall remove from this

4 State and remain therefrom eonlimioiisly for one year; exii'pt that absence

5 from the State for one year or more la-cnuss- of service in the. aiimsl forces

6 of the Fniled States shall not result in loss of selllement providing the

7 iierson was induettx! into the service while residing in this State.

1 3. Every |»erson who has reinovial or shall remove from this Slate and

2 has remained or shall remain thevefrom less than one year shall u|Km his

li
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3 retarn have the tame municipal eett'.emcnt as he had at the time of leaving

4 this State.

1 10. The initiation of correspondence by another State or a public agency

2 thereof seeking to return a person to this State shall terminate the period

3 of absence from this State for the purpose of determining whether legal

4 settlement has been lost.

I 11. The settlement of a married woman shall be that of her husband 

3 except as otherwise herein provided;

3 (a) If her husband at the time of her marriage does not have settle-

4 ment in any State, she shall retain her own settlement until her husband

5 acquires one or until hers is lost.

6 (b) A widow or woman who is divorced or separated by judicial

7 decree from her husband shall have the same settlement which she had

8 at the time of the death of her husband or of her divorce or judicial

9 separation, but may subsequently acquire a new settlement

10 (e) After continuous separation from her husband and absence from

II the State for one year, a married woman’s settlement shall bo lost until

12 such time as she and her husband voluntarily resume living together,

13 in which event her settlement will he that of her husband.

1 12. The settlement of a minor bom in we-ilock shall be that of his parents

2 or surviving parent or in case of divorce or separation, of the parent having

3 his custody. In the case of the death of the parent having custody, the

4 settlement shall be that of the surviving parent. In case of the death of 

both parents or in case of iiermanent separation from his parents by court

5 order or by surrender of custody by an instrument in writing in accordance

7 with law, the settlement of such minor at the time of such death or separa-

8 tion shall centimie nntil his majority unless he shall gain a separate settle

9 ment as hereinafter provided.

1 13. The selilcmcnt of a minor born oni of wedhnk shall he that of his

3 mother; but such minor may ee<iuiro a separate settiement in the same 

3 manner as minors born in wsillock, as hereinafter provided.
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1 14. A mmor »lmll be deomeil capable under the provisions of this act of

2 acquiring a separate scttlenaent, in the same manner as persons of full age,

3 from the lime he or she has complied with either of the following provisions:

(a) If a male, by marrying and living apart from |«rcnts.

(b) By residing separately and apart from his parents and In'ing 

lawfully employed when wages are paid to such minor. This provision 

shall not apply in the case of a minor serving an appreutirt'ship or st>cur- 

ing an education in a regularly organiawHl traMiing school or other wliiea- 

tional institution, or where such minor is de|)endent in whole or in part 

Ufam his parent or guardian for support: except that it such minor 

resumes living with either of his parents, his settlement shall Iw th« 

same as it was Is-fore his departure.

15. When a widow, divorced wotnan or unmarried mother gains a new

2 settlement by marriage, if. at the time of such marriage, her child is not

3 in her custody and is receiving care at public expense, the settlem.nt of

4 such chil.l shall not follow that of its mother until such lime as the child

5 has been returned to the custody of its mother and has renmineo in her car*

6 without receipt of public assistance for the |H>riod of one year.

1 16. No minor who is brought into this Stale, or who is plaocl out in

2 any family therein by any jierson, sm-iely or cori«.ration. public or private,

3 of this or any other Stale, shall gain a seiiaralo legal settlement for the

4 puriioses of this act except as providtsl by wclian fourtemi.

1 17. When a i>erson alleged to have a settlement elsewhere in the Sl.-.f.v

. an in the municipality in which he is found is in need of public assist-

3 ance, the director of welfare of the municipality where .such i-4-rsou is found

4 shall provide the assistance ms-ossary. hut shall, a. as ,H,,«ihlc, send

6 a written notice staling the fact* rc’ati-.g to such ,arson's settlement to

6 the director of welfare of the municipality in which foch iwr.on is allcge.1

7 to have a setllemeul.

1 1« The director of welfare receiving such noth-e shall forlhwilli cause

2 an iuvest.g.tion to be made a. to the seltlcumut of sueii person. He may
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9 accept the reeponiibility for aMiitaace granted to rach person in which

4 event said director of vcJfare, subject to the provisions of section twenty-

5 nine, may elect:

6 (a) To order sneh person moved and returned to the place of legal

7 settlement at the exj-ense of the municipality in which assistance is

8 being granted, or

9 (b) To be charged by the director of welfare of the municipality in

10 which soch person is found, for the cost of assistance which shall be

11 granted, after «he giving of such notice, for a period not exceeding

12 four months iind for soch further j)eriod or periods, if any, as shall be

13 agreed to by the director of welfare of the mnnieipality in which such

14 assistance is being granted.

15 In any case provided for under subsection “b” of this section, upon

16 the expiration of said period of four months and of any extended jteriod

17 or periods, if any, provided by this section, the director of welfare of the

18 municipality in which such person Is fonnd shall order and cause such person 

1!> to be moved and returned to his place of legal settlement at the expense 

20 of the municipality in which as.sistance is being granted.

1 19. If the director of welfare receiving a notice under section seven-

2 teen derides to eontest the allegation of the settlement of such person eon- 

S faiwHl In such notice, he ahall not later than thirty days after its receipt

4 send a written protest stating the facts of the case relating to such per-

5 son's seMlemeut to the director of welfare who isined the notice.

1 20. Kft.by a dirtftor of wclfari* to send such pndcst wittiin the lime

2 speciAed or any extended time ns liercin provide^! shat! e<mstitule a eoneiir-

3 re nee in the ib>eisinii of the dirwlor of iniiiiH'i|>nl aid hereinafter referred

4 to.

1 21. If sneh protest is sent and the director of welfare of the mnnict-

2 ivility where the person it fonnd does not a.vept the facts therein presented 

8 or if BO protest Is rtce'.ved by him, the determination of the settlement of 

4 such |>er»on shall be referred to the Stale Municipal Aid Administration by



5 the director of welfare of the miinicipalit:r where the person is found by send-

6 ing to the State Municipal Aid Administration a written reference not later

7 than forty days after the sending of the notice, a copy of which reference

8 shall bo sent at the same time to the director of welfare of the municipality

9 wherein the person is alleged to hare legal settlement.

1 22. Failure hy the (liri>etor of Welfare to .send such reference within the

2 time HjK'cifitHl or any extendiHl time ns hertMit provided shall constitute an

3 aceeptaiKH' on Iwhalf of the uiunieipality of responsibility for the snpiwrt ot

4 such iMTson and an admission that legal settlement is in the mnnioipality of 

a wiiieh he is director of widfare.

1 23. The director of municipal aid. upon gootl cause shown, may extend

2 the time allowed for sending a protest or reference.

1 24. The notice, protest and reference required by this act shall be made

2 in the forms prcscrilavl hy (he director of municipal aiil and ahull l>e sent

3 hy registered mail.

1 2.5. The director of mnnioipnl aitl shall render a decision doterniining

2 legal settlcinent after due consideration of all the facts and arguments of

3 the ••ontc.iting directors of welfare. If insulTicient facts are Iteforo him, be

4 may cause an investigation to he made and sot a date for a hearing, to be

5 held aftc' duo notice to the welfare olTicials involved. Ha may in his dec!

6 .don order that the person lie rcnioveil to his plai>e of legal settlement and

7 that the dircetor of welfare of said municijiality scc*qit and receive such

8 ]>orson and provide s' ch assistance at may he necessary.

1 2C. Any decision ol ....dirwlor of nuinicipal aid shall Ua-onie final

2 u|K>n the date of mailing of a copy thereof to the parties involved. The di-

3 rector of municipal aid shall Ik- deeme.1 to be a j.arty to any judicial action

4 involving any such decision, and may he r«pres.,-nted in any judicial artion

5 by any qualified attorney who may be a regular salaried employee of the 

0 State Municipal Aid Administration, or at the <lin-etor of muiiicifial aid’s 

7 rt-quest, hy the Attoruey-Oenorsi.
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1 27. The director of municipal aid may enforce hia doeiaion agiainat the

2 reaponaible mnnicii)nlity by withholding from it from any State funds which

3 may be avoilable for that pnrpoac anch auma aa are aufficient to care for auch

4 person which sums aha!! be paid directly by the State Municipal Aid Ad-

5 ministration to the municipality where the person is receiving assistance 

8 in reimbursement therefor.

1 28. The director of municipsi aid may apply to the court of common

2 pleas of the county wherein such person has legal settlement for an order

3 directing the responsible municipality and its director of welfare to furnish

4 assistance to the peraon in such manner as the court shall direct. Such order

5 may be obtained upon five d..ys’ notice to the municipality responsible for

6 suefe assistance and to its director of welfare. Violation of any such order

7 of the court of common pleas shall be a contempt of said court and the per-

8 son so violating shall be subjected to all penalties which by law may be im-

9 posed for other contempts of such conrt.

1 20. The municipality of legal settlement shall Ik> required to reimburse

2 the municipality where the person is found for all assistance given to such

3 person subsequent to the date of the mailing of a notice pursuant to section

4 seventeen. The cost of such assistance from time to time may be recovered

5 by tiic municipality granting it from the responsible mnnicipality in an

6 action at law in a court of .competent jurisdietion.

1 30. A director of welfare shall not furnish assistance to a person having

2 legal set?’?mcnt in his municipality while such person is residing in another 

S mnnlripalit>, ouhont having first obtained the approval in writing of the 

4 director of welfare of the municipality where the person is residing.

1 31. If a person receiving public assistance in a municipality other th.in

2 the one responsible for his support, upon determination of responsibility and

3 order of removal made pursuant to the provisions of this act, refuses to be

4 removed to his plaee of legal settlement, the director of welfare of the mn-

5 nicipality in which such j>erson is shall forthwith apply to the court of com-

6 mon pleas for the issuance of an order to the sheriff of the county where
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7 »nel> person Js, or to some otiicr person or persons, to remore such person to

8 the mnnicipality in which he has his place of lejtal settlement and said

9 sheriflf or other i>crson or iK>rsons are authorized and emiwwerod to remove 

10 such i)crson accordingly.

1 32. No person shall, without legal authority, send or bring, or cause to

2 be sent or brought, any poor person into a mnnicipality with the purpose of

3 making him a charge on .such municipality, or for the purpose of avoiding

4 the responsibility «f support in the nuiuieipality from which he is brought

5 or sent. Any person convicted of violating this section shall be guilty of a

6 misdemeanor.

1 .3.3. Persons having no legal settlement in the State shall be furnished

2 public assistance by that municipality where found subject to reimbursement

3 by the State to the extent of eighty per centum (80'>) of the total cost of

4 such assistance which shall be given in aeconlaiiee with the standards, rulca 

6 and regulations of the director of municipal aid.

1 34. All such eases shall be immediately direelwl to the attention of the

2 dirwtor of municipal aid who shall forthwith take all lawful steps, under

3 ifi'cfstate agreements or otherwise, atTwting the removal of or i»ern;anent re-

4 settlement of such i>ersons.

1 A director of welfare who grants assistance to a p<-rson not having

2 legal selllement in this Stale shall forthwith and not later than twenty days

3 after the first grant of assistance notify the Mnniciiml ,^id Admiiiislrafion in

4 writinr *t-'reof. If a director of welfare fails to send sneh notification within

5 tile time piescrib«>il and the is-rson loses settlement in another Kla*e hy reason

6 of such failure, the dires lor of mnnieipnl aid shall refuse reimlmrsemcnt for

7 such assistance as long ns the person laeks legal settlement, in which event

8 the total cost of assistam-e given to siu h ,»er«on shall lie Iwirne hy the miinicl-

9 pality. If sneh iwrson removes to another manic ipnlity, the cost of assist-

10 anee given by the other mnnieipalily to such person shall continue to he

11 rhargeable again-i thr first municipality as long as the i«<rson lacks legal
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12 MtUement and the municipalily granting such assistance may recover iU

13 coat from the first municipality from time to time in an action at law in a

14 court of competent jurisdiction.

1 36. Any person applying for public assistance who refuses to retnm to

2 another State wherein he has legal setllcincnt after proper authorization

3 therefor has been obtained shall upon acccptanct! of public assistance be

4 guilty of a misdemeanor.

1 37. The director of municipal aid shall act ns the agent of the State in

2 effectuating the purposes of any reciprocal interstate agreements respecting

3 the transportation of de|>endents and shall have complete control and super-

4 vision of cases which other States are seeking to retu’n to this State. The 

{* director of mnnicipal aid shall have sole authority to either accept or rejet l

6 such cases in behalf of the State and its municipalities a>'cording to the pro-

7 visions of this act; except that the said director may refuse to accept u case

8 wlicii it is in the public interest of this Mate to invoke a policy of reciprocity 

S» as to those States whose legal settleinenl laws or the interi>retution thereof

10 unduly prevent the return of iiersous who are in isjuity and good consciciue

11 their responsibility, and the burden of primf shall l>e upon tiie State or public

12 agtuicy thereof seeking to return a person to this State.

1 38. The decision of the director of munici|ial aid to accept a case under

2 section thirty-seven shall Iw final. It ihali he the duty of the director of wri

3 fare of the munici|M»lity where the person soiighi to be returned has legal

4 settlement to semi an ackiiowledgmeut of respoiisibility lor such case in 

3 writing to the director of iminici|>al aid not later than ten days after the mail- 

6 ing of the decision.

1 3SI. If a director of welfare fails to send such acknowleslgment of re-

2 sj>onsibility within the time eiHU-itie*!. the director of mnnici^ral aid may apply

3 to the court of common pleas of the county wherein the |H<rson sought to

4 be relumesl has legal aettlement for an order directing the res;>onsilile nin-

5 nicipalily and its director of welfare to accept and nundve said jwrson and

6 furnish sueh assistance as may lie ne»-,'ssary. Such order may be obtained



7 upon five deys’ notice to the municipality responsible for such assistance and

8 to its direct.if of welfare. Violatioi' of imy such order of the court of com-

9 mon pleas shall be a contempt of said court and the j>er8on so vioIalinR shall

10 be subject to all penalties which hy l.-<w may be imiwsed for other contempts

11 of such court.

1 40. All cases referred from out of the State which shall come to the atten-

2 tioii of a director of welfare shall forthwith he referred to the State Munioi- 

;i pal Aid Admiiiistrnlion.

1 41. At me re<iue8t of the direct.ir of mniiieipal aid it shall be the duty of

2 a director of welfare to cause an i icv«ticalioii to he made of tlie residence

3 within his munieiimlily of a pe:-M.n allcfted to have >..Uii uient within the

4 Slate.

1 42. Ao.v persoi. who knowimily hriie^'. or causes lo I..- lirouKlit, a desliinte

2 person from out of the Stale into this Stale without le){nl BUth..rily and 

.1 huiM S him or attempts t., leave him f.-i the purpose of makiay him a puhlie 

4 eharfte, shall 1k> fruilty of a misdemeanor.

1 4.'!. This net shall not 1h> eonsiru.d lo apply to transients.

1 44. Nothin): it: this net shall apply to or affeet a ihtm.ii front o.itsi.ie the

2 llnile.l Stales of Ameil.a, or in hm> way eham'.e th.' rii:ht- or liahdilies of

3 such peisoos lo. eonferr.sl o.- Innmsed hy any law of the 1 nile.l Stales, nor

4 the rii.'ht otherwise ■•..nferre.l l.y la» to .ieport or remof sneh i«-rsons lo

.'t any other Slate wherein the |>erson atill retains, or may have a<s|uir.sl, ■

r. settlement neeonlimr t.. ' lar.s of any Stal,. or . onnlry, and in all sneh easea 

7 r.o settlement shall !«■ .le.tMe.l to hat.' is'eti ar,|iiir.sl withia this Slate.

1 4.'>. Any parlieiilar craiit of |«.w. r ............... . in this art shall 1h> held «o

2 be in s)M-eilVallon. hill not in limitation of eenernl powers.

1 4(i The .lireelor of mimieiiial ai.l may promnicale. alter aii.1 amend from

•J lime lo lime sneh rnles. re«uIa1ion. and .lire, lory onler. as are n.sv.aary and

3 pro,s.r for .«rryi..c o-d any of the provision. ..f this act. whirl, rules. r.-«U-

4 lalion. an.l or.h r. shall Is' hin.lias nmnieiiuililie..

1 47. Kvery isTson re.idiiu: in this State at «... I.me ..f the i«...aKe of Ihia

2 act who had leiral r-.idenee in this State umler seetiona ten. twelve ami thir-
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3 tetn of chapter one hundred thirty of the laws of one thousand nine hundred

4 and forty, hereinafter repealed, ahali Iiave legal e<ttlenient in this State untU 

6 such time as it i» lo*t under the provisions of thia act. However, the n.u-

6 nicipal settlement of such persons shall be determined only in accordance

7 with the prevision* of this act.

1 48. Sections ten to fifteen, inclusive, and sections twenty-one to twenty-

2 four, inclusive, of chapter one hundred thirty of the laws of one thousand nine

3 hundred a. 1 forty are hereby expressly repealed. 44:1-102 to

4 44:1-127, inclusive, and sections 44:4-57 to 44:4-81, inclusive, of the Hevised

5 Statutes arc hereby sui>crseded insofar as they are inconsistent with the pro-

6 visions of this act.

1 41*. This act shall take effect immediately.


