


SENATE, No. 274

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCF.D MARCH 22, 1948

By Mr. HESS

Referred 10 Committee 011 Pllblic Snfety

AN ACT to pro\'ide the precllutions to be taken ill the proximity of hig-h-vollnj(e

lilies for the prevelltion of accidents: to make provisions for tbo admill­

istration and enforcement theroof by the Commissioner of Labor nlltl to 1)1"1'­

scribe penalties for violn tions t.hereof.

fh: IT E:ocn:n by III<' SClla11' alld GC'lIcral Assc/llbly of Ihe Sial,' of 1I ('II

2 Jc'''sPY:

1 1. Defini tion~. For Ihe pllrro~e of this act.:

2 a. "Commissioner" ~hallmcan Ihe ('ommi~siol.lerof Labor or lilly of his

3 authorized rcpresentativcs.

4 h. "Departmcllt" shall menll Iho D parlmellt of Lahor, 01' the Di\·isi•. 11

5 of f~lI;dllct'l'illg and Rafely of tho dl·pnrtment.

6 c. "Approved" shall m01l1l approved hy thl' conllllissiolll'l'.

7 d. "High-voltng-e" shnll IIll'all n voltng-o ill exepss 01' sevPII hlllldrl'd lift),

8 volt. bet.weell eonduclor~ or I'rom allY cOlldllctor to gTOIIIUi.

9 e. "Overhend lilies" ~hall III('nll all bnre or illslllnted rll'etril'nl 1'011·

10 duetors illstalled nho\'c groulld, l'xI'I'ptillg thoso l'ondllctors Ihat. nrl' l'1Il'lo~rd

1] in IIpproveti metal co\·crillg.

:!. OI'II('1'nl pr(J\·isioll~. :\0 pl'rSOIl, firm, or corpnl'l1lion, or 1Ig'('1I1 of snlllP,

2 shall require or pel'lllit nil)' t'lIlplo)'l'o to porform nny 1'1I11l'lioll ill Jll'uxilllity

:l t.o high-voltng'e lines; to elltl'r IIpUII nllY lalld, lllliidill', or ollll'r pI' 'misl's

4 and t.ber· t.o CIt 'ng' ill allY cxca\'lll iOIl, d molilioll, C')II~t.ruclioll, rcpnir 01'
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5 other operation; or to erect, install, operate or store in or upon such prem­

6 ises any tools, machinery, equipment, materials, or structures, including

7 house moving, well drilling, pile driving or hoisting equipment, uuless and

8 until dallger from accidental contact with said high-voltage lines has been

9 effectively guarded against in the manner hereinafter prescribed.

1 3. Clearance or safeguards required. The operation, erection or trans-

2 portation of any tools, machinery, or equipment, or any part thereof capable

3 of vertical, lateral, or swinging motion, the lJandling, transportation or

4 storage of any supplics, mnterials or apparatus, or the moving of any house

5 or othcr building, or any pnrt tbereof, under, over, by or near high-voltage

6 Jines, is hereby expressly prohibited, if at any time during such operation,

7 transportntion or other manipnlation it is possible to bring such equipment,

8 tools, materials, building or any pnrt thereof within six feet of such hi~h-

9 voltllge lincs, except where such high-voltage lines nave been effectively

10 gUlll'ded against danger from accidental contact, by either:

11 (1) The erection of mechanical barriers to prevent physical contact

12 with high-voltage condnctors; or

13 (2) De-energizing the high-voltage conductors and grounding wbere nec-

14 e sary.

If1 Only in tbe ca e of either such exception may the si.x foot clcllrnncc re­

16 qnired be reduced. The required six foot clea.:ance shall not be provided

17 by movement of the conductors through strains impressed, by attachments

18 0\' otherwise, upon tho 'tructnrcs Rupporting tbe high-voltage line 1101' upon

19 any qUiplllOllt, fixtures or attachmonts thereon.

20 If tomporary J'elocntion of the high-voltage conductorlS is necessary ap­

21 proprinto nrrungements shnll be mnde with the ownor or operator of 1110

22 overhead lin for such t IIlporllry relocation.

4. \Varnin<r sign requir d. The owner, ageut, or elUployer re pon-ible

2 for the op rations of equipment, hnll post and maintain in plain view of tile

3 op I'lltor on euch erune, d ni 'k, powor- hovel, drilling-rig, hay-loader, hay­

4 stack 1', pi! -driver, or similar uppuratus, any part of whieh is capable of
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5 vertical. Intel'lll or ,winging motion, an nppl'oved dnrnble wnrning sign legi­

6 ble nt twel,e feet rending, "Unlnwful to opernte tJlis equipment witllin ~ix

7 feet of high-voltage lines."

1 5. NotitiOlltion to power compnny nnd responsibility for ~nfegllnrels.

2 When nny operntions arc to be performed, tools or materinls nrc to be lumdled,

3 or equipment is to be moved or ope rnteel. within six feet of nn~' hi~h-\'(lItI1g'1'

4 line, the person 01' persons responsible for the work to bo elone, shall promptly

5 notify the opernt01' of the higl1-\'oltnge line of the work to be performed anel

6 such person 8hnll be responsibll' fOl' the completion of thl' ~l1fety meI1S1l1"e.,

7 which nrc required by sl'ctions two nnel three of this net, before proceeding

8 with nny work which would impnir the aforesaid elenrnnce.

1 6. Enforcement. The commissioner shall nelmiJli~tel' nml onfo1''3o the

2 provision of this act and he is hereby empo\\'ered to prescribe anel pl'omnl­

3 gnte rules and regulations consistent herewith.

7. Violat ions luntle mistll'nll';11I01'. : pnni~hment. ~"n~T pel'~O I. linn. eor­

2 pOl'ntion 01' agent of the snme: who fnils to eomply wit.h 01' who \'iolatl's any

3 of the provisions of thi nct- shall be g'nilty of n misdemeanor I11l1lnpon con­

4 viction thereof ~hllll be linble to a fine of not. le~s t.hnn twenty-fi\'e (lollal's

5 ($25.00) nor more than one thousnnd dollars ($1,000.00), 01' imprisonment.

6 not exceeding one year, 01' hoth, in thl' discretion of t.he conrt. All fines rol­

7 lected ~hall be deliverell to thl' Rtatl' Treasnrer for the gen I' I'll I ns(' of thl'

8 State.

1 8. Exceptions. This act shall not be constrnl'da~ applying' to, shnl! not

2 npply to, and is not intended to apply to, tile constrnction, rl'l'onst 1'lwl ion,

3 oremtions, and nlllinlennnce of o\'erhearl plectricn! condnctors and thl'i,' snl'­

4 porting ~trnet.nrcs nml nSHoeintl'd cfluipnlent by anlhoriz d and qllnliL'd

5 cleclrical workers; nor to the authorized lind f1ualifietll'n1l'loye Hof 1I11~' 1'1'1'

6 on, firm, 01' corporlltion cngagl·d in th constrnction, I' 'eon, trlletioll, 01'('1'11­

7 tion, lind n1ailitennnce of OVl'rhl'lId (,Ie tri '/II il'l'l!ifs 01' cOlldlletorH IIl1d tlu'ir

supportill!{ strlletures aud IlHsoeiat"d f1uipm nt of nail trnllH)lortntion RyH­

9 telllR, 01' cle ,tl'ielll g,'lIpratillg', trllllsrnission, distributioll, a IIII COIllIll II II il'll tioll
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5 other operation; or to erect, install, operate or store in or upon such prem­

6 ises any tools, machinery, equipment, materials, or structures, including

7 house movinO', well drilling, pile driving or hoisting equipment, unless and

8 until danger from accidental contact with said high-voltage lines has been

9 effectively guarded against in the manner hereinafter prescribed.

1 3. Clearance or safeguards required. The operation, erection or trans­

2 portation of any tools, machinery, or equipment, or any part thereof capable

3 of vertical, lateral, or swinging motion, the handling, transportation or

4 storage of any supplies, materinls or apparatus, or the moving of any house

5 or other builfling, or any ptll't thereof, under, over, by or near high-voltage

6 lines, is hereby expressly prohibited, if at any time during such operation,

7 transportation or other manipulation it is possible to bring such equipment,

8 tools, materials, building or any part thereof within six feet of such high-

9 voltage lines, except wJlere such 11igh-voltage lines have been effectively

10 guarded a 'aillRt danger from accidental contact, by either:

11 (1) The erection of mechanical barriers to prevent physical contact

12 with high-voltage conductors; or

13 (2) Dc-energizing the high-voltnge conductors and groundinO' where nec-

14 essary.

15 Only in the case of either such exception may the sLx foot clearance re­

16 quired be reduced, 'l'he required six foot cleal"ance shall not be provided

17 by movement of the conductors through strains impressed, by attachments

18 or otherwise, upon the structures Rupportillg the high-voltage Jine llor upon

19 uny eqnipmeut, fixtures or attaelllllCnts thereou.

20 If temporary relocation 01' the high-voltage conductors is necessary ap­

21 propriate urr!lngements shall be made with the ownel' 01' operatOl' of the

22 overlwad liae for such 'emponlry relocation,

4. 'Vurning sign I' quired. 'l'he owner, agellt, or employer responsible

2 for t.h opemtions of equipment, shall post and maintnin in plain view of tho

3 op I'ator on oach rano, derrick, power- hovel, drilling-rig, hny-Iond 1', hay­

4 sta kar, pile·driver, 01' similar appuratus, any part of whiou i cllpahlo of
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5 vertical. lateral or win~rin~ motion, an approved dnrable warning si~n legi­

6 ble at twelve feet reading-, "Unlnwful to operate this equipment within six

7 feet of high-,oltag-e lines."

1 5. Notification to power company nnd responsibility for gafegllar<'ls.

2 'When any operations arc to be performed. tools or ll1nterialg arc to be handled.

3 or equipment is to be moved or opl'rat('(~. within gix fl,,,t of nn~' hig-h-\'nlfag-('

4 line, the person or persons responsible for the work to be <'lone. shall promptly

5 notify t.he operator of the hig-h-\'oltag-e line of the w(lJ'k to be p('rformerl nn<'l

6 such person shall be responsibll' for thl' completion of thl' snfl't~r mensltl'l'S,

7 which nrc required by sl'ctions two I1n<'l tlll'ee of t.his al't, before prol'el'<'Iing­

8 with any work which would impair t.he nforesnid cll'aranC(\.

1 6. Enforcement, Thc commissioner sbnll arlmillisfe,' amI enforce the

2 provisions of this nct nn<'l hc is hl'reby empowere<'l to prescribc nn<'l prol11l1l­

3 gnte rules alld regulatiolls rOll~istent herewith.

7. Violation!' 1111ltl<' l11i~.ll'llIl'a1l0rs; puuishmell1. An~' pl'rsou, firl11. ror­

2 porat.iou 01' 'lgcnt of the sl1me: who fnils to cOl11ply wit.1t 01' who \'iolates any

3 of the provisions of this nct i<hnll he g-uilt.y of n misdel11elltlor nlHllIpon ('on­

4- \7iction thereof. hnll be linhle to a fine of 1101. lcss t.hnn twcnt~'-fi\'e (]ollnr~

5 ($25.00) nor more thl1n one thonsnud dollnrs ($1,000.00), 01' impri.onlllent

6 not exceeding- one yenr, or bot.h, ill the discretion of thl' cOllrt. AII fil1l'~ ('01­

7 ]ected shall he <'Ieli\'ere,l to the ::italr Trensltl'l'r fur tltl' '('nl'l'IIl nsl' of tltl'

8 Stnte,

1 8. Except.ions. 'l'his art. ~ltnll not. he (,ollstrnrd ;IS npplyillg' t.n. !'ltnll nnt

2 apply t.o, nnd is 1I0t. i1l1enoed to npply t.o, t.ho COll~t.rnotion, rl'('on~trl1l'tiol1.

3 opern lions, nml lila int ella lice of overll('nd rlect.ricnl l'olldlwtorH nlid thl'i I' HUp­

4- port.ing' st.rnctllre~ alHl aHsol'intL'd I'quiplllOllt. by 1I11thoriz t! nlld 'pllllinl'd

5 eloctricnl workers: 1101' to Ihe l1ut.horized I1l1d qnaiifil-d rlllplo)'cl's of 1l\1~' pl' 1'­

6 son, firm. or corporlllioll ellgong'l-d in t.ho onst.nil'tioll, rel'olls(rnl'tioll. 0I'I'l'II­

7 t.ion, nnd mninlellnllcc "I' ol'NIII'lltl rle trienl Cirl'lIitH or cOII,ltll'tor~ IIlId tl,,'il'

support.ill~ Rt.l'lIdllreS IIlId IIssol'ill!l'd equipment. (,f l'lIil t.rallH(llIrtntillll sys­

9 lems, or lectriclIl gCIIl'ratillg', trlln~rnissioll, distributioll, 1111.1 ('Ollllllllllil'lItioll
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10 systems. This exception when applied to railway systems, shall bl3 construed

11 as permitting operation of standard rail equipment, which is normally used

12 in the transportation of freight or passengers or both and the operation of

13 relief trains, or other equipment in emergencies, at a distance of less than six

14 feet from any high-voltage conductor; but this act shall be construed as pro­

15 bibiting normal repail' or construction operations at a distance of less t.han SL;:

16 feet from any high-voltage conductor by othe!' than properly qualified and

17 authorized persons or employees under the direct supervision of an author­

H; i;.:ed person WllO is familial' with the hazards involved, unless there has been

19 compliance with the safety provisions of sections two, three, four and five

20 hereof.

1 9. In case any provision of this act shall be adjudged unconstitutional

2 or void for any reason, such adjudication shall not affect any of the other

3 provisions of this act.

1 10. This act shall take effect immediately.



[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 274

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODl CF.D MARCH 22, 194

By l\lr. HESS

Referred to Committee on Puhlic Snfety

AN ACT to provide the precnution~ to he blken in the proximity of high-voltilg'e

lines for the prevention of nccidcn t~: to mnke provisions for tho IHllllin­

istration and enforcement thereof hy the Commissioner of Lnbor lind 10 pre­

scribe penalties for violntions thereof.

BE IT EKACTEn Ii.'! Ihl' .'1,'1101,' olld GCI/eraf Assl'lI/lJI./1 of Ihe g,o',' of IV"/II

2 Jel'sey:

1 1. Definitions. For the purpose of tbis nct:

2 a. "Commissioner" shllll,Hellll Ih Commissioner of Lllbor or IIny of hi~

3 authorized representnl il·es.

4 b. "l)epnrtment" shllll llIelln the Depnrtment of Lnbor, or the Division

:) of Engineering and Rllfety of the dl'pnrtment..

6 c. "Approved" shall llIelln IIpproved by tile commissioner.

7 d. "High-voltl1g'c" ~hllll nH'l1n n voltnge in excess of ~uv,'u hUlldl'l'd fifty

8 volts betwcen conductors 01' frolll IIny conductor to ground.

9 e. "Overhepu litH'S" shllll llIellll all bllre 01' insulated elecfril'al l'un-

10 ductors instlllled nbove ground, excepting those eondu~,tors thut aI'(' ,'nl'loscd

11 in npproveu llIetal covering.

:!. 0,'11"1'1\1 prol·isions. ~o pnson, firm, 01' eorpol'lltion, 01' ag"lIt of' SlInll',

2 shall require or pcrmit lin)' "lIlplo)"'" to perform nny functioll ill pruximity

:.l to high-voltug'c lill(,g; :<. "II!,'r 111'011 lilly lund, Imiidilll-:, 01' otllt'r pr"llIi~t,g

4 um.! thcre to ,'Hgllg" ill 1111)' ,'x,'al'aliua, d"lliolilioll, l"I/I~lllll'lioll, l'l'l'"it, or
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·1

5 other operation; or to erect, in tall, operate or store in 01' upon uch prem-

6 iscs any tools, machinery, equipment, materials, 01' structures, including

7 house movi:lg, well drilling, pile driving 01' hoisting equipment, unless and

8 unlil danger from accidental contact with said high-voltage lines ha been

9 effectively guarded against in tbe manner hereinafter prescribed.

1 3. Clearance 01' safeguards required. The opcration, erection 01' trans-

2 portlltion of any tools, machinery, or equipment, or any part tbereof capable

3 of vertical, lateral, 01' swinging 1lI0tion, the handling, transportation 01'

4 storage of any supplies, matcrials or appnratus, or the moving of any house

5 or other building, 01' IIny par·t thcreof, undcr, ovcr, by 01' near high-voltage

6 lines, is hcreby exprcssly prohibited, if at any time durin'" such operation,

7 transportation or other manipulation it is possible to bring such equipment,

8 tools, materials, building 01' l1I,y part thereof within six feet of' such higlI-

9 voltage line, except wberc sucb bi O'h-voltage lines have been effectively

10 guarded again. t danger from accidental contact, by either:

11 (1) The ercction of mechanical balTiers to preve;lt phy ical contact

12 with high-voltage conductor ; 01'

13 (2) Dc-energizing thc high-voltage conductors and grounding where nec-

14 e sary.

15 Only in the case of cithcr . uch cxccption may the ix foot cl('arancc 1'0-

16 qui red bc rcduccd. 'rhc rcquircd six foot clcarancc hall not bc providcd

17 by movemcnt of thc cOlllluctors through strains imprcsscd, by attachments

18 or othcrwisc, upon thc structurcs 'upporting thc lligb-voltagc line nor upon

19 any equipmcnt, fixturcs 01' IIttaclllncnts thcrcon.

If temporary rolOClltion or thc hil!h-voltage conductors ,'s
~ necessary a p-

21 propriate fllTAngemcnts shllll b lIlade with thc owncr 01' opcrator' of the

22 ovcrbeau linc 1'01' such telllporary relOCAtion.

1 4. "Tumin' sign required. 'l'hc owncr, Agent, 01' employcr respon iblc

:! 01' th, 0 I'l'ation- or "'1 ni \nkn:, "1:111110 t 'II'.' Ill' inl'lill '111 II' . ,.,
• ••• " J ilill \ 1,'\' O. ill'

:1 01'1'1'11101' 011 ":lth ('1':111" • .I"lTi,''', l"I\I'cr-~ho\'('1 drilli,w-I'i,,' h.. I I I
' el ..... , ,I~ ~ onc t'l. lil.'".

4 slll'ker, pile-driver, 01' ~irnil:ll' app:Hatll~ anI' I'art of 11'11,',,1, . II'
, • .... J~ l"II"1 • I' 01



:1

5 \'I'dic,,!. lateral or ~winging lllotion, fll1llpproYed dnrable wnrnin!!, si~n ]e!!,i­

6 ble at tweh-e feet reading-. "T nlawful to opernte this equipment within six

7 feet of high.Yoltn~e lineR,"

1 5, Notification to po\\'cr COlllJlany and responRibility for safc,l::n:mk

2 "hen lllly operations arc to he performed. tools 01' matC'rials 1I1'C' to he handlen.

3 01' cquipmer.~ i to bC' 1110\'cd or Opl' l'lltl'd. within ~ix fl'P! of llll~' hig-h'\'ollnl-!('

4 line, the person 01' pel' ons responsihlC' for the work to be c!onC'. shall promptl~·

5 notify the operator of the high-Yollng-e line of the worl, to 1)(' I"'rfnrlllcd and

6 such pcrson shall be re ponsihle for the completion of the snfety I11l'asnrC'~.

7 which arc reqnired by seclions t.\\'o n nd threo of this nct, before procC'('(]ing'

S with Iln)' work which wonll] illlpnir the aforesaid cleal'llllce.

1 6. Enforcement. The cOl11l11i~siollor shnll alhninistl'I' nlld l'nfOl'('l' tlh'

2 provisions of this act alld he is bl'rl'by empo\\'erel] to prl'Rcrihe 1II1ll 1'1'0111111­

3 gate rule and reg'ulatiolls conRistC'nt herewith.

7. Violntioll~ 1I111l]l" llli~dl'lIlenllors; puniRllll1ent. AII~' perROII, lil'lll. eor­

2 porlltion 01' ngellt of the Ral11e: who fails to eOl11ply with or who \'iolntl'~ nll~'

3 of the pro\'isions of this net ~hnll be g-nilty of n misdl"l11C'nllor nlld 111'011 1'011,

4 viclion thereof Rhall he linble to n lille of 1101' leRs !hnll lwl'llt~'-fi\'(' dollnr~

5 ($25,00) 1101' more thnll olle t.hollslllld dollllrs ($1,000.00), or illlpr,sollllll'liI

6 1I0t exceedillg' olle ~'('fl r. or hot h, ill t hl' diRcret iOIl of the Cl'lI rt. AII lilli'S ('01­

7 lected . hall he 11l"liver1'd to thO' Stat<' Trensnrl'l' for thl' /-:"C'lIr1'l1l IISl' of till'

8 Stllte.

8. F.xceptiolls. ,(,hi", nct shnll 1I0t be l'ollstrlll'd liS npl'lyillg' to, shnll 1I0t

2 apply t.o, and i8 1I0t illtC'lllll'd to IIPl'ly to, thr COllstrlll·tioll, l'l'I'OIIStl'lll'lioll,

3 operatiolls, 111101 IIlnilltC'IIIIIII'l' of O\'l'rhl"nd l'1l"ctril'nl l'Olldlll'lors nlld tlh'ir ~IIP­

4 pOI·tillg 8trllcll1rl"8 alld :,~sol'illird N)uiplllOllt h.\' nllthorizl'd :11111 ,plnlifil'd

fi eleetrienl \\'or"l'r~; 1101' t.o thr Hllthol'ized nlld '1l1Hlilh,d I'JlIl'lo~"'l'S of HII.'· 1"'1'

6 SOil, fi I'm, or CO I'pO I'll t iOIl l'lIgll~"" ill thl' cOllsll'Ill'l iOIl, 1'l'1""1811'IIl'1 iOIl. 01'" I'll

I li"'I. :llld JlI:1illt"Il:III"" of ()\'rl'hrlld rl('elril'lIl ('in'lIils 01' l'nlldlll'tor- :11111 Ih"il

.... :--III IPP1tlll:..!. stlIH·tUI'(·~ :llId :I''''''tWi;lIl,d l'fjilipllll'lIl III' 1':11111;111 11011.11 "I

!' t l III"', til' I·!l-t'tril':ll L:"l'IIl·I.dill". 11':111 III;..::--ioll, di ... !rililtliqll. :I lid I 111111111111 Ii' 111,111
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10 systems. This exception when applied to railway systems, shall be construed

11 as permitting operation of standard rail equipment, which is normally used

12 in tIle transportation of freigbt or passengers or both and the operation of

13 relief trains, or otber equipment in emergencies, at a distance of less than six

14 feet from anJ bigb-voltage conductor; but this act shall be construed as pro­

15 hibitinb "ormal repair or construction operntions Ilt Il distllnce of less thlln six

16 feet from any bigb-voltage conductor by other tban properly qualified and

17 authorized persons or employees under the direct supervision of an author­

18 ized perRon who iR familiar with the hllzards involved, unless there has been

19 compliance with the safety provisions of sections two, three, four and five

20 hereof.

1 9. In Cll.se any provision of tbi s act shall be adjudged unconstitutional

2 or void for any reason, ucb adjudication shall not affect any of the other

3 provisions of tbis act.

1 10. Tills act sball take effect immediately.
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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE A~rb~:-\nME~TS 'fO

SENATE, No. 274

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOP'I'ED A PRl L :W, HI-tS

Amcnd: Pagc 3, scction 4, linc 3: Aftcr " h~' lidding' ·'/I,.OI,id('d, 11,0//,('/'"",

that this I'cquil'cmcnt shnllno! npply to l'1lihl-ay l'\]niplllcnt ol'f'l'IIting" on l'IIilwlI)'

right of way in I'clation to high voltagc condnctol'~of ~1H'h nlilw:I~' s)'stcllllltulcr

conditiolls for which cxcmption is grnntcd nndcr scction tl of this IICI."

Amcnd: Pagc 4, scct.ion S, linc 13: Aftl'l' l'lIlcrg'cncil's, by adding' "01' inlllllin­

t.cna ncc of way scrvice,"

Ampnd: Pngp 4, ~pctinn 8, linc 14: Aftcr condnctol', by Iullling' "01' snch 'nil­

wny systcm;"



[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 274

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTROCT CED [AR,CH 22, 19-18

By Mr. HESS

Referred to Commit.tee on Public Snfety

AN AOT to provide the preenutions to be taken in the proximity of high-voltng

lines for the prevention of accidents j to make provisions for the ndmin­

istration and enforcement thereof by the Commi ioner of Labor nnd to pre­

scribe penalties for violations the,'eof.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senalr and Genera1 Assembly of the Stnte of Nf'1U

2 .Jersey:

1 1. Definitions. For the purposc of this act:

a. "Commissioner" shall mean the Commi sioner of Lnbor or un)' of his

3 authorized representatives.

4 b. "Department" shall mean the Department of Labor, 01' tho Divi iOll

5 of Engineering and Safety of thc department.

6 c. "Approved" shall mean npproved by the commis ioncr.

7 d. "High-voltage" shall mean a voltage in exeo~s of s v n hundrod fifty

8 volts between conductors or from any conductor to ground,

9 e. "Overhead lines" shall lIlean all bare or in ulated el chicul con-

10 ductors installed above ground, cxccpting those conductor's that ar nolo d

11 in approved metal covering.

1 2. Geneml provision. No p rSOIl, firm, or corporation, 01' ag nt of saID ,

2 shall require or permit allY mployee to p rform Bny function in proximity

3 to high-voltage lines j to ent I' upon acy land, buildin -, or OUI I' pI' mis 8

4 and there to engage in any xCllvatioll, d molitioll, con tructioll, ropair or



5 other operation; or to erect, install, operate or store in or upon such prem­

6 ises any tools, machinery, equipment, m!lterials, or structures, including

7 house moving, well drilling, pile driving or hoisting equipment, unless and

8 until danger from accidental contact with said high-voltage lines has been

9 effectively guarded against in the manner hereinafter prescribed.

1 3. Clearance or safeguards required. The operation, erection or trans­

2 portation of any tools, machinery, or equipment, or any part thereof capable

3 of vertical, lateral, or swinging motion, the handling, trailsportation or

4 storage of any supplies,. materials or apparatus, or the moving of any house

5 or other building, or any part thereof, under, over, by or near high-voltage

6 lines, is hereby expressly prohibited, if at any time during such operation,

7 trausportation or other manipulation it is possible to bring such equipment,

8 tools, materials, building or any part thereof within six feet of such high­

9 voltage lines, except where such high-voltage lines have been effectively

10 guarded against danger from accidental contact, by either:

11 (I) The erection of mechanical barriors to prevent iJLy:>icul contact

12 with high-voltage conductors; or

13 (2) De-energizing the high-voltnge conductors and grounding where nec-

14 essary.

15 Only in the case of either such exception may the sbc foot clearance re­

16 qui red be reduced. The required six foot clearance shall not be provided

17 by movement of the conductors through strains impressed, by attachments

18 or otherwise, upon the structures supporting the high-voltage line nor upon

19 Ilny equipment, f1XtUl'~S 01' uttllclnllen ts thereon.

20 If temporary relocation of the high-voltage conductors is necessary ap­

21 propriute arrangements shall be made with the owner 01' operator of the

22 overhead line for such ternpol'Rry relocation.

1 4. Warning sign r quir d. 'l'he owner, agent, 01' employer responsible

2 for th operations of quipment, hall post and maint.ain in (llain vi w of the

3 opemtor on each el'8ne, derrick, power-shovel, drilling-rig, hay-load r, hay­

4 stacker, pile-driver, or builar apparatus, any part of which i capable of



=

3

5 vertical, lateral or swinging motion, an approved durable warning sign legi­

6 ble at twelve feet reading, "Unlawful to operate this equipment within six

7 feet of high-voltage lines" j prov'ided, h01V(,'L'(~r, that tJlis requirement sl\11l1

8 not apply to rnilwny equipment oTJ('rnting on railway right of way in rell\­

9 tion to high voltage conduet.ol·s of snch milwn)" system nnder conditions fur

10 which exemption is granted under section eight of this act.

1 5. Notification to power eompnny aud responsibility for safeguards.

2 When any operations are to be performed, tools or mnterials nrc to be handled,

3 or equipment is to be moved 01' ope mted, within six feet of any hig-h-voltnge

4 line, the person or persons responsible for the work to be doue, shall promptly

5 notify the operator of the high-voltage line of the work to be performed and

6 such person shall be responsible for the completion of the safety measures,

7 which are reqnired by sections two and three of this nct, before praceeding

8 with any work which wonlo impair the aforesaid clea.rance.

1 6. Enforcement. The commissioner shall administer nnd enforce tho

2 provisions of this act and he is herehy empowered to prescribe llid promul­

3 gate rules and regulations consistent herewith.

1 7. Violations, mademisdel1leanors; punishment. Any person, firm, cor­

2 poration or agent of the same; who fails to comply with or who viulateR any

3 of the provisions of this nct shall be guilty of n misdemeanor nnd npon con­

4 viction thereof shall be liable to a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars

5 ($25.00) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisonmont

6 110t exceeding :me year, or both, in the discretion of the conrt. All fines col­

7 lected shall be delivered to the State Treasurer fOI' the gene 1'111 nse of the

8 State.

1 8. Exceptions. This nct shnll not be ccnstrued ns applyinK 10, shall not

2 apply to, and is not intended to appl y to, the constrnclion, reconstrnotion,

3 operations, and maintenance of overhead electrical conduclors nnd lht'ir SI1P­

4: porting structures und associated equipment by lluthorized IIml qnalified

5 electrical workcrs j nor to the authorized and qUlllifi d employees of any p r­

6 SOil, firm, or corporation engaged in the construction, recunstru 'lion, 0P0I'II-



4:

7 tion, and maintenance of overhead electrical circuits or conductors and their

8 supporting structures and associated equipment of rail transportation sys­

9 tems, or electrical generating, transmission, distribution, and communication

10 systems. This exception when applied to railway systems, shall be construed

11 as permitting operation of standard rail equipment, which is normally used

12 in the transportation of freight or passengers or both and the operation of

13 relief trains, or otber equipment in emergencies, 01' in maintenance of way

1.4 service, at a distance of less than six feet from any higll-voltage conductor

14Y2 of such railway system; but this act shall be construed as prohibit­

15 ing normal repair or construction operations at a distance of less than six

16 feet from any high-voltage conductor by other than properly qualified and

17 authorized persons or employees under the direct supervision of an author­

18 ized person who is familiar with the hazards involved, unless there has been

19 compliance with the safety provisions of sections two, three, four and five

20 hereof.

1 9. In case any provision of this act shall be adjudged unconstitutional

2 or void for any reason, such adjudication shall not affect any of the other

3 provisions of this al,t.

1 10. This ll,Ct shall take effect immediately.
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