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ASSEMBLY, No. 68 

STATE OF N·EW JERSEY 
I ' • 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 21, 1946 

By Mr. LEONARD 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN AcT concerning taxation, amending sections 54 :2-3, 54 :2-8, 54 :2-14, 54 :2-18, 

54:2-33, 54:2-34, 54:2-35, 54:2-39, 54:2-40, 54:2--41, 54:3-22 and 54:3-26 of 

the Revised Statutes, and supplementing chapter two of Title 54 of the Re-

vised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 54 :2-3 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 54 :2-3. The [board} Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department 

3 of Taxation and Finance shall consist, as heretofore, of seven members who 

4 shall be citizens of the State and not more than four of whom shall belong 

5 to the same political party. [At least two members shall be counselors-at-

6 law.] At least four members shall be counselors-at-law of the State of New 

7 .Jersey of at least ten years' standing. Members shall be chosen because of 

8 their special qualifications, knowledge and experience in matters concerning 

9 the valuation and taxation of property, particularly of real property. 

1 2. Section 54 :2-8 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 54 :2-8. [Each member, except the president, shall receive an annual sal-

3 ary of four thousand five hundred dollars ( $4,500.00). The president shall 

4 receive an annual salary of six thousand five hundred dollars ($6,500.00) .] 

5 Each member, except the president, shall receive an annual salary of eight 

6 thousand dollars ($8,000.00). The president shall receive an annual salary 
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7 of nine thousand dollars ($9,000.00). The members, including the president, 

8 shall devote their full time to the du ties of the office. 

1 3. Section 54 :2-14 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-14. The [board] Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department 

4 of Taxation and Finance shall keep a full record of its proceedings, may 

5 make rules, orders and directions as it may deem necessary to carry into 

6 effect the objects of this chapter and may make reasonable rules regulating 

7 the manner, form, time, terms and conditions of appeals made to it. It may 

8 make such reasonable orders upon the final determination of such appeals as 

9 will effectuate the final determination thereof according to law. Such de-

10 termination shall be evidenced by a judgment signed by at least [three] four 

11 mBmbers, and filed with its secretary. Copies thereof, duly certified by the 

12 secretary, shall be in evidence in any cause or proceeding . 
. 

1 4. Section 54 :2-18 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-18. [The board may, as occasion shall require, by order, ref er to 

4 one or more of its members the duty of taking testimony in a matter pend-

5 ing before it, and to report thereon to the board, but no determination shall 

6 be made therein except by the board.] The Division of Tax App.eals in the 

7 State Department of Taxation and Finance may, as occasion shall require, by 

8 order, refer to two or more of its members, at least one of whom shall be a 

9 counselor-at-law, the duty of taking testimony in a matter pending before it, 

10 and to report on such matter and the testimony so taken, to the division, but 

11 no determination shall be made therein except by the division. Said reports 

12 shall be in writing and signed by the members, and shall include, in sub-

13 stance, the facts and particulars of the testimony so taken, which written 

14 reports shall be public records and open to the inspection of the public. 

15 Stenographic notes shall be made of all testimony so taken, but the mem-

16 bers of the board shall be qualified to make their determination after receiv-
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17 ing the report of the members hearing the testimony, and without the 

18 necessity that the stenographic notes so taken shall have been reduced to 

19 writing; provided, however, that the testimony shall be reduced to writing 

20 at the request of any member of the [board] division required to make a 

21 determination in any such :i;natter. 

1 5. Section 54 :2-33 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-33. The [board] Division of Tax Appeals in the State Depart-

4 ment of Taxation and Finance shall succeed to and exercise exclusively all 

5 the powers and perform all the duties concerning the review, hearing and 

6 determination of appeals concerning the assessment, collection, apportion-

7 ment or equalization of taxes, formerly exercised or performed by, or con-

8 ferred and charged upon, the State Board of Taxes and Assessment, and 

9 each member of the division slrnll be entitled to use his personal knowledge 

10 and judgment as to the value of the property involved, and shall have such 

11 other and further powers and perform such other and further duties in con-

12 nection with the hearing and determination of tax appeals, as may be con-

13 f erred or imposed upon it, from time to time. 

1 6. Section 54 :2-34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-34. The [board] Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department 

4 of Taxation and Finance shall review, hear and determine all appeals by any 

5 person, taxing district, municipality or county aggrieved by any act, proceed-

6 ing, ruling, decision or determination of the State Tax Department or of the 

7 State Tax Commissioner. .Each member of the Division of Tax Appeals in 

8 the State Department of Taxation and Finance shall be entitled to use his 

9 personal knowledge and judgment as to the value of the property involved. 

1 7. Section 54:2-35 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-35. Any action or determination of a county board of taxation may 

4 be appealed for review to the [State Board of Tax Appeals] Division of Tax 
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5 Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and Finance, under such rules 

6 and regulations as it may from time to time prescribe, and it may review 

7 such action and proceedings and give such judgment therein as it may think 

8 proper. Nothing herein contained shall apply to any appeal to the Division 

9 of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and Finance provided 

10 for by sections 54 :2-37 and 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 8. Section 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-39. Any appellant who is dissatisfied with the judgment of the 

4 county board of taxation upon his appeal may appeal from that judgment to 

5 the [State Board of Tax Appeals] Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

6 Department of Taxation and Finance by filing a petition of appeal to the 

7 [board] division, in manner and form to be by said [board] division 

8 prt~scribed, ·within one month from the date on which the county board 

9 of taxation shall have published the entry of judgment or within one 

9A month from the date fixed for final decisions by the county boards, which-

10 ever date shall be earlier, and the division shall proceed summarily to hear 

11 and determine all such appeals and render its judgment thereon as soon as 

12 may be. [Within one month from the date fixed for final decisions by the 

13 county boards, and the State board shall proceed summarily to hear and de-

14 termine all such appeals and render its judgment thereon as soon as may be.] 

15 Each petition of appeal shall be verified and shall contain full and com-

16 plete information as to the land, including the size of the lot, a description of 

17 the buildings and structures thereon, if any, and the use thereof and further 

18 shall detail the income and expense of operation in cases of income producing 

19 property. No petition of appeal shall fix any sum as the value of said prop-

20 erty in question, but shall contain a general prayer that the assessment be 

21 increased or decreased (as the case may be) to the true value thereof. 

22 No appeal, however, shall lie [with] to the [State Board of Tax 

23 Appeals] Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and 
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24 Finance where the appeal to the county board of taxation has been (a) with-

25 drawn at the hearing, or previously thereto in writing by the appellant or 

26 his agent; (b) dismissed because of appellant's failure to prosecute the 

27 appeal at a hearing called by the county tax board; (c) settled by mutual 

28 consent of the taxpayer and assessor of the taxing district. This [amend-

29 ment] provision [however, shall not waive the right of the appellant or his 

30 agent to appeal before the State Board of Tax Appeals] shall not preclude 

31 an appeal to the Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of 

32 Taxation and Finance in the event that the appeal was ''dismissed without 

33 prejudice" by the county board of taxation. 

1 9. Section 54 :2-40 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-40. A copy of the petition of appeal shall be served by the appellant 

4 upon the county board of taxation whose judgment is appealed from, or its 

5 secretary, and upon the assessor, clerk or attorney of the taxing district. 

6 Service of such copies shall be evidenced by affi<lavit upon the original peti-

7 tion of appeal filed with the [State board] Division of Tax Appeals in the 

8 State Department of Taxation and Finance or service thereon acknowledged. 

9 [A copy of the judgment of the board shall be sent to the taxpayer, and, 

10 when the judgment causes a change in the amount of taxes to be pai<l, to the 

11 secretary of the county board of taxation in whose county the appeal was 

12 originally filed, to the assessor and the collector of the taxing district.] A 

13 copy of the judgment of the division shall be sent to the taxpayer, and when 

14 the judgment causes a change in the amount of taxes to be paid, at the same 

15 time, to the collector of the taxing district and the secretary of the county 

16 board of taxation in which said taxing district is situated. The division shall 

17 also give prompt notice to the taxpayer and, at the same time, to the collector 

18 of the taxing district and to the secretary of the county board of taxation, 

19 in whose county the taxing district is situated, of the withdrawal and dis-

20 missal of petitions of appeal filed with the division. 
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1 10. Section 54 :2-41 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-41. [The board may at any time on application by a property 

4 owner, with the consent of the mayor or assessor of the municipality affected, 

5 correct errors and mistakes in tax assessments.] The Division of Tax Ap-

6 peals in the State Department of Taxation and Finance may, at any time, on 

7 written application by a property owner, with the consent of the majority of 

8 the governing body of the municipality affected, to be evidenced by a true 

9 copy of a resolution adopted by such governing body certified by its clerk, 

10 correct errors and mistakes in tax assessments; provided, that such applica-

11 tion and resolution shall set forth the facts causing and constituting the error 

12 and mistake so.ught to be corrected, and that such facts be verified by affi-

13 davits of the property owner and the assessor of such municipality, respec-

14 tively. The division may require such further proof and grant or deny such 

15 application as it may deem necessary or proper. 

1 11. Petitions of appeals, filed pursuant to the provisions of chapter two 

2 of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes may be amended and amended petitions of 

3 appeal may be further amended, at any time, at or before the hearing of the 

4 appeal, without notice and as a matter of course. 

1 12. Any such petition of appeal, or amended petition of appeal, or any 

2 pleading, paper or document of any taxpayer, whether an individual or a 

3 corporation, may be executed and filed by an attorney-at-law of New Jersey, 

4 without the requirement of any affidavit or other evidence of his authority to 

5 act for such taxpayer. 

1 13. No judgment shall be entered by the Division of Tax Appeals in the 

2 State Department of Taxation and Finance in any appeal from a county 

3 board, upon the oral consent or agreement of the taxpayer with the taxing 

4 district, municipality or county concerned in such appeal, or their respective 

5 attorneys, but the division may enter judgment on such appeals, upon such 

6 proof and under such rules and regulations as it may from time to time pre-
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7 scribe, upon the written consents or agreements of the taxpayer and the tax-

8 ing district, municipality or county concerned, or their respective attorneys, 

9 verified by qualified experts as to the facts therein alleged in support of the 

10 valuations therein consented to. 

1 14. Where a judgment final has been rendered by the Division of Tax 

2 Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and Finance involving real 

3 property such judgment shall be conclusive and binding upon the munici-

4 pal assessor and the taxing district, parties to such appeal, for the assessment 

5 year and for the two assessment years succeeding the assessment year 

6 covered by the final judgment, except as to changes in the value of the prop-

7 erty occurring after the assessment date. -Where such changes are alleged, 

8 the petition of appeal shall specifically set forth the nature of the changes 

9 relied upon as the basis for such appeal. 

1 15. In any proceeding before the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

2 Department of Taxation and Finance where deeds or other instruments of 

3 conveyance do not state the true consideration or sales price of the property, 

4 which is the subject of appeal, the United States documentary stamps, if any, 

5 attached to such deeds or instruments shall be admitted as prima facie evi-

6 dence of the true consideration or sales price of the said property. 

1 16. Upon the filing of a petition of appeal by any taxpayer, or taxing 

2 district, with the Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxa-

3 tion and Finance, pursuant to section 54 :2-35, or section 54 :2-37 or section 

4 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statutes, sue h taxpayer or taxing district filing such 

5 petition shall pay to the secretary of the division a fee of one dollar ($1.00) 

6 for each petition where the assessed valuation of the property described in 

7 such petition is ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) or less, and a fee of two 

8 dollars ($2.00) for each petition where the assessed valuation of such prop-

9 erty is more than ten thousand dollars ( $10,000.00). 

1 17. Section 54 :3-22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :3-22. The board shall thereupon make such order respecting the time 

4 and manner for hearing the appeal as it may deem just, and shall summarily 
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5 hear and determine the appeal, and revise and correct the assessment in ac-

6 cordance with the true value of the taxable property. All appeals filed pur-

7 suant to the provisions of chapter three of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes 

8 shall be heard and determined by the board. It may compel the attendance 

9 of witnesses, the production of boolrn and papern before it, examine wit-

10 nesses or cause ·witnesses to be examined under oath before it, which oath 

11 may be administered by a member of the board. 

12 In any proceeding before the hoard where deeds or other instruments 

13 of conveyance do not state the true consideration or sales price of the prop-

14 erty, which is the subject of appeal, the United States documentary stamps 

15 attached, if any, to such deeds or instruments shall be admitted as prima 

16 facie evidence of the true consideration or sales price of the said property. 

1 18. Section 54 :3-2G of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :3-26. The county board of taxation shall hear and determine all 

4 sl).ch appeals within three months after the last day for filing such appeals, 

5 and shall keep a record of its judgments thereon in permanent form, and 

6 shall transmit a memorandum of its judgment to the taxpayer, and in all 

7 cases where the amount of tax to be paid shall be changed as a result of an 

8 appeal, to the collector of the taxing district. 

9 ·where no appeal is taken to the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

10 Department of Taxation and Finance to review the action or determination 

11 of the county board involving real property the judgment of the county 

12 board shall be conclusive and binding upon the municipal assessor and the 

13 taxing district for the assessment year, and for the two assessment years 

14 succeeding the assessment year, covered by the judgment, except as to 

15 changes in value of the property occurring after the assessment date. -Where 

16 such changes are alleged the petition of appeal shall specifically set forth 

17 the nature of the changes relied upon as the basis for such appeal. 

1 19. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 68 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED .JANUARY 21, 1946 

By Mr. LEONARD 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

AN ACT concerning taxation, amending sections 54 :2-3, 54 :2-8, 54 :2-14, 54 :2-18, 

54 :2-33, 54 :2-34, 54 :2-35, 54 :2-39, 54 :2-40, 54 :2-41, 54 :3-22 and 54 :3-26 of 

the Revised Statutes, and supplementing chapter two of Title 54 of the Re­

vised Statutes. 

l BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 l. Section 54 :2-3 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 54 :2-i~. The Division of rrax Appeals in the State Department of 

;3 'l'axation a11d :B1 i11anee shall consist, as heretofore, of seven members who 

4 shall be citizens of the State and not more than four of whom shall belong 

5 to the same political party. At least four members shall be counselors-at-

6 law of the State of New .Jersey of at least ten years' standing. Members 

7 shall be chosen because of their special qualifications, knowledge and experi-

8 ence in mat.tern c~oncerning the valuation and taxation of property, parti-

9 cularly of real property. 

l 2. Section 54 :2-8 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 :14 :2-8. Each member, except the president, shall receive an annual 

;3 salarv of eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00). The president shall receive an 

4 annual i-;alanT of ni1w thotrnand dollars ($9,000.00). The members, including 

5 the president, shall devote their full time to the duties of the office. 
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1 3. Section 54 :2-14 of the Revised Statutes is amended LO read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-14. The Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of 

4 Taxation aud E'inaneo shall keep a full reco rel of its proceedings, may 

5 make rules, orders and directions as it may deem necessary to carry into 

6 effect the objects of this chapter and may make reasonable rules regulating 

7 the manner, form, time, terms and conditions of appeals made to it_. It may 

8 make such reasonable orders upon the final determination of such appeals as 

9 will effectuate the final determination thereof according to law. Such de-

10 termination shall be evidenced by judgment signed by at least four 

11 members, and filed with its secretary. Copies thereof, duly certified by the 

12 secretary, shall be in evidence in any cause or proceeding. 

1 4. Section 54 :2-18 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-18. The Division of Tax AppealR m the State Department 

4 of Taxation and ] 1 iuance may, as occas10n :,;hall require, by order, 

5-8 refer to two or more of its members, at lea:,;t one of whom sl.Jall be a 

9 counselor-at-law, the duty of taking tt)stimony in a matter pending before it, 

10 and to report on such matter and the testimony so taken, to the division, but 

11 no determination shall be made therein except by the division. Said reports 

12 shall be in writing and signed by the members, and shall include, in sub-

13 stance, the facts and particulars of the testimony so taken, which written 

14 reports shall be public records and open to the inspection of the public. 

15 Stenographic notes shall be made of all testimony so taken, but the mem-

16 bers of the board shall be qualified to make their determination after receiv-

17 ing the report of the members hearing the testimony, and without the 

18 necessity that the stenographic noks so taken shall have been reduced to 

19 writing; provided, however, that the testimony shall be reduced to writing 

20 at the request of any member of the division required to make a determina-

21 tion in any such matter. 
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1 5. Section 54 :2-33 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-33. The Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of 

4 Taxation and Finance shall succee<l to and exercise exclusively all the 

5 powers and perform all the duties concerning the review, hearing and 

6 determination of appeals concerning the assessment, collection, apportion-

7 ment or equalization of taxes, formerly exercised or performed by, or con-

8 ferred and charged upon, the State Board of Taxes and Assessment, and 

9 each member of the division shall be entitled to use his personal knowledge 

10 and judgment as to the value of the property involved, and shall have such 

11 other and further powers and perform such other and further duties in con-

12 nection with the hearing and determination of tax appeals, as may be con-

13 f erred or imposed upon it, from time to time. 

1 6. Section 54 :2-34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-34. The Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department 

4 of Taxation and Finance shall review, hear and determine all appeals by any 

5 person, taxing district, municipality or county aggrieved by any act, proceed-

6 ing, ruling, decision or determination of the State Tax Department or of the 

7 State Tax Commissioner. Each member of the Division of Tax Appeals in 

8 the State Department of Taxation and Finance shall be entitled to use his 

9 personal knowledge and judgment as to the value of the property involved. 

1 7. Section 54 :2-35 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-35. Any action or determination of a county board of taxation may 

4 be appealed for review to the Division of rrax Appeals in the State Depart­

;) ment of 'l1axation and Finance, under such rules and regulations as it may 

(i from time to time prescrihe, an<l it may review such action and proceed-

7 ings and give such judgment therein as it may think proper. Nothing herein 

8 contained shall apply to any appeal to the Division of Tax Appeals in the 

~) State Department of Taxation and Finance provided for by sections 54 :2-37 

10 and 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statutes. 



1 S. Seetion 54 :2--39 of tbe Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-39. Any appellant who is dissatisfied with the judgment of the 

4 county board of taxation upon his appeal may appeal from that judgment to 

5 the Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and 

6 Finance by filing a petition of appeal to the division, in ma11ner and form to 

7 be by said division prescribed, within one month from the date on which the 

8 county board of taxation shall have published the entry of judgment or 

9 within one month from the date fixed for :final decisions by the county 

10 boards, whichever date shall be earlier, and the division shall proceed sum-

11 marily to hear and determine all such appeals and render its judgment 

12-14 thereon as soon as may be. 

15 Each petition of appeal shall be verified and shall contain full and com-

16 plete information as to the land, including the size of the lot, a description of 

17 the buildings and structures thereon, if any, and the use thereof and further 

18 shall detail the income and expense of operation in cases of income producing 
. 

19 property. No petition of appeal shall :fix any sum as the value of said prop-

20 erty in question, but shall contain a general prayer that the assessment be 

21 increased or decreased (as the case may be) to the true value thereof. 

22 No appeal, however, shall lie to the Divi:,;ion of Tax Appeals in the 

23 State Department of Taxation and Finance where the appeal to the county 

24 board of taxation has been (a) withdrawn at the hearing, or previously 

25 thereto in writing by the appellant or his agent; (b) dismissed because of ap-

26 pellant's failure to prosecute the appeal at a hearing called by the county 

27 tax hoard; ( c) settled by mutual consent of the taxpayer and assessor of 

:28 the taxing district. This provision shall not preclude an appeal to the Divi-

29 sion of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and Finance in the 

30 event that the appeal was "dismissed without prejudice" by the county 

31 board of taxation. 
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1 9. Section 54 :2-40 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-40. A copy of the petition of appeal shall be served by the appellant 

4 upon the county board of taxation whose judgment is appealed from, or its. 

5 secretary, and upon the assessor, clerk or attorney of the taxing district. 

6 Service of such copies shall be evidenced by affidavit upon the original peti-

7 tion of appeal filed with the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

8-12 Department of Taxation and Finance or Rervice thereon acknowledged. A 

13 copy of the judgment of the division shall be sent to the taxpayer, and when 

14 the judgment causes a change in the amount of taxes to be paid, at the same 

15 time, to the collector of the taxing district and the secretary of the county 

16 board of taxation in which said taxing district is situated. The division shall 

17 also give prompt notice to the taxpayer and, at the same time, to the collector 

18 of the taxing district and to the secretary of the county board of taxation, 

19 in whose county the taxing district is situated, of the withdrawal and dis-

20 missal of petitions of appeal filed with the division. 

1 10. Section 54 :2-41 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-41. rrhe Division of Tax Appeals in the 8tate Department of 

4 Taxation and :F'inance may, at any time, OI_l written application by 

5 a property owner, with the consent of the majority of the govern-

6-8 ing body of the municipality affected, to be evidenced by a true 

9 copy of a resolution adopted by such governing body certified by its clerk, 

10 correct errors and mistakes in tax assessments; provided, that such applica-

11 tion and resolution shall set forth the facts causing and constituting the error 

12 and mistake sought to be corrected, and that such facts be verified by affi-

13 davits of the property owner and the assessor of such municipality, respec-

14 tively. The division may require such further proof and grant or deny such 

15 application as it may deem necessary or proper. 

1 11. Petitions of appeals, filed pursuant to the provisions of chapter two 

:J of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes may be amended and amended petitions d 



6 

3 appeal may be further amended, at any time, at or before the hearing of the 

4 appeal, without notice and as a matter of course. 

1 12. Any such petition of appeal, or amended petition of appeal, or any 

2 pleading, paper or document of any taxpayer, whether an individual or a 

3 corporation, may be executed and filed by an attorney-at-law of New Jersey, 

4 without the requirement of any affidavit or other evidence of his authority to 

5 act for such taxpayer. 

1 13. No judgment shall be entered by the Division of Tax Appeals in the 

2 State Department of Taxation and Finance in any appeal from a county 

3 board, upon the oral consent or agreement of the taxpayer with the taxing 

4 district, municipality or county concerned in such appeal, or their respective 

5 attorneys, but the division may enter judgment on such appeals, upon such 

6 proof and under such rules and regulations as it may from time to time pre-

7 scribe, upon the written consents or agreements of the taxpayer and the tax-

8 ing district, municipality or county concerned, or their respective attorneys, 

9 verified by qualified experts as to the facts. therein alleged in support of the 

10 valuations therein consented to. 

1 14. Where a judgment final has been rendered by the Division of Tax 

2 Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and Finance involving real. 

3 property such judgment shall be conclusive and binding upon the munici-

4 pal assessor and the taxing district, parties to such appeal, for the assessment 

5 year and for the two assessment years succeeding the assessment year 

6 covered by the final judgment, except as to changes in the value of the prop-

7 erty occurring after the assessment date. \Vhere such. changes are alleged, 

8 the petition of appeal shall specifically set forth the nature of the changes 

9 relied upon as the basis for such appeal. 

1 15. In any proceeding before the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

2 Department of Taxation and Finance where deeds or other instruments of 

3 conveyance do not state the true consideration or sales price of the property, 

4 which is the subject of appeal, the United States documentary stamps, if any, 

5 attached to such deeds or instruments shall be admitted as prima facie ev1-

6 dence of the true consideration or sales price of the said property. 
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1 16. Upon the filing of a petition of appeal by any taxpayer, or taxing 

2 district, with the Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxa-

3 tion and Finance, pursuant to section 54 :2-35, or section 54 :2-37 or section 

4 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statutes, such taxpayer or taxing district filing such 

5 petition shall pay to the secretary of the division a fee of one dollar ($1.00) 

6 for each petition where the assessed valuation of the property described in 

7 such petition is ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) or less, and a fee of two 

8 dollars ($2.00) for each petition where the assessed valuation of such prop-

9 erty is more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00). 

1 17. Section 54:3-22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :3-22. The board shall thereupon make such order respecting the time 

4 and manner for bearing the appeal as it may deem just, and shall summarily 

5 bear and determine the appeal, and revise and correct the assessment in ac-

6 cordance with the true value of the taxable property. All appeals filed pur-

7 suant to the provisions of chapter three of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes 

8 shall be beard and determined by the board. It may compel the attendance 

9 of· witnesses, the production of books and papers before it, examine wit-

10 nesses or cause witnesses to be examined under oath before it, which oath 

11 may be administered by a member of the board. 

12 In any proceeding before the board where deeds or other instruments 

13 of conveyance do not state the true consideration or sales price of the prop-

14 erty, which is the subject of appeal, the United States documentary stamps 

15 attached, if any, to such deeds or instrnments shall be admitted as prima 

16 facie evidence of the true consideration or sales price of the said property. 

1 18. Section 54 :3-26 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :3-26. The county board of taxation shall hear and determine all 

4 such appeals within three months after the last day for filing such appeals, 

5 and shall keep a record of its judgments thereon in permanent form, and 

6 shall transmit a memorandum of its judgment to the taxpayer, and in all 
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7 cases where the amount of tax to be paid shall be changed as a result of an 

8 appeal, to t:qe collector of the taxing district. 

9 \Vhere no appeal is taken to the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

10 Department of Taxation and Finance to review the action or determination 

11 of the county board involving real property the judgment of· the county 

12 board shall be conclusive and binding upon the municipal assessor and the 

13 taxing district for the assessment year, and for the two assessment years 

14 succeeding the assessment year, covered by the judgment, except as to 

15 changes in value of the property occurring after the assessment date. "Where 

16 such changes are alleged the petition of appeal shall specifically set forth 

17 the nature of the changes relied upon as the basis for such appeal. 

. 1 19. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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AN AcT concerning taxation, amending sections 54 :2-3, 54 :2-8, 54 :2-14, 54 :2-18, 

54:2-33, 54:2-34, 54:2-35, 54:2-39, 54:2-40, 54:2-41, 54:3-22 and 54:3-26 of 

the Revised Statutes, and supplementing chapter two of Title 54 of the Re­

vised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 54 :2-3 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 54 :2-3. The Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of 

3 Taxation and Finance shall consist, as heretofore, of seven members who 

4 shall be citizens of the State and not more than four of whom shall belong 

5 to the same political party. At least four members shall be attorneys-at-

6 law of the State of New Jersey of at least ten years' standing. Mem_bers 

7 shall be chosen because of their special qualifications, knowledge and experi-

8 ence in matterR ~oncerning the valuation and taxation of property, parti-

9 cularly of real property. 

1 2. Section 54 :2-8 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 54 :2-8. Each member, except the president, shall receive an annual 

3 salary of eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00). The president shall receive an 

4 annual salary of nine thousand dollars ($9,000.00). The members, including 

5 the president, shall devote such time as shall be required for the efficient per-

6 formance of the duties of the office. 
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1 3. Section 54 :2-14 of the Revised Statutes is amended to road as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-14. The Division of Tnx Appeals in the State Department of 

4 Taxation and Finance shall koop a full record of its proceedings, may 

5 make rules, orders an<_l directions as it may doom necessary to carry into 

6 effect the objects of this chapter and may make reasonable rules regulating 

7 the manner, form, time, terms and conditions of appeals made to it. It may 

8 make such reasonable orders upon tho final determination of such appeals as 

9 will effectuate the final determination thereof according to law. Such de-

10 termination shall be evidenced by judgment signed by at least four 

11 members, and filed with its secretary. Copies thereof, duly certified by the 

12 secretary, shall be in evidence in any cause or proceeding. 

1 4. Section 54 :2-18 of tho Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-18. The 

4 of Taxation and 

Division of Tax Appeals m tho State Department 

]'iuanco may, as occasion shall reqmre, by order, 

5-8 refer to two or more of its members, at least one of \Yhom shall be an 

9 attorney-at-hw, the duty of taking· testimony in a matter pending before it, 

lO and to report on such matter and the testimony so taken, to the division, but 

11 no determination shall ho made therein except by the division. Said reports 

12 shall be in writing and signed by the members, and shall include, in sub-

13 stance, the facts and particulars of tho testimony so taken, which written 

14 reports shall bo public records and open to the inspection of the public. 

15 Stenographic notes shall be macle of all testimony so taken, but the mem-

16 bers of the board shall be qualified to make their determination after receiv-

17 ing the report of the members hearing the testimony, and without the 

18 necessity that the stenographic notes so taken shall have been reduced to 

19 writing; prov·icled, however, that the testimony shall be reduced to writing 

20 at tho request of any member of the division required to make a determina-

21 tion in any such matter. 
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1 5. Section 54 :2-33 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-3:3. The Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of 

4 Taxation and F'inance shall succeed to aud exercise exclusively all the 

5 powers and perform all the duties concerning the review, hearing and 

6 determination of appeals concerning the assessment, collection, apportion-

7 ment or equalization of taxes, formerly exercised or performed by, or con-

8 £erred and charged upon, the State Board of Taxes and Assessment, and 

9 shall have such other and furthe1· powers and perform such other and 

10 further duties in connection ~with the hearing and determination of tax ap-

11 peals, as may be confened or imposed upon it, from time to time. 

1 6. Section 54 :2-34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-34. The Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department 

4 of Taxation and :F'inance shall review, hear and determine all appeals by any 

5 person, taxing district, municipality or county aggrieved by any act, proceed-

6 ing, ruling, decision or determination of the State Tax Department or of the 

7 State Tax Commissioner. 

1 7. Section 54:2-35 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-35. Any action or determination of a county board of taxation may 

4 be appealed for review to the Division of r11ax Appeals in the State Depart-

5 ment of Taxation and Finance, under such rules and regulations as it may 

6 from time to time prescribe, and it may review such action and proceed-

7 ings and give such judgment therein as it may think proper. Nothing herein 

8 contained shall apply to any appeal to the Division of Tax Appeals in the 

g State Department of Taxation and Finance provided for by sections 54 :2-37 

10 and 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statutes. 



4 

1 8. Section 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-39. Any appellant who is dissatisfied with the judgment of the 

4 county board of taxation upon his appeal may appeal from that judgment to 

5 the Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and 

6 Finance by filing a petition of appeal to the division, in manner and form to 

7 be by said division prescribed, within one month from the date on which the 

8 county board of taxation shall have published the entry of judgment or 

9 within one month from the date fixed for final decisions by the county 

10 boards, whichever date shall be earlier, and the division shall proceed sum-

11 marily to hear and determine all such appeals and render its judgment 

12-14 thereon as soon as may be. 

15 Each petition of appeal shall be verified and shall contain full and com-

16 plete information as to the land, including the size of the lot, a description of 

17 the buildings and structures thereon, if any, and the use thereof and further 

18 shall detail the income and expense of operation in cases of income producing 

19 property. No petition of appeal shall fix any sum as the value of said prop-

20 erty in question, but shall contain a general prayer that the assessment be 

21 increased or decreased (as the case may be) to the true value thereof. 

22 No appeal, however, shall lie to the Division of Tax Appeals in the 

23 State Department of Taxation and Finance where the appeal to the county 

24 board of taxation has 'been (a) withdra·wn at the hearing, or previously 

25 thereto in writing by the appellant or his agent; (b) dismissed because of ap-

26 pellant's failure to prosecute the appeal at a hearing called by the county 

27 tax board; ( c) settled by mutual consent of the taxpayer and assessor of 

28 the taxing district. This provision shall not preclude an appeal to the Divi-

29 sion of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxation and Finance in the 

30 event that the appeal was "dismissed without prejudice" by the county 

31 board of taxation. 
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1 9. Section 54 :2-40 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-40. A copy of the petition of appeal shall be served by the appellant 

4 upon the county board of taxation whose judgment is appealed from, or its 

5 secretary, and upon the assessor, clerk or attorney of the taxing district. 

6 Service of such copies 'shall be evidenced by affidavit upon the original peti-

7 tion of appeal .filed with the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

8-12 Department of Taxation and Finance or service thereon acknowledged. A 

13 copy of the judgment of the division shall be sent to the taxpayer, and when 

14 the judgment causes a change in the amount of taxes to be paid, at the same 

15 time, to the collector of the taxing district and the secretary of the county 

16 board of taxation in which said taxing district is situated. The division shall 

17 also give prompt notice to the taxpayer and, at tho same time, to the collector 

18 of the taxing district and to the secretary of the county board of taxation, 

19 in whose county the taxing district is situated, of the withdrawal and dis-

20 missal of petitions of appeal filed with the division. 

1 10. Section 54 :2-41 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :2-41. The Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of 

4 Taxation and Finance may, at any time, on written application by 

5 a property owner, with the consent of the majority of the govern-

6-8 ing . body of the municipality affected, to be evidenced by a true 

9 copy of a resolution adopted by such governing body certified by its clerk, 

10 correct errors and mistakes in tax assessments; provided, that such applica-

11 tion and resolution shall set forth the facts causing and constituting the error 

12 and mistake sought to be corrected, and that such facts be verified by affi-

13 davits of the property owner and the assessor of such municipality, respec-

14 tively. The division may require such further proof and grant or deny such 

15 application as it may deem necessary or proper. 

1 11. Petitions of appeals, filed pursuant to the provisions of chapter two 

2 of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes may be amended and amended petitions of 
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~l appeal may bl) further amended, at any time, at or before the hearing of the 

4 appeal, without notice and as a matter of course. 

1 12. Any such petition of appca1, or amended petition of appeal, or any 

3 pleading, papm· or <.fo~'.nment of :rny taxpayer, wlwthcr an individual or a 

:~ corpontti011, ma.'T be exrcuter1 ancl filed hy an attorney-at-law of New .Jersey,. 

4 ·witbo11t the l'equirement of any nffil1avit or other evidence of his authority to 

;J act for such taxpayer. 

1 B. No judgment shall be euten~d by the Division of Tax Appeals in the 

2 State Dcpartmen' of rl1axation arn1 Finance in any appeal from a county 

3 board, upon the oral consent or agreement of the taxpayer with the taxing 

4 district, municipality or county concerned in such appeal, or their respective 

5 attorneys, but the division may enter judgment on such appeals, upon such 

6 proof and under such rules and regulations as it may from time to time pre-

7 scribe, upon the \vritten consents or agreements of the taxpayer and the tax-

8 ing district, municipality or county concerned, or their respective attorneys, 

9 verified by qualified experts as to the facts therein alleged in support of the 

10 valuations tlrnrein consented to. 

1 14. V{here a judgment final has been rendered by the Division of Tax 

2 Appeals in the State Departme11t of Taxation and Finance involving real 

3 property such judgment shall be conclusive and binding upon the munici-

4 pal assessor and the taxing district, parties to such appeal, for the assessment 

5 year and for the two assessment yenrs succeeding the assessment year 

6 covered by the final jmlgme11 t, exeep i as to changes in the value of the prop-

7 erty occurring after the assessmsnt date. vVhere such changes are alleged, 

8 the petition of appeal shall specifically set forth the nature of the changes 

9 relied upon as the basis for such appeal. 

1 15. In any proceeding before the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

2 Department of Taxation and Finance where deeds or other instruments of 

3 conveyance do not state the true consideration or sales price of the property, 

4 which is the subject of appeal, the United States documentary stamps, if any, 

5 attached to such deeds or instruments shall be admitted as prima facie evi-

6 dence of the true consideration or sales price of the said property. 
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1 lG. Frion the filing of n petition of appoal Jr,' an,v taxpayer, or taxing 

2 district, with the Division of Tax Appeals in the State Department of Taxa-

3 tion and Finance, pursuant to sect~on ,)4 :2-:);), or sedion G4 :~-:n or Ewciion 

4 54 :2-39 of the Revised Statu'tcs, such tnxpayel' or taxing district fili113· such 

5 petition shall pay to the secretary of the clivision a fee of one dollar ($1.00) 

6 for each petition where the assessed valuation of the riroperty described in 

7 such pt>tition is ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) or less, and a fee of two 

8 dollars {$2.00) for each petition where tho assessed valnation of such prop-

9 erty is more than ten thousand dollars ( $10,000.00). 

1 17. Section 54 ::3-22 of the Revised Statutes is amenclecl to read as fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 :3-22. The hoard shall thereupon make such order respecting the time 

4 and manner for heari11g the appeal as it may deem just, and shall summarily 

5 hear and determine the appeal, and revise and correct the asRessment in ac-

6 cordanee with the true \'alne of thP taxable prnpNty. All appeals filed pur-

7 suant to the provisions of c·lrnpter '. hre<: of 'Tit .J-t of Ow H<~vised Sln~ntes 

8 shall be heard nnd (181cnni1w(l ln' ihe hn::i·d. Ii mny compel the attcnclaneo 

9 of 'vitnosses, Uw prod11eiim1 of hooks am1 papers before it, examine wit-

10 nesses or cause witnesses to ho o~::nnined nndor onth before it, which oath 

11 may be administered by a mcmhor of th0 boa rd. 

12 In any proceeding before the bmnd whore dee(l:c: or otlier instruments 

13 of conveyance do not stnt0 the 1riw consi(h•rntion or snlos pri<"e of tho prop-

14 eity, which is tho subject of appeal, tho Cnitetl Stafos doeumontary stamps 

15 attached, if any, to such deeds or in,,irnments fihall bo <hlmitted as prima 

16 facie evidence of the true consideration or sales p1·i"'~ uf H10 snid property. 

1 18. Section 54 :3-2G of Hrn Ro>'isc:d 8, atutos is nmcnded to re~Hl ns fol-

2 lows: 

3 54 ::3-26. The county board of taxation :;bdl hear and determine all 

4 such appeals within three months ~ifter '. lw la~:t day for filin,'~· sn( h appeals, 

5 and shall keep a record of iL::l juch~·monh Hwn'on in ~wnnanc1d form, mid 

6 shall transmit a rnemorarnbm of ib- juclgrnent to the ta:qiayer, and in all 
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7 cases where the amount of tax to be paid shall be changed as a result of an 

8 appeal, to the collector of tho taxing district. 

9 '\Vhere no appeal is taken to the Division of Tax Appeals in the State 

10 Department of Taxation and Finance to review the action or determination 

11 of tho county board involving real property the judgment of the county 

12 board shall be conclusive and binding upon the municipal assessor and the 

13 taxing district for the assessment year, and for the two assessment years 

14 succeeding the assessment year, covered by the judgment, except as to 

15 changes in value of the property occurring after the assessment date. Where 

16 such changes are alleged the petition of appeal shall specifically set forth 

17 the nature of the changes relied upon as the basis for such appeal. 

1 19. This act shall take effect immediately 
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