
SENATE, No. 229 

STATE OF-NEW JERSEY/ 

INTRom·cEn 1-'F.BRl. ARY 2f'l. 1938 

By Mr. SCOTT 

Ri'f,,rrt><l lo C'ommitt<'<' on f'o11m1t'rt't• and Niwigation 

As AcT for th<' r<>~nlation of power ,·<>ssel!'t, prO\·idin~ for the n-giilltration of 

th<> 1<11nw nml tlu• lict>nsing of th" op,•rulors tht'rl'of, fixing the amount of 

liC<'ui-1• nnd rt'gistr11tion f{'('s nn<l Jwnnltil's for ,·iolntion11, and i-uppl<'ment­

ing Tille 12 of th" Rt>,·i,.<'1l Statutes. 

1 RF. IT F.NAM"t:o b~I fhr Srnalr aHd On,,.rnf .f,urmhl.t1 of tltr .'~fol,· 11I Nrw 

1 1. In a,Mition to th" pow1•r'l 1'011f,·rn•1l upon th<' Hoard of !~ommerce 

2 1111d X11\'iµ-atio11 h~· th1• provisions of Titli• 1:! of llw Ut•,·i,.Nl Slnlul••"• tht• 

:; 1<nit! Hoard of ( 'nmnwr<'•• 111111 ~n,·ig;1f i1111 j,. h1•rt•hy nuthorizc-.1 1u1tl t>m-

4 powt>rt•d to""'' ahfoo1h 1 lw,_,, rulPs and fl't.:'11111! inn" tn gon•rn I hP opernl ion, 1lcl(•k 

r, i11g-, moorinµ- and 1111chorirn.! of pow1•r \'""""hi awl all otl!l'r ,·raft 1111,·ii:ntin~ 

ft tlw 111!111111 \\"nf"rwa~· within tlw conlim•s nf th,• Htatt• of X.-w ,JPrMt'y. 

i (n) The> i-;p<•t>d of pow1•r ,·p11scl-. ,Judi 11I 1111 ti11w1<1 ht• rPirulah>cl 110 RM to 

i,. nvoitl dnngt'r or injury to nil mnmwr of flout in~ <'raft 1•itlll'r by t 111• 1•1T1•1•! 

!I of tlw w11,·c or w1111h rai11Ptl by power ,·1•11i-ds through exoo&11in• IIIH>t'II or 

JO otherwii-e. 

11 ( b) All boatM 11hall reduce t bei r .. ,1t•1-.l to 11ix milt•& pt•r hour wbl'n pna11 

1:! ing within two hundred ft'<•l of a wlmrf or dock at which hoah1 are h,•rlht'll. 

13 (c) All boats navigating the Bay llcad-Manal!k1uan canal in tlct,au 

/ 
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J4 c:-ounty hetwPen Barne«at bay ... th•~-- ri•er shall be operated at 

15 a sJ>eed not exceeding aiz miles per hoar. 

u; (d) :So J>erson shall operate a power vessel while under the influence of 

Ji ,my intoxicating liquor or any narcotic or habit-producing drugs, or permit 

18 uy penon wllo may be andlr the inffuence of ia&oxi~ liquor or nar-

1:• rotie or habit-producing drugs to opera~ an~· power boat owned by him or 

20 her or in biK or her custody and c,:,ntroL 

:!1 (") ~o dredge operator Mhall tow excessive lines oC pontoons and other 

2'.! t'qt1ipmcnt and thereby endanger buoy111, lights and oth.-r aids to navigation. 

2:; A lt-ngtb of pontoon "r other tow exet,>t>ding one hundred Ceet measured 

:!4 from the stern of the towing vessel shall be deemed for the purpose of thia 

25 aet presumptive evidcnee of guilt of damage to any ftids to navigation cer-

26 1ified to ban• occurred within twenty-fours hours after the pa888ge of sucla 

27 pontoon li11e. 

214 (f) Ia all caaea, no power veucl shall he operated in a reckleu maaner. 

~ Uccldcu operation shall include operating a vessel in a manner which un-

30 necessarily interferes with the free and proper use of any waters, or unneees-

31 sarily endanger,s other craft therein, or the life or limb of any person upon 

;12 sud1 other craft or in the water. 

:13 (g) No power vesiccl shall be utilized to moor, ground or abandon any 

34 hulk or dt•rt•lict on Slate lands below mean hil(h water mnrk. 

1 :?. Tlw board mny, whenever in it~ discretion it shall be nec."e8Sary, ap­

:? point harbor masters who aball ha\·t' controlling jurisdiction under the law 

J gon•rniug said Board of Commerce and Xa\·igation to supenise the use of 

-l tlw inland wah•rways within the limitlC of thi1t1 act. Such harbor masters 

:, lihall ht• nppoiutotl for one year and shall 1wrni without salary or other com­

ti Jk'll!llttiou. Harbor uu,sterg appoinlt-tl llluk•r tbi11 net llball be SUJlplied with a 

7 tdiicld or hudgt• indicating their offit>t• and with an insignia to be earried 011 

~ their bouh, while u,sed on official duty iu <lit1Char!o{i11g the rt.-quircmt•nt• of thia 

ll 11tatut..,. 



• 
1 a. • __,.aiet 1-.-riag.,... mllde in writias _. dtlly ,wit,. tllllt aa, 

2 petsoD Ila vioWe1i an7 of ti.~ of tide aet. an7 ....... tnt. of tie 

3 eo1Ult7 or reaorder or polic,e lllllliatrate of aay 811mielpallty in ...... tlte 

4 denae is eommitted may within tJtirty da11 afttt tlw NN11111inion of Mid 

5 offenN iuue either a 1111J11mo09 or a warrant ditt-c!ted to aaiy eonatable, 

6 poliee olieet- Of' harbor master appointNI nndff the Jtroriaimu, al thil' IN't for 

7 tlae appearanoe er anwt of the per11011 10 cbarpd nd tlw Olllllplaiat .WI 

8 atate what Netioa or proviaioa of the act baa been riolatld by thfo de,. 

9 fadaat, and the time, plaoe ad natare of 8ftid violalknt. and ■poll ONt re,. 

10 tam of laid aummona or warrant, tile laid ~•tate or noordet 1.U pre-

11 eeed with 01' without a jary, to bear aad ~ ti• pill or illll0e9Nlt of 

12 _. pm,on and 11po11 CdlYietion may ifflPOM" on th JM.'fND .o acnmeted t .. 

1a penalty by tlris act pteaoriNd, togf>tMr with t!Ho eM of pl'ONllldoll fot 

1' aua o«eme, and upon the return day of any ntnnllODI or warrant INNd i• 

Ii aceordanoe with the proviaiom of tltia aot, Mid <W~ant •1 dt-rnand and 

16 have a trial by a jury of twelve men : whttn a ct.mantl is made by the 11ald 

17 defendant for a trial by jury, said d,•fendant shall ~ the eosh1 of all pro-

18 ceedinp of aid jury trial. 

1 •· 8uelt magiatrate or reeorder apon N"eeivinlf the 0001plaint in writing, 

~ duly verified, of the 'riolation of any provision of this aet by any eorpora-

3 tioo, ia hereby awthorized and requirfld ttt il'l11ue a summotlfl diret-tNI to any 

,& eomtable, police offieer or harbor mairtM 11ppoinh'<l nndf-r the Jtrm·iitioDI of 

5 thi• act, requiring auch corporation to be and appe11r IN•fon, such magistrate 

6 or recorder on tlae date therflin named to Rft!IWt•t to "aid f'omplaint, whff'h 11aid 

7 nmmon• 1ball be Nrved on the pre!tidf-nt, vi•·••-p'N'Aid.-nt, !M"t'N'laQ·, 1m("'r­

~ inteudent or manager of said eorpoution or upou 1h,- captain or at"tin~ t"ap-

9 tnin of any boat, dredge, 11cow or other ('tnft by whit"h thu off.-nAe is com-

10 mitted, at least five day1 before the t imf' and 111•f""11rnnee mentioned Uwrein, 

11 and theroaf'ter all prooet,-diugs Hball be tbe same aM against an individual. 

1 5. Any beariug to be held pur,muut to thi11 1u•t 14baJl on the requettt of th 

2 defendant be adjourned for a pt'riotl uol l'X(.,'t.-t•cliu~ thirty ,luy11 how tbti N• 



' 
3 tum datf" named in any t1111Dfflfflll or from tbe Nttum of any warrant or 

, from tbe date of any a1'1'Nf without warrant u the caN may be. But in 

5 11uch ea.-. it 111hal1 bf' tbe duty of the magistrate or recorder to detain the de­

fi frndnnt in we custody unleu he shall mate a cub deposit or enter into a 

j bond with the State of New Jeniey, with at Jeut one sufficient surety to all 

8 and in amount not to exceed ftve hundred dollars ($500.00), conditioned for 

9 his a1,pearance on tbe day to which the hearing may be adjourned and thence 

10 from day to day until the ease i1 di spotted of; and such bond if forfeited 

11 may be pro11«uted by the Board of Commerce and Navigation or by the 

12 Attorney-General of the State of New Jersey in any court of competent 

13 jurit«liction and such caah depoait if forfeited shall be paid to said Board 

14 of Commerce and Xavigation by said magi11trate or recorder with whom the 

tr, flaid e.a»b 1d1all have been depo8ited, to be by said board paid over to the 

16 State Trea&nrer; prot'td~d, howev~r, that in lien of !!Bid bond or cash df'posit 

17 the JK'raon under arrest may leave with the magistrate or reeorder the veseel 

JR ownP<I or O(l(•rated by the aaid person or corporation at thf' time of the eom-

19 mitu1ion of said otfenBt'. 

1 fi. Tlw deff>mlanl in any proce, .. Ung iniditutt>el under this act may ap-

2 pral from the judgmc•nl or sentenct> of the magistrate or rC<'Ord<'r to tbt• 

3 emarl of t"ommon pl<'as of the county in whi<'h 11ud1 pr()("(>C(lings shall have 

4 tak<'n plu<'t>: rmlf'id,•d, said defendant shall within h•n days after the datt- of 

ii 11aid .iml~uml, ,h•livt>r to lht> magistratt- or recorder n bond to the State of 

6 New ,lt•rsey with al lt•nst one suftici,•nt imn•ty or makt> n eash deposit with 

1 !laid magh,trah• or rt'C.'Order of such amount as the mn~istrate or recorder 

1-i 1dmll ,lin•1•1, 1w1 l'Xt't't.Jing the sum of tin• hundred dollars ($.'>00.00), eondi­

H tiont>tl to 11tn.ml and to abide by such furlhl•r ordt•r or judgment, as may 

10 tht.\rt.•uftt•r ht• made agaiuat said part~·. 

1 i. l'rocet.'<iinp under tliia act may bt• instituted on any day of the WMlr. 

2 Any pro<-eH llllrnid on Sunday will be aa valid aa if aen·ed on any other day 

3 of tbe Wt>t•k. 
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1 8. A. eolllJIIOQI or wammt iaued by any magietrate ba aceordaw wit.la 

2 the provieiou of thia act ehaD be valid throughout the State and any of-

3 fioer who bu pcnNr to eerve the •id t11ummon11. or to Nn-e Mid warraat 

f and make arrest thereon, in the county wbert> the 11ame shall have beea 

5 issued, shall have like power to eern• imitl Kt11nmon11 and to Nrve said war-

6 rant and make arreet thereon in any or tht> l'lt'\·eral eountiea or the State. 

1 9 . .Any pereon who shall be guilty or ,·iolating the provisions of tbia act 

2 shall be subject to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00), in 

3 default of the payment of such fine there shall ht- impoeed an impriaonment 

f in the county jail for a period not exceeding ten days; provided, that uy 

5 off ender shall be convicted of a aeeo11d off t•nse of the same violation will 

6 be fined double the amount herein prt>l't.'ribed for the first offenae, and ma7. 

7 in default of the payment thereof, be 11unished by imprisonment in the 

8 county jail for a period not exoeeding twenty (20) days. 

1 10. Thia act shall take e«ect immediately. 

I 


