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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S. 24:16L4-26
(Suspended sentence - expunging record)

L. 1931, Chapter 3.5, §1,2,3 - ST9 SN W, I

Introduced January 26 by Senator Leap.
Not amended during passage.
No statement.

We searched the following without success:

New Jersey Law Journal, Jan.-June 1931.
N.J. Judicial Council Reports, 1930-1936.

L. 1936, Chapter 17L, $2 & 3 - 4293
Introduced February 3 by Wilensky.
Not amended during passage.
Bill had statement (copy of original bill with statement enclosed).
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Revision of 1951 (Title 24) o
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Changed amount to $1,000.
185 W. State Street
Trenton, N. J.
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Recent attempts to amend this statute:

Vorod

e

1956 =~ A603 -~ Introduced Sept. 17 by Mr. Newton.
Nov. 29 Amended in Assembly - Passed Assembly.
Jan. 8 - Passed Senate.
March 1 « Filed in State Library by Governor
(copy of all forms of bill and veto message enclosed
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1959 ~ ALBO - Introduced February 9 by Biber (and others).
Not amended during passage. )
Vetoed by Governor (copy of bill and veto message enclosed).
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SENATE, No. 79

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED JANUARY 26, 1931
By Mr. LIFAD
Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of the lLaws

AN Acr to remove any disabilities heretofore existing agaiust any person by reason of a
criminal conviction whereon sentence was suspended and where no subsequent con-
viction has been had against such person after a lapse of twenty years and to pre-

scribe the procedure to obtain the benefits of this act,

1 BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1 1. In all cases wherein a criminal conviction has been entered against any person
2 whereon sentence was suspended and no subsequent conviction has been entered
3 against such person, it shall be lawful after the lapse of twenty years from the date of
4 said conviction for the person so convicted to present a'duly verified petition to the
5 court wherein such conviction was entered, sctting forth all the facts in the matter
6 and praying for the relief provided for in this act.

1 2. Upon reading and filing such petition the said court may by order fix a time,
2 not less than ten nor more than thirty days thercafter for the hearing of said matter,
3 a copy of which order shall be served in the usual manner upon the prosecutor of
4 the pleas for the county wherein said court is located, within five days from the date of
5 said order, and at the time so appointed the court shall hear the said matter and if
6 no material objection is made and no reason appears to the contrary, an order may be
7 granted directing the clerk of said court to expunge from the records all evidence of
8 said conviction and that the person against whom such conviction was entered shall be

9 forthwith thereafter relieved from such disabilitics as may have heretofore existed by

10 reason thereof.
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1 3.'meme{eushaﬂbetandnmusmlforlhmieuindumm,
Z which fees shall be payable by the petitionor,
1 4. Alllaws or parts of laws inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.
1 5. This act shall take effect immediately.




ASSEMBLY, No. 293

(P. L. 1931, Chap. 345)

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 10, 1936
By Mr. WILENSKY
Referred to Committee on Judiciary

Ax Aor to amend the title and body of an act entitled ‘“An act to remove any
disabilities heretofore existing against any person by reason of a criminal

conviction whereon sentence was suspended, or minor fine imposed, and

where no subsequent conviction has been had against such person after a
lapse of [twenty] ten years and to prescribe the procedure to obtain the
benefits of this act,”” approved April twenty-eighth, one thousand nine

hundred and thirty-one. .

1 BE 17 ENACTED by the Senate »a'fnd General Assembly of the State of New

2 Jersey:
1 1. The title of an act entitled ‘“An act to remove any disabilities here-
2 tofore existing against any person by reason of a criminal convietion

3 whereon sentence was suspended, or minor fine imposed, and where no

4 subsequent conviction has been had against such person after a lapse of
5 [twenty] ten years and to prescribe the procedure to obtain the benefits
6 of this act,”” approved April twenty-eighth, one thousand nine hundred and
7 thirty-one, is hereby amended to read as follows: ‘‘An act to remove any
8 disabilities heretofore existing against any person by reason of a criminal

9 conviction whereon. sentence was suspended, or minor fine imposed, and

10 where no subsequent convietion has been had against such person after a

11 lapse of [t{wenty] ten years and to prescribe the procedure to obtain the

12 benefits of this act.”
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1 2. Section one of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the
2 same is hereby amended so that the same shall read as follows:
3 1. In all cases wherein a eriminal conviction has been entered against

4 any person whereon sentence was suspended, or a fine imposed of not more

5 than five hundred dollars ($500.00), and no subsequent conviction has been

——

6 entered against sueh person, it shall be lawful after the lapse of [{wenty] |

7 ten years from the date of said convietion for the person so convicted to

8 present a duly verified petition to the court wherein such conviction was
9 entered, setting forth all the facts in the matter and praying for the relief
10 provided for in this aet.

1 3. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory be and the
2 saine is hereby amended so that the same shall read as follows:

3 2. Upon reading and filing such petition the said court may by order
4 fix a time, not less than ten nor more than thirty days thereafter for the
5 hearing of said matter, a copy of which order shall be served in the usual
6 manner upon the prosecutor of the pleas for the county wherein said court

7 is located, and upon the chief of police or other executive head of the

8 police department of the city or municipality wherein said offense was
9 committed, within five days from the date of said order, and at the time so
10 appointed the court shall hear the said matter and if no material objection
11 is made and no reason appears to the contrary, an order may be granted
12 directing the clerk of said court to expunge from the records all evidence
13 of said conviction that the person against whom such conviction was en-
14 tered shall be forthwith thereafter relieved from such disabilities as may

15 have heretofore existed by reason thereof, excepting convictions involving

16 the following crimes: treason, misprision of treason, anarchy, hostility to

17 government, all capital cases, perjury, carrying concealed weapons or

18 weapons of any deadly nature or type, rape, seduction, aiding, assisting or

19 concealing persons accused of high misdemeanors, or aiding the escape of

20 inmates of prisons, embracery, arsom, robbery or burglary.

1 4, This act shall take effect immediately.



STATEMENT
/ ' The purpose of this act is to assist only those persons who have one
single conviction against them, and from the time of the conviction and for a
period of ten years thereafter have lived exemplary lives during that time and
are able to show by their petifion that they have made a complete moral
change. It will rest with the judge hearing the matter to decide by the exer-
cise of his discretion whether the petitioning party would be entitled to this
relief. Thié act reduces the period from twenty to ten years and provides
notice to the chief of police of the municipality in addition to the prosecutor.

Similar provision to chapter 160, laws of 1930.

Ny



ASSEMBLY, No. 603

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 17, 1956
By Mrs. NEWTON

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

i

Ax Acr concerning criminal procedure, and supplementing chapter 164 of Title

2A of the New Jersey Statutes.

1 Be 11t ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New
2 Jersey: |

1 1. In all cases wherein a criminal complaint or accusation has been filed
2 in any court and such complaint or accusation has been dismissed or with-
3 drawn, or where no indictment has been found upon the charge therein con-
4 tained and no subsequent complaint or accusation has been made upon the
5 same charge, the court wherein the said complaint or accusation was filed
6 shall havé jurisdiction to hear and determine an application by the person
7 charged in sald complaint or accusation, to expunge from the records of the
8 court all evidence of said complaint or accusation and of the proceedings
9 thereon, provided 10 years shall have'elapsed from the date of the ﬁling of
10 the said complaint or accusation. Any such.application shall be made upon
11 notice to the county prosecutor of the county wvherein such court is located
12 and upon such other persons as the court may in its discretion direct. The
13 court shall hear any such application in a summary manner upon not less
14 than 10 nor more than 30 days’ notice as .aforesaid.uUpon the hearing, if no
15 material objection is made and no reason appears to the contrary, an order
16 may be granted directing the clerk‘\of such court to expunge from the rec-

17 ords all evidence of said complaint or accusation and the proceedings thereon.



J
18 For services performed under this act the same fees shall be taxed as are
19 usual for like services in other matters, which fees shall be payable by the
20 applicant.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



" ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 603
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Amend page 1, section 1, line 9, after ‘“‘thercon,’” omit ‘‘provided 10 years

shall have elapsed from the date of the filing of the said complaint or accusa-

tion.”’, insert ‘‘at any time thereafter.”



[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT]

ASSEMBLY, No. 603

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 17, 1956
By Mrs. NEWTON
Referred to Committee on Judiciary

Ax Acr concerning criminal procedure, and supplementing chapter 164 of Title

2A of the New Jersey Statutes.

1 BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the Stdte of New
2 Jersey:
1 1. In all cases wherein a criminal complaint or accusation has been filed
2 in any court and such complaint or accusation has been dismissed or with-
3 drawn, or where no indictment has been found upon the charge therein con-
4 taiﬁed and no subsequent complaint or accusation has been made upon-the
5 same charge, the court wherein the said complaint or accusation was filed
6 shall have jurisdiction o hear and determine an application by the person
7 charged in said complaint or accusation, to expunge from the records of the
8 court all evidence of said complaint or accusation and of the proceedings
9 thereon, [provided 10 years shall have eclapsed ffom the date of the
10 filing of the said complaint or accusation.] at any time there-
10a after. Any such application shall be made wupon notice to the
11 county p‘rosecuto’r of the county wherein such court is located
12 and 1'1pon such other persons as the court may in its discretion direct. The
13 court shall hear any such application in a summary manner upon not less
14 than 10 nor more than 30 days’ notice as aforesaid. Upon the hearing, if no

15 material objection is made and no reason appears to the contrary, an order

EXPLANATION—Maner enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted
and is intended to be omitted in the law.



2
16 may be granted directing the clerk of such court to expunge from the rec-
17 ords all evidence of said qqmplaint or accusation and the proceedings thereon.
18 IFor services performed under this act the same fees shall be taxed as are
19 usual for like services in other matters, which fees shall be payable by the

20 applicant.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.::.



STATE OF NEW JLRSEY
Eyveoutive Depericent
ASSEMBLY BILL NO, 603

STATEMENT

I am filing Assembly Bill No. 603 in the State Library without my
npprovalo

Assembly Bill HNo, 603 would. authorize a court in which:'a criminel
complaint or accusation has been made to expunce from the records of
the court all evidence of the complaint or accusation and of the pro-.
ceedings thereon if the complaint or sccusation has been dismissed or
withdram‘l or no indictment has been found upon the charge and no sub-
sequent complaint or accusation has been mede on the same charge. The
application is to be made on notice to the county prosecutor and may be
made at' any time after the happening of the events authorizing such order.

The Legislature adjourned sine die on January 8, 1957, at which
time this bill was delivered to me., Under the Constitﬁtion, Articl.e v,
Section I, paragraph 1li(b), the Governor has L5 days, Sundays excepted,
ofter such adjo\urnmen’o within which to sinn this measure if he sheall
epprove it. Failing such approvel the bill do‘es not become law, 1In
such a situation the Constitution does not provide for a veto, but since
I have determined not to approve this bill in its present form, I deem

it to be in the public interest to state the reasons for my decision,

-

I am advised by the Attorney General and the County Prosecutor;
that the bill in its present form would hamper their law enforcement
activities, It is recognized among law enforcement officials that in
nmany criminal investigations information obtained from records of arrests
and complairits is of great value, Court records thereof often contain
details which the bare record of arrests maintained by local police
authorities, the State Police and the Federal Bureau of Identification
“ould not reveal. The records of the last mentioned groups would be unaffected

by this bill.
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The bill's reference to situations "where no indictment has been
7ound upon the charge therein conteined and no subsequent complaint
or sccusation has been made upon the same charge" is ambiguous, How
lont is to be ellowed for en indictment to be found? Moreover, the
statute  of limitations in criminsl cases is 5 years and complaints
can be filed within that statutory period even though a prior complaint
nesed on the alleged of fense has not resulted in zn indictment, The
record of the prior proceeding may become important if a new complaint
is filed.

The reference in the bill to complaints or accusations which have

veen "withdrawn" might be construed as effecting legislative authorization

-

for a radical change in ouwr criminal procedure which would not be justified.

Under our law, complainants may not withdrew criminal complaintis at

¥ill, 4 crimimal complaint once made may be disposed of only by dismissal

after hearing in accordance with the rules, action by the Grand Jury in
[ 4
returning an indictment or voting no bill or on motions to dismiss the

indictment or accusation,

As originally introduced, the bill permitted the application to be

nede 2fter 10 years had elepsed from the date of the filing of the complaint

or accusation, Thet provision wes deleted before final passage and the

provision inserted allowinz the application to be made at sny time after

the disposal of the complaint.
I am informed that the primary interest of the sponsor of this
legislation is to provide the reﬁedy suggested in cases of complaints

more than 10 years old. I would be willing to approve the bill in the

form in which it was originally introduced if reference to withdrawal of

complaints were deleted therefrom,

I, therefore, am filing Assembly Bill No. 603 without my signature,

Pobert 3. Meyner
Governor
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ASSEMBLY, No. 480

STATE OF NL..W JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 9, 1959

By Assemblymen BIBER, KEEGAN, SWICK, WEGNER

and Assemblywoman KORDJA

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

Ax Acr concerning criminal procedure, and supplementing chapter 164 of Title

2A of the New Jersey Statutes.

1 Bz 1r exacrEp by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New
2 Jersey:
1 1. In all cases wherein a criminal complaint or accusation has been filed
2 in any court and such complaint or accusation has been dismissed or with-
3 drawn, or where no indictment has been found upon the charge therein con-
4 tained and no subsequent complaint or accusation has been made upon the
5 same charge, the court wherein the said complaint or accusation was filed
6 shall have jurisdiction to bear and defermine an application by the person
7 charged in said complaint or accusation, to expunge from the records of the
8 court all evidence of said complaint or accusation and of the proceedings
9 thereon, at any time thereafter. Any such application s;hall be made upon
10 notice to the county prosecutor of the county wherein such court is located
11 and upon such other persons as the court may in its discretion direct. The
12 court shall hearl any such application in a summaiy manner upon not less
13 than 10 nor more than 30 days’ notice as aforesaid. Upon the hearing, if no
14 material objection is made and no reason appears to the contrary, an order

15 may be granted directing the clerk of such court to expunge from the. rec-

»
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16 ords all evidence of said complaint or accusation and the proceedings thereon.

17 For services performed under this act the same fees shall be taxed as are
18 usual for like services in other matters, which fees shall be payable by the

19 applicant.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

January 12, 1960
Assembly Bill No. 480

7o the General Assembly:-

I return Assembly Bill No. 480 without my approval for
the following reasons:

The bill provides that when a criminal complaint or
accusation has been filed and has been dismissed or with-
drawn, the court in which it was filed may order all evi-
dence of the complaint and the proceedings expunged from
the record. The same provision would apply when no indict-
ment was found on the charge and no subsequent complaint was
made on the same charge. The expungement order is limited
to the court in which the complaint was filed. Notice of
application by the accused is to be given to the county pros-
ecutor and such others as the court may direct,

The concept of the bill is presumably patterned after
N.J.S. 2A:164-28 which provides for expungement of the record
of conviction in certain cases, Presumably, it is reasoned’
that a like amnesty from the record should be extended to
persons against whom a charge was made but was dismissed or
withdrawn, but the proposal suffers from a number of fatal
defects.

In the first place, the record of dismissal is the very
means by which the accused can prove that the charge was not
proved; he would be ill-advised to expunge it. Second, the
order would only expunge records in the court where the com-
plaint was filed; a criminal complaint can and does generate
e host of records in other places, and these would remain in
existence but robbed of the official record to sustain them.
Some of these records are beyond the power of the state to
expunge, such as those which are sent to federal law enforce~
ment agencies, Nor is it clear just how the expungement would -
be accomplished, Would the jacket with the original papers
be destroyed? How would the record be expunged from the
bound volumes in which the court minutes are written? What
would be done if the compleint were filed in the municipal
court and transferred to the county court for grand jury
consideration? Suppose there had been a convietion, and a
reversal on appeal followed by a dismissal on the new trialj
how would the printed record on appeal in our casebooks be
expunged? In what way would any newspaper accounts of the
charge, or the personal recollections of those involved, be
expunged? Suppose one with personal knowledge of the event
were to declare its occurence, and be sued for defamation; ‘
where would he get proof of the truth if the record were gone?



STATE OF NEW JERSEY
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Assembly Bill No. 480 -2 -

’

It mey be argued that some of these troublesome
considerations apply with equal force to N.J.S. 24:164-28
but that merely raises the question whether the present
stetute is a wise one. At least under the present act,

a period of 10 years must elapse before any application

- may be made, and the accused's conduct over that period
may provide a sound basis for judging whether rehabilitation

is complete. In eddition, the language of the present
act indicates that there is an intention to limit it to
cases where the record shows but a single conviction.

In the present bill, there is no required waiting period,
and the only restriction is that there be no subsequent
complaint on the same charge; presumably an expungement
would be permitted in the face of a string of complaints
and even convictions so long as they were on different

charges.

It is difficult to Jjustify the expungement of official
records on any ground. Expungement runs counter to the
very purpose for which official records are kept, and mere
expungement of the record does not serve to erase the fact
itself, The kind of record involved in this bill is often
of great value to law enforcement officers and to the public,
If these records result in the creation of a problem to the
persons involved, some device or routine other than expunge-~
ment should be sought as the solution,

Respectfully,
ROBERT B. MEYNER
GOVERNOR

[ SEAL] R

Attest:
H., CURTIS MEBANCR

Acting Secretary to the Governor

4
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ASSEMBLY No. 986

—_————————

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED MAY 5, 1969
By Assemblyman MORAITES
(Without Reference)

AN Act concerning expunging records of arrest under certain
circumstances, and amending section 2A :164-28 of the New

Jersey Statutes.

" Bi IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

of New Jersey:

1. Section 2A:164-28 of the New Jersey Statutes is amended to

read as follows:

2A:164-28. a. In all cases wherein a criminal convietion has
been entered against any person whercon sentence was suspended,
or a fine imposed of not more than $1,000.00 and no subsequent con-
viction has been entered against such person, it shall be lawful
after the lapse of 10 years from the date of such conviction for the
person so convicted to present a duly verified petition to the court
wherein such conviction was entered, setting forth all the facts in
the matter and praying for the relief provided for in this section.

b. In all cases wherein a person is accused of and arrested for a
violation of the disorderly persons law, misdemeanor or high mis-
demeanor, but acquitted or otherwise not convicted, it shall be law-
ful for such person to present a duly verified petition to the court
setting forth all the facts in the matter and praying for the relief
provided for in this section.

Upon reading and filing such petition such court may by order
fix a time, not less than 10 nor more than 30 days thereafter, for the
hearing of the matter, a copy of which order shall be served in the
usual manner upon the prosccutor of the county wherein such court
is located, and upon the chief of police or other executive head of the
police department of the municipality wherein said offense was
committed, or was alleged to have been committed, within 5 days
from the date of such order, and at the time so appointed the court

shall hear the matter and if no material objection is made and no
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reason appears to the contrary, an order may be granted direeting
the elerk of such court to expunge from the records all evidence of
said arrest or conviction and that the person against whom such
arrest or conviction was centered shall be forthwith thereafter
relieved from such disabilities as may have heretofore existed by
reason thereof, excepting convictions involving the following
erimes: treason, misprision of treason, anarchy, all capital cases,
kidnapping, perjury, carrying concealed weapons or weapons of
any deadly nature or type, rape, seduction, aiding, assisting or con-
cealing persons accused of high misdemeanors, or aiding the escape
of inmates of prisons, embracery, arson, robbery or burglary.

For services performed under this section the same fees shall be
taxed as are usual for like services in other matters, which fees shall
be payable by the petitioner. .

For the purposes of subsection b. of this act, an arrest as
described herein shall not be considered an arrest for the purpose
of qualifying for employment or for any other position or advance-
ment.

2. This act shall take effcet immediately.
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Exrcurive DeparinioNT

Jannary 13, 1970

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 939

To the General Assembly:
Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Pavazraph 14(a) of tha Consti-
tution, 1 herewith return Assembly Dill No. A-9856 without wy approval.
Asseably Bill No., 935 would ancnd Szction 2A4:164-23 of the New
Jersay Statutes by providing for the expuazement of arcest records of

individuals azcquitted or otherwise not coavicted of any crime upon pres-~

entation of a verified petitioa to the Couri. Present law provides that, ' m
in those cases where santence was suspended on a criminal coaviction ox b

a fine was imposad of less than $1,000, individuals so counvicted or fined
may petition the Couxrt 10 years after the date of such coaviction for the
expungement of all evidence relating to the conviction. Under chis amead- A
ment which would exitend the expangidment process to azrest records, no time
period must pass before a petition may be entertained by the court.

A-985 establishes no criteria for che exercise of tha judge's
discretion in gvanting or denyinz the petition but presumably is intended
to permit expungemani in the full range of situations which result in an
individual's being acquitted or otharwis2 not coavicted,

A simnilaxr H111l which would have peranitted the expungement of
criminal complaints or accusatioas when they were dismissad ox withdrawn
was passad ovar ten vears ago. Tae reasonlng supporiing the veto of this
measure remains cogent in texrms of A-936;

"...the record of dismissal i3 the very means by walzh the

accused can prove that the'chatge was not proved; He would

be ill-advised to expunge it. Second, the order would oaly

expung2 recocds in the courc wheve the conplaint was filed;

a criminal counplaint van and does zenovate a host.of recocds

in othevr placas, and taes2 would romain in existence but

robbed of the official rocowd to sustain them.  Som2 of

thesa vecords arz dayond the pourv of tha staia to expunge,

such as those which are sont to fedocal law coforcement

ageacies,"

Veto Message, Assembly Bill No, 4850,1960




STATE OF INEW JENSEY
Exrcurive DeEparTMENT
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Assambly Bill No. 935

Unforcunately, A=936 will only conpound che diffizultizs already
found ia N.J.S. 2A:164-23. Basic to the weakness of the presant statute,

and unchanged ia the anzadiag hill, is the lack of adequat: legislative

o

direction as to ihe m2aning of expuuazemant and cthe scope of its practical
application once grantead., Althoagh ouv presaat expunzemani startuts: orig-

inated ia 1331, to this date, N2y Jevsey courts have not rendered a judi-

cial definition of that tern i1 applicatinn to the staimnie, TIn Fornal

Opiaion No. 44 by the Attoracy Geneval o’ New Jevsey issued under date of

October 23, 1953, it was opined chab sxpungoment, once accomplishad by

cour” order, do2s not hava the atiribuces of a full pardon. Additionally,
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ced, expungement would not appear to constitut2 a
as to restore ihe 2ssontial status of the successful petitionar, notwith-
stauding the wocding ia the statuiz that such pevrson shall be reliesved Irom
such disabilities as had existced by ¢eason of the prior conviction. This
provision thus clesaxziy appears to warrant further study and elarification
before the expuangement statute is extended to even the most justified of

petitions.

Any ovder grantiag a vetition ander the expunza2asnt process whiczh

T
would now ba applied Co arvests directs'"...the clzark of such coustt ko expunge
pp 3

from the records all avidence of sald arvest or conviction.,,.'" In vecog-

1at the descruction of such court records alone provides liuited

N

relief to the petitionavr, A-285 also provides tha: "For the puvposes of

cubsaziion b (the petition process) an azwvest as described herein shall
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or advancemont.'" Tals language is objectiounable

and woald fail to azhisve its puvpos2 as it seams to applv its vazae ca2liaf

to all petizionors ualar seciion byevaen those whose petitinons aze denlead,
In addition, A-936 is techul:zally defsctive. Tae outive patizion

01 aon-conviction peiitions, The oriziia®l peovision, that which dealt wic

convistion oxpunramoal s
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by A-935 with 2o

courc prova2ss to follow.
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Asszimbiy Bill No. 9385 Page 3
- gy
The provisions of A-985 afford no veliefl for the indigent whare .ﬂ
LE
.
the buzdens of past records is self-evident, Tne Public Defonder is pres- 4
s . s . i B FoE - . . - ¥
ently not wmpoveraed to represent the indigeun in such petitions for celief,
Uniil his pouers are so exteaded, A-985 will remala a vehicle for those
. “wv
elamants w2ll ablz to pav for the destruction of any evidence agaiast them. bl s

I recogaize that too often the stizma of once having beon acresied

T <1

remaias with an Tadividual 2vea though ha was falsely accused or has been
demonstrably rehabilitaszed, | :”J

I urge thereforz, as I disapprove this particular neasure, that ‘
its worthy iatent of protacting the inuncent be arved and that the
entire expungement process be carefally studizd and reliaed by the Criminal
Law Revision Stady Commission at its earliest opporbunity.

I an vetarniag Assembly 8111 No. 939 izo the Genaval Assawbhiy with-
out my appioval.,

—
Attest:
Acting Secretary to the Govarno:z
@,
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