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P.L. 2025, CHAPTER 104, approved July 22, 2025 

Senate, No. 2167 (Second Reprint) 

 

 

AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards 1 

and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  7 

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in 8 

the United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 9 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 10 

motivation to learn. 11 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and 12 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is 13 

the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 14 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant 15 

steps to implement new approaches through the National School 16 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to 17 

address child and adolescent obesity.  18 

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the 19 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Program, are 20 

required to have nutrition standards that meet specific dietary 21 

guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like 22 

obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 23 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under 24 

the federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public 25 

schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 26 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, 27 

fruits and vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million 28 

students who receive federally subsidized meals. 29 

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome 30 

operational challenges in the National School Lunch and federal 31 

School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole 32 

grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent 33 

of schools were compliant in every state.  34 



 

S2167 [2R] 

2 

 

 

 g. These 2
[more]2 stringent nutrition standards have helped to 1 

reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents between the 2 

ages of 10 and 17.  3 

 h. 2
[However, the United States Department of Agriculture has 4 

recently announced its plans to lower nutrition standards for grains, 5 

flavored milks, and sodium in school cafeterias that were part of the 6 

regulations adopted in 2012 under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 7 

Act of 2010.”] In April 2024, the United States Department of 8 

Agriculture adopted a final rule titled “Child Nutrition Programs: 9 

Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for 10 

Americans” in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and 11 

Part 226, setting forth changes in child nutrition programs 12 

concerning nutrition requirements, menu flexibility, and program 13 

operations, to be effective for the 2025-2026 school year unless 14 

otherwise phased in.  The changes were based on a comprehensive 15 

review of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, stakeholder input 16 

on the meal patterns, and lessons from prior rulemaking.2 17 

 i. 2
[Beginning next school year, schools can request an 18 

exemption from the whole grain requirements and delay the sodium 19 

mandate and schools will also be able to serve one percent flavored 20 

milk instead of nonfat] Pursuant to these federal regulations, 80 21 

percent of weekly grains served must be whole grain-rich2. 22 

 j. 2The federal regulations also phase in new sodium content 23 

mandates and, beginning July 1, 2027, require schools to reduce the 24 

lunch meal sodium content by 15 percent and the breakfast meal 25 

sodium content by 10 percent. 26 

 k. The federal regulations also impose new, lower product-27 

based added sugar limits for breakfast cereals, yogurt, and flavored 28 

milk, beginning in the 2025-2026 school year.  Flavored milk must 29 

not contain more than 10 grams of added sugars per eight fluid 30 

ounces. Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, in addition to 31 

product based limits, added sugars must be less than 10 percent of 32 

calories per week in the school lunch and breakfast programs. 33 

 l.2  It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the 34 
2
[more stringent nutrition regulations that were adopted in 2012 35 

under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” in order] 36 

updated nutrition guidelines in the federal regulations at 7 C.F.R. 37 

Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, in order2 for 38 

the State to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and 39 

adolescents. 40 

 2m.  These federal regulations provide flexibilities in meeting the 41 

standards and are also more strict in various areas.2 42 

 43 

 2. a.  A public school 1and a nonpublic school participating in 44 

the National School Lunch Program and the federal School 45 
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Breakfast Program1 shall comply 1
[, at a minimum,]1 with the 1 

2
[

1most stringent1]2 nutrition standards for 2
[

1:  (1)] the National 2 

School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program and2 3 

competitive foods sold in schools 2
[adopted by the United States 4 

Department of Agriculture as published in Volume 81, Number 146 5 

of the Federal Register dated July 26, 2016, and Volume 89, 6 

Number 80 of the Federal Register dated April 25, 2024,] 7 

established in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and 8 

Part 226, as required to be implemented by July 1, 2027, as in effect 9 

on July 1, 2024,2 or any other more stringent nutrition standards 10 

adopted at the federal level in the future 2[; and 11 

 (2)1 the National School Lunch Program and federal School 12 

Breakfast Program adopted by the United States Department of 13 

Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal 14 

Register dated January 26, 2012. 1
[If more stringent standards for 15 

the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast 16 

Program are adopted by the United States Department of 17 

Agriculture on or after the date of enactment of 18 

P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the Legislature as this bill), a 19 

public school shall comply with those more stringent nutrition 20 

standards] and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register 21 

dated April 25, 2024, or any other more stringent nutrition 22 

standards adopted at the federal level in the future]2.1 23 

 b. All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch 24 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall 1
[, at a 25 

minimum,]1 comply with the 2
[

1most stringent1] current2 nutrition 26 

standards for the National School Lunch Program and federal 27 

School Breakfast Program 2
[adopted by the United States 28 

Department of Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 29 

of the Federal Register dated January 26, 2012 1
[If more stringent 30 

standards for the National School Lunch Program and federal 31 

School Breakfast Program are adopted by the United States 32 

Department of Agriculture on or after the date of enactment of 33 

P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the Legislature as this bill), a 34 

public school shall comply with the more stringent nutrition 35 

standards] and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register 36 

dated April 25, 2024,] established in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, 37 

Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, as required to be implemented by 38 

July 1, 2027, as in effect on July 1, 2024,2 or any other more 39 

stringent nutrition standards adopted at the federal level in the 40 

future1. 41 

 1c.  As used in this section, “competitive foods” means all food 42 

and beverage items sold at school, other than meals served through 43 

the United States Department of Agriculture’s school meal 44 

programs on the school campus at any time during the school day.1 45 
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 3. This act shall take effect immediately 1[and shall first apply 1 

to the 2024-2025 school year]1 2and shall first apply to the 2025-2 

2026 school year2. 3 

 4 

 5 

                                 6 

 7 

 Requires public and certain nonpublic schools to comply with 8 

breakfast and lunch standards adopted by USDA. 9 



 

 

CHAPTER 104 

 

AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards and supplementing Title 

18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

 

C.18A:33-14b  Findings, declarations. 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in the United States and poor 

diet combined with the lack of physical activity negatively impacts students’ health and their 

ability and motivation to learn. 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and adolescents between the ages of 10 

and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant steps to implement new 

approaches through the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program 

in order to address child and adolescent obesity.  

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the National School Lunch and 

federal School Breakfast Program, are required to have nutrition standards that meet specific 

dietary guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like obesity, heart 

disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under the federal “Healthy, Hunger-

Free Kids Act of 2010,” public schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, fruits and vegetables, and 

nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million students who receive federally subsidized meals.  

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome operational challenges in the 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, 

whole grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent of schools were 

compliant in every state.  

 g. These stringent nutrition standards have helped to reduce the obesity rate for children 

and adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17.  

 h. In April 2024, the United States Department of Agriculture adopted a final rule titled 

“Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines 

for Americans” in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, setting forth 

changes in child nutrition programs concerning nutrition requirements, menu flexibility, and 

program operations, to be effective for the 2025-2026 school year unless otherwise phased in.  

The changes were based on a comprehensive review of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 

stakeholder input on the meal patterns, and lessons from prior rulemaking.  

 i. Pursuant to these federal regulations, 80 percent of weekly grains served must be whole 

grain-rich. 

 j. The federal regulations also phase in new sodium content mandates and, beginning July 

1, 2027, require schools to reduce the lunch meal sodium content by 15 percent and the 

breakfast meal sodium content by 10 percent. 

 k. The federal regulations also impose new, lower product-based added sugar limits for 

breakfast cereals, yogurt, and flavored milk, beginning in the 2025-2026 school year.  Flavored 

milk must not contain more than 10 grams of added sugars per eight fluid ounces. Beginning 

in the 2027-2028 school year, in addition to product based limits, added sugars must be less 

than 10 percent of calories per week in the school lunch and breakfast programs.  
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 l. It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the updated nutrition guidelines 

in the federal regulations at 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, in 

order for the State to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents.  

 m. These federal regulations provide flexibilities in meeting the standards and are also 

stricter in various areas. 

 

C.18A:33-14c  National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program nutrition 

standards, compliance for participants. 

 2. a. A public school and a nonpublic school participating in the National School Lunch 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall comply with the nutrition standards 

for the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program and competitive 

foods sold in schools established in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 

226, as required to be implemented by July 1, 2027, as in effect on July 1, 2024, or any other 

more stringent nutrition standards adopted at the federal level in the future.  

 b. All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch Program and the federal 

School Breakfast Program shall comply with the current nutrition standards for the National 

School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program established in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, 

Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, as required to be implemented by July 1, 2027, as 

in effect on July 1, 2024, or any other more stringent nutrition standards adopted at the federal 

level in the future. 

 c. As used in this section, “competitive foods” means all food and beverage items sold at 

school other than meals served through the United States Department of Agriculture’s school 

meal programs on the school campus at any time during the school day.  

 

 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall first apply to the 2025-2026 school year. 

 

 Approved July 22, 2025. 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/5/2025) 
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Sponsored by: 

Senator  M. TERESA RUIZ 

District 29 (Essex and Hudson) 

Senator  JOSEPH F. VITALE 

District 19 (Middlesex) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Senators Turner, Pou and McKnight 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Requires public schools to comply with lunch and breakfast nutrition 

standards adopted by USDA. 

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel. 
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AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards 1 

and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  7 

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in 8 

the United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 9 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 10 

motivation to learn. 11 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and 12 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is 13 

the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 14 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant 15 

steps to implement new approaches through the National School 16 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to 17 

address child and adolescent obesity.  18 

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the 19 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Program, are 20 

required to have nutrition standards that meet specific dietary 21 

guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like 22 

obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 23 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under 24 

the federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public 25 

schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 26 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, 27 

fruits and vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million 28 

students who receive federally subsidized meals. 29 

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome 30 

operational challenges in the National School Lunch and federal 31 

School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole 32 

grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent 33 

of schools were compliant in every state.  34 

 g. These more stringent nutrition standards have helped to 35 

reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents between the 36 

ages of 10 and 17.  37 

 h. However, the United States Department of Agriculture has 38 

recently announced its plans to lower nutrition standards for grains, 39 

flavored milks, and sodium in school cafeterias that were part of the 40 

regulations adopted in 2012 under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 41 

Act of 2010.” 42 

 i. Beginning next school year, schools can request an 43 

exemption from the whole grain requirements and delay the sodium 44 

mandate and schools will also be able to serve one percent flavored 45 

milk instead of nonfat. 46 

 j. It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the 47 

more stringent nutrition regulations that were adopted in 2012 under 48 
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the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” in order for the State 1 

to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents.  2 

 3 

 2. a.  A public school shall comply, at a minimum, with the 4 

nutrition standards for the National School Lunch Program and 5 

federal School Breakfast Program adopted by the United States 6 

Department of Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 7 

of the Federal Register dated January 26, 2012. If more stringent 8 

standards for the National School Lunch Program and federal 9 

School Breakfast Program are adopted by the United States 10 

Department of Agriculture on or after the date of enactment of 11 

P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the Legislature as this bill), a 12 

public school shall comply with those more stringent nutrition 13 

standards. 14 

 b. All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch 15 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall, at a 16 

minimum, comply with the nutrition standards for the National 17 

School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program 18 

adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture, as 19 

published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal Register dated 20 

January 26, 2012. If more stringent standards for the National 21 

School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program are 22 

adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture on or after 23 

the date of enactment of P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the 24 

Legislature as this bill), a public school shall comply with the more 25 

stringent nutrition standards. 26 

 27 

 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall first apply to 28 

the 2024-2025 school year. 29 

 30 

 31 

STATEMENT 32 

 33 

 This bill would require all public schools to comply with the 34 

previous nutrition standards for the National School Lunch Program 35 

and federal School Breakfast Program that were adopted by the 36 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and published in 37 

Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal Register dated January 26, 38 

2012, or any more stringent nutrition standards adopted by the 39 

USDA after the bill’s enactment. 40 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/23/2025) 

[First Reprint] 

SENATE, No. 2167  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
221st LEGISLATURE 

   

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2024 SESSION 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Senator  M. TERESA RUIZ 

District 29 (Essex and Hudson) 

Senator  JOSEPH F. VITALE 

District 19 (Middlesex) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Senators Turner, Pou, McKnight and Diegnan 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Requires public and certain nonpublic schools to comply with breakfast 

and lunch standards adopted by USDA. 

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As reported by the Senate Education Committee on June 5, 2025, with 

amendments. 
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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

 1Senate SED committee amendments adopted June 5, 2025. 

 

AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards 1 

and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  7 

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in 8 

the United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 9 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 10 

motivation to learn. 11 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and 12 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is 13 

the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 14 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant 15 

steps to implement new approaches through the National School 16 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to 17 

address child and adolescent obesity.  18 

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the 19 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Program, are 20 

required to have nutrition standards that meet specific dietary 21 

guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like 22 

obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 23 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under 24 

the federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public 25 

schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 26 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, 27 

fruits and vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million 28 

students who receive federally subsidized meals. 29 

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome 30 

operational challenges in the National School Lunch and federal 31 

School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole 32 

grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent 33 

of schools were compliant in every state.  34 

 g. These more stringent nutrition standards have helped to 35 

reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents between the 36 

ages of 10 and 17.  37 

 h. However, the United States Department of Agriculture has 38 

recently announced its plans to lower nutrition standards for grains, 39 

flavored milks, and sodium in school cafeterias that were part of the 40 

regulations adopted in 2012 under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 41 

Act of 2010.” 42 

 i. Beginning next school year, schools can request an 43 

exemption from the whole grain requirements and delay the sodium 44 
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mandate and schools will also be able to serve one percent flavored 1 

milk instead of nonfat. 2 

 j. It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the 3 

more stringent nutrition regulations that were adopted in 2012 under 4 

the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” in order for the State 5 

to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents.  6 

 7 

 2. a.  A public school 1and a nonpublic school participating in 8 

the National School Lunch Program and the federal School 9 

Breakfast Program1 shall comply 1
[, at a minimum,]1 with the 10 

1most stringent1 nutrition standards for 1: 11 

 (1) competitive foods sold in schools adopted by the United 12 

States Department of Agriculture as published in Volume 81, 13 

Number 146 of the Federal Register dated July 26, 2016, and 14 

Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register dated April 25, 15 

2024, or any other more stringent nutrition standards adopted at the 16 

federal level in the future; and 17 

 (2)1 the National School Lunch Program and federal School 18 

Breakfast Program adopted by the United States Department of 19 

Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal 20 

Register dated January 26, 2012. 1
[If more stringent standards for 21 

the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast 22 

Program are adopted by the United States Department of 23 

Agriculture on or after the date of enactment of 24 

P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the Legislature as this bill), a 25 

public school shall comply with those more stringent nutrition 26 

standards] and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register 27 

dated April 25, 2024, or any other more stringent nutrition 28 

standards adopted at the federal level in the future.1 29 

 b. All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch 30 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall 1
[, at a 31 

minimum,]1 comply with the 1most stringent1 nutrition standards 32 

for the National School Lunch Program and federal School 33 

Breakfast Program adopted by the United States Department of 34 

Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal 35 

Register dated January 26, 2012 1
[If more stringent standards for 36 

the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast 37 

Program are adopted by the United States Department of 38 

Agriculture on or after the date of enactment of 39 

P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the Legislature as this bill), a 40 

public school shall comply with the more stringent nutrition 41 

standards] and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register 42 

dated April 25, 2024, or any other more stringent nutrition 43 

standards adopted at the federal level in the future1.44 
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 1c.  As used in this section, “competitive foods” means all food 1 

and beverage items sold at school, other than meals served through 2 

the United States Department of Agriculture’s school meal 3 

programs on the school campus at any time during the school day.1 4 

 5 

 3. This act shall take effect immediately 1
[and shall first apply 6 

to the 2024-2025 school year]1. 7 
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SYNOPSIS 

 Requires public and certain nonpublic schools to comply with breakfast 

and lunch standards adopted by USDA. 

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As reported by the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee on June 

26, 2025, with amendments. 
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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

 1Senate SED committee amendments adopted June 5, 2025. 

 2Senate SBA committee amendments adopted June 26, 2025. 

 

AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards 1 

and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  7 

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in 8 

the United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 9 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 10 

motivation to learn. 11 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and 12 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is 13 

the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 14 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant 15 

steps to implement new approaches through the National School 16 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to 17 

address child and adolescent obesity.  18 

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the 19 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Program, are 20 

required to have nutrition standards that meet specific dietary 21 

guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like 22 

obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 23 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under 24 

the federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public 25 

schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 26 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, 27 

fruits and vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million 28 

students who receive federally subsidized meals. 29 

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome 30 

operational challenges in the National School Lunch and federal 31 

School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole 32 

grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent 33 

of schools were compliant in every state.  34 

 g. These 2
[more]2 stringent nutrition standards have helped to 35 

reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents between the 36 

ages of 10 and 17.  37 

 h. 2
[However, the United States Department of Agriculture has 38 

recently announced its plans to lower nutrition standards for grains, 39 

flavored milks, and sodium in school cafeterias that were part of the 40 

regulations adopted in 2012 under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 41 

Act of 2010.”] In April 2024, the United States Department of 42 

Agriculture adopted a final rule titled “Child Nutrition Programs: 43 
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Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for 1 

Americans” in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and 2 

Part 226, setting forth changes in child nutrition programs 3 

concerning nutrition requirements, menu flexibility, and program 4 

operations, to be effective for the 2025-2026 school year unless 5 

otherwise phased in.  The changes were based on a comprehensive 6 

review of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, stakeholder input 7 

on the meal patterns, and lessons from prior rulemaking.2 8 

 i. 2
[Beginning next school year, schools can request an 9 

exemption from the whole grain requirements and delay the sodium 10 

mandate and schools will also be able to serve one percent flavored 11 

milk instead of nonfat] Pursuant to these federal regulations, 80 12 

percent of weekly grains served must be whole grain-rich2. 13 

 j. 2The federal regulations also phase in new sodium content 14 

mandates and, beginning July 1, 2027, require schools to reduce the 15 

lunch meal sodium content by 15 percent and the breakfast meal 16 

sodium content by 10 percent. 17 

 k. The federal regulations also impose new, lower product-18 

based added sugar limits for breakfast cereals, yogurt, and flavored 19 

milk, beginning in the 2025-2026 school year.  Flavored milk must 20 

not contain more than 10 grams of added sugars per eight fluid 21 

ounces. Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, in addition to 22 

product based limits, added sugars must be less than 10 percent of 23 

calories per week in the school lunch and breakfast programs. 24 

 l.2  It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the 25 
2
[more stringent nutrition regulations that were adopted in 2012 26 

under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” in order] 27 

updated nutrition guidelines in the federal regulations at 7 C.F.R. 28 

Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, in order2 for 29 

the State to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and 30 

adolescents. 31 

 2m.  These federal regulations provide flexibilities in meeting the 32 

standards and are also more strict in various areas.2 33 

 34 

 2. a.  A public school 1and a nonpublic school participating in 35 

the National School Lunch Program and the federal School 36 

Breakfast Program1 shall comply 1
[, at a minimum,]1 with the 37 

2
[

1most stringent1]2 nutrition standards for 2
[

1:  (1)] the National 38 

School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program and2 39 

competitive foods sold in schools 2
[adopted by the United States 40 

Department of Agriculture as published in Volume 81, Number 146 41 

of the Federal Register dated July 26, 2016, and Volume 89, 42 

Number 80 of the Federal Register dated April 25, 2024,] 43 

established in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and 44 

Part 226, as required to be implemented by July 1, 2027, as in effect 45 
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on July 1, 2024,2 or any other more stringent nutrition standards 1 

adopted at the federal level in the future 2[; and 2 

 (2)1 the National School Lunch Program and federal School 3 

Breakfast Program adopted by the United States Department of 4 

Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal 5 

Register dated January 26, 2012. 1
[If more stringent standards for 6 

the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast 7 

Program are adopted by the United States Department of 8 

Agriculture on or after the date of enactment of 9 

P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the Legislature as this bill), a 10 

public school shall comply with those more stringent nutrition 11 

standards] and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register 12 

dated April 25, 2024, or any other more stringent nutrition 13 

standards adopted at the federal level in the future]2.1 14 

 b. All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch 15 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall 1
[, at a 16 

minimum,]1 comply with the 2
[

1most stringent1] current2 nutrition 17 

standards for the National School Lunch Program and federal 18 

School Breakfast Program 2
[adopted by the United States 19 

Department of Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 20 

of the Federal Register dated January 26, 2012 1
[If more stringent 21 

standards for the National School Lunch Program and federal 22 

School Breakfast Program are adopted by the United States 23 

Department of Agriculture on or after the date of enactment of 24 

P.L.    , c.   (C.     )(pending before the Legislature as this bill), a 25 

public school shall comply with the more stringent nutrition 26 

standards] and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register 27 

dated April 25, 2024,] established in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, 28 

Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, as required to be implemented by 29 

July 1, 2027, as in effect on July 1, 2024,2 or any other more 30 

stringent nutrition standards adopted at the federal level in the 31 

future1. 32 

 1c.  As used in this section, “competitive foods” means all food 33 

and beverage items sold at school, other than meals served through 34 

the United States Department of Agriculture’s school meal 35 

programs on the school campus at any time during the school day.1 36 

 37 

 3. This act shall take effect immediately 1[and shall first apply 38 

to the 2024-2025 school year]1 2and shall first apply to the 2025-39 

2026 school year2. 40 



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 2167  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  JUNE 5, 2025 

 

 The Senate Education Committee reports favorably and with 

committee amendments Senate Bill No. 2167. 

 As amended, this bill requires all public and nonpublic schools 

participating in the National School Lunch Program and the federal 

School Breakfast Program to comply with the most stringent nutrition 

standards for competitive foods sold in schools adopted by the United 

States Department of Agriculture as published in Volume 81, Number 

146 of the Federal Register dated July 26, 2016, and Volume 89, 

Number 80 of the Federal Register dated April 25, 2024, as well as the 

National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program 

adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture, as published 

in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal Register dated January 26, 

2012 and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal Register dated 

April 25, 2024, or any other more stringent nutrition standards adopted 

at the federal level in the future.  

 The amended bill specifies that all reimbursable meals under the 

National School Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast 

Program are to comply with the most stringent nutrition standards for 

the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast 

Program adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture or 

any other more stringent nutrition standards adopted at the federal 

level in the future. 

 This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2024-2025 session 

pending technical review.  As reported, the bill includes the changes 

required by technical review, which has been performed. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to: 

 provide that a nonpublic school participating in the National 

School Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast 

program is to comply with the provisions of the bill; 

 specify that the provisions of the bill also apply to competitive 

foods sold in schools; 

 clarify that schools are to comply with any other more stringent 

federal nutrition standards adopted in the future; and 

 update the effective date. 



SENATE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

[First Reprint] 

SENATE, No. 2167 
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  JUNE 26, 2025 

 

 The Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee reports 

favorably and with committee amendments Senate Bill No. 2167 (1R). 

 As amended and reported, this bill requires all public and 

nonpublic schools participating in the National School Lunch Program 

and the federal School Breakfast Program to comply with federal 

nutrition standards and competitive foods sold in schools adopted by 

the United States Department of Agriculture for the National School 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program, or any other 

more stringent nutrition standards adopted at the federal level in the 

future.  

 The bill codifies in State law that all reimbursable meals under the 

National School Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast 

Program are to comply with the current nutrition standards for the 

National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program 

adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture or any other 

updated nutrition standards adopted at the federal level in the future. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to: 

 (1) stipulate that the nutrition standards referenced in the bill are 

the standards adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture 

in the final rule titled “Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns 

Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans” in 7 

C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226; and 

 (2) change the bill’s effective date so that it first applies to the 

2025-2026 school year. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 This bill has not been certified as requiring a fiscal note. 
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SYNOPSIS 

 Requires public schools to comply with more stringent school lunch and 

breakfast nutrition standards adopted by USDA in 2012.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel. 
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AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards 1 

and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  7 

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in 8 

the United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 9 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 10 

motivation to learn. 11 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and 12 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is 13 

the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 14 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant 15 

steps to implement new approaches through the National School 16 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to 17 

address child and adolescent obesity.  18 

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the 19 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Program, are 20 

required to have nutrition standards that meet specific dietary 21 

guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like 22 

obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 23 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under 24 

the federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public 25 

schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 26 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, 27 

fruits and vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million 28 

students who receive federally subsidized meals. 29 

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome 30 

operational challenges in the National School Lunch and federal 31 

School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole 32 

grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent 33 

of schools were compliant in every state.  34 

 g. These more stringent nutrition standards have helped to 35 

reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents between the 36 

ages of 10 and 17.  37 

 h. However, the United States Department of Agriculture has 38 

recently announced its plans to lower nutrition standards for grains, 39 

flavored milks, and sodium in school cafeterias that were part of the 40 

regulations adopted in 2012 under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 41 

Act of 2010.” 42 

 i. Beginning next school year, schools can request an 43 

exemption from the whole grain requirements and delay the sodium 44 

mandate and schools will also be able to serve one percent flavored 45 

milk instead of nonfat. 46 

 j. It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the 47 

more stringent nutrition regulations that were adopted in 2012 under 48 



 

A1406 HAIDER, SWAIN 

3 

 

 

the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” in order for the State 1 

to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents.  2 

 3 

 2. a.  A public school shall comply with the nutrition standards 4 

for the National School Lunch Program and federal School 5 

Breakfast Program adopted by the United States Department of 6 

Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal 7 

Register dated January 26, 2012, or any more stringent nutrition 8 

standards. 9 

 b. All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch 10 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall comply 11 

with the nutrition standards for the National School Lunch Program 12 

and federal School Breakfast Program adopted by the United States 13 

Department of Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 14 

of the Federal Register dated January 26, 2012, or any more 15 

stringent nutrition standards. 16 

 17 

 3. This act shall take effect immediately.  18 

 19 

 20 

STATEMENT 21 

 22 

 This bill would require all public schools to comply with the 23 

previous nutrition standards for the National School Lunch Program 24 

and federal School Breakfast Program that were adopted by the 25 

United States Department of Agriculture and published in Volume 26 

77, Number 17 of the Federal Register dated January 26, 2012, or 27 

any more stringent nutrition standards. 28 

 Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in the 29 

United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 30 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 31 

motivation to learn.   32 

 Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant steps 33 

to implement new approaches through the National School Lunch 34 

Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to address 35 

child and adolescent obesity.  Federally subsided meal programs, 36 

which include the National School Lunch and federal School 37 

Breakfast Program, are required to have nutrition standards that 38 

meet specific dietary guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent 39 

chronic diseases like obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, 40 

and Type 2 diabetes. 41 

 Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under the 42 

federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public schools 43 

were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and sodium in 44 

school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, fruits and 45 

vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million students who 46 

receive federally subsidized meals.  These more stringent nutrition 47 

standards have helped to reduce the obesity rate for children and 48 



 

A1406 HAIDER, SWAIN 

4 

 

 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17.  However, the United 1 

States Department of Agriculture has recently announced its plans 2 

to lower nutrition standards for grains, flavored milks, and sodium 3 

in school cafeterias that were part of the regulations adopted in 4 

2012 under the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. 5 
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SYNOPSIS 

     Requires public schools and certain nonpublic schools to comply with most 

stringent school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards. 

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As reported by the Assembly Children, Families and Food Security 

Committee on May 8, 2025, with amendments. 
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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

 1Assembly ACF committee amendments adopted May 8, 2025. 

 

AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards 1 

and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  7 

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in 8 

the United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 9 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 10 

motivation to learn. 11 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and 12 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is 13 

the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 14 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant 15 

steps to implement new approaches through the National School 16 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to 17 

address child and adolescent obesity.  18 

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the 19 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Program, are 20 

required to have nutrition standards that meet specific dietary 21 

guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like 22 

obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 23 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under 24 

the federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public 25 

schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 26 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, 27 

fruits and vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million 28 

students who receive federally subsidized meals. 29 

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome 30 

operational challenges in the National School Lunch and federal 31 

School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole 32 

grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent 33 

of schools were compliant in every state.  34 

 g. These more stringent nutrition standards have helped to 35 

reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents between the 36 

ages of 10 and 17.  37 

 h. However, the United States Department of Agriculture has 38 

recently announced its plans to lower nutrition standards for grains, 39 

flavored milks, and sodium in school cafeterias that were part of the 40 

regulations adopted in 2012 under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 41 

Act of 2010.” 42 

 i. Beginning next school year, schools can request an 43 

exemption from the whole grain requirements and delay the sodium 44 
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mandate and schools will also be able to serve one percent flavored 1 

milk instead of nonfat. 2 

 j. It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the 3 

more stringent nutrition regulations that were adopted in 2012 under 4 

the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” in order for the State 5 

to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents.  6 

 7 

 2.  a.  A public school 1and a nonpublic school participating in the 8 

National School Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast 9 

Program1 shall comply with the 1most stringent1 nutrition standards 10 

for the National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast 11 

Program adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture, as 12 

published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal Register dated 13 

January 26, 2012 1and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal 14 

Register dated April 25, 20241, or any 1other1 more stringent nutrition 15 

standards 1adopted at the federal level in the future1. 16 

b.  All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch 17 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall comply with 18 

the 1most stringent1 nutrition standards for the National School Lunch 19 

Program and federal School Breakfast Program adopted by the United 20 

States Department of Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 21 

17 of the Federal Register dated January 26, 2012 1and in Volume 89, 22 

Number 80 of the Federal Register dated April 25, 20241, or any 23 
1other1  more stringent nutrition standards 1adopted at the federal level 24 

in the future1. 25 

 26 

3. This act shall take effect immediately.  27 
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SYNOPSIS 

     Requires public and certain nonpublic schools to comply with breakfast and 

lunch standards adopted by USDA. 

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As reported by the Assembly Budget Committee on June 26, 2025, with 

amendments. 
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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

 1Assembly ACF committee amendments adopted May 8, 2025. 

 2Assembly ABU committee amendments adopted June 26, 2025. 

 

AN ACT concerning school lunch and breakfast nutrition standards 1 

and supplementing Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. The Legislature finds and declares that:  7 

 a. Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in 8 

the United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical 9 

activity negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and 10 

motivation to learn. 11 

 b. In New Jersey, the current obesity rate for children and 12 

adolescents between the ages of 10 and 17 is 14.8 percent, which is 13 

the 28th highest child and adolescent obesity rate in the nation. 14 

 c. Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant 15 

steps to implement new approaches through the National School 16 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to 17 

address child and adolescent obesity.  18 

 d. Federally subsided meal programs, which include the 19 

National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Program, are 20 

required to have nutrition standards that meet specific dietary 21 

guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases like 22 

obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 23 

 e. Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under 24 

the federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public 25 

schools were required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and 26 

sodium in school cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, 27 

fruits and vegetables, and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million 28 

students who receive federally subsidized meals. 29 

 f. Public schools have worked diligently to overcome 30 

operational challenges in the National School Lunch and federal 31 

School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole 32 

grain-rich, and milk requirements and, by 2016, at least 90 percent 33 

of schools were compliant in every state.  34 

 g. These 2
[more]2 stringent nutrition standards have helped to 35 

reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents between the 36 

ages of 10 and 17.  37 

 h. 2
[However, the United States Department of Agriculture has 38 

recently announced its plans to lower nutrition standards for grains, 39 

flavored milks, and sodium in school cafeterias that were part of the 40 

regulations adopted in 2012 under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 41 

Act of 2010.”] In April 2024, the United States Department of 42 

Agriculture adopted a final rule titled “Child Nutrition Programs: 43 
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Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for 1 

Americans” in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and 2 

Part 226, setting forth changes in child nutrition programs 3 

concerning nutrition requirements, menu flexibility, and program 4 

operations, to be effective for the 2025-2026 school year unless 5 

otherwise phased in.  The changes were based on a comprehensive 6 

review of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, stakeholder input 7 

on the meal patterns, and lessons from prior rulemaking.2 8 

 i. 2
[Beginning next school year, schools can request an 9 

exemption from the whole grain requirements and delay the sodium 10 

mandate and schools will also be able to serve one percent flavored 11 

milk instead of nonfat] Pursuant to these federal regulations, 80 12 

percent of weekly grains served must be whole grain-rich2. 13 

 j. 2The federal regulations also phase in new sodium content 14 

mandates and, beginning July 1, 2027, require schools to reduce the 15 

lunch meal sodium content by 15 percent and the breakfast meal 16 

sodium content by 10 percent. 17 

 k. The federal regulations also impose new, lower product-18 

based added sugar limits for breakfast cereals, yogurt, and flavored 19 

milk, beginning in the 2025-2026 school year.  Flavored milk must 20 

not contain more than 10 grams of added sugars per eight fluid 21 

ounces. Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, in addition to 22 

product based limits, added sugars must be less than 10 percent of 23 

calories per week in the school lunch and breakfast programs. 24 

 l.2  It is important for public schools in the State to abide by the 25 
2
[more stringent nutrition regulations that were adopted in 2012 26 

under the “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” in order] 27 

updated nutrition guidelines in the federal regulations at 7 C.F.R. 28 

Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, in order2 for 29 

the State to continue to reduce the obesity rate for children and 30 

adolescents.  31 
 2m.  These federal regulations provide flexibilities in meeting the 32 

standards and are also more strict in various areas.2  33 

 34 

 2.  a.  A public school 1and a nonpublic school participating in 35 

the National School Lunch Program and the federal School 36 

Breakfast Program1 shall comply with the 2
[

1most stringent1]2 37 

nutrition standards for the National School Lunch Program and 38 

federal School Breakfast Program 2
[adopted by the United States 39 

Department of Agriculture, as published in Volume 77, Number 17 40 

of the Federal Register dated January 26, 2012 1and in Volume 89, 41 

Number 80 of the Federal Register dated April 25, 20241
] and 42 

competitive foods sold in schools established in 7 C.F.R. Part 210, 43 

Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, as required to be 44 

implemented by July 1, 2027, as in effect on July 1, 20242, or any 45 
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1other1 more stringent nutrition standards 1adopted at the federal 1 

level in the future1. 2 

 b.  All reimbursable meals under the National School Lunch 3 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program shall comply 4 

with the 2
[

1most stringent1] current2 nutrition standards for the 5 

National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast 6 

Program 2[adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture, 7 

as published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal Register 8 

dated January 26, 2012 1and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the 9 

Federal Register dated April 25, 20241
] established in 7 C.F.R. Part 10 

210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226, as required to be 11 

implemented by July 1, 2027, as in effect on July 1, 20242, or any 12 
1other1 more stringent nutrition standards 1adopted at the federal 13 

level in the future1. 14 
2c.  As used in this section, “competitive foods” means all food 15 

and beverage items sold at school, other than meals served through 16 

the United States Department of Agriculture’s school meal 17 

programs on the school campus at any time during the school day.2 18 
 19 

3. This act shall take effect immediately 2and shall first apply 20 

to the 2025-2026 school year2

. 21 



ASSEMBLY CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND FOOD SECURITY 

COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1406  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MAY 8, 2025 

 

 The Assembly Children, Families and Food Security Committee 

reports favorably and with committee amendments Assembly Bill No. 

1406. 

 As amended by the committee, this bill would require public 

schools and nonpublic schools participating in the National School 

Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast Program to comply 

with the most stringent nutrition standards for the National School 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program that were 

adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and 

published in Volume 77, Number 17 of the Federal Register dated 

January 26, 2012 and in Volume 89, Number 80 of the Federal 

Register dated April 25, 2024, or any other more stringent federal 

nutrition standards adopted in the future. 

 Child and adolescent obesity has reached epidemic levels in the 

United States and poor diet combined with the lack of physical activity 

negatively impacts students’ health and their ability and motivation to 

learn.   

 Over the past 15 years, policymakers have taken significant steps 

to implement new approaches through the National School Lunch 

Program and federal School Breakfast Program in order to address 

child and adolescent obesity.  Federally subsided meal programs, 

which include the National School Lunch and federal School Breakfast 

Program, are required to have nutrition standards that meet specific 

dietary guidelines. These guidelines can help prevent chronic diseases 

like obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, and Type 2 diabetes. 

 Under the nutrition regulations adopted in July 2012 under the 

federal “Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” public schools were 

required to reduce the amount of calories, fat, and sodium in school 

cafeterias and increase offerings of whole grains, fruits and vegetables, 

and nonfat milk to the roughly 32 million students who receive 

federally subsidized meals.  These more stringent nutrition standards 

have helped to reduce the obesity rate for children and adolescents 

between the ages of 10 and 17.   
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 However, the USDA has recently announced its plans to lower 

nutrition standards for grains, flavored milks, and sodium in school 

cafeterias that were part of the regulations adopted in 2012 under the 

Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010.  This bill would require all 

public schools and nonpublic schools participating in the National 

School Lunch and federal School Breakfast Programs to comply with 

the most stringent nutritional standards for the programs adopted by 

the USDA in 2012 and 2024, and any other more stringent federal 

standards adopted in the future. 

 This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2024-2025 session 

pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes 

required by technical review, which has been performed. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

 The committee amendments expand the provisions of the bill to 

require nonpublic schools participating in the National School Lunch 

Program and the federal School Breakfast Program to comply with the 

nutritional standards adopted by the USDA as delineated in the bill.   

 The committee amendments require public schools and nonpublic 

schools participating in the National School Lunch and federal School 

Breakfast Programs and all reimbursable meals under these programs 

to comply with the most stringent nutrition standards for the National 

School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program adopted 

by the USDA in 2012 and 2024 and any other more stringent federal 

standards adopted in the future. 

 The committee amendments update the synopsis of the bill to 

reflect the changes made by the committee amendments. 

 



ASSEMBLY BUDGET COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

[First Reprint] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1406  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  JUNE 26, 2025 

 

 The Assembly Budget Committee reports favorably and with 

committee amendments Assembly Bill No. 1406 (1R). 

 As amended and reported, this bill requires all public and 

nonpublic schools participating in the National School Lunch Program 

and the federal School Breakfast Program to comply with federal 

nutrition standards and competitive foods sold in schools adopted by 

the United States Department of Agriculture for the National School 

Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program, or any other 

more stringent nutrition standards adopted at the federal level in the 

future. 

 The bill codifies in State law that all reimbursable meals under the 

National School Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast 

Program are to comply with the current nutrition standards for the 

National School Lunch Program and federal School Breakfast Program 

adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture or any other 

updated nutrition standards adopted at the federal level in the future. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to: 

 (1) stipulate that the nutrition standards referenced in the bill are 

the standards adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture 

in the final rule titled “Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns 

Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans” in 7 

C.F.R. Part 210, Part 215, Part 220, Part 225, and Part 226; and 

 (2) change the bill’s effective date so that it first applies to the 

2025-2026 school year. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 This bill has not been certified as requiring a fiscal note. 



Posted on - 07/22/2025

Governor Murphy Takes Action on
Legislation

TRENTON – Today, Governor Murphy signed the following bills into law: 

S2167/A1406 (Ruiz, Vitale/Haider, Swain) – Requires public and certain nonpublic schools to comply with
breakfast and lunch standards adopted by USDA

S3052/A4878 (Johnson, Space/Park, Tucker, Speight) – Concerns grade options at public institutions of higher
education for service member and dependents unable to complete course due to military obligation

S3711/A5153 (McKeon, Zwicker/Haider, Reynolds-Jackson, Spearman) – Makes annual allocation of $500,000
from Clean Communities Program Fund for public outreach concerning single-use plastics reduction program
permanent.

SCS for S3982/A4592 (Ruiz/Reynolds-Jackson/Carter, Morales) – Requires certain information be provided to
parent at least two business days prior to annual Individualized Education Program (IEP) team meeting;
establishes IEP Improvement Working Group in DOE.

S4263/A5408 (Vitale, Scutari/Carter, Sumter. Speight) –  Revises certain provisions concerning, and
establishes certain education and data reporting requirements related to, involuntary commitment.

S4426/A5622 (Burzichelli, Singer/Schnall, Peterpaul, Kane) – Appropriates funds to DEP for environmental
infrastructure projects for FY2026

S4439/A5729 (Lagana, Cryan/Swain) – Establishes protections for student-athletes and certain institutions of
higher education concerning name, image, or likeness compensation; repeals “New Jersey Fair Play Act.”

A3128/SCS for S4071/S3155 (Coughlin, Wimberly, Pintor Marin/Ruiz, Scutari, Singleton, Greenstein, Turner) –
 Authorizes HMFA to use certain tax credits; directs HMFA to conduct tax credit auctions to provide financial
assistance for certain housing purposes

A4897/S3769 (Carter, Atkins, Reynolds-Jackson/Cryan, Amato) – Revises law requiring certain student
identification cards to contain telephone number for suicide prevention hotline

A5170/S4027 (Pintor Marin, Speight/Cruz-Perez, Pou) – Requires State to purchase certain unused tax credits
issued under New Jersey Economic Recovery Act of 2020

A5546/S4388 (Verrelli, Reynolds-Jackson/Turner) – Concerns financial powers and responsibilities of Capital
City Redevelopment Corporation.
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������������������������������ �!!"�#$%�$&�$'�(&%��!�)�������$�(��$����"��$��*#+,��$"-���$&��(�'$���.��/�012345265�7�89:;<=�>9?@AB9A�CDEF�GHAID<�JEKB@:�LM9�NEFFJ�EBL9F;M�JI9BJ9A@:�N<�O@B;L@�G;P9AEL<�Q@;:@A�GR�8@A@J;�SHET=�U9VHJ@:9B�EWIA9?EBK�@:HV;LE9B;F�9HLV9W@J�N<�JHII9ALEBK�JLH:@BLBHLAELE9B�;B:�M@FFB@JJ�;B:�JLA@BKLD@BEBK�I;A@BL;F�@BK;K@W@BL�EBJI@VE;F�@:HV;LE9B�IA9KA;WJR��8D@�UEAJL�NEFF=�OXYZ[\=�JI9BJ9A@:�N<�O@B;L9A�SHET�;B:�O@B;L9A�]9@ÊL;F@=�A@_HEA@J�IHNFEV�;B:�V@AL;EB�IAE?;L@�JVD99FJ�L9�V9WIF<�MELDFHBVD�;B:�NA@;̀U;JL�BHLAELE9B�JL;B:;A:J�;:9IL@:�N<�LD@�aBEL@:OL;L@J�b@I;ALW@BL�9U�cKAEVHFLHA@�daObce�EB�YfYg=�9A�;B<�W9A@JLAEBK@BL�JL;B:;A:J�;:9IL@:�LD@A@;UL@AR�8D@J@�JL;B:;A:J�EBVFH:@A@:HVEBK�V;F9AE@J=�J9:EHW=�;B:�J;LHA;L@:�U;L�EB�JVD99F�W@;FJ�;B:�EBVA@;JEBK�LD@�9UU@AEBKJ�9U�KA;EBJ=UAHELJ=�?@K@L;NF@J=�;B:�B9BU;L�WEF̀R���hCA9I@A�BHLAELE9B�EJ�U9HB:;LE9B;F�L9�;�VDEF:iJ�;NEFEL<�L9�F@;AB=�KA9M=�;B:�LDAE?@R�j9A�W;B<�JLH:@BLJ=�;D@;FLD<�JVD99F�NA@;̀U;JL�9A�FHBVD�EJ�LD@EA�W9JL�:@I@B:;NF@�J9HAV@�9U�U99:�@;VD�:;<=�;�FEU@FEB@�U9AVDEF:A@B�MD9�U;V@�U99:�EBJ@VHAEL<�;L�D9W@=k�J;E:�O@B;L@�G;P9AEL<�Q@;:@A�GR�8@A@J;�SHET�dbXlJJ@mnoH:J9BeR�hp<�HID9F:EBK�JLA9BK�aObc�BHLAELE9B;F�JL;B:;A:J=�9HA�JVD99FJ�V;B�J@A?@�;J�I9M@AUHFJI;V@J�L9�V9WN;L�DHBK@A=�;:?;BV@�@_HEL<=�;B:�JHII9AL�LD@�D@;FLD=�U9VHJ=�;B:�;V;:@WEV�JHVV@JJ�9U�@?@A<JLH:@BLRk�8D@�J@V9B:�NEFF�JEKB@:�EBL9�F;M=�OXqrsY=�EWIA9?@J�LD@�tB:E?E:H;FET@:�l:HV;LE9B�CA9KA;W�dtlCe�A@?E@MIA9V@JJ�N<�EBVA@;JEBK�LA;BJI;A@BV<�;B:�I;A@BL;F�EB?9F?@W@BL�EB�JI@VE;F�@:HV;LE9B�IA9KA;WJR�8D@�NEFFA@_HEA@J�JVD99FJ�L9�KE?@�I;A@BLJ�;�MAELL@B�JL;L@W@BL�9U�:EJVHJJE9B�EL@WJ�;L�F@;JL�LM9�NHJEB@JJ�:;<JN@U9A@�;�JLH:@BLiJ�;BBH;F�tlC�W@@LEBKR��8D@�F@KEJF;LE9B�;FJ9�@JL;NFEJD@J�LD@�tB:E?E:H;FET@:�l:HV;LE9B�CA9KA;W�tWIA9?@W@BL�u9ÀEBK�>A9HIMELDEB�LD@�b@I;ALW@BL�9U�l:HV;LE9BR�8D@�M9ÀEBK�KA9HI�EJ�W@;BL�L9�IA9?E:@�A@V9WW@B:;LE9BJ�L9�LD@:@I;ALW@BL�L9�EWIA9?@�LD@�:@?@F9IW@BL�;B:�EWIF@W@BL;LE9B�9U�tlCJ�;B:�L9�@BJHA@�I9JELE?@�I;A@BL;FEB?9F?@W@BLR��v8D@�;BBH;F�9II9ALHBEL<�U9A�I;A@BLJ�L9�A@?E@M�;�JLH:@BLiJ�tB:E?E:H;FET@:�l:HV;LE9B�CA9KA;W�MELD�LD@EAJHII9AL�L@;W�EJ�;�VAELEV;F�W9W@BL�L9�@?;FH;L@�;�VDEF:iJ�F@;ABEBK�K9;FJ=�IA9KA@JJ=�;B:�LD@�J@A?EV@J�EBIF;V@�L9�JHII9AL�LD@EA�KA9MLD=v�J;E:�G;P9AEL<�Q@;:@A�SHET�dbXlJJ@mnoH:J9BeR�vp<�IA9?E:EBK�I;A@BLJMELD�EBU9AW;LE9B�EB�;:?;BV@�9U�;B�tlC�W@@LEBK=�LD@<�V;B�V9W@�N@LL@A�IA@I;A@:�L9�@BK;K@=�;J̀
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