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CHAPTER 90 LA'i.':> Of I'll, J. 195.(1

" APPROVED ~ - I ( - 'S<J
ASSEMBLY C'OMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, No~ 181

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MAY 11, 1959

AN ACT concerning corporations, societies and associations organized exclusively

fbI' religious, charitable or hospital purposes; providing that they shall not

be liable to respond in damages, in certain cases; and providing for the ap-

plication and operation of the act.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New

2 Jersey:

1 1. No nonprofit corporation., society or association organized exclusively

2 for religious, charitable, educational or hospital purposes shall, except as is

3 hereinafter set forth, be liable to respond in damages to any person who shall

4 suffer damage from the negligence of any agent or servant of such corpora-

5 tion, society, or as!f{fciation, where such pers<)ll is a beneficiary, to whatever

6 degree, of the works of such nonprofit corP9ration, society or association;

7 provided, however, that such immunity from liability shall not extend to any

8 person who shall suffer damage from the negligence of such corporation,

9 society, or association or of its agents or servants where such person is one

10 unconcerned in and unrelated to and outside of the benefactions of such cor-

11 poration, society or association; but nothing herein contained shall be deemed

12 to exempt the said agent or servant individually from their liability for any

13 such negligence.

1 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the foregoing paragraph, any non-

2 profit corporation, society or association organized exclusively for hospital
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SENATE, No. 181

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED APRIL 6, 1959

By Senators FARLEY and LYNCH

(Without Reference)

AN ACT concerning corporations, societies and associations organized exclusively

for religious, charitable, educational or hospital purposes; providing that

they shall not be liable to respond in damages, in· certain· cases; and re­

pealing chapter 131 of the laws of 1958.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New ,

2 Jersey:

1 1. No nonprofit corporation, society or association organized exclusively

2 for religious, charitable, educational or hospital purposes shall be liable to

3 respond in damages to any person who shall suffer damage from the negli­

4 gence of any agent or servant of such corporation, society or association,

5 where such person is a beneficiary, to whatever degree, of the works of

6 such nonprofit corporation, society or association; ~provided, however, that

7 such immunity from liability shall not extend to any person who shall suf­

8 fer damage from the negligence of such corporation, society, or association

9 or of its agents or servants where such person is 1 unconcerned in and un-

10 related to and~ outside of the benefactions of such corporation, society or

11 association; but nothing herein contained shall be deemed to exempt the said

12 agent or servant individually from their liability for any such negligence.

1 2. For the purposes of this act but not in limitation thereof, the build­

2 ings and places actually used for colleges, schools, academies, seminaries,

3 historical societies, public libraries, religious worship, charitable or hospital
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10 unconcerned in and unrelated to and outside of the benefactions of such cor-

2 Jersey:

2 for religious, charitable, educational or hospital purposes shall, except 'as is

, 1" i
to January 1, 1956.

SENATE, No. 204

ADOPTED JUNE 16, 1958

shall not be liable to respond in damages, in certain cases; and providing

for the application 'and operation of the act and for its retroactive operation

4 suffer damage from the negligence of any agent or servant of such corpora-

CHAPTER /~I LAWS OF N. J. 19S/f

APPROVED ~ - ~ 2. -.5"3"
ASSEMBLY COMMITT SUBSTITUTE FOR

elusively for religious, charitable or hospital purposes; providing that they

6 degree, of the works of such nonprofi t corporation, society or 'associ.ation;

5 tion, society or association, where such person is a beneficiary, to whatever

8 person who shall suffer damage from the negligence of such corporation,

7 provided, however, that such immunity from liability shall not extend to any

9 society, or association or of its agents or servants where such person is one

3 hereinafter set forth, be liable to respond in damages to any person who shall

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate OInd General Assembly of the State of New

1 1. No nonprofit corporation, society or association organized exclusively

AN ACT concerning corporations, societies and associations organized ex-

11 poration, society or association; but nothing herein contained shall be deemed

12 to exempt the said agent or servant individually from their liability for any

13 such negligence.

STATE ,OF NEW JERSEY
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1 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the fore'going paragraph, any non-

2 profit corporation, society or associa tion organized exclusively for hospital

3 purposes shall be liable to respond in damages to such beneficiary who shall

4 suffer damage from the negligence of such corporation, society or association

5 or of its agents or servants to an amount not exceeding $10,000.00, together

6 with interest and costs of suit, as th e result of any 1 accident and to the ex­

7 tent to which such damage, together with interest and costs of suit, shall

8 exceed the sum of $10,000.00 such nonprofit corporation, society or associa­

9 tion organized exclusively for hospital purposes shall not be liable therefor.

1 3. For the purposes of this act but not in limitation thereof, the buildings

2 and places actually used for colleges, schools, academies, seminaries, histor­

3 ical societies, public libraries, religio us worship, charitable or hospital pur­

4 poses, the moral and mental improvement of men, women' and children,

5 nursing homes, rest homes, parish houses, auditoriums, houses of and for

6 prayer and buildings and places, however named or designated, operated and

7 maintained for equivalent uses, when so operated and maintained by any

8 such nonprofit corporation, society or association, shall be deemed to be op­

9 erated and maintained for a religious, charitable, educational or hospital pur-

10 pose.

1 4. This act shall be deemed to be remedial and shall be liberally con­

2 strued so as to afford immunity to the said corporations, societies and asso­

3 ciations from liability as provided herein in furtherance of the public policy

4 for the protection of nonprofit corp orations, societies and associations 01'­

5 ganized for religious, charitable, educational or hospital purposes.

1 5. The provisions of this act shall be deemed to be severable and if any

2 phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this act is declared to be unconstitu­

3 tional or the applicability thereof to any person is held invalid the remainder

4 of this act shall not thereby be deemed to be unconstitutional or invalid.

1 6. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire on June 30,

2 1959.



SENATE, No. 204

STATE OF N,EW JERSEY

lNTROPUOlUD M:>1\.Y 5, 1958

By Senator FARLEY

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT concerning corporations, societies and associations organized exclu­

sively for religious, charitable or hospital purposes; providing that they

shall not be liable to respond in damages, in certain cases; and providing

for the application and operation of the act and for its retroactive operation

to January 1, 1956.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New

2 Jersey:

1 1. No nonprofit corporation, society or association organized exclusively

2 for religious, charitable or hospital purposes shall be liable to respond in

3 damages to any person who shall suffer damage from the negligence of any

4 agent or servant of such corporation, society or association; but nothing

5 herein contained shall be deemed to exempt the said agent or servant in­

6 dividually from his liability for any such negligence.

1 2. For the purposes of this act but not in limitation thereof, the buildings

2 and places actually' used for colleges, schools, academies, seminaries, his­

3 torical societies, public libraries, religious worship, charitable or hospital

4 purposes, the moral and mental improvement of men, women and children,

5 nursing homes, rest homes, parish houses, auditoriums, houses of and for

6 prayer and buildings and places, however named or designated, operated and

7 maintained for equivalent uses, when so operated and maintained by any
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8 such nonprofit corporation, society or association, shall be deemed to be

9 operated and maintained for a religious, charitable or hospital purpose.

1 3. This act shall be operative from the effective date thereof and also

2 operative retroactively to January 1, 1956, but s~ch operation shall not be

3 deemed to affect the rights of any person vested in him by a judgment

4 heretofore rendered by a court of competent jurisdiction.

1 4. This act shall be deemed to be remedial and shall be liberally con­

2 strued so as to afford immunity to the said corporations, societies and as­

3 sociations from liability as provided herein in furtherance of the public

4 policy for the protection of nonprofit corporations, societies and associa­

5 tions organized for religious, charitable or hospital purpose and the con­

6 servation of their trust funds.

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately.
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