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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 0? R.S. 2A:3-22 
(i-1unicipal courts - jurisdiction) 

June 8, 1971 

L. 1$95, Chapter 36 - S97 
Feb. 4, 1895 - Introduced by Senator Voorhees. 
No statement on the bill. 
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L. 1898, Chapter 220 - Sl55 

Feb. 14, E8 - Introduced by Sen. Johnson. 
··O 
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" ••• all cases of assault, simple assault and battery, 
petty larceny, and any other crime or offense for which 
·we punishnlent, on conviction, prescribed by law does 
not exceed either a fine of $100 or bpriso~1ent for a 
term of 6 months or both.,. (When committed in areas of 
jurisdiction). 
No statement on t..l-ie bill. -· c:,-
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L. 1930, Chapter 211 - 1 ... 201 '-< 
Introduced Fab. 4, 1330 by Litwin. 
:1ar. 31 Passed in Assembly. 
Apr. 16 - Passed in Senate. 
Apr. 13 - Approved, Chapter 211. 
First mention - 11 0verdrawing bank account and o;::;taining 

money or property under false pretense where amount 
alleged to be taken is not r:tore than $200". 

Bill had statement (enclosed). 
No hearings or reports were located. 

L. 1934, Chapter 162 - Al39 
Introduc~ Pcb. 12, 1934 by Waugh .. 
Apr. 10 - Passedi in ~zsembly. 
?•luy 2 - Passed in Senate • 

. May 7 - Approved, Chapter 162 
" ••• overdraw bank account ••• not 1:1ore than $200." 
:Ho hearings or report3. 
Bill had statement (enclosed. 

~{evision of 1937 - copy of ~;Jt1S 2; 219-33 as enacted in 
1937 enclosed. T!lis law sar:1e ,:i.s L. 1934, Ch. l(j2 
(No change). 
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L. 1948, Chapter 394 - 5416 
Introduced August 30 by Mr. Lewis. 
"Overdraw credit or checking account in violation of 

Sec. 2:134-7, 2:134-18 11
• 

No statement. 
Amend.-uent:apparently :wade by Senate on August 30, 1948. 

(The Senate Journal appears to have omitted this 
action.) 

L. 1949, Chapter 80 - S200 (R.S. 2:8A-38~l} 
Int.reduced March 10 by Van Alystyne. 
Narch 21 - Passed in senate. 
March 31 - Passed in Assembly. 
May 6 - Approved, Chapter 80. 
No change in wording during passage. 
No statement on the bill. 

Revision of 1951 - 2.219-33 revised to 2A:9-16 
h) overdrawing on checking account in violation 

of section: 2.i\:134-17 and 2A:l34-13 of 
Revised Statutes .. (Wording unchanged). 

L. 1957, Chapter 55 - A227 
Introduced Jan. 24 by Barkalow & Beadleston. 
Amended by Assembly Committee. 
Dill had no statement. 

We checked the Report of the New Jersey Suprenie Court• s Hunicipal 
Court Committee, March 1957. It did not mention this statute. 
Nor does the Co:mrai ttee • s report for 1956, or the Judicial Conference 
of i:-iay 1~➔ 57, or New Jersey Nunicipalities for 1957. 

"G. Overdraw credit on checking account • ., 

L. 1965, Chapter 184 - Sl87 (R.S. 2iu8-2.2 et seq.) 
Introduced March 8 by Stout. 
liarch 29 - Passed in Senate. 
?•1ay 17 - Passed in Asse..~ly. 
Dec. 14 - Approved, Chaptar 184. 
''G. Overdrawing credit on checking account in amounts of 

$200 or more. 11 

Bill had no statexaent. 
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Similar bills; 

1965 - A398 (Farrington & 
1967 - A89l (Yesko). 

L. 1966, Chapter 86 - Al85 

- 3 -

2 o~~ers (copy enclosed}. 

Introduced January 31 by Policastro ( & 3 others}. 
"G. overdrawing credit on checking account in amounts 

of $200 or more." 
Hot amended during passage. 
Bill had no state£Uent. 

For background see: 

111\n open letter to the Legislature and the Supreme Court" 
l H.J. State Bar Journal 6 (Fall 1957) (copy enclosed). 
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17 ;,;HI drivi11g an automobile withou: ,i;c coi:~c:11i oi owner; a:1ri other criminal offen:~cs, 

18 tlic penalty ior the violation of wi1ich due~ uot exceed a fine oi ii.vc: lmndrul dollars 

19 ($S00), imprisonment ior a ten~1 not exceeding· one year, CJr lx,th, where any of the 

20 specified crimes are committed within the corporate limits o t the city in which such 

21 court 1s establishecl;\providcd, the person or persons charged with any such crime or 

22 offenses shail, in writing, waive indictment and trial by jury. 

1 2. Section two of the act oi which this act 1s amenclatory be and the same 1s 

2 hereby amended to read as follows : 

3 2. If, on the trial of any complaint or accusation charging any person with 

4 [ simple assault ancl battery, or petty larceny] any of the offenses enumerated in the 

5 preceding section, it shall appear from the evidence that the defendant was guilty of 

6 [atrocious assault and battery, or grand larceny] an offense which said court lacks 

7 the jurisdiction to try, the judge trying such case shall not proceed therewith, but 

8 shall forthwith cause to be entered ~ on his docket] in the records of the court a dis-

9 continuance of said case and forthwith send the complaint taken against the def end-

10 ant, and the names and residences oi the witnesses, to the prosecutor of the pleas 

11 oi the county in which such trial was being had, and hold the defendant to bail in the 

12 same manner as if a complaint hacl been originally taken against said defendant 

13 [ for atrocious assault and battery or grand larceny, as the case may be; and no 

14 fees shall be allowed the judge or clerk of any criminal court m any such case.] 

15 for the offense which said court lacked the jurisdiction to try. 

1 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act, be and 

2 the same are hereby repealed, and this act shall take effect immediately. 

ST A TEMEN'I' 

Recorders and juclf:;ieS of police conrts in smaller municipalities have greater 

jurisdiction than the judges of police courts of first class cities. In order to more ex­

peditiously ancl with a minimum expense effectively dispose of the compara1.ivcly non­

serious violations of the criminal la,v, ancl Llms afford the now congested ~rand juries 

and quarter sessions courts of the fir::ot class counties more time for the co;:sidc:-a1ion 

of the more serious 1::tw violations, it is proposed to give to the criminal courts of the 

cities of the first class, similar juris,::ction to that possessed by the judicial clistrict 

criminal courts uncler Chapter 201 of the L;iws of 1928. 
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INTRODUCED l1'EBRUARY 12, 1934 

By Mr. \VAUGH 

Ref erred to Committee on Revision and .Amendment of Laws 

Ax AcT to amend an act entitled '' A s n1)plement to an act entitled 'An act 

respecti11g criminal courts in cities of the first class in this State, and pro­

viding for the increase of jurisdiction thereof, and regulating the proceed­

ings therein,' approved February ni1rnteenth, one thousand eight hundred 

and ninety-five," which supplement ,vas approved June fourteenth, one 

thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, approved April eighteenth, one 

thousand nine hundred and thirty. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General A.ssenibly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section one of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the 

2 same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The criminal courts in any city of the first class in this State shall 

4 have, possess and exercise, in addition to the powers, authority and juris-

5 diction which the said courts and judges thereof may now have, jurisdiction 

6 to try ancl determine all cases of assault, assault and battery, desertion and 

7 nonsupport, malicious mischief, larceny from. the person, larceny and em-

8 bezzkment where the amount nllcgcc1 to ltavc been taken is not more than 

9 two lrnnclrccl dollars (:p200.00); overclrnwin6· bank account and obtaining-

10 money or property under false pretense where the amount alleged to be 

11 taken is not more than two hundred dollai·s ($200.00); receiving stolen 

12 property, where the property ulleged to have been received is not more than 
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13 two hundred dollars (~;200.00) in value; faking and driving an automobile 

14: without the consent of owner; ~:rnC other criminal offenses, the penalty for 

15 the violation of which does oxcee(! a fine of five hund1·ed dollars ($G00.00), 

16 imprisonment for a term not exc2eding one year, or both, where any of the 

17 specified crimes are committed witbn the corporate limits of the city in 
\ 

18 which such court is established; provided, the person or persons charged 

19 with any such crime or ofienses shall, in writing, waive indictment and 

20 trial by jury. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this act is stated in its title. 




