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APPROVED~.£wsu~~:.~.{..~ 

[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 1277 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MAY 15, 1980 

By Senators VREELAND, DORSEY, KENNEDY, GRAVES, 

BEDELL, GAGLIANO, CAFIERO and FORAN 

Referred to Committee OIl Law, Public Safety and Defense 

AN ACT concerning police reports of motor vehicle accidents and 

amending R. S. 39 :4-131. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 39 :4-131 is amended to read as follows: 

2 39 :4-131. The division shall prepare and supply to police de­

3 partments and other suitable agencies, forms for accident reports 

4 calling for sufficiently detailed information with reference to a 

5 motor vehicle accident, including the cause, the conditions then 

6 existing, the persons and vehicles involved and such information 

7 as the director may require. 

8 Every law enforcement officer who investigates a vehicle accident 

9 of which report must be made as required in this Title, or who 

10 otherwise prepares a written report as a result of an accident or 

11 thereafter by interviewing the participants or witnesses, shall for­

12 ward a written report of such accident to the division, on forms 

13 furnished by it, within 5 days after his investigation of the accident. 

14 Such written reports required to be forwarded by law enforce­

15 ment officers and the information contained therein shall not be 

16 privileged or held confidential. Every citizen of this State shall 

17 have the right, during regular business hours and under super­

18 vision, to inspect and copy such reports and shall also have the 

19 right*[, in person,]* *'~in person*"" to purchase copies of the reports 

20 at the *same* fee established by section *[2 of P. L. 1963, c. 73 

21 (C. 47 :1A-2). If copies of reports are requested other than in 

22 person, an additional fee of up to $5.00 rnay be added to cover 

23 administrative costs.]'" U[*1 of P. L. 1952, c. 117 (C. 53 :2-3)*]*'* 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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23A **2 of P. L. 1963, c. 73 (C. 47:1A-2). If copies of reports are ru­


23n quested other than in person, an additional fee of up to $5.00 for
 

23c the first three pages and $1.00 per page thereafter may be added
 

23D to cover the administrative costs of the report*".
 

24 "'The provisions of any other law or regulation to the contrary
 

25 notwithstanding, reports obtained pursuant to this act shall not be
 

26 subject to confidentiality 'reqnire'ments except as provided by sec­


27 tion 28 of P. L. 1960, c. 52 (C. 2A:84A-28).*
 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1277 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]
 

with Assemhly committf'fl amendments
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVEMBER 24, 1980 

This bill, as amended, authorizes the imposition of an additional fee 

for copies of police reports when they are requested other than in 

person. The hill was amended in committee to set the cost of police 

reports at up to $5.00 for the first three pages and $1.00 per page there­

after. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1277 
with Senate committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JUNE 23, 1980 

This bill authorizes the imposition of an additional fee for copies of 

police reports when they are requested other than in person. The bill 

was amended in committee at the recommendation of the Attorney 

General's Office to refer to the operative section for copies of reports 

from the State Police and would mean that a $10.00 fee would be charged 

for such reports. 
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