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'PALISADES INTERSTATE PARK ld 

It 
);THE HENRY HUDSON DRIVE. 
). 

In 1909 the State of New Jersey, as her share of the cele­
~ , 
ld

bration of the tercentenary of the discovery of the Hudson 
River and in order to commemorate this event in an appro­
priate manner, "authorized and directed the Commissioners III 

Idof the Palisades Interstate Park to layout, construct and main- ' 
tain a drive through the said Palisades Interstate Park, said, ' e, 

drive to be known as the 'Henry Hudson Drive,' and also suit­ ~r 

able spurs to connect said Henry Hudson Drive with the river a­
0,and the top of the Palisades Cliffs."a 
s-In 1910 Mrs. E. H. Harriman proposed to the State of , )f

New York that she would give for park purposes a tract of
 
10,000 acres of land in the Highlands of the Hudson and a
 

, 1S million dollars in' cash. In connection with this great gift 
other individuals subscribed $1,500,000 for purposes of the a 

\ Park on certain conditions, among which were:, e­
191. That the State of New York appropriate two and a 

halfmillions tothe use of the Commissioners of the Palisades 
m 

I ;h
Interstate Park for -acquiring land.r building roads and gen­

1t
eral park purposes. 

)1'
2. That the State of New Jer~ey appropriate such an le 

amount as the Commissioners of the Palisades Interstate Park
 
should deem to be its fair share.
 

in 
3. That the jurisdiction of the Commissioners of the :l.t 

Palisades Interstate Park be so extended as to embrace the .1­
new lands and that all these...appropriations and contributi0D:8 lS 

be placed in the custody ~f,the Commissioners. ' ,~o 

• Chapter 110 of the'Law~of1909. 
, ~. 

. . ;.~':' ~ ~ 

" 

.....
 



I 
; I" 

.-.. ' 

_,..--" • .,-'". I .... 

The State of New Jersey, as her share toward the carry­
ing out of this plan, appropriated the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars, payable in amounts of one hundred thousand , 
dollars in each consecutive year for five years.s . '! 

, 'Of the $500,000 thus appropriated the first instalment 
/	 of $100,000 was included in the Appropriations Act of 1910; 

the second of $100,000 in the Appropriations Act of 1912; 
the third of $100,000 in the Appropriations Act of 1914, and 
the fourth of $75,000 in the Appropriations Act of 1916. 

The Henry Hudson Drive should normally have begun 
at the southern end of the Palisades at Fort Lee and 
been constructed northward to the 'New York State line, 
Owing to the fact, however, that several tracts of land under 
the Palisades just north of Fort Lee, now under condemna­
tion, were not, at the'time of the passage of the Act of 1910, :. 

. ~	 , I 

"under the control of the Commissioners, it was found neces­
sary to begin the Drive at Englewood, two miles north of
 
Fort Lee.
 

The Englewood Approach to the Drive, therefore, was I 

begun in 1912 and completed in 1915. The Approach is a I 

. brick-paved road of solid concrete and rock foundation, safe- , 
guarded for its entire length by masonry walls, connecting I 

at the foot of the Palisades with the Englewood and Dyckman . 
St. (New York) Ferry, and at the top via Palisades Ave. with, • 
Englewood. The Approach cost $314,000.00. Of this amount 
60% was defrayed out of the New Jersey appropriations for 
the Henry Hudson Drive; 40% out of contributed funds in the 
hands of the New York Commission. 

Upon the completion of the Englewood Approach in
 
August, 1915, construction of the Drive northward from that
 
point was immediately undertaken. The location adopted fol­


.lows an old road known as Undercliff Avenue, which runs 
northward from Englewood Dock for a distance of 1 6/10 
miles. From the end of Undercliff Avenue the location con- I 

,. Chapter 124 of the Laws of 1910. 

" 
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tinues along the talus well back from the paths and above the 
shore, thus keeping away from the portion of the Park most 
used by picnickers and pedestrians. This location places the 
Drive at elevations varying between 100 and 200 feet above 
the river. At some points the Drive runs directly along the 
foot of the steep cliffs and affords magnificent views up and 
down the Hudson River valley. At a point about one-half mile 
south of Alpine Landing, where a large plaza is under con- . 
struction,. the Drive forks. One branch climbs the slope and 
connects with the Boulevard on top of the Palisades near AI­
'pine; the other branch leads down to the Alpine Landing and 
affords access to the Alpine-Yonkers ferry. The latter, known, 
as the Alpine Approach, is being paid for out of contributed 
funds in the hands of the New York Commission. 

The section from the Englewood Approach to the Boulevard 
at Alpine is 5% miles and the spur to Alpine dock is ¥2 mile 
in length. Of this 1~ miles is entirely completed and the rest 

. is sub-graded. According to the estimates of the Commission's 
engineers, the $125,000 still due from the $500,000 appro­ . r 
priated in 1910, should suffice to complete the Englewood-Al­ s 
pine section of the Drive. 

The $500,000 that will become available upon enactment n 

of the Glover billa. now pending is intended for the use of the 
Commissioners in continuing the construction of the Henry 

1­

.d 

Hudson Drive and further developing the Park. a 
of 
at 

THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY. 
y­

W11l'1\ completed tho Henry Hudson Drive will constitute :at 
the southern end of a great interstate highway along the west 00 
bank of the Hudson River from Fort Lee to Albany. The ;cd 
Drive will connect with the New York State highway system led 
at the State line by means of the Boulevard and will continue 
through Sparkill, Nyack and Congers to Stony Point. Bear loe 

.' -Assembly, No. 32• 
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1\tour;i;ain, West Point and Newburgh. From Nyack to West
 
i Point the Highway is now in use, and from West Point along
 

. t ' the eastern slope of Crew's Nest and Storm King Mountains 
) '. to Cornwall it is under construction. When the Palisades I Interstate Park Commission acquires all of the Hook Moun­
l tain water front the Highway will follow the river along the 
1 eastern slope of that mountain. When all the sections of 

·1 '. the highway have been finished it will be the greatest scenic 
attraction in the eastern portion of the United States. 

THE PALISADES INTERSTATE PARK IN NEW JERSEY 

The New Jersey Section of the park, 11 miles in length, 
'contains the wonderful range of cliffs, famous the world over 
as the Palisades 01 the Hudson, with all the land sloping from 
the cliffs down to .the shore of the Hudson. This is being 
preserved in its natural wildness and beauty and at the same 
time has been made accessible as a playground close by the i 

I great cities of New Jersey and New York. , I
I 

'i The Henry Hudson Drive will constitute the main artery 

I of travel through the New Jersey section of the Palisades 
I Interstate Park. 

Along the river front of the Park there have been 
constructed 14 docks where launches and excursion steam­
ers land. Points of special interest are the Englewood 
playground of five acres, with two large pavilions and, a 
motor boat harbor 1100 feet x 200 feet, where hundreds of 
craft can moor or find anchorage; a playground of two acres at 
Alpine, with a boat harbor 800 feet x 180 feet; a large play­
ground at 'Forest View, comprising 15 acres, with two great 
docks for excursion steamers and a boat harbor 400 feet x 400 
feet. At the latter place 10,000 persons can be accommodated 
at one time. In one season over 90,000 visitors have Ianded 
at this playground alone. 

Along the shore are bathing beaches, several canoe 
beaches, ample paths for pedestrians, besides numerous camp 
sites at the northern end of the Park. 

,/ -us ( S 6 .~. 
~ 



On top of the Palisades the Commissioners have acquired
 
several tracts of undeveloped land that are being improved to
 
accord with the Park plans. The largest. of these-200 acres
 
in extent-lies at Greenbrook, midway between Englewood
 
and Alpine. This tract is heavily timbered and of rare scenic
 
beauty. It will contain, if present plans are found practicable,
 

\ an artificial lake of 25 acres and spacious picnic grounds.
 
. It will be an ideal place for winter sports.
 

I Including the value of lands donated, the New Jersey 
section of the Park has cost to date approximately $2,000,000,
 

I of which about 20% was derived from the New Jersey ~tate
 

I appropriations and 80% from other sources.
 
I
 

I THE PALISADES INTERSTATE PARK IN NEW YORK.
 

II The New Jersey section of the Park is a part of the inter­
I' state park system that embraces three sections in New York. ,I

At Blauvelt, near Nyack, lies a tract of 500 acres, for­II 
merly the state rifle range, donated by the State of New York, ~ 
and now devoted to a summer camp for working girls con­

ducted under the management of the Young Women's Chris­
"I 
tian Association. Over 2200 young women were in camp there I 

I	 during the summer' of 1916, each one for a period of two
 
weeks. The charge is $3.75 per week per person.
 

I
 

f Hook Mountain, between Nyack and Haverstraw, five
 
t . miles in length, was until recently entirely in the hands of
 
I quarrymen, who had blasted away a large part of its slope
 s 
I facing the river. All these quarries have now been purchased 
t or are under condemnation. The Interstate Highway will e 

ultimately run along the river slope of this mountain. 
I	 ' 

Bear Mountain and the Harriman section of the Interstate
 I Park.now co~prise over 25,000 acres of mOl~ntain and forest
 
I land In the HIghlands of the Hudson, extending back through
 

I Orange and Rockland Counties to Tuxedo. Two docks at Bear 
I t Mountain afford a landing place for excursion steamers and 



'I
 
r,"

the Hudson Day Line boats. The Bear Mountain Inn, erected 

at a cost of ~200,000, affords refreshmennts at three different 
. ·ranges of prices, malting it available for the economical excur­

sionist as well as for the fastidious automobilist. A magnifi­

cent drive leads from the Inn to Southfields and Tuxedo. The 
~, 

Drive is eleven' miles in length and was constructed by the
 

Commissioners at a cost of $33,000 a mile. It skirts the shores
 
of eight artificial lakes, some of which are devoted to camping.
 

It is estimated that more than one million persons visited this
 
section of the Park in the summer of 1916.
 

Including the valne of lands donated. the entire park sys- I. 
, tern has cost to date upwards of $8,000,000. Of this amount 

approximately 55% has been derived from private contribu­
tions, 40% prom New York State appropriations, and 5% 
from New Jersey State appropriations. 

At the election in November, 1916, the people of the State
 

of New York approved a bond issue of $2,500,000 for the pur­

chase of land for the Park, $2,500,000 more to be subscribed by
 

individuals as was done in the previous instance. The Legis­


lature of the State of New Jersey is now asked to appropriate
 

$500,000 to complete the Henry Hudson Drive and develop
 

. the New Jersey section of the Park. Such appropriation will 

place at the disposal of the Commissioners a fund of $5,500,­
000, which corresponds with the amount of the fund raised 

in a similar manner in 1910, and wiUenable the Commissioners 

to still further develop their plans for the completion of the 
Park in 'the two' States. 
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..." , , ... d"eov....., ... E1w1." "i." bV E1"'" E1.d'''' 

l'REAMBLE.-Vl.ER""S. by an A" of th' L....I.'U"'.f N.w J.<­

"'Y.' bo.,...f eommi"iun'" known" "Comm;"i.n," uf tho nPali"do'
 gInte"..te p ark" wa' ........ ,be duties of wbi'b ",mmi"r.k. alb,ing to
 
• ""bli,h. in ccuju",tiun with 'h' S'a" .f N.w York. u par on tho
 
f.on' of 'h. Pall"." on ,be I1udson River~rom F.rt Lon. in N.w
 
J ....Y. '0 tho termination of tho Pali"d" in N'" York. and "",,,,bY
 

preserve the scenic beauty of the Palisades; and 
VI_EAS. tho ,ald Pali"d"••Ieven mans .f which are in the Stn" 

of N.w J ..... and one mile in tho Sta" of N.w York, have b"n p,n­
",,,,.d and ,h••oid park "tabli,h.d along ,h. lludson Riv"; ..dn d..be""" ,h. N.w J""'Y "",mi"ion. in "uiu",'io withn a lik. N.w 
York "romi"ion. hav reee ived for 'hi. pUTPO" ,i.'Y·seve 'housan five 
hund"'d d.II'" from tho Sta" of No« J""Y. fo.' hund.od .nd ...... 
",.n 'bo...nd dolla" from tbe Sta" .f N.w yorK and on. hnnd'od and 
thirtY. • 'hou.. ..d five hundred dolla" f,oro private Individuals; 

ndnin 
and VI.-.... tbe S"" of New York i. prepsri....itably and .Iaho­
rntely to eel.b"te the tercentanaTY of ,be di""veTY of the I1udson Riv" 
1>y I10nTY I1udso ; and ate..h ...... it i. fitti.. that the State of N." 

nJersey .honl Ilk"'" ",rom.morate this ...nt in .n 'Ppropri man-
d 

ner; SEC.therefore.1. Th' "mmi"i.n'" .f the Pali,,<I<' Inte."".. Park .'" 
""",bY au'bori"d and di...ted to layout.....tru,t and maintoin • 

, dri.. throug the "id Pali"des Inte"tate Park. "id driva to be kun"" 
bas tbe ..g.nTY D....nDri........d also .uitobl. "'u,., " "nn"t onid 

tlnnTY I1u"' Dri.. with the riv" ..d tb. lop of tb. Pali"d" dItt•. 
nS""." Said ,.mmi"ion." .1 tb. Pali"d" In,.,.,tate Park .ra 

h..eby authoriwl !n ....i.. and .p..d for the purpose h.rein ... forth 

any iifts. c~ntributions 01' bequests. 

\ CBAP'l'ER 124 P. L. 1910. 

A. M' "",I.i•• o. oP ,... , .. ,h. u" ., 'h' ....m...'''''''·· ., " ..\ 

\ 

po,...d" 1.,,, ,, p.,. i. ,.y,,,g .u, nod "",,,,,ti., • d.'"'0 b' "".... on .%.", H"M" Dn":' .,..,g 'h' Hud'" ,,'V" i • 
.... Po'''''''' 1••, ....." P..·• aod i...""'''. ou' "" p"'P'" .,01 
",..., ., "" law .od .h' am"dm.." a.d "PP"""" ",,',,'
 
C'l'eating the said palisades Intel'state Pa·rk. .
 

d
 
l'RE"MnLE.-Vl.ER""S, by Capte' 0 .. I1und.. und'r" of ,h'and

La,,' of ,h. State.f ".w J..... of tho ....• on' thou. nine hund"d 

,. 
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Ii	 and nine, the commissioners of the Palisades Interstate Park were 

authorized and directed to layout, construct and maintain a driveIi 

I'
 
through the Palisades Interstate Po rk, said drive to be known as the
 

. "Henry Hudson Drive," and alsoeuitable spurs to connect said Henry
 
Hudson Drive with the river and with the top of the Palisades cliffs; and
 

WHEREAS, Hen. Charles E, Hughes, Governor of the State of New 
York, in a message transmitted to the Legislature of that State on 
January fifth, one thousand nine hundred and ten, announced a gift to 
the State of New York by Mary W. Harriman of a tract of ten thousand 
acres of land in Rockland and Orange counties, New York, for a State 
park, and of the sum of one million dollars in cash, to be used to pur­
chase additional land intervening between such tract and the Hudson. 
River and in the improvement of the whole; and 

I!
 WHEREAS, said Governor Hughes in his said message also announced
 

;j
 
gifts from several residents of the States of New York, New Jersey and
 
Pennsylvania to the commissioners of the Palisades Interstate Park,
 
a~gregating the sum of one million six hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars in cash, towards the carrying out of the comprehensive plan of 

, \ a park alonrr the west side of the Hudson River, from Fort Lee, in New 
\! 

,
I Jersey, to Newburgh, in New York, and extending westerly to comprise 

\. 
Baid tract given by Mrs. Harriman, upon the following conditions: 

I i (1) That the jurisdiction of the commissioners of the Palisades 
Interstate Park be extended northward to the city of Newburgh and 
westward to include the Ramapo Mountains, and that such gifts from 

1	 Mrs. Harriman be accepted under the custody of such commission. 
i: 
,I (2) That the State of New York appropriate two million five hun­
f dred thousand dollars to the use of the commission for acquiring land, 

building roads and general park purposes. 

(3) That the State of New York abandon the State prison site now 
located within such area. 

(4) . That the State of New Jersey appropriate such an amount as 
the commissioners of the Palisades Interstate Park shall deem to be its 
fair share; therefore, If 

SEC. 1. The sum of five hundrerd thousand dollars is hereby appro-l 
printed, payable in amounts of one hundred thousand donal'S in each 'I 
consecutive year for five years, commencing with .the year one thousand 'I 

. nine hundred and ten, when included in the annual or supplemental ~ 
appropriation bill for such respective years, for the purpose of the use II 
by the commissioners of the Palisades Interstate Park as such cornmis- I 
sioners may deem necessary or proper in carrying out the purposes and II 
intent of said chapter one hundred and ten of the laws of one thousand ! 
nine hundred and nine, approved April sixteenth, one thousand nine I 

hundred and nine, and of chapter eighty-seven of the laws of one thou- 'I 
,and nine hundred, approved March twenty-second, one thousand nine: 
hundred, as amended by chapter one hundred and twelve of the laws I 

of one thousand nine hundred and one, approved March twenty-second, ! 
one ~housnnd nine hundred and one, creating the said Palisades Iter­
.~te Park. 

\.	 
\ 



ASSEMBLY BILL No. 32. 

Introduced January 23, 1917, by Mr. Glover. 

An Act mal;ing a further appropriation f01' the use of the commissioners 
of the Palisades Interstate Park in the fU1,ther development of said 
park and in the completion 0/ a certain drive known as the "Henry 
Hudson Drive," in said park. 

BE IT ENACTED'by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 
Jersey: / 

1. The sum of five hundred thousand dollars is hereby appro­,I	 priated, payable to the Commissioners of the Palisades Interstate Park. 
in amounts of one hundred thousand dollars in each consecutive year for 
five years, commencing with the year one thousand nine hundred and 
eighteen, when included in the annual or supplemental appropriation hill 
for such respective years, for the use of said commissioners in the 
further development of the Palisades Interstate Park. as authorized by 
chapter eighty-seven of the Laws of the State of New Jersey for the 
year one thousand nine hundred, approved March twenty-second. one 
thousand nine hundred, and the several acts amendatory thereof and 
supp!ementary thereto, and in the completion of the "Henry Hudson 

! Drive," as authorized by chapter one hundred and ten of the Laws of 
the State of New Jersey for the year one thousand nine hundred and

'1 nine, approved April sixteenth, one thousand nine hundred and nine, and 
\ by chapter one hundred and twenty-four of the Laws of the State of 

New Jersey for the year one thousand nine hundred and ten, approved 
April eighth, one thousand nine hundred and ten. ' 

2. This act shall be deemed a public act, and shall take effect imme­
diately. 

• STATEMENT. 

The object of. this act Is to appropriate $500,000, payable $100,000 
each year, commencing with the year 1918. 

This money is for the completion of the Henry Hudson Drive and 
Park purposes. ' 

New York State has contributed $2,500,000 and private subscribers 
in New York State have subscribed $2,500,000 on condition that New 
lersey assist to the extent indicated by this bilL 
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HOW THE PALISADES WERE SAVED 

.. ,.,BLOW Fort Lee Point there is but little left of th~f~:.:.··'-. .
t;~\ wild beauty of former years. Here the hand of 

man has reached out and scarred and destroyed 
~:'~{,...;..... . the picturesqueness of the cliffs. Huge factory' 

,Ir:i~.··'.·~·"1·' chimneys rise against jagged quarries. Wretched

L------.i Italian settlements arc crowding out the old es­
tates, and soon nothing of the old-time charms 

will remain. North of Fort Lee muff the ruthless dynamiter 
began to destroy the grandest portion of the ridge. The 
greater portion of old Indian Head was blown asunder to be / 
metamorphosed into flats and skyscrapers in the neighboring \ 
city. The old trees were torn from their roots and the hacking 
and slashing threatened the entire ridge. Well might the old 

\. t~.h&~e exclaimed with Kipling as this work w,ent on:" : 

"Children we nre of the great god Pan
 
Who marvel much b~' the rivcr;
 

How ruthless man can mar the plan
 
Of the wisc nnd bounteous glver,
 

.< '\'e hear nfRr thc sounds of wnr 
As rocks they rend nnd shiverj 

They blast nnd mine and rudely scar 
'fhe pleasant .banks of the river." 

With increasing desecration of the cliffs public indignation 
grew stronger. Protests against the vandalism became more 
nnd more persistent. Various measures for halting the destruc­
tion were proposed. Every movement and every public body 

.' that joined in an effort to save the Palisades helped to pave the 
way for the actual accomplishment which has been achieved by 
the present Palisades Interstate Park Commission. The early 
attempts at preservation, the steps that led up to this efficient 
body, its organization t its methods and its future aims, all con­
stitute a chapter in the history of scenic preservation of vital 
interest and significance, 

The first tangible plan toward protecting the Palisades was 
II. proposal to induce the National Government to secure them 
ror .militlLrypurposca.Supportcrs or this idea induced the. 
sta~ Legialaturcllof,New'·JerseY ~d.!\ew York.to pass bill~ 

;;:: 
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'\ authorizing the appointment of a commission to confer "for the 
acquisition of the Palisades by the United States." This com­
mission consisted of three members from each state. The New 
Jersey commissioners were Henry D. 'Vinton, Edward P. ~lellny 

and Charles D. Thurston. The New York representatives were 
'£noch C. Dell,'Valdo G. Morse and J. James R. Crees, Ac­
cordingly in 1895, under recommendation of the joint commis­
sioners, legislation was introduccd in each state ceding the face 
and water frontage of the ridge to the United States for 11 "mili­
tary fortification and reservation." The respective measures 
were signed by Governor George T. 'Verts, of New Jersey, and 
Governor Levi P. Morton, of New York, and submitted to the 
House Committee on military affairs in the Fifty-fourth Con­
gress. The Palisades were obviously of little value for military 
purposes and the proposal was not accepted. Resubmitted in 
the Fifty-fifth Congress it met with similar fate. 

NEW JERSEY WOMEN TAKE A ,HAND. 
" 

The outlook for preservation following these failures was 

., 

II 

,1 
'! 

discouraging. There seemed to be no plan or hope Cor future 
a~tion. At this junc­
ture the women of r 
New Jersey took up \ 
the work. With per­
sistence and zeal the " j 

, , 
" New Jersey S t a't e 

I 

'Federation of Wo­ t"~;::~·""""'~.~:.:l·~~ ............~~.... '~~;.,.[ ~ '.)~ " , 
men's Clubs began an 
active campaign. The 
first fruits of this 
movement were real-

J!': •'j i' , ' 
!',r ' -, ',I ".;,i . " .(::, J:.:.i/,,! 

.~ ',' j,~ 
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ized in the passage 
of a 'bill in 1899 ,by ~_~t!/' 
the New Jersey State t~~~· 

1:­I'; 
Legislature 
ering the 

empow­
Governor ,.'. ,;, 

.~ .... 
;to, 
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''-­
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II
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to appoint a commit­
tee of five to "report 
upon the present con­
dition of the Pali­
sades and to suggest 
some 'remedy or rem­
edies to prevent the 

-r'r ' """ ':'~~Jc1 " (
~ -,J;;' /:;: .; ~)j.(( .. 

" ! 'I ':r';.k y... .L ,_~ " ,l.'''''"-­ ~, .... ""-,,-,_ ' 
I'lli.ldel II Coytc.ville. Rulhle.s QUlrrymen Were 

GOllginll AWlY the FI.e or Ih. Cliff When Stopped
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Palisades from defacement and depredation." Governor Foster 
l\I. Voorhees signed the enactment and numed as memhers of the 
commission :\IisS.Elizahcth n. \'ermilye, Cecilia Gaines Holland, 
Franklin W. Hopkins, William A. Linn and S. Wood :\1cClave. 

In New York state interest in halting the vandalism was' 
keen. Among the prominent 
friends of thc Palisades in I J 

--""",,,--.. ~ I 
-fl"'"»> 'r"- ~, 

,	 ,New York were Andrew H. 
....." " ••	 I 

"p'Green, "Father of Greater -t•• f ..... ';. -r: .... H#N~." 1· '.~ '·'1" >" 1-". ,,,,,~,, ••:.. ~f40-' , .....:.. _..~." ;New York," President of the '\ if If:..- ' • ,j!,'~ t;'.--"',.,.,....~' .1\ l',~, . . "-0' •American Scenic and His­ If" '[ff.~ . .t '1'~ \ r :> ..: -.: •1" .• , •• ' ~. I' Itor i c Preservation Society '.i .I':: i \ ,''':' '. . ". . ,::"tt. ~;r~.·,r .; l: . (,/., , ,~~and Governor The 0 d 0 r e ""\;'1f' \);; .. ,.. ' . .{.
.. &o~... ,:'. 1,1. ,.", ,,)Roosevelt. The New York ,'h"'~' J ;,;11·'--.·· , ..... \

~'r ,;:.;-r·""'~...:;.,·:·./ . f;Leglslaturepasscd a bill sim­
i., 

I 
. '-.... .i:-~.'-~

··lt~, 
~- "-Ii;;'..·.ilar to that enacted in New	 ...; ..• ~ • I •
 

". .\ JI>.... .# '\ . ~
Jersey and Governor Roose­ , -. ~ -c- -\ • - " ':.I
 
velt appointed as the New ~.:~ '.~~~_.~: ~ -~ ~.~ --~._:-.....~=~
 
York committee at the sug- Bare anlS Ghostly Tre'l Overlooking an Ice.
 

. f 'I d LockelS RIver.
gestIon 0 ,,\ r, Green, Fre ­
erick ,V. Devoe, Frederick S. Lamb, George F. Kunz, Abraham
 
G. Mills and Edward Payson Cone. 

Conferences covering nearly a year were held by both com­

missions. A definite solution of the Palisades problem was de­

cided upon. The committees recommended in their report to the
 
respective state Legislatures that the first important step should
 
be the passage of acts "constituting a permanent Interstate
 
Palisades Park Commission with power to acquire and hold for
 
each state whatever' territory was necessary along the Palisades
 
for an interstate park and thereby preserve the scenefj' of the
 
Palisades-the intention being to form a continuous park along
 
the entire front of the Palisades from Fort Lee, N. J., to Pier­

. mont, N. Y." Five members were to be appointed from each 
state.' 

Legislation to this end was passed by the New York Legis­
lature and approved by Governor Roosevelt :\1arch ££nd, 1900. 

.A bill of similar	 purport was introduced in the XCI, Jersey 
Legislature. It met with hostility. Within and without the If 
Legislature influences were set in motion to kill the measure. 
Powerful opposition was exerted by the quarrying interests. A 

J	 ­2.;&+ i'i,i'Kr::;,; 
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This Chllm!ng Footpath Run. Practically the Whole Lenglh or Ibe P,lisad,. Interat,t. Park. 

portion of the press gave evidence of being subsidized. Legis­
lators themselves worked for its defeat. The friends of the­
proposed enactment maintained an unremitting fight, however, 
and finally by dint of tremendous effort and by yielding to un­
important compromise in certain points, they carried the day, 
The bill was passed and approved by Governor Foster M. 
Voorhees. 

Thus was created the present Interstate Park Commission 
which hassolved one by one the problems of saving the Palisades 
from destruction and converting them into a great pleasure 
ground of priceless value and transcending natural beauty. 

. New Jersey's commissioners as appointed by Governor Voorhees 
were: Abram S. Hewitt, Edwin A. Stevens, Franklin 'V, Hop­
kins, William A. Linn and Abram De Ronde. New York's ap­
pointees were: George W. Perkins, .f.'" DuPratt Whitet Ralph 
'I'rautmann, D. McNeely Stauffer and Nathan F. Barrett, 

The wise judgment shown in these appointments has been 
demonstrated, not only by the efficiency of the members, but also 
by the notable fact that their personnel has remained unchanged 
for upwards of a decade except that the death of two cornmis­
sloners, Abram S, Hewitt and Ralph Trautmann have given 
place to William B. Dana and William H. Porter, 
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: Pallsail.a JMerllale Porli: Palrol Boat. 

WORK OF INTERSTATE PA.RK 
CO~I~llSSIO:N 

;rK~ ',J' ,Of HEN the CO?lmission ~f the Palisades Interstate 
l~:~ W Park began Its labors It hnd on hand appropr1l1­
::r:~-', . tions of $5,000 from New Jersey and $10,000 
'--y':"1---~ from New York. A complete and systematic sur­~ 
l~.J.'i~) ~'ey .of the territory un~er jurisdic~ion was at once 
~" "~ mstItuted as'a foundation for their future work. 
"L_., New Jersey's entire appropriation was devoted to 

this undcrtukir.g, In the New Jersey frontage there were 14'1 
parcels held by ll~ different owners. The survey was attended 
by unusual difficulties. Nothing better illustrates the wilder­
ness character of this region than the difficulty which was ex­
perienced in determining some of the property lines and the 
ownership of certain areas. There was much confusion in 
boundary lines' and 'in some instances no transfer of titles had 
been made for generations. It was a work requiring Il. vast 
amount of patient investigation. In one instance, that of a 
parcel of an acre in size, it was necessary to send a deed convey­
ing an undivided 1/240 interest twice to the state of \Vashing­
ton before the document was properly executed. 

Once the commission's sun-ey. had been completed the vital 
work of preservation W'aS taken up. At intervals along the 
Palisades quarrymen were cleaving huge masses from the cliffs. 
Probably the worst offender was Il. concern that was tearing an 
enormous gash in the rocks ncar Fort Lee muff. According to ' 
a statement published at that time 12,000 cubic yards of the 
Palisades were being blasted away each day at this quarry alone. 
To stop this and other blasting was the commission's task. It 
succeeded in securing an option on the property of this leading 
offender. The price asked for the property was $lS2,500" and 
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1. $10,000 was required to secure the option. The commissioners 
still had Nen- York's $10,000 appropriation, and they decided 
to usc it in securing this option. The amount was paid in De­
cember, 1900, and 011 Christmas Eve of that year blasting was 
stopped at this quarry-a memorable event in the history of 
Palisades preservation, . 

.The problem of raising the balance of $122,500 necessary 
to secure ownership of the property was then faced. The. pros­
pect was not encouraging. Further state aid was out of the 
quest~on ~or the time being. Public _~ .._.. .'__" :-' 
contributions formed the only other f . . : 
alternative. The commission set 
about this laborious process of rais­
ing the money. The commission's 

"" 
president, :\1r. George \V. Perkins, 
Mr. J. Pierpont Morgnn's business 
partner, was one of the most ener­ ~~,..-:getic workers for funds. 1\11'. Per­

-c-_;­
kins presented the needs of the com­
mission to :\11'. :\lorgan and :\lr. 1\101'­ --;'::i.. 

j gan responded by contributing the:1 .~~;;:~
entire amount needed, $122,500, thus
 

, enabling the commission to close title
 I 

with the qUIll·rymen.. Other public iit~ 
' .. ;-~~{ 
, men have contributed both money r,.~~':!. .• --~.?~.-:::: ....." 52£";;'~ 

,,>-- .l·:,»:;~""·- :"'~.,;..and property. Mr. Cleveland H. ('. ~••~·4...,~·,··.;-;!L",~~,,1'\"!·:';1
~~~Mo..~..!).~~

Dodge has given the commission 12 
A BU ol Shore Line.acres, while Mr. George ,V. Perkins 

only recently has donated $12,000 towards the purchase of the 
remaining properties. 

No tablet has been placed upon the Palisades recording 
Mr. Morgan's magnificent gift, bestowed at the most critical 
of all periods in Palisades preservation, or commemorating gifts 
which have been made by others, of both land and money, but 
Mr. Morgan and the other men who hnvccornc to the aid of 
this VMt scenic enterprise could crave no grander monument to 
their munificence than the great cliffs, that will tower ubove the 
river unmarred, (or generations after the lives of these donors 
are but distant memories. 

rI' .: 

CO~G\USSION IN FULL CONTROL. 

From this auspicious beginning the commission progressed 
steadily, securing quarry after quarry, until all were in its con­

'fIO~ 1 ,.­
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troI. State aid became more generous. In 1901 New Jersey 
appropriated $50,000 for the purchase of land and New York 
$400,000. By the end ofl90S at least 50% of the land had. 
been acquired. The following table shows al a glance the yearly 

I,
I 

J 

!
 

~ progress made by the commission in purchasing Palisades 
frontage: . 

Feet Costo! Land 
Year Frontage Acres and Improvements 

I
 1901 11,832 122 $178,210,62 , 
1902· 10,214 131 63,750.98 
1903 10,377 72 38,352.90 
1904 9,500 112 46,489.80 
1905 4,605 58 43,530.33 
1906 ~,010 25 41,250.00 
190.7 843 ~(homesteads) 17,500.00j .
 1908 1,740 29 4,047.80 
1909 acquisition practically completed. 

The total cost of lana, riparian rights and impro\"c~ents 
up to June, 1909, has been $543,000. It is doubtful whether 
any public work has been eyer conducted with more economy 
and efficiency. 'Vith its personnel representing men of large 
interests haying exacting demands upon their time the members 
of the commission have devoted their energies to its business for 
a period of eight years. They have served without financial 
recompense. It is n fact n~tll.blc in the annals of public 'serviee 
that the commission's actual running expenses during these 
eight years have not exceeded 3 per cent. of the total amount ex­
pended in its undertakings. The territory under its jurisdic­
tion, the probable cost of which had been freely estimated as high 
as $2,000,000, has' been secured for about one-quarter of this 
amount. 

In fixing land values the commission divided the area into 
three sections. The first section, nearest New York City, was 
placed at $500 per acre; the second at $350 per acre and the 

. third, farthest north, at $200 per acre. The commission ad­
hered to these prices in buying the land and virtually the whole 
jurisdiction wasacquired under this schedule of prices. 

A POLICY OF CONCILIATION. 

. . The commission's policy has been one of tact and concilia­
. tion, It has gone about its work quietly and skilfully. It has 

avoided disputes and made friends of enemies. Its power of 

I 

I
i

I
I
I
 

I
I 

i 



°aJoqs ollso""O oql DO 03USISIO
 
oql DI paD!llno SI lll::> IUJD aq.L °l~S alII laaw 0,1 p....."n 0lll:rnJIS sJlIO onqA\
 

"WJ1J1,f °d aqot.fq '1"",Sl>loqd 

; , '. 

".,: 

, 
I"'.l... 

"'~'.: . I 

,j 

" ! 
j 



The Palisades o{ the Hudson 47 

.condemnation has been invoked in only a few instances. It has 
:devoted nearly a decade to overcoming the innumerable difll­

i ·culties connected with securing the property, but it has made
I 'sure and solid progress each ycar.!i 
Ii The commission's work has been conducted so quietly, the 

'contributions of its members and friends made so unostenta­~ 
tiously that thc general public has had no idea of thc magni­

'tude of its achievements. It is well, however, that thc people
f:	 of not only Ncw Jcrscy and New York, but of thc whole nation, 

should realize and appreciate the accomplishment of these1
] earnest, self-sacrificing men. "Had these cliffs," said the 

Evening Post, "been left in the possession of private owners toi -be torn to pieces by blasts, divested of their covering of trees I 
\\. 'and lined by smoke-belching factories, this 'priceless possession' 
I -the natural enhancement of our grandcst rlvcr-e-would at no 

very distant period have been transformed into ragged stone 
.hcaps, offensive to the eye, with a value governed solely by the 
cubic foot price of trap rock.", With preservation insured and 
the property under its control the commission will now concen­
trate its energies upon the care and development of facilities 
for making i,t more accessible. 

A 'jOG-ACRE NATURAL PARK. 

The Palisades Interstate Park thus formed is one of the 
world's most remarkable territories set aside for natural prcscr­
vation and public enjoyment. 'Vit" its southern portion op­
posite New York City it has fourteen miles of rocky shore 
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frontage and fourteen miles of towering crags and cliff-topped
 
, woodland. The park begins at Fort Lee Bluff and 'extends
 
.northward along the Hudson River to Piermont Creek. It in­

cludes the water rights, shore and face to the crest of the
 
Palisades. Eleven and two hundredths miles, or 58,185 feet
 
arc in Ne\\' Jersey; two and eighty-four hundredths miles, or
 

,14,995 feet arc in New York. Seven hundred acres arc in-
eluded within its area. No long or tiresome journey is neces­
sary to reach this matchless recreation region. No admission 
fees arc exacted. All classes arc welcome and the wealthy and 
the humble arc represented among its visitors. 

In commemoration of the work for Palisades preservation 
accomplished by the Federation of 'Vomen's Clubs, of New Jer­
'sey, the commission has set aside a reservation upon a command­
ing bluff upon which a suitable monument will be erected with 
funds contributed by their friends. 

Until a short time ago it was well-nigh impossible for a 
pedestrian to walk along the entire shore line of Palisades owing 
·to the great masses of rocks here and _~"''''''''"'r.<:'':'!''''''''''''\Orn~ 

"--'---.i~,.. --:':~-;--~'_~'.'-." ,.....~~~;•. 
,there, and also because of the precipit­

'\,, ous formations of the cliffs themselves, /r:;;~:X:,~
especially along the northern stretches. / ',',. ~ '~, "",. . ",. .....The commission has now completed a t
picturesque and continuous pathway ' :<{~l!:-ri::i~:,.,;,:~ 
'along the shore. This path descends '- - .::;-~\Y". r ~., .; \l1 

'and scales the many gulches which 
notch the river bank. It twists be­ ~:~-' i;i2~J;~ 

, tween huge boulders and skirts preci­ ff '- .' .' , , .,ji!~ ,•." 
. pices. It penetrates the shadows of f~/i. ""C~':~::',~:~ 

V" '.)i the virgin forest and traverses the 
" \~'''''':r-;~~:beach. Its diversity and wildness will 

: reward the nature lover who enjoys a 
'i long and vigorous walk. ' :.'.<f~{~;~:TITHE MECCA OF CAMPERS. 

One or Several Public Springs In The love of out-door life and the tbe Palisades Interstate Park. 
'appreciation of nature which arc de­
·veloping so rapidly into national traits have caused thousands 
'of city dwellers, residents of both states, to seek the wilderness 
and beauty of the Palisades shore for camping purposes. Dur­
ing the summer months little villages of tents dot the river's 

,edge. The popularity of the Palisades as a camping resort is 

-'" .."".,.""""',.....,.._. .-. 
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Numercua Canoe Club. Make Their Outing Headquarters in the Interstate Park. 

shown by the rapid increase in the number of permits sought. 
Twenty-five were grunted the first year, 2~1 the second year and 
395 the third year. Nearly 4,000 ~ampers availed themselves 
of thc advantages of the park last year, over Saturdays, Sun­
days and holidays. 

Thc Palisades Park section is admirably situated for use 
as a. military camping ground. The commission has recently 
granted permission to one company of the Seventy-firsb Rcgi­
ment, N. G. N. Y. t~ erect its tents for a summer instruction 
camp. This illustrates but one of the many public uses to which 
.the park area is being adapted. 

The commission has entire jurisdiction over the park lands. 
Since 1905 it has maintained n corps of marshals and a police 
patrol boat during the summer months. 

All campers are required to secure permits from the com­
mission and the government of the tent colonies is placed to a 
certain extent directly in the hands of tile campers themselves 
under an ingenious and success CuI code of regulations. It is n 
notable fact that it has not been necessary to make a single 
arrest among any of these campers.• The commission guards 
carefully from contamination the lIlany springs whose waters 
gush from the rocks, an illustration of this watchfulness being 
shown in the eccompanylng pictures, 
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rmISON'Nl~L 01<' TII~ COJ\[l\[ISSION'. 

'I'hc present personnel of the Commission of the Palisadcs 
Interstate Park of New York are: George \V. Perkins, Prcsi­
dent, Riverdale, New York City; }'ranklin W. Hopkins, Viee­
President, Alpine, N. J.; J. Du Pratt White, Secretary, Nyack, 
N. Y.; D. ~IcNeely Stauffer, T'rcasurcr, Yonkers, N. Y.; Edwin 
A. Stevens, Hoboken, N. J.; Nathan F. Darrett, New Rochelle, 
N. Y.; William A. Linn, Hackensack, N. J.; Abram Dc Honde, 
Englewood, N. J.; William D. Dana, Englewood Cliffs, N. J.; 
\Villium H. Porter, New York City. 

The New Jersey commission is composed of the same ten 
members, and the 'officers of that commission arc: Edwin A. 
'Stevens, President; D. MeNeely Stauffer, Vice-President; J. 
Du Pratt White, Secretary, and Abram De Ronde, Treasurer. 

The commission maintains an office at No. 31 Nassau 
Street, Dorough of ~Ianhattan, New York City, in charge of its 
'Assistunt Secretary, Leonard Hull Smith, where its maps, 

I records and reports are open to inspection. As will be seen, the 
two commissionsnrc composed of the same ten members, five of' 
whom' are residents of Ncw York, appointed by the Governor 
;of that state, and five of whom aTC. residents of New Jersey, ap­
pointcd by the Governor of that state. Each Governor ap­
points his resident members and accepts the nominees of the 
other Governor. This custom of interstate appointment makes 
'possible the scheme and intention of t.he statutes. creating the 
Interstate Park, to establish one harmonious commission' rep­
'rcscnting both states. 
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