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Sponsor' state ment: 

The Department of Com munity Affairs is required by law to 
distribute annually to landlords and tenants a statement of their legal 
rights and responsibilities. In recognition of the State1s growing 
hispanic population, this bill would require that state ment to be 
published in the spanish as well as the english language. 

KBG/SLJ 



§2-Note 

P'.·L.19·90, CHAPTER 31, approved June. 13, 1990 

1990 ·Assembly No~ 823 

1 . AN 'AC~ ,regardi~'g the rights..of tenants and 'landlords and 
2 c;unentling ·r.~.1975;·c.310. 

3 

'4 . BE.· IT ENA-CTEtlby the Senate and General Assembly a/the 
5 State. 0/ Ne~ J~rsey: 

'6 ". '1." Section 3 of ·P.L.1975.···c.·310 (.C.46:8-45) is'amende~ to read 
7 as follows: . 
8 . 3. a. The'. depa,rtment .sh'all" 'as· soon' as . pr·actic.able and 
,9· ann\)'(l,lly th·ereafter,. after 'public 'hearing,' prepare. and make. 

10.. ~'va~lable at' cost to the ·publi.-c a state.me'nt; ina form· and',size 
'11 ~uitable for posting ahd distributi~g pursu~t to the provisions. of 
12. this act, ,of'.' 'the . primarY cl~arlye~tablished''legal' ~ghts and 
13 '.respons~bilities· or tenants ari~' la~dlord~ [or] of .te~'tal.· dw:elli~g. 
14 '. lID.its.' ,This statement shall b'eprinted In' 'both' 'the Eriglish. and" 
15 . Spanish languages. The staternent shall serve· as an infol1lHltional· 

. 16·	 .. document, and nothing therein .s:hall b~ "conStru,ed as b'inding on or' 

17 affec,t-ing" a . ju¢icial determiriation"und~rs~ction 6· .of this act of· 

18 what consti ttites a lease provision which violates clearly 
19 e8t~blished Ie'gal rights of~~n~ts or ·respOns~·bilities9·( landlo·tds. 
2.0 b. Where practical considerati0l1S make it .necessary for the 
21 . department to l.i,mit the' 'extent .of· .the, statement" items to ?e, 
22 i~Gluded s.hallbe ,selected o"n the .basis of t.he imPortance 'of 'their 
23· . in'elusion in pro.tec·ting the 'ri~hts of"the'·public. 

24 ,(cf:. ·P.L..:1.9?5, c'.31,O, s.3) . 
25 2. This. act shall take effect 'on the first "day of the fourth 
·26 mO.nth foilowing enactment.. 
·27 

,28 
29 .HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION ' 
30 

31 . ,Requires Spanish languag~ verSion of t~naJ?-~' rights statement. 

EXPLA.NA-TION-'-:'Hatter. enclos'ed in -bold-face'd, brackets [thusl. in the 
above bill is.·not enacted and is 'intended ·to be omitted in the law..' " 

·.Hatter underl.i~ed ~:ls new matter. 
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A&<;EMBLY, No. 823 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

Introdu,ced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1990 SESSION 

By Assemblywoman BUSH and Assemblyman MENENDEZ 

AN ACT regarding the rights of tenants and landlords and
 
. amending P. L: 1975. c.310.
 

, BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and ,General Assembly of the
 

State of New Jersey: , '
 
1. Section 30fP.L.1975, c.310 (C.46:8-45) is amended to read
 

as follows:
 
3. a. The d,epartment shall, as soon as practicable and
 

annually~~eteafter, after' public he~ring, prepare and make
 
available at cost to the public a sta'tement, in a form and size
 
suitable for posting and distributing pursuantfo the provisions of
 
this act.· of the primary· clearly established legal right,s and
 

. r~sponSibilities of tenants" and landlo,rds '(or) of rental dwelling
 
'\ll1its. This statement "Sball be printed in both the English and
 
Spanish languages. Thestate~entshall se~e as an informational
 

, ,document; and nothing therein shall be construed as binding on or 
'affecting	 a judicial determination \ll1der section 6 of this act' of
 
what constitutes a lease proviSion" which violates' clearly
 
establishedlegal rightsof tenants or responsibili ties oflandlords;
 

b. Where practical considerations ,make it necessary for the
 
department toUmit the extent of thestatemimt; items to be
 
included sha1l be selected' on the basis of the importance of their
 
iriclusion in protecting the rights of the public.
 
(cf: P.L.1975. c.310. s.3)
 

2. This act shall take effect on the first day of the fourth
 
month following eri;lctment.
 

STATEMENT 

The Department of Community Affairs is required by law to
 
distribute annually "to landlords and tenants a statement of their
 
legal rights. and responsibilities. In recognition of the State' s
 

':'.. 
growing Hispanic population, this bill ,would require that 

~. 

statement to be pu~lished in the Spanish as well as the English 
language. • 

HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION 

Requires Spanish language version of tenant rights statement. 

EXPLANATION--Hatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in th~ 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Hatter underlined ~ is new malter. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 8ZJ 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1990 SESSION 

By Assemblywoman BUSH and Assemblyman MENENDEZ 

1 AN ACT regarding the rights of tenants and landlords and 
2 amending P.L.1975, c.310. 
3 

4 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
5 State of New Jersey: 
6 1. Section 3 of P.L.1975, c.310 (C.46:8-45) is amended to read 
7 as follows: 
8 3. a. The department shall, as soon as practicable and 
9 annually thereafter, after public hearing, prepare and make 

10 available at cost to the public a statement, in a form and size 
11 suitable for posting and distributing pursuant to the provisions of 
12 this act, of the primary clearly established legal rights and 
13 responsibilities of tenants and landlords [or] of rental dwelling 
14 units. This statement shall be printed in both the English and 
15 Spanish languages. The statement shall serve as an informational 
16 document, and nothing therein shall be construed as binding on or 
17 affecting a judicial determination under section 6 of this act of 
18 what constitutes a lease provision which violates clearly 
19 established legal rights of tenants or responsibilities of landlords. 
20 b. Where practical considerations make it necessary for the 
21 department to limit the extent of the statement, items to be 
22 included shall be selected on the basis of the importance of their 
23 inclusion in protecting the rights of the public. 
24 (cf: P.L.1975, c.310, s.3) 
25 2. This act shall take effect on the first day of the fourth 
26 month following enactment. 
27 
28 
29 HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION 
30 

31 Requires Spanish language version of tenant rights statement. 

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined 1hu1 is new matter. 



ASSEMBLY CONSUMER AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 823
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: FEBRUARY 8, 1990 

The Assembly Consumer Affairs Committee favorably reports 
Assembly Bill No. 823. 

Assembly Bill No. 823 amends section 3 of P.L.1975, c.310 
(C.46:8-45) to require the Department of Community Affairs to 
publish its annual statement outlining the rights and responsibilities 
of tenants and landlords not only in English, but also in Spanish. 

Under current law, the Department of Community Affairs is 
required to publish annually a statement outlining the rights and 
responsibilities of tenants and landlords. Landlords are required to 
distribute a copy of this statement to each tenant within 30 days of 
the date on which it is made available by the department and, in the 
case of new tenants, prior to or at the time they assume occupancy 
of the rental unit. In addition, every landlord is required to post a 
copy of the statement in one or more prominent locations so that it 
is readily accessible to all tenants. 

The section at present only mandates the publication of this 
statement; it does not set forth any language requirements. 

It is the committee's understanding that this bill will have no 
true cost impact on the State since the department, under the 
provisions of this section of the law, prepares and makes the 
statement" available at cost to the public." Any additional expenses 
incurred by the department in producing a ·Spanish version of the 
statement should, therefore, be passed on to the landlords. 

This bill was prefiled for introduction in the 1990 session pending 
technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes required 
by technical review which has been performed. 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT AND FEDERAL 
AND INTERSTATE RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 823 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 14,1990 

The Senate State Government and Federal and Interstate 
Relations Committee reports favorably Assembly, No. 823. 

At present, the Department of Community Affairs is required by 
law to prepare and distribute at cost to the public a statement of the 
legal rights and responsibilities of landlords and tenants. The 
statement must be in a form and size suitable for posting and 
distribution. This bill requires that the statement shall be printed in 
both the English and Spanish languages. 

This act shall take effect on the first day of the fourth month 
following enactment. 
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