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R. s. L/S: 511-/d~. 
January 11, 1964 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R. S. 45:5A-1 et seq. 

(Electrical Contractors Licensing) 

Billa to require licensing or electrical contractors were introduced in earlier years: 

1954 - A-223 - Introduced March 22, 1954 by Mr. Mosch
 
May 3 - Passed Assembly
 
Died in Senate Committee
 

1955 - A-418 - Introduced March 14, 1955 by Mr. Masch 
May 9 - Assembly passage .,. _~<-~I. ;:'f'::- _, ~.~ .. 
Died in Senate Committee ,: 'c''''- '.. j' 

1956 - A-44 - Introduced January 16, 1956 by Mr. Masch
 
June 28 - Lost in Assembly 1/. . _'r Jx. ' ~.i ,) / /.~-i 

1951 - S-210 - Introduced April 22 by Senator Mathis
 
(Authorizing county freeholders to license)
 
Died in Committee
 

1959 - A-460 - Introduced Febru.a.ry 16 by Wegner, Kraus and Michnevich 
April 13 - Lost in Assembly 
May 18 - Lost in "'llate Assu-J11 

1960 - S-163 - Introduced March 11 by Dumont and Grossi
 
May 9 - Passed Senate, amended
 
May 23 - Passed Assembly
 
November 10 - hearing held by Governor Mayner:
 

974.90 Public hearing before •••• Robert B. Meyner 
L699 •••• on Senate Bill No. 163 ••• electrical 
1960 contractors •••• November 10, 1960. 

Bill pocket-vetoed by Governor. 

1961 - S-194 - Introduced May 8 by Grossi and Dumont
 
May )l. - Passed Senate, amended
 
June 2 - 2d reading in Assembly
 
November 20 - Recammitted
 

Two bills became law in 1962; the second amended the first. 

Laws 1962, Chapter 162 - 5-231 - Introduced April 2 by Dumont and Grossi 
No statement on bill (copy of bil.1 enclosed).
 

April 30 - Passed Senate
 
May 14 - Passed Assembly
 
August 3 - Governor Hughes made statement:
 

I am sympathetic to the purposes of Senate B111 231, 
chiefly by reason of its relationship to factors of human 
safety which are of increasing public concern. 
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State licensing, in my opinion, will guarantee to our 
citizens the widest possible choice of qualified electrical 
contractors while helping us to avoid the repetitious tragedies 
commonly thought to be due to incompetent electrical work. 

The particular bill before me, however, presents problems 
as to its scope and as to its impact upon adequately qualified persons 
who engage in contracting on a part-time basis. The proponents of 
this bill agree with me that the door of economic opportunity to 
properly qualified persons should in no way be narrowed. 

I have asked proponents of this bill to suggest amendatory 
language to meet these objectives. 

August 30 - Governor Hughes signed into law and made statement: 

Senate Bill No.231 -- creates a Board of Examiners of Electrical 
Contractors and provides for the licensing by the State of persons 
engaged in the electrical contracting business. 

At the time of the signing the Governor stated: 

"In an earlier release concerning this bill, I stated that 
I was sympathetic to the purposes of Senate Bill No. 2)1 because of 
its relationship to factors of human safety. Information submitted 
to me indicates that the three states with the best record as to 
the least number of electrical fires were states in which electriCal 
contractors are licensed at the state level. In recent weeks, there 
have been several tragedies which seemed to be directly attributable 
to faulty electrical installations. These tragedies have highlighted 
the necessity for prompt action on this legislation. 

"As I indicated earlier, however, Senate Bill No. 2)1 presents 
certain technical problems which should be rectified. I have there­
fore consulted with the various interested groups and have reached 
f'u11. agreement on supplementary legislation which will eliminate these 
technical. objections. I intend to submit this amendatory legislation 
to the Legislature when it returns on November 19. I have been assured 
of full support of this legislation by the electrical contractors' 
groups and I hope that the Legislature will act promptly to enact 
these amendments. 

This act was amended later in 1962: 

Laws 1962, Chapter 185 - S-310 - Introduced November 19 by Dumont and Grossi 
No statement on the bill.
 

November 19 - Passed senate
 
December ) - Passed Assembly
 
December 7 - Approved
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Our file contains the following newspaper clippings on this legislation: Cn .~. -.~......<O-J -:c 

<{.. (,f .. ". "~A_t~~ 
Weighs Legislation on Electricians - NEWARK NEWS, November 11, 1960 

Electrical Contractor Licensing Up to Hughes * TRENTON EVENING TIMES, May 1, 1962 

That Old Black Magic of Monopoly - BERGEN RECORD, July 14, 1962 

Governor Wants Changes in Electrical Contractor Bill - TRENTON EVENING TL~S, 

August 5, 1962 

Electrician Bill Signed, Licensing Heasure to be Revised Later, Hughes says ­
NEWARK EVENING NEWS, August )1, 1962 

Bill Creating Board to License Electrical Contractors is Signed - PHILADELPHIA 
INQUIRER, August 31, 1962 

Electricians Crackle Over Licensing Law - TRENTON EVENING TIMES, September 27, 196) 

E\e~y,e.\a.Y'I ~\\l foJs - Nt:\.lJARI< E"£NING. !'JEWS NS.'U5 - M~'f'. 301/q,~ 
We have searched unsuccessfully: New Jersey Municipalities, 1960, 1961, 1962. 
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May 24, 1966 

ADD:EJJDUM TO 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S. 45:5A-1 et seq 

(Electrical Contractors Licensing 
Law) 

B1l1s introduced since 1962 to amend Electrical Contractors Licensing 
Law: 

1964	 - 551 
5econd reading in Senate. 
No further action. 

1964	 - 5326 
Died in Business Affairs ColUlittee. 

1965	 - S120 
February 8 - 2d reading in Senate. 
March 22 - Amended 
Karch 22 - 2d reading - amended. 
March 29 - Laid over. 
No further action. 
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SENATE, No. 451 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JUNE 6, 1966 

By	 Senator KEEGAN 

(Without Reference) 

AN	 ACT to amend and supplement "An act concerning electrical contracting, 

providing for the regulation thereof, establishing a Board of Electrical Ex­

aminers and making an appropriation," approved August 30, 1962 (P. L. 

1962, c. 162). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 of chapter 162 of the laws of 1962 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2. For the purpose of this act, unless otherwise indicated by the con­

4 text: 

5 (a) "Act" means this act and the rules and regulations adopted under 

6 it; 

7 (b) "Board" means the Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors 

8 created by section 3 of this act; 

9 (c) "Department" means the Department of Law and Public Safety; 

10 (d) "Electrical contractor" means a person who engages in the business 

11 of contracting to install, erect, repair or alter electrical equipment for the 

12 generation, transmission or utilization of electrical energy, but does not in­

13 elude the installation, erection, repair, maintenance, connection or alteration 

14 of condttits or other similar associated or accessory materials; 
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15 (e) "Person" means a person, firm, corporation or other legal entity. 

1 2. Nothing contained in this act or the act of which this act is amenda­

2 tory and supplementary shall authorize the board to regulate or determine 

3 matter.i relating to trade or eraft jlHisdiction Qr to determine whether any 

4 particular class of employees is entitled to perform any particular work. 

1 3. Section 16 of chapter 162 of the laws of 1962 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 16. The board may suspend, revoke or refuse to renew any license or 

4 business permit if the holder has:
 

5 (a) secured such license or business permit by misrepresentation;
 

6 (b) failed to maintain the qualifications required by this act or demon­

7 strated a level of competence manifestly inconsistent with retention of the li­


8 cense or business permit in question;
 

9 (c) engaged in fraudulent business activities or in misleading advertis­

10 ing practices; 

11 (d) violated a provision of this act; or 

12 (e) committed an act of gross negligence or condoned such an act by an 

13 employee of his. 

14 Any person may prefer charges as set forth above against any licensee 

15 or permit holder. Such charges shall be in writing and shall be sworn to by 

16 the person making them and shall be filed with the secretary of the board. All 

17 charges unless dismissed by the board as unfounded or trivial or as relating 

18 to trade or craft j'ttrisdiction or deemed to be electrical work as defined in sec­

19 tion 18 of the act of which this act is amendatory and supplementary shall be 

20 heard by the board after completing any necessary investigation. The time 

21 and place for the hearing shall be fixed by the board and a copy of the charges 

22 together with a notice of the time and place of hearing shall be personally 

23 served on or mailed to the last known address of the licensee at least 30 days 

24 before the date fixed for the hearing. At any hearing the accused licensee or 

25 permit holder shall have the right to appear personally and by counsel to 

26 cross-examine witnesses appearing against him and to produce evidence and 
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27 witnesses in his own defense. No license or business permit shall be suspended 

28 or revoked except upon the agreement of at least 4 members of the board. 

29 An applicant whose license or business permit has been revoked may be­

30 come eligible not earlier than 1 year from the date of said revocation for a 

31 new license or business permit upon meeting all of the requirements of this 

32 act and, in the case of an application for a license, upon the satisfactory com­

33 pletion of an examination as herein provided. 

1 4. Se0tion 18 of chapter 162 of the laws of 1962 IS amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 18. Electrical work or construction which is performed on the follow­

4 ing facilities or which is by or for the following agencies shall not be in­

5 cluded within the business of electrical contracting so as to require the 

6 securing of a business permit under this act: 

7 (a) Minor repair work such as the replacement of lamps and fuses. 

8 (b) The connection of portable electrical appliances to suitable 'per­

9 manently installed receptacles. 

10 (c) The testing, servicing or repairing 'of electrical equipment or ap­

11 paratus. 

12 (d) Electrical work in mines, on ships, railway cars, elevators, escala­

13 tors or automotive equipment. 

14 (e) Municipal plants or any public utilit}T as defined in section 48 :2-13 

15 of the Revised Statutes organized for the purpose of constructing, main­

16 taining and operating works for the generation, supplying, transmission 

17 and distribution of electricity for electric light, heat, or power. 

18 (f) A public utility subject to regulation, supervision or control by a 

19 Federal regulatory body, or a public utility operating under the authority 

20 granted by the State of New Jersey, and engaged in the furnishing of com­

21 munication or signal service, or both, to a public utility, or to the public, 

22 as an integral part of a communication or signal system, and any agency 

23 associated or affiliated with any public utility and engaged in research and 

24 development in the communications field. 
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25 (g) A railway utility in the exercise of its functions as a utility and 

26 located in or on huildings or premises used exclusively by such an agency. 

27 (h) Commercial radio and television transmission equipment. 

28 (i) Construction by any branch of the Federal Government. 

29 (j) Any work with a potential of less than 10 volts. 

30 (k) Repair, manufacturing and maintenance work on premises occupied 

31 ~by a firm or corporation, and installation work on existing buildings occu­

32 pied hy a firm or corporation and performed hy a regular employee who IS 

33 a qualified journeyman electrician. 

34 (1) Installation, repair or maintenance performed by regular employees 

35 of the State or of a municipality, county, or school district on the premises 

36 or property owned or occupied hy the State, a municipality, county, or 

37 school district. 

38 (m) The maintaining, installing or connecting of automatic oil, gas or 

39 coal burning equipment, gasoline or diesel oil dispensing equipment and 

40 the lighting in connection therewith to a supply of adequate size at the 

41 load side of the distribution board. 

42 (n) The installation, erection, repair, maintenance, connection or altera­

43 tion of conduits or other similar associated or accessory materials. 

44 The board may also exempt from the business permit provisions of 

45 this act such other electrical activities of like character which in the board's 

46 opinion warrant exclusion from the provisions of this act. 

1 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 



SENATE, No. 163
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MARCH 14, 1960 

By Senators DUMONT and GROSSI 

Referred to Committee on Business Affairs 

AN ACT to license electrical contractors by the State of New Jersey and to estab­

lish a board of electrical examiners. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. A. The words "electrical contractor," as used in this act shall mean a 

2 person, firm, corporation or other legal entity whose principal business is 

3 contracting to install, erect or repair electrical wire or conductors to be used 

4 for the transmission of electric current for electric light, heat or power pur­

5 poses, or mouldings, ducts, raceways or conduits for the reception or protec­

6 tion of such wires or conductors to electrical machinery, apparatus, devices 

7 or fixtures to be used for electric light, heat or power purposes. 

8 B. The word "board" as used in tbis act shall mean the Board of Ex­

9 aminers of Electrical Contractors in the Department of Law and Public 

10 Safety as created under this act. 

1 2. There is created a Board of Examiners of Blectrical Contractors in the 

2 Department of Law and Puhlic Safety consisting of 7 members. The mem­

3 bel's of such board shall be citizens of the State appointed by the Governor, 

4 with the advice and consent of the Senate. They shall be appointed initially 

5 for the following terms: Three members for terms of 1 year from July 1, 

6 1960, 2 members for terms of 2 years from July 1, 1960, and 2 members for 

7 terms of three years from July 1, 1960. Thereafter members shall be ap­
\ 

'­
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8 pointed for terms of 3 years. The Governor shall fill any vacancy in said 

9 board for the unexpired portion of the term. No more than 4 members of the 

10 board shall be members of the same political party. Three members of the 

11 board shall be qualified electrical contractors with not less than 10 years' 

12 experience as an electrical contractor, 1 shall be a qualified electrical in­

13 spector, with not less than 5 years' experience as an electrical inspector, 1 

14 shall be a qualified journeyman employed in the electrical construction in­

15 dustry for 5 years. One shall be a public member not associated with the 

16 electrical industry, and 1 shall be a licensed professional (mgineer with not 

17 less than 5 years' experience in the electrical industry. 

1 3. Each member of the board shall receive $50.00 for each day of actual 

2 service in attending meetings of the board at which business is transacted; 

3 provided, such compensation in 1 fiscal year shall not exceed $1,000.00 per 

4 member. 

1 4. At the meeting for organization after the first apointment of said 

2 board the members thereof shall choose a chairman from the members among 

3 them who shall preside at all meetings of the board and a secretary. The 

4 chairman and secretary shall hold office for 1 year and until their successors 

5 are chosen. Vacancies in the office of chairman or secretary between regular 

6 appointments shall be filled by the board. The board is authorized to appoint, 

7 with the approval of the Attorney General, a director and such clerical as­

8 sistants as may be required and to fix their compensation subject to the civil 

9 service laws of the State. The board shall be authorized to incur such other 

10 expenses, within available appropriation therefor, as may be required to 

11 carry out its purpose and function. All moneys received by said board shall 

12 be remitted to the State Treasury. 

1 5. The board may adopt and amend all rules awl regulations not incon­

2 sistent with the Constitution and laws of this State which lllay be reason­

3 ably necessary for the proper perfOfm:lllCe of its duties and the purposes 

4 of this act and the regulations of the procce(lings before it. 

1 ~. In carrying ~nto effect the provi:::;iollS of this act the board under the 
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2 hand of its chairman and the seal of the board may subpama witnesses and 

3 compel their atendance and it also may require the production of such 

4 papers or documents,' in any case involving the revocation or suspension of 

;) a license. Any member of the board may administer oaths or affirmations 

6 to witnesses appearing before the board. 

1 7. The Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors shall keep a rec­

2 ord of its proceedings and a register of all applications for licenses, which 

3 register shall show: (a) the name, age and residence of each applicant, 

4 (b) the date of the application, (c) the place of business of such applicant, 

5 (d) the qualifications of the applicant, (e) whether or not an examination 

6 was required, (f) whether the applicant was rejected, (g) whether a license 

7 was granted, (h) the date of the action of the board and (i) such other in­

8 formation as may be deemed necessary by the board. 

1 8. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall, after Decem­

2 bel' 31, 1960, enter into, engage in, or work at the business of installing, 

3 erecting or repairing or contracting to install, erect or repair electric wires 

4 or conductors to be used for the transmission of electric current for elec­

5 tric light, heat or power purposes or mouldings, ducts, raceways, or· con­

6 duits for the reception or protection of such wires or conductors to electrical 

7 machinery, apparatus, devices or fixtures to be used for electric light, heat 

8 or power purposes for hire as an electrical contractor, unless such person 

9 or a representative of the firm or corporation has obtained a license and 

10 a certificate therefor granted by the board on payment of the prescribed 

11 examination fee and on demonstrating by the prescribed examination his 

12 qualifications of electrical contractor. A fee of $50.00 shall be paid by each 

13 applicant for an initial electrical contractors examination, said fee to be 

14 forfeited upon failure to qualify. For each subsequent examination a fee 

15 of $15.00 shall be paid, which fee shall be forfeited upon failure to qualify. 

16 A period of 6 mouths shall lapse before re-examination. Except as herein 

17 otherwise provided, any person before making application for a license as 

18 electrical contractor shall have been employed or engaged at the business 

-
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19 of electrical construction and installation for a period of not less than 5 con­

20 secutive years immediately preceding the time of such application, or shall,
 

21 otherwise establish to the satisfaction of the board that the applicant has
 

22 the necessary background and experience to satisfactorily qualify as an elec­


23 trical contractor.
 

24 Every such examination shall be so designed as to establish the com­

·25 petence and. qualifications of the applicant to perform each and all of the 

.26 several types of work, for each and all of the several purposes set forth 

27 in this section. 

1 9. Upon paYment of the prescribed fee of $50.00 any person who has 

2 been continuously employed or engaged at the business of electrical construc­

3 tion and installation in this State for a period of 6 years prior to the effec­

4 tive date of this act, at least 2 of which years immediately preceding mak­

5 ing of application as herein provided shall be as an electrical contractor, 

6 shall be granted a license without examination; provided application shall 

7 be made to the board within 3 months after July 1, 1960; upon presenting 

8 satisfactory proof to said board of fitness to conduct such business; and 

9 provided such person, firm or corporation has its principal office and place 

10 of business in this State. 

1 10. The board shall receive all applications for licenses filed by per­

2 sons, partners or representatives of a firm, corporation or other legal en­

3 tity seeking to enter upon or continue in the electrical contracting business 

4 as herein defined within this State and upon proper qualification of such 

5 applicant shall issue the license applied for. 

1 11. The board shall prescribe the conditions of examination of, and sub­

2 ject to the provisions of this act, shall give examinations to all persons who 

3 are, under the provisions of this act, required to take such examinations. The 

4 scope of such examination shall cover such matters as the provisions of 

5 nationally recognized electrical installation ·safety standards and the theo­

6 retical and practical application of the same encountered in electrical work. 

7 It shall hold examinations semiannually in each year in Trenton and at any 
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8 other time or place within the State at the discretion of the board. Public 

9 notice shall be given of the time and place of all examinations. In the con­

10 duct of the examination the board shall prescribe a standard form of ex­

11 amination which may be revised from time to time as circumstances require. 

12 Said examinations shall be sufficiently frequent to give ample opportunity 

13 for all applicants to be thoroughly and carefully examined, may be written 

14 or practical, or both, and shall be supervised by 3 or more of the examiners, 

15 but no license shall be granted except by the board. 

1 12. Each license issued hereunder shall expire on June 30 following the 

2 date of its issuance and shall be renewed by the board upon application of 

3 the holder of the license and payment of a renewal fee of $25.00 at any time 

4 within 30 days before the date of such expiration. Licenses may be renewed 

5 -subsequent to the date of expiration thereof at the discretion of the board 

6 but subject to an additional fee not exceeding lOro of the renewal fee. The 

7 board may require a re-examination upon failure to apply for a renewal 

8 within 30 days of the date of the expiration of said license. Any license ex­

9 piring while the holder thereof is outside the continental limits of the United 

10 States in connection with any project undertaken by the Government of the 

11 United States, or while in the services of the Armed Forces of the United 

12 States shall be renewed without further examination upon payment of the 

.13 prescribed fee at any time within 4 months after such person's return to the 

14 United States or discharged from the armed forces. 

1 13. The board may at its discretion grant licenses without examination 

2 to applicants, licensed by other States; provided equal reciprocity is obtained 

3 from the applicant's State for electrical contractors licensed in this State. 

1 14. No firm or corporation or other legal business entity shall be denied 

2 the privilege of continuing business as electrical contractor in the event of 

3 death, illness, or other physical disability of the representative thereof who 

4 qualified the firm, corporation or other business entity for a license for at 

5 least 1 year following the date of such death, illness or other physical dis­

6 ability; provided such firm, corporation or other business entity is located 

-------~-------_ ..............-....--~-~----~...-----------_.---
...... -~ ~ 
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7 in this State and provided further that said business is conducted under 

8 such qualified supervision as the board deems adequate. 

1 15. No license issued under this act shall be assignable or transferable. 

1 16. The Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors may revoke or 

2 suspend the license of any electrical contractor that is found guilty of: (a) 

3 the practice of any fraud or deceit in obtaining a license; or (b) any act of 

4 willful negligence in the course of his work as an electrical contractor. 

5 Any person may prefer charges of fraud, deceit, or willful negligence 

6 against any licensed electrical contractor. Such charges shall be in writing 

7 and shall be sworn to by the person making them and shall be filed with the 

8 secretary of the board. All charges unless dismissed by the board as un­

9 founded or trivial shall be heard by the board within 3 months after the 

10 date on which they shall have been preferred. The time and place for the 

11 hearing shall be fixed by the board and a copy of the charges together with 

12 a notice of the time and place of hearing shall be personally served on or 

13 mailed to the last known address of the licensee at least 30 days before the 

14 date fixed for the hearing. At any hearing the accused licensee shall have 

15 the right to appear personally and by counsel to cross-examine witnesses 

16 appearing against him and to produce evidence and witnesses in his own 

17 defense. If after such hearing 4 or more members of the board vote in 

18 favor of finding the accused guilty the board shall revoke or suspend the 

19 license of such licensee. 

20 An applicant whose license has been revoked may become eligible :not 

21 earlier than 1 year from the date of said revocation for a new license upon 

22 meeting all of the requirements of this act and upon the satisfactory .com­

23 pletion of an examination as herein provided. 

1 17. No provision of this act shall be held to affect the power of any lllU­

2 nicipality to make and enforce pursuant to ordinance any further regula­

3 tions as to standards or manner in which electrical work shall be done. 

1 18. The provisions of this act shall not apply to electrical work or con­

2 struction which is for the following purposes or which is by the following 

3 agencies: 

I 

I
I
I 

I
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4 (a) Minor repair work such as the replacement of lamps and fuses. 

(b) The connection of portable electrical appliances to suitable perma­

6 nently installed receptacles. 

7 (c) The testing, servicing or repairing of electrical equipment or ap­

8 paratus. 

9 (d) Mines, ships, railway cars or automotive equipment. 

(e) Municipal plants or public utilities operating under due authority 

11 granted by the State of New Jersey for the generation, control or distribu­

12 tion of electrical energy. 

13 (f) A public utility operating under due authority granted by the State 

14 of New Jersey in the furnishing of communication or signal service or both 

to a public utility or to the public as an integral part of a communication 

16 or signal system. 

17 (g) A railway utility in the exerCIse of its functions as a utility and 

18 located in or on buildings or premises used exclusively by such an agency. 

19 (h) Commercial radio and television transmission equipment. 

(i) Construction by any branch of the Federal Government. 

21 (j) Any work with a potential of less than 10 volts. 

22 (k) Repair, manufacturing or maintenance work on premises occupied 

23 by a firm or corporation, and installation work on existing buildings occupied 

24 by a firm or corporation and performed by a regular employee who is a 

qualified journeyman electrician. 

26 (1) Installation, repair or maintenance performed by regular employees 

27 of the State or of a municipality, county, or school district on the premises 

28 or property owned or occupied by the State, a municipality, county, or school 

29 district. 

(m) The maintaining of, installing or connecting automatic oil, gas or 

31 coal burning equipment, to a supply of adequate size at the load side of the 

32 distribution board. 

1 19. Any electrical contractor registered under the provisions of this act 

2 shall not undertake to do any electrical work in the State of New Jersey or 

.....­
._~---~------
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3 any political subdivision thereof unless and unti.l he shall have entered into 

4 bond in favor of the State of New Jersey in t' sum of $1,000.00, executed by 

5 a surety company authorized to transact business in the State of New Jersey, 

6 approved by the Department of Banking and Insurance and to be condi­

7 tioned on the faithful performance of the provisions of this act, and of all 

8 work in connection with the restoration of sidewalk and street areas to 

9 normal conditions, previously excavated or disturbed by reason of the m­

10 stallation of wires, wiring or cable, the laying of conduits and the construc­

11 tion of manholes and appurtenances thereto. The aforesaid bond shall be 

12 for the term of 12 months and must be renewed upon expiration for the ensu­

13 ing 12 months. 

1 20. Any person, firm or corporation who violates any of the provisions 

2 of this act shall be fined not less than $50.00, nor more than $100.00 or be im­

3 prisoned for not more than 30 days, or both. 

. 1 21. Any person holding an electrical contractors license or any firm or 

2 corporation whose designated representative holds an electrical contractors 

. 3 license issued	 under the provisions of this act shall be authorized to carry 

4 on the business of electrical contractor in any municipality or county in this 

5 State, any municipal ordinance or law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

1 22. This act shall take effect immediately. 



---------
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SENATEI1 AMENDMENTS TO 

SENATE, No. 163 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED APRIL 25, 1960 

Amend page 6, section 17, line 2, after" ordinance" insert"not inconsistent 

witll this act". 

Amend page 6, section 18, line 2, after "by" insert "or for". 

Amend page 7, section 18, delete lines 10 through 16 in their entirety and 

insert the following: 

" (e) Municipal plants or any public utility as defined in section 48 :2-13 of 

the Revised Statutes organized for the purpose of constructing, maintaining 

and operating works for the generation, supplying, transmission and distribu­

tion of electricity for electric light, heat, or power. 

(f) A public utility subject to regulation, supervision or control by a Federal 

regulatory body, or a public utility operating under the authority granted by the 

State of New Jersey, and engaged in the furnishing of communication or signal 

service, or both, to a public utility, or to the public, as an integral part of a 

communication or signal system, and any agency associated or affiliated with any 

public utility and engaged in research and development in the communications 

field. " 
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SENATE, No. 163
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MARCH 14, 1960 

By Senators DUMONT and GROSSI 

Referred to Committee on Business Affairs 

A~; ACT to license electrical contractors by the State of New Jersey and to estab­

lish a board of electrical examiners. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. A. The words "electrical contractor," as used in this act shall mean a 

2 person, firm, corporation or other legal entity whose principal business is 

3 contracting to install, erect or repair electrical wire or conductors to be used 

4 for the transmission of electric current for electric light, heat or power pur­

5 poses, or mouldings, ducts, raceways or conduits for the reception or protec­

6 tion of such wires or conductors to electrical machinery, apparatus, devices 

7 or fIxtures to be used for electric light, heat or power purposes. 

8 B. rfhe word" board" as used in this act shall mean the Board of Ex­

9 aminers of Electrical Contractors in the Department of Law and Public 

10 Safety as created under this act. 

1 2. 1'here is created a Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors in the 

2 Department of Law and Public Safety consisting of 7 members. The mem­

3 hers of such board shall be citizens of the State appointed by the Governor, 

4 with the advice and consent of the Senate. They shall be appointed initially 

[i for the following terms: Three memhers for terms of 1 year from July 1, 

G IG60, 2 members for terms of 2 years from July 1, 1960, and 2 members for 

7 terms of three years from July 1, 1960. Thereafter members shall be ap-

EXPLANATION-Maller enclosed in bold·faeed brackets [thus] in the above bill ill not enacted 
and i. intended to lie omitted in the law. 



2
 

8 pointed for terms of 3 years. The Governor shall fill any vacancy in said 

9 board for the unexpired portion of the term. No more than 4 members of the 

10 board shall b~ members of the same political party. Three members of the 
! • • , 

11 board shall be qualified electrical contractors with not less than 10 years' 

12 experience as an electrical contractor, 1 shall be a qualified electrical in­

13 spector, with not less than 5 years' experience as an electrical inspector, 1 

14 shall be a qualified journeyman employed in the electrical construction in­

15 dustry for 5 years. One shall be a public member not associated with the 

16 electrical industry, and 1 shall be a licensed professional engineer with not 

17 less than 5 years' experience in the electrical industry. 

1 3. Each member of the board shall receive $50.00 for each day of actual 

2 service in attending meetings of the board at which business is transacted; 

3 provided, such compensation in 1 fiscal year shall not exceed $1,000.00 per 

4 member. 

1 4. At the meeting for organization after the first apointment of said 

2 board the members thereof shall choose a chairman from the members among 

3 them who shall preside at all meetings of the board and a secretary. The 

4 chairman and secretary shall hold office for 1 year and until their successors 

5 are chosen. Vacancies in the office of clmirman or secretary between regular 

6 appointments shall be filled by the board. The board is authorized to appoint, 

7 with the approval of the Attorney General, a director and such clerical as­

8 sistants as may be required and to fix their compensation subject to the civil 

9 service laws of the State. The board shall be authorized to incur such other 

10 expenses, within available appropriation therefor, as may be required to 

11 carry out its purpose and function. All moneys received by said board shall 

12 be remitted to the State Treasury. 

1 5. The board may adopt and amend all rules and regulations not incon­

2 sistent with the Constitution and laws of this State which may be reason­

3 ably necessary for the proper performance of its duties and the purposes 

4 of this act and the regulations of the }lroceedings before it. 

1 6. In carrying into effect the provisions of this act the board under the 

-........,.------------~----'-----~.....,..~-
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2 hand of its chairman and the seal of the board may subpmna witnesses and 

3 compel their atendance and it also may require the production of such 

4 papers or documents, in any case involving the revocation or suspension of 

5 a license. Any member of the board may administer oaths. or affirmations 

G to witnesses appearing before the board. 

1 7. The Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors shall keep a rec-· 

2 ord of its proceedings and a register of all applications for licenses, which 

3 register shall show: (a) the name, age and residence of each applicant, 

4 (b) the date ,of the application, (c) the place of business of such applicant, 

5 (d) the qualifications of the applicant, (e) whether or not an examination 

6 was required, (f) whether the applicant was rejected, (g) whether a license 

7 was granted, (h) the date of the action of the board and (i) such other in­

8 formation as may be deemed necessary by the board. 

1 8. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall, after Decem­

2 bel' 31, 1960, enter into, engage in, or work at the business of installing, 

3 erecting or repairing or contracting to install, erect or repair electric wires 

4 or conductors to be used for the transmission of electric current for elec­

5 tric light, heat or power purposes or mouldings, ducts,· raceways, or con­

6 duits for the reception or protection of such wires or conductors to electrical 

7 machinery, apparatus, devices or fixtures to be used for electric light, heat 

8 or power purposes for hire as an electrical contractor, unless such person 

9 or a representative of the firm or corporation has obtained a license and 

10 a certificate therefor granted by the board on payment of the prescribed 

11 examination fee and on demonstrating by the prescribed examination his 

12 qualifications of electrical contractor. A. fee of $50.00 shall be paid by each 

13 applicant for an initial electrical contractors examination, said fee to be 

14 forfeited upon failure to qualify. For each subsequent examination a fee 

15 of $15.00 shall be paid, which fee shall be forfeited upon failure to qualify. 

IG A. period of 6 months shall lapse before re-examination. Except as herein 

17 otherwise provided, any person before making application for a license as 

18 electrical contractor shall have been employed or engaged· at the business 
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19 of electrical construction and installation for a period of not less than 5 con­

20 secutiveyears immediately preceding the time of such application, or shall, 

21 otherwise establish to the satisfaction of the board that the applicant has 

22 the necessary background and experience to satisfactorily qualify as an elec­

23 trical contractor. 

24 Every such examination shall be so designed as to establish the com­

25 petenceand qualifications of the applicant to perform each and' all of the 

26 several types of work, for each and all of the several purposes set forth 

27 in this section. 

1 ·9. Upon payment of the prescribed fee of $50.00 any person who has 

2 been continuously employed or engaged at the business of electrical construc­

3 tion and installation in this State for a period of 6 years prior to the effec­

4 tive date of this act, at least 2 of which years immediately preceding mak­

5 ing of application as herein provided shall be as an electrical contractor, 

.6 shall be granted a license without examination; provided application shall 

7 be made to the board within 3 months after July 1, 1960; upon presenting 

8 satisfactory proof to said board of fitness to conduct such business; and 

9 provided such person, firm or corporation has its principal office and place 

10 of business in this State.. 

1 10. The board shall receive all applications for licenses filed by per­

2 sons,· partners or representatives of a firm, corporation or other legal en­

3 tity seeking to' enter upon or continue in the electrical contracting business 

, 4' as herein defined within this State and upon proper qualification of such 

5 applicant shall issue the license applied for. 

1 11: The board shall prescribe the conditions of examination of, and sub­

2 ject to the provisions of this act, shall give examinations to all persons who 

, 3 are, under the provisions of this act, required to take such examinations. The 

.. 4 scope of such examination shall cover such matters as the provisions of 

, 5 nationally recognized electrical in~tallation 'safety standards and the tbeo~ 
; 

6 'retical and practical application of the same encountered'in electrical work. 

: 7 It shall' hold· examinations semiannually in each year iIi Trenton and at any 

------_. ­



8 other time or place within the State at the discretion of the board. Public 

9 notice shall be given of the time and place of all examinations. In the con­

.10: duct of the e~amination the board shall prescribe a standard form of ex­

'11 amination which may be revised from time to time as circumstances require. 

12 Said examinations shall be sufficiently frequent to give ample opportunity 

13' for all applicants to be thoroughly and carefully examined, may be written 

14 or practical, or both, and shall be supervised by 3 or more of the examiners, 

15 but no license shall be granted except by the board. 

1 12. Each license issued hereunder shall expire on June 30 following the 

2 da:te of its issuance and shall be renewed by the board upon application of 

. 3 the holder of the license and payment of a renewal fee of $25.00 at any time 

4 within 30 days before the date of such expiration. Licenses may be renewed 

5 'subsequ'ent to the date of ,expiration thereof at the discretion of the board 

. 6 but subject to an additional fee not exceeding 10% of the renewal fee. The 

'. 7 board may require a re-examination upon failure to apply for a renewal 

8 within 30 days of the date of the expiration of said license. Any license ex­

9 piring while the holder thereof is outside the continental limits of the United 

10 States in connection with any project undertaken by the Government of the 

11 United States, or while in the services of the Armed Forces of the United 

12 States shall be renewed without further examination upon payment of the 

13 prescribed fee at any time within 4 months after such person's return to the 

14 United States or discharged from the armed forces. 

1 13. The board may at its discretion grant licenses without examination 

2 to applicants, licensed by other States; provided equal reciprocity is obtained 

3 from the applicant's State for electrical contractors licensed in this State. 

1 14. No firm or corporation or other legal business entity shall be denied 

2 the privilege of continuing business as electrical contractor in the event of 

3 death, illness, or other physical disability of the representative thereof who 
\ 

4 qualified the firm, corporation or other business entity for a license for at 

5 least 1 year following the date of such death, illness or other physical dis­

6 ability; provided suc~ firm, corporation or other business entity: is located 

--,- .,-----------------------------------­
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7 in this State and provided further that said business is conducted under 

8 such qualified supervisiOJ' as the board deems adequate. 

1 15. N0 licens~ issued under this act shall be assignable or transferable. 

1 16. The Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors may revoke or 

2 suspend the license of any electrical contractor that is found guilty of: (a) 

3 the practice of any fraud or deceit in obtaining a license; or (b) any act of 

4 willful negligence in the course of his work as an electrical contractor. 

5 . Any person may prefer charges of fraud, deceit, or willful negligence 

6 against any licensed electrical contractor. Such charges shall be in writing 

7 and shall be sworn to by the person making them and shall be filed with the 

8· secretary of the board. All charges unless dismissed by the board as un­

9 founded or trivial shall be heard by the board within 3 months after the 

10 date on which they shall have been preferred. The time and place for the 

11 hearing shall be fixed by the board and a copy of the charges together with 

12 a notice of the time and place of hearing shall be personally served on or 

13 mailed to the last known address of the licensee at least 30 days before the 

14 date fixed for the hearing. At any hearing the accused licensee shall have 

15 the right to appear personally and by counsel to cross-examine witnesses
 

16 appearing against him and to produce evidence and witnesses in his own
 

17 defense. If after such hearing 4 or more members of the board vote in
 

18 favor of finding the accused guilty the board shall revoke or suspend the
 

19 license of such licensee.
 

20 An applicant whose license has been revoked may become eligible not
 

21 earlier than 1 year from the date of said revocation for a new license upon
 

22 meeting all of the requirements of this act and upon the satisfactory com­


23 pletion of an examination as herein provided.
 

1 17. No provision of this act shall be held to affect the power of any mu­

2 nicipality to make and enforce pursuant to onlinance not inconsistent with 

3 this act any further regulations as to standards or manner in which electrical 

4 work shall be done. 

1 18. The provisions of this act shall not apply to electrical work or con­

._----------_-...._---------~--~--------~---------_.-""""---­
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:2 struction which is for the following purposes or which IS by or for the 

3 following agencies: 

4 (a) Minor repair work such as the replacement of lamps and fuses. 

5 (b) The connection of portable electrical appliances to suitable perma­

6 nently installed receptacles. 

7 (c) The testing, servicing or repairing of electrical equipment or ap-

S paratus. 

£) (d) Mines, ships, railway cars or automotive equipment. 

10 [(e) Municipal plants or public utilities operating under due authority 

11 granted by the State of New Jersey for the generation, control or distribu­

12 tion of electrical energy. 

13 (f) A public utility operating under due authority granted by the State 

14 of New Jersey in the furnishing of communication or signal service or both 

15 to a public utility or to the public as an integral part of a communication 

16 or signal system.] 

16A (e) lJ1wnicipaJ plants or any public utility as defined in section 48 :2-13 

16B of the Revised Btatu,tes organized for the purpose of constructing, maintain­

160 ing and operating works for the generation, supplying, transm,ission and 

16D distribution of electricity for electric light, heat, or power. 

16B (f) A public utility subject to regulation, supervision or control by a 

16F Federal regulatory body, or a public utility opcratiug under the authority 

100 granted by the State of New Jersey, and engaged in thi! fut-nishing of com­

16u munication or signal service, or both, to a public utility, or to the pttblic, as 

16r an integrad part of a communication or signal system, and any agency 

I6.J associated or affiliate(Z with a1ty public utility and engaged in research and 

16K development in the communicati01~s field. 

17 (g) A railway utility in the exercise of its functions as a utility and 

18 located in or on buildings or premises used exclusively by such an agency. 

19 (h) Commercial radio and television transmission equipment. 

20 (i) Construction by any branch of the Federal Government. 

21 (j) Any work with a potential of less than 10 volts. 

22 (k) Repair, manufacturing or maintenance work on premises occupied 

f-'-'-'-~ 
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23 by a firm or corporation, and installation work on existing buildings occupied 

24 by a firm or corporation and performed by a regular employee who is a 

25 qualified journeyrp.an electrician. 

26 (1) Installation, repair or maintenance performed by regular employees 

27 of the State or of a municipality, county, or school district on the premises 

28 or property owned or occupied by the State, a municipality, county, or school 

29 district. 

30 (m) The maintaining of, installing or connecting automatic oil, gas or 

31 coal burning equipment, to a supply of adequate size at the load side of the 

32 distribution board. 

1 19. Any electrical contractor registered under the provisions of this aet 

2 shall not undertake to do any electrical work in the State of New Jersey or 

3 any political subdivision thereof unless and until he shall have entered into 

4 bond in favor of the State of New Jersey in the sum Of $1,000.00, executed by 

5 a 'surety company authorized to transact business in the State of New Jersey, 

6 approved by the Department of Banking and Insurance and to be condi­

i tioned on the faithful performance of the provisions of this act, and of all 

. 8 work in connection with the restoration of sidewalk and street areas to 

9 normal conditions, previously excavated or disturbed by reason of the lll ­

10 stallation of wires, wiring or cable, the laying of conduits and the construc­

11 tion of manholes and appurtenances thereto. The aforesaid bond shall be 

12 for the term of 12 months and must be renewed upon expiration for the ensu­

13 ing 12 months. 

1 20. Any person, firm or corporation who violates any of the provisions
 

2 of this act shall be fined not less than $50.00, nor more than $100.00 or be im­

3 prisoned for not more than 30 days, or both.
 

1 21. Any person holding an electrical contractors license or any firm or
 

2 corporation whose designated representative holds an electrical contractors
 

3 license issued under the provisions of tbis act shall be authorized to carry
 

4 on the business of electrical contractor in any munieipality or county in this
 

5 State, any municipal ordinance or law to the contrary notwithstanding.
 

1 22. This act' shall take effect immediately. 

\ 
j 
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That Old Black Magic 
Of Monopoly 

The Legislature approved this spring a 
deceptively bland bill establishing a State­
wide licensing system for electrical con­
tractors. Under the bill a man wanting to 
make this kind of contracting his principal 
business would have to pass an examinationJ 
and pay an initial 2·year license fee of $150. 
Renewal licenses would cost $50 each. 

The first question, of course, is: Why?
 
How come we need yet another State licens­

ing system? We have licenses now for doc­

tors and nurses, accountants and morticians,
 

I beauticians and barbers, shorthand re­

porters and spectacle fitters. Obviously the
 b 

~	 
public health and welfare requires super· 
vision of medical practitioners. But electri· 
cal contractors? 

State Senate Republican leader Charles 
W. Sandman Jr. said in the debate on the 
bill: 

IE this passes, the next wtek it'll be the 
plumbers who'll want licenses, and the week 
after that it will be the carpenters. 

The contractors, who are now pressing 
Governor Hughes to sign the bill, say State· 
wide licensing would produce better-qual. 
ified contractors and safer electrical instal· 
lations. This is hard to prove. The con­
tractors have another argument, though: 

Licensing of electrical contractors is now 
left to the municipalities. Some towns do it, 
and some don't. Of those that do, ·many is­
sue licenses rather to boost municipal 
revenue and payoff political debts than to 
protect the public safety. Some towns make 
it difficult for outside contractors to obtaiq 
licenses. This hinders competition. and 
forces consumers to pay high prices for con· 
tract work. 

This is a respectable argument. But 
there remains unsettled, a basic ambiguity in 
the bill. Two years ago Governor Meyner 
was considering similar legislation. He held 
a public hearing, at which several elec­
tricians employed by Public Service and 
other big firms complained, witbsome jus· 
tification, that the bill before him would pre­
vent them from supplementing their income 
with occasional spare·time contracting work. 
Mr. Meyner vetoed the bill. 

The new bill, apparently to eliminate 
this cause for.int, dictates that 
licenses shall b only for persons 
and firms whose cupation is elec­
trical contractin . os: How many 
hours per day mus man work at contract· 
ing before it becomes his principal occupa-l 
tion? When construction work closes 
down for the winter, may a construction, 
electrician devote 40 hours a week to con· t 

tracting without getting a license? ; 
A clarifying amendment or two would' 

seem in order. It is further suggested that' 
the initial license fee be cut from $150 to 
$50 or .so. This would make it financially 
feasible for qualified electricians to get a 
license for part-time work. And it would 
strengthen competition in this branch of 
contracting. a free-enterprise kind of opera­
l.iOi1 If there ever was one. --_..----- ­
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cut the r.umbcr of fires due to \\11th total fees of $1.660 a year'lof r.hzabeth, saId, ThIS bIll wasl. 
faulty wiring. iu there was one statewide fee1writtcn for the express purposerb 

TJJ)se a.::;ainst it said mere Ii·tor S50, he said, electrical costsiof creating a general monoPol)'ld 
ccn~in;; of contractors would notilo the public could be lowered. Ifor electrical contractors." \I 

iolve any ',problems, because the l Contractor Antone S. Demoura Herbert S~sser _~r .. Paterson1/ 
-._- ., ­

Perth Amboy Orders ~ 
Cat Owners to Buy , 
TagsforTheirPets ~ 

?/67l'7 A/~ ~ 
S"dll to Th' Now York Tim.. ;::. 

PERTH AMBOY, N. J., Aug. ~ 
5-The cats of Perth Amboy- 6 
like the dogs-must now wear 
Ug~ i 

Aroused by the number ot ~ 
strays prowllng the communi- , V 
ty's streets, th~ City Commis- (':, 
sian adopted today an ordl"": \>. 
nance requiring that cats "::: 
;onore than 6 months old be li~ ;: 
ce::sed and wear Ugs, which " 
will cost 50 cents for spayed ciJ) 
cats and $2 for others, 

The dog warden, who will 
also serve as the cat warden. 
is :-ec;uired to impound ~1l 
?trays, Owners reclaiming their Ipets will be charged $1 a day. 
T:-'o~e not claimed will be de­
stroyed. 

"It's not that we hate cats," 
c~:p]ained Thomas De Angelo,
the eitv health officer. "but it 

!is:-.-t fair to the cats or the pUb­
,lie t? have uncared-for strays 
:wanClr:rmg- around, some of 
I ~,!r. De Angelo said there had 
it~on little opposition to the 
1;1cc<sure and eo.nsiderable sup· 

1p cn1; for It. "\\ e had a peti­
It:~ ~\'ith 30,~ ;'ignat;lres back­
Iluf-., t..e ld,:a. .de ~,8.1r;, 
! T'>~ r.,,-7:?" ~ . ,.... ~ t~'lf-

Icat owners who Violate the law 
may be fined up to $200 or sen­

/tC;Jced to as much as 90/days
'in jail.= . 

L.· -t 

EleCfl;icla\~~f~~: 
"", 

Bill Siglled 
. A~G 3 J 1952 ! 

LicenSIng )!eao;ure to \
 
Be Revised Later.
 I 

r HU<rhcs Says . ,!
 
;NEWARK-%Vt-NtNG NcW~ j
 
r TRE;,\TO~ (APl-A bill crcat·;
 
ing a State Board Clf Eicctrieal' 
,Contractors, empowered to re.;u-! 
:late the licensing of all electr:call 
!eontractors in :-;ew JersrJ', h~sl 
1Jccn signed into law by Gov.
 
Hughes.
 
; In sigl1ing the bill yesterday 
~Hughes said he will call for tecb· 
nical amendments to the measure!
 
later this year. He said thel
 
changes, which he did not spell
 
out. have the support of bo,h i
 
parties and electrical cOI1;:-actors';
 
groups. '
 
, The governor said he ";.::;l1ed t~el
 
b!l\ now becallse "tllrre have be('n l
 
several tragC'Jil.'s which seem ill· I'
 

reetly attributablE' to faully elec·,
 
tl'lcal installations," in the iastl
 
few werks. I
 

Hughes said the three states l
 
which ha\'e till' J, ;:< number or!
 
electrical firc.; ,,11 license rleetri.!
 
cal co:,t;'actors at the ,tate leHI.!
 

The measure was slnnsored lJYI
 
Sens, Waync Dumont J,'.. n.War-!
 
l'cn, and .\nthon,\' J. Grossi, lJ.[
 
Passaic. ('
 

.' .• 1" 

Iht~J"b~; ~'~I;sor~ - ,. """ ""''-')'
 
Sens. Fox, D·Esscx. and Fare!::,
 

R-Al!antic-Amellds lhe 1;,\1' co\,·
 
'('ring illvestmrnts by illsurance l
 
companies and authorizes illH'st·
 
ments in property and securities
 
in Puerto Ri(',O. 

Assemblymen Keegan, D·Pas·
 
saic, and Farrington, D·;'lerccr-'
 
Penn its a com'clier of cammer"
 
cial motor vehicles to obtain and
 
usC! dealer registrations and dealer
 
plalcs, 

Wide lIcenSIng system. for electrical. con­
tractors.. U~der the bIll a .man .want.m~ to 
ma~e thIS kmd of contractmg hIS pr.InClpal 
busmess would have to pass an exammatlon 
and pay an initial 2-year license fee of $150. 
Renewal licenses would cost $50 each. 

The first question, of course, is: Why? 
How come we need yet another State licens. 
ing system? We have licenses now for doc· 
tors and nurses, accountants and morticians, 
beauticians and barbers,' shorthand reo 
porters and spectacle fitters. Obviously the 
public health and welfare requires su per­
vision of medical practitioners. But electr! 
cal contractors? 

State Senate Republican leader Charles 
W. Sandman Jr. said in the debate on the 
bill: 

1£ this passes, the next week it'll be the 
plumbers who'll want licenses. and the week 
after that it will be the carpenters. 

The contractors, who are now pressing 
Governor Hughes to sign the bill, say State· 
wide licensing would produce better·qual­
ified contractors and safer electrical instal· 
lations. This is hard to prove. The con· 
tractors have another argument, though: 

Licensing of electrical contractors is now 
left to the municipalities. Some towns do it. 
and some don't. Of those that do. many is· 
sue licenses rather to boost municip;l! 
revenue and payoff political debts than tLl 
protect the public safety. Some towns make 
It difficult for outside contractors to obtain 
licenses. This hinders competition, anrl 
forces consumers to pay high prices for con· 
tract work. 

This is a respeclable argument. But 
thcre remains unsettled,a basic ambiguity in 
the bill. Two years ago Governor ?oIeyncr 
was considering similar le;::islation. He hrld 
a public hearin~. at which several c:rc­
tricians employed by Public Service ,,:1G 
other big firms complained. with some jus 
tification, that the bill before him would pre 
vent them from supplementing their income 
with occasional spare·time contracling work 
::Ill', ?lIeyncr vctoed the bill. 

The new bill, apparently to climinali 
this cause for complaint. diclate.s tllJ 
licenses shJ]] be reqUired only for perso;;, 
and firms wLc:,r nrincipJI IFcupation is e1<'c 
Ll• .1Cd.l LV.ljl~ .............. ~ •• t"l. ~\.''-0i..vu,:,. J.J.v .. ~ •. " ...<
 

hours per day must a man work at contract 
ing before it becomes his princip;jl oceupJ 
tion? When construction work close 
down for the' winter, may a construct iOj 

electrician devote 40 hours a week to con 
tract ing without getting a license? 

A clarifying ;jll\endment or two woul, 
~Cl'm in order. It is further suggested thJ 
the initi;lI license fee be cut from ::;150 t 
$:'>0 01' so. This would make it fin3nciall 
fe3sible for qualified electricians to get 
license for part'lime work. And it woul 
strengt hen com pet ition in this branch ( 
eontr:1ctin~. a free·enterprise kind of opcr. 
tion If there ever was one. 



• • 

EleClrlcia~r ~
 

Bill Signed
 
Licel~~~~~e to, 

Be Revised Later,
 
, HU~les Says . :
 
NEWARK VENING NEWS: 

TRENTON (AP)-A bill creat­
ing a State Board of Electrical' 
Contractors, empowered to regu-I 
late the licensing of all electricalI 
contractors in New Jersey, has 
been signed into law by Gov. 
Hughes. 

In signing the bill yesterday 
iHughes said he will call for tech­
nical amendments to the measure 

later this lear. He said the 
changes, w ., did not spell 
out, have pport of both 
parties and . •....cal contractors'l 
groops. 

The governor said he signed the 
bill now because "tllere have been 
several tragedies which seem di­
rectly attributable to faulty elec­
trical installations," in the last 
few weeks. 

Hughes said the three states 
which have the least number of 
electrical fires all license electri­
cal contractors at the state level. 

The measure was sponsored by 
Sens. Wayne Dumont Jr., R·War­
ren, and Anthony J. Grossi, D­
Passaic. 

Hughes also signed these bills, 
listed by sponsor: 

Sens. Fox, D-Essex. and Farely, 
R-Atlantic-Amends the law cov­
ering investments by insurance 
companies and authorizes invest­
ments in property and securities 
in Puerto Ri~., I 

Assemblymen Keegan, D-Pas-I 
saic, and Farrington, D-Mercer-' 
Permits a converter of commer­
cial motor vehicles to obtain and 
use dealer registrations and dealer 
plates. 

Bill Creating Board ~
 

iTo License Electrical i
 
Contr~t()~sl& ,Signed


~ \._,,~~ 'ih~ "" ' 
TRENTON, Aug. 30 (AP). - Gov. Richard J. Hughe: 

Thursday signed into law a bill creating a State board of elec 
trical contractors empowered to regulate the licensing 01 

electrical contractors in New' 
Jersey. 

Hughes said he signed the bill
 
because the three states with the
 
least number of electrical fires
 

I all license electrical contractors 
Iat the state level. 
ICITES RECENT TRAGEDIES i 

i He said he was sympathetic to 
the purpose of the bill aimed at 
jimproved safety and added that 
in recent weeks "there have sev-/ 
eral tragedies which seem to be 
directly attributable to faulty! 
electrical installations." 

These incidents, Hughes said, 
necessitated prompt action on 
the bill. 

, But the Governor said there 
I are still technical problems in 
the measure and, even though he 
signed it, he will call for tech­
nical amendments late this year. 
year. 

BIPARTISAN SUPPORT 
He said his a men d men ts, 

which he did not spell out, have 
the support of electrical contrac­
tors' groups and legislators of 
both parties. i 

The measure was sponsored, 
by Sens. Wayne Dumont, Jr. (R.,: 
Warren), and Anthony J. Grossi 
(D., Passaic). 

Hughes also signed these bills, 
,listed by sponsor: II Sens. Fox (D., Essex), and 
Farley (R., Atlantic)-Amends! 
the law covering investments by' 
insurance companies and autho­
rizes investments in property 
and securities in Puerto Rico. 

Assemblyman K e ega n (D., 
Passiac) ,and Farrington (D., 
Mercer )-permits a converter of 
commercial motor vehicles to 
obtain and use dealer registra­
tions and dealer plates. 

------~ ~
Electrieal'-C~~tr~~~ f~"'.\;i 

:IBEJ'-nOUt;;~Il$irtt! Up 'fo Hughes
. ..h.hu jll"£?) .!> -/-.(,2. ­

State licensing of electrical eliminating the necessity of mul­
contrartors is proposed in a bill tiple municiple licenses. 
the Legislature has sent to Gov- RepUblican Leader Charles W. 
ernor Hughes. A bill having the S~ndman produced a handful of 
same purpose failed to pass last mail which came he' said from 
year. contractors opposed to the meas-

A number of senators spoke ure. Dumont counted with an 
egainst it, claiming an invasion equal volume of correspondence 
of home rule. Warren Senator for contractors favoring it. 
Wayne Dumont defended it as Predicting the bill would be 

-~_ ..-'::"'--, an li­opeiling -wedge for,' state
',. • I • I • ce,~ing of o.ther trades, Senator 

.i - William Ozzard of Somerset 
.' tenned it "lousy" legisIaUon. 

The Senate roll call showed it 
bare favorable majority. Mercer 
Senator Sido L. Ridolfi was not 
recorded. 

'""il 



WiAPTER It)- LAWS OF N. J. 19 (, .J ­


APPROVED 1'"-3 d - l.).­

SENATE, No. 231 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED APRIL 2, 1962 

By Senators DUMONT and GROSSI 

Referred to Committee on Business Affairs 

AN ACT concerning electrical contracting, providing for the regulation thereof, 

establishing a Board of Electrical Examiners and making an appropria­

tion. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. This act may be cited as "The Electrical Contractors Licensing Act 

2 of 1962." 

1 2. The words "electrical contractor," as used in this act shall mean a 

2 person, firm, corporation or other legal entity whose principal occupation is 

3 contracting to install, erect or repair electrical wire or conductors to be used 

4 for the transmission of electric current for electric light, heat or power pur­

5 poses, or mouldings, ducts, raceways or conduits for the reception or pro­

6 tection of such wires or conductors to electrical machinery, apparatus, de­

7 vices or fixtures to be used for electric light, heat or power purposes. An 

8 electrical contractor shall be a person having the necessary qualifications, 

9 training, experience, and technical knowledge to plan, layout, and supervise 

10 the installation and repair of electrical wiring apparatus and equipment for 

11 electric light, heat, and power in accordance with the standard rules and 

12 regulations governing such work. 

1 3. There is created a Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors in 

2 the Department of Law and Public Safety consisting of 7 members, herein­



2
 

3 after referred to as the "board." The members of such board shall be citi­

4 zens of the State appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent 

5 of the Senate. They shall be appointed initially for the following terms: 

6 Three members for terms of 1 year from July 1, 1962, 2 members for terms 

7 of 2 years from July 1, 1962, and 2 members for terms of 3 years from 

8 July 1, 1962. Thereafter members shall be appointed for terms of 3 years 

9 and until the appointment and qualification of their successors. The Gov­

10 ernor shall fill any vacancy in said board for the unexpired portion of the 

11 term. No more than 4 members of the board shall be members of the same 

12 political party. Three members of the board shall be qualified electrical 

13 contractors with not less than 10 years experience as an electrical contractor, 

14 one shall be a qualified electrical inspector, with not less than 5 years ex­

15 perience as an electrical inspector, one shall be a qualified journeyman em­

16 ployed in the electrical construction industry for 5 years. One shall be a 

17 pubiic member not associated with the electrical industry, and one shall be 

18 a licensed professional engineer with not less than 5 years experience in the 

19 electrical industry. 

1 4. Each member of the board shall receive $25.00 for each day of actual 

2 service in attending meetings of the board at which business is transacted; 

3 provided, such compensation in one fiscal year shall not exceed $1,000.00 

4 per member. 

1 5. At the meeting for organization after the first appointment of said 

2 board the members thereof shall choose from among their number a chair­

3 man, who shall preside at all meetings of the board, and a secretary who need 

4 not be a member of the board. The chairman and secretary shall hold office 

5 for 1 year and until their successors are chosen. Vacancies in the office of 

6 chairman or secretary between regular appointments shall be filled by the 

7 board. The board is authorized to appoint, with the approval of the At­

8 torney General, a director, and such clerical assistants as may be required 

9 and to fix their compensation. The board shall be authorized to incur such 

10 other expenses, within available appropriations therefor, as may be required 

!L . 



11 to carry out its purpose and function. All moneys received by said board 

12 shall be remitted to the State Tre2.sury. 

1 6. The board may adopt and amend all rules and regulations not incon­

2 sistent with the Constitution and laws of this State which may be reason­

3 ably necessary for the proper performance of its duties and the purposes 

4 of this act and for the conduct of the proceedings before it. 

1 7. In carrying into effect the provisions of this act the board under the 

2 hand of its chairman and the seal of the board may subpama witnesses and 

3 compel their attendance and it also may require the production of such papers 

4 or documents, in any case involving the revocation or suspension of a license. 

5 Any member of the board may administer oaths or affirmations to witnesses 

6 appearing before the board. 

1 8. The Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors shall keep a record 

2 of its proceedings and a register of all applications for licenses, which reg­

3 ister shall show: (a) the name, age and residence of each applicant, (b) the 

4 date of the application, (c) the place of business of such applicant, (d) the 

5 qualifications of the applicant, (e) whether or not an examination was 

6 required, (f) whether the applicant was rejected, (g) whether a license was 

7 granted, (h) the date of the action of the board and (i) such other informa­

8 tion as may be deemed necessary by the board. 

1 9. Six months after the passage of this act no person, firm, corporation 

2 or other legal entity shall enter into, engage in, or work in business as an 

3 electrical contractor for hire, unless such person or a representative of the 

4 firm or corporation has obtained a license and a certificate therefor granted 

5 by the board on payment of the prescribed fee. A fee of $25.00 shall be 

6 paid by each applicant for an initial electrical contractors examination, said 

7 fee to be forfeited upon failure to qualify. For each subsequent examination 

8 a fee of $15.00 shall be paid, which fee shall be forfeited upon failure to 

9 qualify. A period of 6 months shall intervene before admission for re-exam­

10 ination. Except as herein otherwise provided, any person before making 

11 application for a license as electrical contractor shall have been employed or 
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12 engaged at the business of electrical construction and installation for a period.. 
13 of not less than 5 years preceding the time of such application, or shall, other­

14 wise establish to the satisfaction of the board that the applicant has the 

15 necessary background and experience to satisfactorily qualify as an electri­

16 cal contractor. 

17 Every such examination shall be so designed as to establish the com­

18 petence and qualifications of the applicant to perform each and all of the 

19 several types of work, for each and all of the several purposes set forth in 

20 this section. 

1 10. Upon payment of the prescribed fee as hereinafter set forth any 

2 person who has been continuously employed or engaged at the business of 

3 electrical construction and installation in this State for a period of 6 years 

4 prior to the effective date of this act, at least 2 of which years immediately 

•.	 5 preceding making of application as herein provided shall be as an electrical 

6 contractor, shall be granted a license without examination; provided appli­

7 cation shall be made to the board within 6 months after the effective date 

8 of this act; upon presenting satisfactory proof to said board of fitness to 

9 conduct such business; and provided such person, firm or corporation has 

10 its principal office and place of business in this State. The application shall 

11 consist of a sworn statement (a) describing the experience of the applicant 

12 in the electrical contracting business, (b) listing representative electrical 

13 contracts performed by the applicant, (c) such other information as may be 

14 required by the board and (d) payment of the initial license fee. 

1 11. The board shall receive all applications for license filed by persons, 

2 partners or representatives of a firm, corporation or other legal entity seek­

3 ing to enter upon or continue in the electrical contracting business as herein 

4 defined within this State and upon proper qualification of such applicant shall 

5 issue the license applied for. 

1 12. The board shall prescribe the conditions of examination of, and sub­

2 ject to the provisions of this act, shall give examinations to all persons who 

3 are, under the provisions of this act, required to take such examinations. The 
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4 scope of such examination shall cover such matters as the provisions of 

5 nationally recognized electrical installation safety standards and the theo­

6 retical and practical application of the same encountered in electrical work. 

7 It shall hold a minimum of 4 examinations each year at such time and or 

8 place within the State as the board shall designate. Public notice shall be 

9 given of the time and place of all examinations. In the conduct of the exami­

10 nation the board shall prescribe a standard form of examination which may 

11 be revised from time to time as circumstances require. Said examinations 

12 shall give ample opportunity for all applicants to be thoroughly and care­

13 fully examined, may be written or practical, or both, and shall be supervised 

14 by 3 or more of the examiners, but no license shall be granted except by the 

15 board. 

1 13. Before a license shall issue fees shall be paid for same in the fol­

2 lowing amounts: (a) for initial license-$150.00, (b) for renewal-$50.00. 

3 Any initial license or renewal thereof shall expire on the first day of the 

4 twenty-fifth month following the calendar month in which it was issued. The 

5 board, however, may issue initial licenses or renewals thereof which shall 

6 expire on a date fixed by it, which date shall not be earlier than 15 months and 

7 not later than 30 months after issuance, in which case the fee shall be an .. 
8 amount equal to 1/24 of the normal fee times the number of whole months be­

9 tween issuance and expiration. Renewal shall be governed by the standards 

10 applicable to initial issuance. The board may require a re-examination upon 

11 failure to apply for a renewal within 30 days of the date of the expiration of 

12 said license. Any license expiring while the holder thereof is outside the con­

13 tinentallimits of the United States in connection with any project undertaken 

14 by the Government of the United States, or while in the service of the Armed 

15 Forces of the United States shall be renewed without further examination 

16 upon payment of the prescribed fee at any time within 4 months after such 

17 person's return to the United States or discharge from the armed forces. 

1 14. No firm or corporation or other legal business entity shall be denied 

2 the privilege of continuing business as electrical contractor in the event of 
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3 death, illness, or other physical disability of the representative thereof who 1 

4 qualified the firm, corporation or other business entity for a license for at 2 sp' 

5 least 6 months following the date of such death, illness or other physical dis­ 3 an 

6 ability; provided, the principal office of such firm, corporation or other busi­ 4 ret 

7 ness entity is located in this State and that said business is conducted under 5 pa 

8 such qualified supervision as the board deems adequate. 6 ml 

1 15. No license issued under this act shall be assignable or transferable. 7 

1 16. The board may suspend, revoke or refuse to renew any license if the 8 na 

2 holder has: 9 of 

3 (a) secured such permit by misrepresentation; 1 

4 (b) failed to maintain the qualifications required by this act; 2 fa 

5 (c) engaged in fraudulent business activities or in misleading advertis­ 3 wi 

6 ing practices; 4 th 

7 (d) violated a provision of this act; or 5 

8 (e) committed an act of gross negligence. 6 

9 Any person may prefer charges as set forth above against any licensed 7 ne 

10 electrical contractor. Such charges shall be in writing and shall be sworn to 8 

11 by the person making them and shall be filed with the secretary of the board. 9 ar 

12 All charges unless dismissed by the board as unfounded or trivial shall be 10 

13 heard by the board within 3 months after the date on which they shall have 11 ec 

14 been preferred. The time and place for the hearing shall be fixed by the 12 

15 board and a copy of the charges together with a notice of the time and place 13 of 

16 of hearing shall be personally served on or mailed to the last known address 14 in 

17 of the licensee at least 30 days before the date fixed for the hearing. At any 15 tr 

18 hearing the accused licensee shall have the right to appear personally and by 16 

19 counsel to cross-examine witnesses appearing against him and to produce 17 F 

20 evidence and witnesses in his own defense. No license shall be suspended or re­ 18 g 

21 voked except upon the agreement of at least 4 members of the board. 19 IT. 

22 An applicant whose license has been revoked may become eligible not 20 a: 

23 earlier than 1 year from the date of said revocation for a new license upon 21 a: 

24 meeting all of the requirements of this act and upon the satisfactory com­ 22 d 

25 pletion of an examination as herein provided. 
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1 17. (a) This act shall not deny to any municipality the power to in­

2 speet electrical work or equipment or the power to regulate the standards 

3 and manner in which electrical work shall be done but no municipality shall 

4 require any electrical contractor licensed under this act to obtain a munici­

5 pal license to engage in the business of electrical contracting in such 

6 municipality. 

7 (b) Any licensee who willfully fails to comply with any municipal ordi­

8 nance concerning the inspection of electrical work shall be guilty of a violation 

9 of this act. 

1 18. Electrical work or construction which is performed on the following 

2 facilities or which is by or for the following agencies shall not be included 

3 within the business of electrical contracting so as to require licensing under 

4 this act: 

5 (a) Minor repair work such as the replacement of lamps and fuses. 

6 (b) The connection of portable electrical appliances to suitable perma­

7 nently installed receptacles. 

8 (c) The testing, servicing or repaIrmg of electrical equipment or 

9 apparatus. 

10 (d) Electrical work in mines, on ships, railway cars or automotive
 

11 equipment.
 

12 (e) Municipal plants or any public utility as defined in section 48 :2-13
 

13 of the Revised Statutes organized for the purpose of constructing, maintain­


14 ing and operating works for the generation, supplying, transmission and dis­


15 tribution of electricity for electric light, heat, or power.
 

16 (f) A public utility subject to regulation, supervision or control by a
 

17 Federal regulatory body, or a public utility operating under the authority
 

18 granted by the State of New Jersey, and engaged in the furnishing of com­

19 munication or signal service, or both, to a public utility, or to the public, 

20 as an integral part of a communication or signal system, and any agency 

21 associated or affiliated with any public utility and engaged in research and 

22 development in the communications field. 
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23 (g) A railway utility in the exercise of its functions as a utility and 

24 located in or on buildings or premises used exclusively by such an agency. 

23 (h) Commercial radio and television transmission equipment. 

26 (i) Construction by any branch of the Federal Government. 

27 (j) Any work with a potential of less than 10 volts. 

28 (k) Repair, manufacturing and maintenance work on premises occupied 

29 by a firm or corporation, and installation work on existing buildings occupied 

30 by a firm or corporation and performed by a regular employee who is a qual­

31 ified journeyman electrician. 

32 (1) Installation, repair or maintenance performed by regular employees 

33 of the State or of a municipality, county, or school district on the premises 

34 or property owned or occupied by the State, a municipality, county, or school 

35 district. 

36 (m) The maintaining of, installing or connecting automatic oil, gas or 

37 coal burning equipment, to a supply of adequate size at the load side of the 

38 distribution board. 

1 19. Any electrical contractor licensed under the provisions of this act 

2 shall not undertake to do any electrical work in the State of New Jersey 

3 or any political s;Ubdivision thereof unless and until he shall have entered 

4 into bond in favor of the State of New Jersey in the sum of $1,000.00, executed 

5 by a surety company authorized to transact business in the State of New 

6 Jersey, approved by the Department of Banking and Insurance and to be 

7 conditioned on the faithful performance of the provisions of this act, and 

8 of all work in connection with the restoration of sidewalk and street areas 

9 to normal conditions, previously excavated or disturbed by reason of the 

10 installation of wires, wiring or cable, the laying of conduits and the construc­

11 tion of manholes and appurtenances thereto. The aforesaid bond shall be 

12 for the term of 24 months and must be renewed upon expiration for the 

13 ensuing 24 months. 

1 20. Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this act 

2 shall be liable for the first offense to a penalty of not less than $100.00 or 
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3 more than $500.00, for the second and each succeeding offense to a penalty of 

4 not less than $200.00 nor more than $1,000.00. The penalties shall be col­

5 lected by a civil action in the name of the board to be instituted in the county 

6 district court of the county, or in the municipal court of the municipality, 

7 where the violation occurred or the defendant resides. 

1 21. Any person, firm or corporation engaging in the business of electrical 

2 contracting without having a license from the board is a disorderly person. 

1 22. There is appropriated to the Department of Law and Public Safety, 

2 for the purposes of administering this act until June 30, 1963, the sum of 

3 $35,000.00, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

1 23. This act shall take effect immediately. 

.......
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Fm IMMEDIATE RElEASE 
August 30, 1962 

FROM: Office of the Gove,rnor 

Governor Hughes today signed the following bills: 

Assembly Bill No. 476 -- permits a bona-fide converter of com­

mercial motor vehicles to obtain and use dealer registration and regis­

tration plates. 

Senate Bill No. 238 -- amends the law concerning investments 

by insurance companies to establish the extent to which such companies 

can invest in bonds or notes secured by mortgages Qr trust deeds and to 

clarify the term for which s~ch investments can be made. The bill also 

authorizes investments in prQperty and securities in the Commonwealth 

of Puerto Rico. 

Senate Bill No.23l -- creates a Board of Examiners of Electrical 

Contractors and provides for the licensing by the State of persons en­

gaging in the electrical contracting business. 

At the time of the signing the Governor stated: 

"In an earlier release concerning this bill, I stated that 

I was sympathetic to the purposes of Senate Bill No. 231 because 
_.. 

of its relationship to factors of human safety. Information sub­

mitted to me indicates that the three states. with the best record 

as to the least number of electrical fires were states in which 

electrical contractors are licensed at the state level. In recent 

weeks, there have been several tragedies which seemed to be directly 

attributable to faulty electrical installations. These tragedies 

have highlighted the necessity fe;,r prompt ~ction on this legislation. 
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"As I indicated earlier, however, Senate Bill No. 231 pre­

sents certain technical problems which should be rectified. I 

have therefore consulted with the various interested groups and 

have reached full agreement on supplementary legislation which 

will eliminate these technical objections. I intend to submit 

this amendatory legislation to the Legislature when it returns 

on November 19. I have been assured of full support of this 

legislation by the electrical contractors' groups and I hope 

that the Legislature will act promptly to enact these amend­

ments. tt 
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