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The purpose of this bill is to clarify tue ,Yording in tue present law whieh

. prohibits corporal punish!IlenHnNew Jersey schools. This bilJ wouhl add to the
! . . '_: J .....:.,•. 1 ~ : • ;.~' '.

!'1av:' speclfi~ ~i'CLt~oilabl~"'and a:ppi'~priate t,s tei)s tlm f c:ocild be taken byteaclJ8 rs tci

control pupils. These steps do not consti tute co I'poral punishment.

This bill <1ocs not peTmitcorpo~'alpuriishment, blit authorizes use of reason-

able au.] apPl'l?pl'iate force for the following: pUlposes: (1) to guide or direct tue
, ::. . , . "

movement of ue:fiantpupils, (2) to restrain unndy pupils, (3) to quell D. disturb-

anee, (4) to obtain possession of weapons or otllot' dangerous objects, (5) for the

purpose of self-defense and (6) for the pl'otl.;cti(,n of pNsonSt)l' property. SuclL

:tdiOIl::i by ~cllOOI ernployeetl if used reasoIlJ.ol} do HOt. constitute corporal pun-
• :. I! . .'

i~:hment under the present law.

\
It is dl'si mole to clarify the present law so 1hat pupils, pal'Cllts awl tcadwl's

i,lIo\\"' what reasonable and approprlate force may be legally used to re::-;truin un-

/ 7-22-1
ruly conduct and to protect persons and property.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 668

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED APRIL 20, 1964

By Assemblymen COLLINS, KEEGAN, HAUSER, McDONOUGH,

McDERMOTT, LA CORTE and DICKEY

Referred to Committee on Education

AN ACT concerning education, and amending section 18 :19-1 of the

Revised Statutes.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New

2 Jersey:

1 1. Section 18 :19-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

2 18 :19-1. No person employed or engaged in a school or educational in-

3 stitution, whether public or private, shall inflict or cause to be inflicted corpo-

4 ral punishment upon a pupil attending such school or institution; but any such

5 person may, within the scop,e of his employment, use and apply such amount

6 of force as is reasonable and )"ecessary (1) • [to guide or direct the movement

7 of defiant pupils, (2) to restrain unruly pupils, (3)]· to quell a disturb-

8 ance· [, (4)]· ·threatening physical injury to others, (2)· to obtain possession

9 of weapons or other dangerous objects· [, (5)]· ·upon the person or within

10 the control of a pupil, (3r for the purpose of self-defense and ·[(6)]·

11 • (4r for the protection of persons or property •and such acts or any of

12 them shall not be construed to constitute corporal punishment within the

13 meaning and intendment of this section"'. Every resolution, by-law, rule,

14 ordinance, or other act or authority permitting or authorizing corporal

15 punishment to be inflicted upon a pupil atte:q.ding a school or educational in­

16 stitution shall be void.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

ExPLANA.T10N-Matter endoeed in bold.faeed bracketa [thna] in the above bill ia not enacted
and i. intended to be omitted in the law.
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6 of force as is reasonable and necessary (1) to guide or direct the movement of

7 defiant pupils, (2) to restrain unruly pupils, (3) to quell a disturbance, (4) to

8 obtain possession of weapons or other dangerous objects, (5) for the purpose
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10 lution, by-law, rule, ordinance, or other act or authority permitting or author-

11 izing corporal punishment to be inflicted upon a pupil attending a school or

12 educational institution shall be void.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATEMENT. ,

The purpose of this bill is to clarify the wording in the present law which

prohibits corporal puniehmentJin-New J:er~ey schools. This bill would add to the: .
) i.. ;" ".,.,/' '. \_::

'iawspeci1ie'i'easonable and app~op'riate:osteps that' could be 'faken by'teachers 't6~'

control pupils. These steps do not constitute corporal punishment.

This bill does not permit corporal punishment, brlt authorizes use of reason-

able and approp,riate fqrce for the following purposes: (1) to guide or direct the

movement of defiant pupil~, (2) to restrain unruly pupils, (3) to quell a disturb­

ance, (4) to obtain possession of weapons or other dangerous objects, (5) for the

purpose of self-defens~and (6) for the protection of persons or property. Such

actions by school employees if used reasonably do not constitute corporal pun-
, . , .. .

ishment under the present law.

It is desirable to clarify the present law so that pupils, parents and teachers

know what reasonable and appropriate force may be legally used to restrain un-

ruly conduct and to protect persons and property.



SENATE AMENDMENTS TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 668

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MAY 18, 1964

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 6 and 7, after "(1)", delete "to guide or

direct the movement of defiant pupils, (2) to restrain unruly pupils, (3)".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 7, after" disturbance", delete ", (4)", and

insert "threatening physical injury to others, (2)".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 8, after "dangerous objects", delete ", (5)",

and insert "upon the person or within the control of a pupil, (3)".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 9, delete "(6)", and insert in lieu thereof

"(4)".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 9, after "persons or property", insert", and

such acts or any of them shall not be construed to constitute corporal punishment

within the meaning and intendment of this section".
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