














LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF R.S.30:4C-l2 
(Complaint1 investigation1 hearing1 order 
making child ward of COUrt1 duration of 

order1 extension) 

.'., ,".. ... . , 

.~:'"'' : ..::~ :. ; ,,; -.. ,._ ·~·"·.l·.-:;~·: :-·t.~:·\· (; .:~ ...•.-'.: _, -:'.. ' : ":. .. ~ .. : 4.. ~·.:: ~.; ":..~._ : 'J~'" 

L.195l - chap.138 -'S2l5 
. Mar. 5 - Introduced by Clapp. 

May 2 - Passed in senate, amended. 
May 4 - Passed in Assembly. , 
May 31 - Approved, chapter 13'8. 
Statement (copy enclosed). 
Amended during passage (amendment to this section noted on 

enclosed copy of this part of the original bill). 
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Amended by: 

\~L.1962 - chap.197 - A493 -
Mar. 19 - Introduced by Hughes and Werner. 
Apr. 30 - Passed Assembly under emergency resolution, amended. 
Dec. 3 - Asssably Ca.aittee substitute passed under emergency

resolution. 
Dec. 11 - Approved, chapter 197. 
Statement (copy enclosed). , 
Commi~ee Substitute passed (copy enclosed of appropriate 

section from original bill and from the COmmittee Sub­
stitute). 

1950, 1961, 1962 Ju4icial Conference proceedings were 
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SENATE, No. 215
 

STAi£ OF NEW JERSEY
 

Il,TRODUCED MARCH 5, 1951 

By	 Mr. CLAPP 

Referred to Committee on Institulions and Agencies 

AN	 AOT concerning the care, custody, guardianship, maintonance and supervi­

sion of dependent and neglected children, promoting home life therefor, 

providing for the financing thereof, and repenling certain statutes relating 

thereto. 

1 BE IT ENAOTED by the Senate and General Assetnbly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

ARTIOLE I 

CONSTRUOTION, DEPINITIONS, POWBRS, DUTIES, AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1 1. This act is to be administerod strictly in accordance with tho gen­


2 eral principles laid down in this section, which are declared to be the publio
 

3 policy of this State:
 

4 (a) that the preservation and strengthening of family life is a matter
 

5 of public concern as being in the interests of the general welfare;
 

6 (b) that the prevention and correction of dependency and delinquenoy
 

7 among children should be accomplished so far tiS practicable through weI­

8 fare services which will seek to continue the living of such children in 

9 their own homes; 

(c) that necessary welfare services to children should be strengthened 

11 and extended through the development of private and voluntary agenoie. 

12 qualified to provide such services; and 

10 



13 (d) that wherever in thQJ State riecessU1 welfare services are not 

14 available to children who are dependent or delinquent, or in danger of so 

15 becoming, tl'len aueh serviees should be pr~i<l~dby tbia. ..&IP.te util iUch:' ,'-; 1.,'· .' :; " "" 
16 time as they are made available by private and'voluntary atericies. 

1 2. For the purposes of this act the following words and terms shall,
 

2 unless otherwise indicated, be deemed and taken to. have the meanings herein
 

3 given to them:
 

4 (a) The title "State Board of CliildWelfare" means the State agency
 

5 for the care, custody, guardianship, maintenance and protection of children,
 

6 as more specifically described by the provisions of this act, and as other­

7 wise designated by the laws of this State as the State Board of Child Wel­

8 fare or the State Board of Children's Guardians.
 

9 (b) The word "childH inch:des stepchild and illegitimate child, and fur­

10 ther means any person under the age of twenty-one years.
 

11 (a), The term "care" means cognizance of a child for the purpose of
 

12 providing necessary welfare services, or maintenance, or both.
 

13 (d) The term "custody" means control over the person of a child, as
 

14 established by surrenders and releases of custody or consents to adoption,
 

15 for the purpose of providing necessary welfare services, or maintenance,
 

16 or both.
 

17 (e) The term "guardianship" means control over the person and prop­


18 erty of a child as established by the order of a court of competent juris­


19 diction, and as more specifically defined by the provisions of this act.
 

20 (f) The term, "maintenanoe" means board, clothing and medical, dental
 
I 

21 and hospital care, or auy of them, as furnished to or for a child pursuant to
 

~ the provisious of this act.
 

23 (g) The term "welfare services" means consultation, counselling, and
 

.24 referral to or utilization of available resources, for the purpose of determiu­


25 ina aud correcti~, or adj~sting matters and oircumstances whioh are endan­


26 gering the welfare of a child, and for the purpose of promoting his proper
 

27 development and adjustment in the family and the community.
 

28 (h) The sinplar includes the plural form.
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29 (i) The maaoa1ine DOun and pronoun include the femiDine. 

38 Tbe·wero "may" ahall be construed to be permissive. 

1 3~ '!'he B~teBoal'd ofChildWelfare, in adnlia.mering the proviti01l8 

2 of this aot, shall: 

8 (a). provide caN and coatody for chiWren·eqibletherefor in such maD.­

4: Del' .that the children may, ao far as practica'ble, continue to tive in their 

5 own homes and family life be thereby preserved and strugthenedj 

6 (b) F9vide necessary welfare scrvices as maybe requi.red by suGh 

7 children, so far as practicable, without assumption of custody; 

8 (0) encourage the development af private and voluntary agencies quaI­

S i1ied to provide welfare services for children to the 'tIud that through c0­

lO	 operative effort the. need for such services may be limited or reduced. 

1 4.. The State Board of Child Welf~l'e sblllllulVe the 1'8Qui.ite powers to: 

2 {a) exercise general supervision ·over children tOI' whom care,culltody 

3 or guardianahlp is provided in accordance with article two ·of this act; 

4: (b) administer for the Departmont of Institutions and Agencies the
 

5 powers and duties provided in chapter three of Title 9 of the &viaed Stat­


6 utes (adoption), as amended and supplcmented, as the same may be dele­


7 gated and assigned by the said department;
 

8 (c) administer for the Commissioner of Institutions find Agencies the
 

9 powers and duties as provided in chapter seven of Title 90f the Revised
 

10 Statutes (dependent children; bringing into State), all ,aweudedud &upple­


11 mented, as the same may be delegated and assigned by the said cOJJ;l1nUMner;
 

12 (d) administer for the State Board of Control of Institutions and
 

13 Agencies the powers and duties provided in seotiolls 30:1-14. through 80;1-17
 

14: of chapter one of Title 30 of the Revised Statutea (visitation Iud iuspec­


15 tion), as amended and supplemented, so far as the l!I8we may be delegated
 

16 and ailBigned ·by the said State Board of Control with reapoot to institu­


17 tiona, organizations and noninstitutional "gcucies for the care, cuKtody aod
 

18 welfare of children; 



19 (e) provide care and exercise supervision over children paroled or re­

20 leased from State correctional institutions for juveniles in accordance with 

21 rules and regulations established by the State Boardof Control of Institu­

22 tions and Agencies; 

23 (f) make investigations or provide supervision of any child in this State 

24 at the request and on behalf of a public or private· agency or institution of 

25 any other State; 

26' (g) co-operate with the public welfare boards and the private agencies 

27 and institutions fol' the care of children in this State in order that the pro­

28 grams of such boards, agencies and institutions may be developed and fully 

29 utilized and that there may be a co-ordination of all public and private fa­

30 cilities for the protection and care of children 

31 (h) issue such reasonable rulEls and regulations as may be necessary for 

82 the purpose of carrying 'into effect the meaning of this act, which rules and 

83 regulations shall be binding so far as they are consistent with such purpose. 

1 5. Nothing in this act shall authori~e the State Board of Child Welfare 

2 to accept the care or custody of any child, nor to provide welfare services 

3 for allY child, except with the voluntary approval and consent of the parent, 

4 parents, legal custodian, guardian or other person with whom the child may 

5 be living. 

1 6. No person to whom or for whom payments for maintenance are 

2 made under this act shall be deemed to be or classified as a pauper by reason 

3 thereof. 

1 7. All birth, death and marriage certificates which may be requh'ed 

2 under the provisions of this act, or under any rule or regulation issued by 

8 the State Board of Child Welfare, shall be issued free of charge upon the 

4 order of the State Board of Child Welfare. 

1 8. All amounts paid for maintenance under the provisions of this act, 

2 except such amounts as are paid for medical, dentalalld hospital care, shall 

8 be exempt from any tax levied by the Stnte or by any subdivision thereof. 

1 9. The provisious of this act shull not be cOllstrued to termiuate, alter 



2 or effect any order of commitment or g'rflnt of assistance heretofore made 

3 under any law relating to the State BOHrd of Child Welfare or the State 

4 Board of Children's Guardians, such order or grant being in effect as of the 

5 effeotive date of this act. 

6 Any action heretofore taken by the State Board of Child Welfare or the 

7 State Board of Children's Guardians pursuant to any law of this State, or 

8 ~y rule or regulation of the said St.ateBoard of Child Welfare or the 

9 State Board of Children's Guardians, shall remain in full force and effect 

10 until altered, amended or revoked by the State Board of Child Welfare 

11 pursuant to its powers and duties as now or hereafter established. Any 

12 legal agreement, contract or obligation previously entered into by the State 

13 Board of Child W~lfare· or the State Bonrd of Children's Guardinlls shall 

14 continue in full force and effect and shall be binding upon tho Stllte Board 

15 of Child Welfare for the intents and purposes of such agreement, conh'act 

16 or obligation. 

1 10. This act shall be liberally construed. Any particular grunt of power 

2 contained in this act shall be held to be ill specification but not in limitntion 

3 of general powers. 

4 Nothing in this act shall be construed as l'epcnling any other law 01' 

5 part of any law providing for the settlement, relief, assistance and support 

6 of the poor, except in so far as inconsistent therowith; nor shall t.he provi. 

7 sions contained in this act be construed to repeal other provisions of the law 

8 not inconsistent herewith. 

9 Nothing in this act shall operate to repeal 01' nullify tile provisiol1s of 

10 Title 11 of the Revised Statutes (11 :1-1 ot seq.). 

ARTICLE II 

OARE, CUSTODY AND GUAltDIANRHU' 

1 11. Whenever it shall appear that any cllild within this State is of such 

2 circumstances that his welfare will be endnugcl'Nl unll~s8 propel' CIUO ur CUH· 

3 tody is provided, an application sottiug' fOl'th till' fll(~t8 in the (lillie umy J)(l 
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4 filed wi~ :'ne State Board of ChUd Welfare try '8 paTentor o'therrelative of 

5 such -child, by a person standing in loco parentis· to ,sut!Jl ebild, or by a person 

6 or association or agency or publie o16mal ilaving a speeial'interest ill 1!uch 

7 child, seeking that the State Board of Child Welfare aee8pt ud prOvide 

'8 such care or imstody of such child as the einmm&tattceB may reqUtl'e. Such 

!l A!I!,Ucation shall be in writing, and shaJl1contain '8 statement ~ftbe relation­

1'0 ship to or special interest insucb child which justifies the filmg -of such ap­

11 plication. The provi8i~M of this section shaH be deemed to include an 

12 application for welfare services on behalf of an unborn child when the 

13 prospective mother is within this State at the time of .pplication for such 

14 services. 

1 12. Upon receipt of an application 8S provided in sedtion ·eleven hereof, 

2 the State Board of Child Welfare shall verity the statements set forth in 

8 such application and shall investigate all the matters pertaining to the cir­

4 cumstances of the child. If upon such verification and investigation it shall 

5 appear (a) that the welfare of such child will be endangered unless proper 

6 care or custody is provided; (b) that there is no welfare or child-caring 

7 society or institution duly organized under the laws of this State which can 

8 and will provide the welfare services required by such child; (c) that the 

9 needs of such child cannot properly be provided for by financial a!5sistance 

10 as madeavnilable by the Public Assistance Code of 1951 ; (d) that there is 

11 no person legally responsible for the support of suehchild. whose identity 

12 and whereabouts are known and who is willing and able to provide for the 

13 care ond support required by such child; and (e) that 8uch child does not 

14 require immediate institutional care because of physical 'Or mental disability; 

15 then the State Board of Child Welfare may acoept and provide suoh care 

16 or custody as the oircumstances of such child may require. 

1 13. If in the course of verifying and investigating any applications, as 

2 provided for in sections eleven and twelve hereof, it shall appear that there 

3 is II welfare or child-caring society or institution duly organized under the 

4 laws of this State which can and will provide the welfare services required 



:) by the clDld; or it sball appear that tl18re is. a persoa. legally ftsponsible for 

6 the· 8Dpport of the child who is willing' and able to provide the care and 

7 support required by such -child; 01' it sball appear that the ..eed. of the e1Wd 

8 can ProPel'}y; be providedJ for by finaneial 88sistance as made a'faildle by 

9 the Public .Assistance Code of .1951; then, tae State Board of OIaild Wel­

10 fare,- beCome aooepting and providing care or custody, sbaH 11.rst mak. proper 

11 referral of the matter to such society, institutioa, or penon, or to the agel\Gy 

12 charged with the administration of' 8_ financial assistance. 

1 14. The State, Board of Child Weltare shall give due notice in writing to
 

2 the applicant of the action' taken on oy application as provided in leoti8ll8
 

3 twelve and thirteen hereof.
 

1 . 15.. Whenever (a) it appears that ft; court, wherein' a complaint· haa been
 

2 pl'Offered u provided in chapter six of Title 9, of the Reviled' Statutes, has
 

3 entered' a conviotion against the pa·rent or parenti, guardian, or person
 

4 having CDstody and control of any eilHd because of abuse, abandonment,
 

5 Regleet ef or crnelty to such child; and (b) it appears that any child has been
 

6; adjudged; delinquent by a court of proper jUl'isdiction in thil State; or (c)
 

7 it appears that the best intercsts of any child under tho care or custody of
 

8 the State Board of Child Welfare require that he be placed under guardian­


9 ship; a petition, setting forth the facts in thc case, may be Aled with the
 

10 juvenile and domestic relAtions court of the county where such child may 

11 be at the time of the filing of such petition. A petition 8S provided ill this 

12 section may be filed by any person 01' any· association' or ageOOy, interested 

13 in such child, or by the State Board of Child Welfare in the circumstances , 
14 set forth'in item (0) hereof. 

I
\

1 16. Where the petitioner under section fifteen hereof is an association or . 
2 agency, such petitioner shall file with the petition a summary of its recorda
 

3 of the case.
 1 
) 1 

1 17. When a petition is filed under section fifteen horeof by a periOD,
 

2 association or agency other than the State Board of Child' Welfare, the
 

3' eourt, in additiOn to causing service to be made upon the parent, parenti,
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4 guardian 01' person having custody and control of such child, in aecor<bmce 

5 with rules of court, shall al80 cause a copy ofthe",petition.\&nd'notice of the 

6 time and place of hearingto'beserved on or imailed ,toi 'the State Board of 

7 Child Welfare at least twenty days before the time of'such hearing. 

8 Whenever a petition is filed under ,section fifteen. hereof, andthere·sha1l 
, 

9 be filed with such petition a statement or .statements made under' oath and 

10 attesting that the best interests of the child require that he be placed under 

11 the guardianship-of the State Board of Child Wclfare immediately and 

12 pending final hearing, the court, at a special summary hearing held upon no­

13 tioe to the State Board of Child Welfare, may make an interlocutory order 

14 committing such child to the State Board of Child Welfare until a final hear­

15 ing on the petition. Such interlocutory order shall have the same force and 

16 effect as an order of commitment provided for in section twenty hereof. 

1 18. Immediately upon receipt of the copy of a petition served on or 

2 mailed to the State Board of Child Welfare as provided by section seven­

3, teen hereof, such State board shall verify such petition and investigate all 

4 the facts pertaining to the eligibility of the child for commitment, and 

5 prior to the day set for hearing shall file with the court a report of its find­

6 ings. Such report shall show such facts as will assist the court in making a 

7 ~ecision in the matter. 

1 19. Adjournment of any hearing on a petition filed under sec.tion fifteen 

2 hereof shall not exceed a total period of ninety days. 

1 20. If upon the CQIQpletion of such hearing the court is satis:6.edthat 

2 the best interests of such child require that he be placed under proper, 
3 guardianship, such court shall make an order committing such child to the 

4 guardianship and control of the State Board of Child Welfare, and such 

5 child shall thereupo;n become the legal ward of such board, and such board 

6 shall be the legal guardian of such child for all purposes. . 

7 If the. court shall }lave made an interlocutory order a~ provided in sec­

,:8 ~o~ seventeen hereof, but at the final hearing a further ordel' of commit• 

. 9 lJlent shall not be made as provided intb!s seotion, the State Board, of Child 
~ r . .. , ":'. j , \ , ' "." . , .' , . "' . ,. , ' , ~ 
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10 Welfar~ ~ return the ~d forthwith tu the parent or parent., guardian 

11 orlNtrson haviJm had cUBtc>dy of th(' child immediately prior to the 1Uing of 

12 ,th~petition;prt:)Videtl~ 1aotoe"er~ that if such parent or parents, guardian or 
, • " < "" ,,' 

13 pe~Illul.viJ1g.4acl 4),ll~tody cannot be fouud or,for other reason satisfaotory 

14 to the court, is unable to accept the child, the State Board of Child WeI­

15 fa~e'i'l~9,n,. order of the court, may place the child with such other person. 

16 orlNtr80nB who, ut the time of final hearing, expressed willingness to aa­

17 capt the child, but such order shall in no wise be oonstrued as a grant of 

18 oustody or gu~l"4ianship. In all such cases the interlooutory order shall 

19 continue in full force and eirect until the State 30ard of Child Welfare 

20 shall have made disposition of the child as provided herein, but in no case 

21 for a period longer than thirty days after the final hearing. 

1 . 21. The order of the court committing a child to the guardianship of 

2 the State Board of Child Welfare shall in no wise be restriotive of the du­

3 ties, powers and authority of such board in the care, custody, placement, 

4 welfare and exclusive guardianship of the child as provided in this aot, and 

5 such board shall be removed as such guardian only by a oourt of competent 

6 jurisdiction upon charges preferred and upon good oause shown after an 

7 opportunity to be heard. 

I 22. The guardianship of the State Board of Child Welfare shall be full 

2 and complete for all purposes and shall vest in such board tho custody and 

3 control of both the person and property of its wards, whether oommitted 

4 prior or subsequent to the effective date of this act, without the neoessity 

5 of giving bond, and notwithstanding any previous appointment of a guard­

6 ian for such wards. 

7 Such guardianship of the State Board of Child Welfare shall enable 

8 such board, acting as in a corporate capacity, to proseoute suits, claims and 

9 any and all manner of proceedings or actions in law or equity for and on 

10 behalf of its wards; to demand and receive from all persons, includior 

11 guardians previously appointed, any and all property of its wards; and to 

12 hold and administer the real and personal property of its wards, or any 
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13 interest they may have therein; providtd, however, that:it' slWl' be proper 

14 for the said board, in its discretion, t6 hbldfimds of' 'its"oftrds on deposit 

15 in one or more banks or trust companies'in this Stat~,andtoa:ppltfuDds, 

16 other' tha~ earnings, of any wardagains't· expenditures fof' tli~ maintenance 

17 of such ward. 

18 The County Court of the county where the comnrltinentwas'uiade shall 

19 have jurisdiction to hear and' determine any arid all' proceedings affecting 

20 the guardianship of the State Board of' Child Welfa.re. Th~ County Court 

21 of each county shall have jurisdiction to hear and" determine petitions by 

22 such board, on behalf of its wards, for the transfer of any or all 'assets being 

23 held by guardians previously appointed. The County Court shall have juris­

24 diction, in its discretion, to waive costs in any proceedings by the State 

25 Board of Child Welfare on behalf of its wards. 

1 23. In addition to the methods otherwise provided in this article for 

2 establishing guardianship by the State Board of Child Welfare, and when 

3 necessary to carry out the provisions of this act, the State Board of Child 

4 Welfare, after due investigation and consideration, may, in cases where it 

5 would be to the permanent advantage of the child, take voluntary surrenders 

6 and releases of custody and consents to adoption from the pare!1t, parents or 

7 other persons or agencies having the l'lght or authority to give such sur­

8 renders, releases and consents. Such surrenders, releases and consents, when 

9 properly acknowledged in the manner and form as provided by section 

10 46 :14-6 of the Revised Statutes, shall be valid and binding irrespective of 

11 the age of the pel'son giving the same, and shall be irrevocable except at the 

12 discretion of the State Board of Child Welfare or upon order of a court of 

13 competent jurisdiction. 

1 24. Whenever the director of welfare of any county or lDunicipality in 

2 this State shall be called upon to provide for any child whose needs cannot 

3 properly be provided for by financial assistance as made available by the 

4, Public Assistance Code of 1951, such director shall, within twenty·four hours 

5 thereafter, give writtep. notice. thereof to the State Board of Ohild Welfare, 
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6 and shall file an application for care or cU8tod~', as provided in section eleven 

7 of this8Ct, or shall file a petition as provided in sQction fifteen of this aot, as 

8thecase,J:08yJ>e.Suchnotioe shall contain all available infol'mation concern­

9 j,Bg lilu~h ~d and itscircwnstances as will enable such State bQard to take 

10 proper action in the e.ase. If the immediate needs of such child so require, OJ 

11: ~uch.director. shall provide for the care of such child in a suitable place ap­

12 proved for that purpose by the State Board of Child Welfare, paying there­

13 for as a charge against assistance funds until such time as the child has been 

14 found eligible {Ol' care, custody or guardianship in accordance with the pro­

15 visions of this act. 

ARTICLE 'Ill 

MAINTENANCE AND SUPERVISION 

1 25. "The State Board of Child Welfare, by its agent or agents, shall rogu­

2 larly visit all children receivinp: care, custody' or guardianship under' the
 

3 provisions of this act in order to assure the maximum benefit from such
 

4 services. 

1 26. Whenever the circumstances of a child are such that proper care,, 

2 custody, and guardianship C8n1l0t be provided for such child in his own
 

3 home, the State Board of Child Welfnre may place such child in Il suitable
 

4 family home, with 01' without payment.of board, as tho noeds of the child may
 

5 require; provided, however, that while such Stato board is Hoeking such family
 

6 home, or if the special needs of any such child may so require, such Stute
 

7. board may place such child in an institution in this State for the care of
 

8 children or in any other suitable place which 8uch State board, in its .dis­


9 cretion, may find proper and neCC88E\J'Y 1'01' tho care of tho child. In tho
 

10 placement of Rny child the State BOlLrd of Child Welfurc slmll Wilke evory
 

11 reasonable effort to soluct R family homo 01' an il1!~titutioll of tbo samo
 

12 religious faith 68 tho parent or pal"llnt8 of Buell cbild.
 

13 Whenever tbe State Board of Child Welfaro IoIhnll pineo /my cbild, Ill!
 

14 provided by this section, ill any municipality nnd county of this Slato, slich
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15 child shan be deemed a resident of suchmumcipauty- and cc)Un.ty for all pur­

16 poses, and such child shall be entitled to the use" and'bellefttof the health, 

17 educational,recreational, voc"ationalrriici other facilities'of 8uch municipality 

18 and ooimtyin the same manner ande~ent 8.81111y othe~ chiIciliving in such 

19 municipality 'and county. 

1 27;"" Pursuant to the pro'riding of care, custody orguardiansbip for any 

, 2 child, in 'acCordance with' the provisions of this act, the state Board of Child 

3Weifare may expend such sUms as may be necessary for the reasonable and 

4 proper cost of maintenance, including board, clothing and medical, dental and 

5 hospital care, or any of them, as the needs of any such child may require. 

6 Such cost shall be chargeable against S~te funds as made available in accord­

7 ance willi article four of this act; provided, however, that no such cost shall 

8 be so chargeable if incurred earlier than the date of, acceptance of care or 

9 custody of a child, as provided in section twelve hereof, or earlier than the 

10 effective date of an order of commitment, as provided in section twenty 

11 hereof. 

1 28. The State Board of Child Welfare may at any time discharge from 
, 

2 its care, custody or guardianship any child, if in the opinion of such board 

3 the best interests of the child will be promoted thereby. 

ABTIOLJll IV 

PINANOUL PROVISIONS 

1 29. Subject to the provisions of section thirty hereof, payments for 

2 maintenance authorized by this act shall be made by the State Board of Child 

3 Welfare. 

4 The treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare is hereby empowered 

5 to receive from the State Treasurer such sums as shall be appropriated for 

6 the purposes of this act, and shall cause such sums to be set up in a special 

7 account or accounts subject to disbursement by the State Board of Child 

8 Welfare in accordance with the provisions of this act. 
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1 30; The Go"emor shaH fix and determine and state in his annual budget 

2 message a sum -suflicientto pay the estimated amount required to carry into 

3 -f eff-eat the provisions of this act, together with the deAcienciea, if any, in­

4:ourred in the previous year. The Legislature shall inolude the amount 80 

5 determined and stated in the annual appropriation bill. 

.6" Pa)1D&nts from funds appropriated for the provision of maintenance 

7 asauthol'ized by this act shall be made monthly in advance by the' State 

8 Tteasurer, on the' warrant of the Commissioner of Taxation and Finance to 

9 -the treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare, upon statements furniahed 

10 by the State Board of Child Welfare, approved by the Department of Institu­

11 tions and Agencies. 

1 31. The State Board of Control of Institutions and Agencies or its duly 
-

2 authorized representative is hereby empowered to negotiate wiih the Federal 

3 Government to seoure such financial assistance for the carrying out of· this 

4: aot as may be provided in the Federal Social Seourity Act, and the State 

5 Treasurer is hereby empowered to receive such moneys and shall caule them 

6 to be placed in the account or accounts of the State Board of Child Welfare, 

7 acting as the agent of the State Board of Control of Institutions and Agen­

8 cies, for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this act. 

9 The State Board of Control is further empowered to organize the work 

10 of the several departments eoming under its jurisdiction in behalf of de­

II pendent and neglected children to comply with the reasonable requirements 

12 of the Social Security Board and the Federal Children's Bureau 8S aet forth 

13 in Title IV and section 521 of Title V of the Federal Social Security Act, 

14 and to co-operate, through the State Board of Child Welfare, in extending 

15 and strengthening public welfare services for the protection and care of 

16 homeless, dependent and neglected children and children in danger of becom­

17 ing delinquent. 

1 32. Whenever a child receiving carc, custody, or guardianahip al pro­

2 vided by this act has died, and an investigation by the State Board of Ohild 

3 Welfare discloses that there are insufficient funds from any other source to 
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-d41.p~f~eHP.J\9per ~",~W1,St.atellqM6 _Y,~Il~~~'~ it!pe~ture of an 

::5"alJ1@nt l'~allCm&bly~~,.ry ,to lproYide,,,,prllper:,~~~l,~ !iluch: ~~. and 

6, luch: 1UIlOBt:8aU "ta,I,..~~r,;~~.-,..aMlet fiija~,:~~tAiD--tlw"lUnitB 

--'t": ,-- ,8 for maintenance. 

II diS. ~e:iSt*te'Boal!d of,'C.bild,W#lf.l'e' mIIW;"eoJlPf9~~,i8ettle any 

.~; claim"'e ·Oflwhieh _yt~Qledueljfpqh lJQa1!4jtqr"~~li1,~t,pf ,1Il0neyB 

~"paid: toany:)indiyid.l<or"ol!8.Il_tlonjlf1)r.mailf<t;e~ee:pfra o!lihl. A ,memo­

;14·lrand.m:..f:ther,cQlllPfO-".QfAJtdl'fJ~ttle'Pt~llt.dtball· 'lJe ;~Jl~e~. ~Jin .the ]official 

16·Ai1tu*ts.,1}f;~{P~I;1qf .. ~e'i·~r<l. 

1 34. Whenever the State Board of Child Welfare!~-"l'ecov,erorlleoeive 

:12 !C.kltbufsemtnt;ofi!~f,:mQileJ8I paid ,tOiil,UY iattiviii8l~.r'QI"P-w.zation for the 

'3,~lIlILiIltenaneo.of .a:~ld,: the, IIlQU'y8 S,O! <l'~ver~ ~r:.fe"lv.ed shall ,be, oredited 

J4l~1.be;)8tl!:tel.tre8sullY' or! Ito :'.thei:FedeJ!aLGov,emmenHn -the ,SlUQelproportion 

:;6; aslihey,were ~hlu.edjn,;~e,o'l'igjua'linatance. 'mbe ;8~te '.aQalld of Ohild 

,iii WJeifal!eis iherebyrauflhorized, to ,take all rnecellea1'Y.'alldllpr.Q~rr$otionunder 

1'7 i·the lllws of 'this &ate 'for), the ,reoovellY'r~f ,any. :such IOOneys ·wtQngfully re­

,)~Lceived.r,reta:inedby any individual &r.iorganizatiou; &rf-orthel'eoovery from 

9 thedperson lQrllpersons I responsibleuidel'\ the~ws,ofthis 'State >for the 15upport 

10 of ,8ueh,obiJd ,the,'Value,'of·maintenance .f.UTnished to,sueh ohild. 

1 ;85. IThe State!Bciard of I Child W-e!tare.is 11llithorized to retain anyvolun­

;2,tAlry, oontributious,of"money, heretofore reoeive.d by -it, ,and.;·.to· reosive future 

fa oontriblltiOll8.All i8ueth oontribution8"whetherlalr~ady;received or helleafier 

.14: '.Ne'eived, shalli be..kept,ina ,separat~d1ind, and shall be fused ,ooly .upon order 

.!D;of,the board1for thefpurposes for wllieh the OOfttr,ibuticms'tWere, made, and such 

~. fwiUs :shall ..be in the oustody and centrol of ·thetreasurerof the State 

}71'Boanl,ofrOhild \Welfare,.and,his CIl8ieiahoolld giiVeni-as ,suob trealurer shall 

8 be responsible for the faithful keeping and distribution of lneO.! fund. 

1,:36. IOn ''8pplicationin IWl'itiq hy :the State ,Boamof!·GbUdWelfare the 

!SI' S4Jate ~·rea8u\"eron war,rant of tlle\Comptrollerimay :pay to the ;treasurer of 

'81. beal'd'fromits aamualepptopriation suob amount -Dot, exoeeding five 
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4 thousand dollars ($5,000.00)' as may be necessary to establish a petty cash
 

5 fliild for the payment of traveling expenses and sucll other current' expe~8~8'
 

6 as require 'a pr6in:pt cash 'outlay. 

7 . Tb'etrilasurer of the 'State Board ot Child'Welfal'e shall ftte anaaaoulW;
 

8 with vouchers attached showing all expenditures from hi~ petty eaah fOlld'
 

9 'and ion receipt of the amount thereof from th~ State Trea:s\1t'er'shaU reim.
 

10 burse the fund. Any questions with roferenoe to the allowanee,. expenditure, 
j

, 111 accounting and reimbursement of petty cash moneys shan be' finally de­ 1 
1 

12termined by ruling of the State Comptroller. i 

1 31. Whenever the State' Board of Child W~lff1re shall Have isslied; or'
 

2 shallhereaft~r issue, any checks, drafts or warrants to be paid ~frommoneys
 

3 received fr.om' the Federal Government, the' State, or any county of this \
 

4: State for the cost of maintenance, and 8u~h ohecks, drafts ol'warranta' shan
 

5 not be cashed'for a period of one year from the date of'islme, the following'
 

6 procedure 'slum be taken:
 

7 (a) The State Board of Child Welfare shall give due notice to thtrballk'
 

8 on which such checks, drafts or warrants were iS8ued that no payment shall,.' .
 

9 be made I thereon.
 

10 (b) The State Board of Child Welfare I!hall then from time to time de,;'
 

11 posit in a special fund moneys in an amount equal to that reprellentedby'
 

12 such checks, drafts or warrants, which moneys shall be held for the pay­


13 ments of such checks, drafs or warrnntR. Such special fuud S}II\U be in the'
 

14 custody and control of the treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare,'
 

15 and his official bond given as such treasurer shall be responllible for the
 

16 faithful keeping and distribution of suehfund:
 

17
 (c) The moneys so deposited shall be maintained in such speoial fond 

18 for a period of six years from the date of deposit, and, it' still unclaimed' 

19 after that time by anyone having a legnl right thereto, shall be' credit'cd' to· 

20 the Federal Government, the State, or Ilny county of thiB State in th~ Ramo 

21 proportion as such moneys were received by the State Board of Child'Wel­

22 fare in the original instance. 
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23 Whenever thefiltate Board of Child W~~are;,td1ap., ~r~~ 9r.~~~,any 

24 monersto tlJeFederal Gove~ent, .t9~JJ,~te.~r allyc,o~~9f~,.,a~tepur-
"' ," ~,- - - - ,'0: '., , . ~ • '., - - '. 

25 suant to the provisions of this section, it shMUllE~t:eupon,beJree of aUobli­
, '. 'c; , .- l.,.-" _ ,', ,. { '", '. ., ';,~: I.. ' ­

26;gations 8S to those checks, dz:afts oz: warJ:'an~ for wlD,ch ~~oh. IOOneya had 

27 been held for payment. 

1 38.. The following acts and statutes toge~er with. all amendID~nts thereof 

2 apd. ~upplementB thereto are. repealed: 

3 "', Ohapter five of Title, .30 of the Revised. atatu~s; 

4 "An act defining the guardianship of the State Board of Children's 

5 (luardians ~d providing for the administration thereof, U approved May 

6 eleventh, .0nethouBand nine hundred and thirty-eight (P. L. 1938, c. 160); 

7 "An act concerning the care, maintenance, supervision and guardianship 

8:otdependent and neglected children, promoting home life therefor, providing 

9 penalties for violation thereof, and amending sections 30 :5-1, 30 :5-33, 

10 30 :5-36, 30 :5-43 and 30:5-44 of the Revised Statutes," approved May 

11 eleventh, one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight (P. L. 1938, c. 161); 

12 "An a~t to amend an act entitled 'An act concerning the care, main­

13 tenance, supervision and guardianship of dependent and neglected children, 

14 prom~ting home life therefor, providing penalties for violation thereof, and 

amending sections 30 :5-1, 30 :5-33, 30 :5-36, 30 :5-48 and 30:5-44 of the Re­

16 vised Statutes,' approved May eleventh, one thousand nine hundred and 

17 thirty-eight," approved June twenty-second, one thousand nine hundred and 

17A thirty-eight (P. L. 1938, c. 400); 

18 "An act' concerning checks, drafts or warrants issued by the State Board 

19 of Children's Guardians which remain uncashed for a period of one year, 

2O.,and providing for the disposition, of moneys held for payment thereof," 

21 app~oved July twelfth one thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine (P. L. 

22 1939, c. 213) ; 

22.. "An act concerning the care, maintenance, supervision and guardian­

22B .ship of dependent and neglected children, promoting home life therefor, 

220 pl'oviding penalties for violation thereof, aud amending section 30:5-4 of the 
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22D Revised Statutes," appro'Ved July eighteenth'. one t,housand nine hundred 

2211 ..nd thirty-nine (P. L~ 1939,cc; 245); 

23 'iAn act concerning the care, maintenance, supervision and guardian­

24 ship of dependent and neglected children, promoting home lito therefor, 

25' 'providing" penalties for violation thereof, and amending flcctiona 30 :5-9', 

2630:~, 30 :5-35 and 30:5-36 of the Revised Statutos as previously 

27 amended," approved November eight~entb, one thollsand nine hundred and 

28 thirty-nine (P. L. 1939, c. 377); 

29 "An act c01\eerning the care, maintenance, supervision an,. guardian­

30 ship of dependent and neglected Children, promoting horne life therefor, 

31 providing penalties for violation thereof, and "mending sect.ion 80 :5-1 ot 

32 th~ Revised Statutes," approved June eighteenth, one tllousand nine hun­

33 dred and forty (P~ L. 1MO, c. 11S); 

34 "An act cofteetning the care, maintenance, supervision and guardian­

35 ship of dependent and neglected children, and the promotion of home Ille 

36 therefor, and amending section 30:5-36 of the Revised Statutes," approved 

37 May sixth, one thousand nine hundred and forty-two (P. L. 1942, e. i21); 

38 c" An act concerning the care, maintenance, supervision Bnd guardian­

39 ship of dependent and neglected children, promoting home life tllerefor, 

40 providing penalties for violation thereof, and amending scctions 30 :5-7 and 

41 30:5-8 of the Revised Statutes," approved May sixth, ono thousand ninA 

42 hundred and forty-two (P. L. 1942, c. 140) ; 

43 "An nct concerning the care, mnintenance, supervision and guardian­

44 ship of dependent and neglected children, promoting home life therefor, pro­

45 viding penalties for violation thereof, and amending sections 30 :5-19, 

46 30 :5-21 and 30 :5-26 of the Revised Statutes," approved May fourteenth, one 

47 thousand nine hundred and forty-two (P. L. 1942, c. 223); 

48 "An act authorizing the State Board of Children'8 Guardians and the 

49 welfare boards of the several counties to compromise and sottle certain 

50 claims for reimbursement of financial assistance furllisllOd any individual 

51 under chapter five of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, " approved April 

52 sixth, one thousand nine hundred and forty-threo (P. L. 1943, 0.89); 
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58 "An act concerning aid to dependent ,children and their mothen, and
 

54 amending sections 30:1>-7, 30:5-33, 30:5r-37 and 30:~of the Reviled Stat­


55 utes," approved April twenty-first, one thousand nine hundred and forty­

56 four (P. L. 1944, c. 194) ;
 

57 "An act concerning grants of home life assistance by the State Board
 

58 of Children 's Gu~~'.!!!!.ns, and amending section 30:5-33. of the Bevised Sta~
 

59 utes," approved April thirtieth, one thousand nine hundred and forty-five
 

60 (P. L. 1945, c. 264) ;
 

61 "An act concerning aid to depen~ent children and their mothers, and
 

62 amending section 30:5-8 of the Revised Statutes," approved May seventh,
 

63 one thousand nine hundred and forty-seven (P. L. 1947, c. 128) j
 

64 " An act to change the name of the State Board of Children's Guardians
 

65 to the State Board of Child Welfare, and supplementing chapter :five of
 

66 Title 30 of the Revised Statutes," approved June eleventh, one thousand nine
 

67 hundred and forty-seven (P. L. 1947, c. 257);
 

68 "An act concerning grants of home life assistance by the State Board
 

69 of Child Welfare, and amending section 30 :5-33 of the Revised Statutes,"
 

70 approved July sixth, one thousand nine hundred and fifty (P. L. 1950, c. 317);
 

71 Chapter five A of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes.
 

1 39. To the extent that this act contains provisions not inconsistent with 

2 those of prior laws it shall be construed as a continuation of sucll laws. The 

3 repeal of the acts and statutes as provided by section thirty-eight hereof 

4, shall not revive or re-establish any office, positions, functions, powers, or 

5 duties heretofore abolished by such acts and statutes. 

1 40. This act shall take effect January first, one thousand nine hundred 

2 and fifty-two. ' 

1 rl 

STATEMENT 
< ! '. ~ 

.At the present time, the State Board of Child Welfare is not authorized 

to'pr~-ride services to ohiidren unless and until they have been oommitted to 

the"'n07 'b1 'ooal't order. This generally'means that the family situation has 
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deterio~~~.,~ __ ~e' point where the court is called upon to make .' deoision' 

which tak~_ ,away' parentalrighta in favor of public guardi&D8hip.In maby 

'OPe&,.bowever;, it olearly, appears that the family life would have beenpt., 

served, or children protected from treatment as delinquents'if servioeaho. 

a- tmildreh'e agency could have 'been obtained, direotly or by referral, when 

thij probleb18 first arose. This has been demonstrated by the private and vol~ 

utltaryagenoie's in the areas where they now function, and in a oertaiafew 

counties w1lerethe State Board of Child Welfare has been able to e.taWi_ 

aftmblepl'~am of child "'lfare 8etvioos through limited gTanta of Fed&ral 

foods. 

The proposed legislation, in its statement of policy and prooedure, calls f-or 

preservationo{faJlll1ylife in meeting the problems of children; the utilisation 

of private and volUntary services when able and'available to meett"''el problem.. 

presented; theprovidilig of public services in areas where private agencies do 

not 'presently exist; and the "wotking together" of all faoilities dedicated to 

the welfare of children and youth. 

In many areas of the State, particularly in the rural counties, there are no 

local private agencies or no local offices of those private agencies carrying 

State-wide programs. It is in these areas that the State Board of Ohild Wel~ 

fare would be enabled to provide service to children without court commitment, 

which service might consist of referral to other agencies which can afford gen­

eral or specialized forms of care. 

The present means of court established guardianship is continued for thOle 

types o~ problems which require such action. However, the State Board of 

Child Welfare would be enabled to provide oare and custody for children, 

without court aetion, when the parents or other persons having custody of 

the children voluntarily seek or co-operate in the program. In proper O8lel, 

this would permit foster home placement where the family home is temporarily 

disrupted, and adoption placements where the agency and the parenti a.ree 

that this would be to the permanent advantage of the child. State fundi for 

maintenance would be used when necessary for the welfare of the child, but. 
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provisioDs an made fH, alSUriDg .that ,parfJllts .. til_ oMigatic:iB& of np.
 

pori within theD 1ileaD& ,'De ability to a«Ord!OOD~ ~.ptiea plaae
 
, 

.• ~ I 1 

h IQ8IlY jll8taaoee, Ole, State Board, iO'CbildWeJlue ili,....s.1i .. pre_ 

vide supen1sion far childre&:· 011: behalf: of ,ag8Iic!ies·ot','GtMr .sate8, ,or ill 

the;a~atratioD of naUoual· programs lMlab·aa·for m.pIaeecl',)eIIOJl8. At· 

tM pNsen.t ,tim6t thi&. ca.nnotbe done through.the publie agSItC1,.altBougk no 

finaaeial. Oblipti&B8 &1'& involved. The pro~ legisl~tiOil w&\1ld QOrre~ this 

situation in ,order that help may be afforded to persons who. are understanding 

Q,d. de-h'o~!l- .,of 88'eDP1 ~Q81lltation. 

Dise1ll8ioDB at 1ibl9~eoent White Ho~~. CeBfer;ence Oil ,Clilldr.en 81ld Youth 

led;1;o a BOood statement ~f prinoiples' c9n~ned in a progra,m for their proper 

development. The purpose of the prop~d legislation, is to enable '*he New 

J8l'88J publio obild welfare ,~oy to padioipate in. the attaimnent of these 

prinoiples. 



CHAPTER / t1 LAWS OF N. J. 19 , J.--
APPROVED /d- -1/ - to J.--".. .

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

ASSEMBLY, No. 493

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED DECEMBER 3, 1962

AN ACT to reorganize the administration of public welfare functions within the

Department of Institutions and Agencies; and for that purpose to amend

sections 30 :1-7, 30 :4-1, 30 :4-26.2, and 30 :6-1 of the Revised Statutes, to

amend and supplement" An act concerning the care, custody, guardianship,

maintenance and supervision of dependent and neglected children, promoting

home life therefor, providing for the financing thereof, and repealing certain

statutes relating thereto," approved May 31, 1951 (P. L. 1951, c. 138), as

amended, to amend" An act relating to the reorganization of the executive

and administrative offices, departments, instrumentalities of the State

Government; concerning the Division of Welfare in the State Department of

Institutions and Agencies, and supplementing Title 30 of' the Revised

Statutes," approved June 1, 1950, (P. L. 1950, c. 166), to repeal sections

30 :6-3, 30 :6--4, 30 :6-5, 30 :6-8, 30 :6-9, 30 :6-10 and 30 :6-14 of the Revised

Statutes, to repeal" An act relating to assistance to needy blind persons in

New Jersey, supplementing chapter 6 of Title 30, and amending sections

30 :6-3, 30 :6-5 and 30 :6-14 of the Revised Statutes," approved April 25, 1946

(P. L. 1946, c. 168), and to supplement chapter 7 of Title 44 of the Revised

Statutes.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New

2 Jersey:

EXPLANATION-Mauer enclosed in bold-faeed bl'aekets [thus] in the above bill is Ilot enaeted
and is intended to be omitted in the law.

'\

q <,
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1 1. Section 30 :1-7 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

16 and operated pursuant to law:

New Jersey Training School at Totowa,

New Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers at Menlo Park,

New Jersey Sanatorium for Chest Diseases at Glen Gardner,

New Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and

State Colony at New Lisbon,

State Colony at Woodbine,

Vineland State School at Vineland,

Woodbridge State School,

24

28

27

26

31 Their Wives and Widows at Vineland,

30

7 nated as charitable, hospital, relief, training institutions and correctional

20 New Jersey State Hospital at Ancora,

21 New Jersey i [State Village for Epileptics at Skillman] Neuropsychiatric

22 Institute,

8 institutions of this State, to the end that they shall be humanely, scientifically,

2 30 :1-7. Within the limitations imposed by general legislation applicable to

6 missions and other agencies, hereinafter in this section named, and desig-

9 efficiently and economically operated. Any particular grant of power herein-

3 all agencies of the State, the State board is hereby granted complete and
..

4 exclusive jurisdiction, supreme and final authority, and the requisite power to

5 accomplish its aims and purposes in and upon the institutions, boards, co~-

23

25

29

14 following, and, as well, any institution established hereafter for any similar

15 purpose, as now established and as the same are to be hereafter maintained

13 tional agencies of this State, within the meaning of this Title, shall include the

19 . New Jersey State Hospital at Marlboro,

18 New Jersey State Hospital at Greystone Park,

17 New Jersey State Hospital at Trenton,

12 The charitable, hospital, relief and training institutions and noninstitu-

11 the general grant of power.

10 after in this Title contained shall be in specification but not in limitation of
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, 1 2. Section 30 :4--1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

,~
,

\

New Jersey Reformatory for Women at Clinton,

New Jersey Reformatory at Bordentown,

State Home for Boys at Jamesburg,

New Jersey State Prison Farm at Leesburg,

48

8 board of managers to assume jurisdiction thereof. Each board of manage,rs

7 agel'S therefor or in its discretion may authorize or designate any existing

6 authorized by the Legislature the State board may appoint a board of man-

3 institution or agency within the department or for each group or class thereof

2 30 :4--1. The State board shall appoint a board of managers for each

49 State Home for Girls at Trenton.

4 as it may determine. Whenever the establishment or assumption of jurisdic-

45

42 New Jersey State Prison at Trenton,

40 hereafter for any similar purpose, as now established and as the same are to

47 New Jersey Reformatory at Annandale,

32 Diagnostic Center at Menlo Park,

46

9 in charge of an institution shall be known as "the board of managers" nam-

44

43 New Jersey State Prison Farm at Rahway,

34 [State Board of Child Welfare at Trenton,]

33 Arthur Brisbane Child Center at Allaire,

41 be hereafter maintained and operated pursuant to law:

39 Title, shall include the following, and as well, any institution established

, 5 tion over an additional institution, or the acquisition of a site therefor, is

,12 'stitutional] noninstitutional agencies.

38 The correctional institutions of this State, within the meaning of this

37 Newark].

36 Commission for the [Amelioration of the Condition of the] Blind [at

35 Board of Public Welfare,

11 State board shall determine the names of the boards in charge of [noncon-

10 ing the institution or group or class for which the board is appointed. The
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13 Except in the case of the Board of Public Welfare as otherwise specifically

14 provided by statute, the [The] boards of managers shall consist of not less

15 than 5 nor more than 7 melllbers appointed with the approval of the Gov­

16 ernor from residents of the State at large without respect to political affilia­

17 tion or belief. At least 2 women shall be members of each board in charge

18 of the State Home for Boys, the Home for Disabled Soldiers, Sailors, Marines

19 and their Wives and Widows, and the institutions or agencies for the blind,

20 feeble-minded, the tubercular, the epileptic and the insane and at least 2 mem­

21 bel's of the Commission for the Blind shall themselves be blind but they shall

22 not be employees, or related by blood, marriage or adoption to any employee,

23 of said commission. At least a majority of the members of each board in

24 charge of the State Home for Girls [,] and the women's reformatory [and the

25 care of dependent children] shall be women.

26 The Department Commander, Department of New Jersey, Grand Army

27 of the Republic, shall be ex officio a member of the board of managers of the

28 New Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and

29 their Wives and Widows and of the board of managers of the New Jersey

30 Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers. The term of each board member shall

31 be 3 years commencing on July 1 and ending on June 30 of the third year

32 thereafter. A vacancy shall be filled by the State board for the unexpired

33 term only.

34 The members of new or additional boards of managers shall at the time

35 of their appointment be divided into groups so that the terms of 2 members

36 shall expire on June 30 of the year next succeeding appointment; the terms

37 of 2 others on June 30 of the second year succeeding appointment; the term

38 of the fifth member and in case of larger boards the term of the sixth mem­

39 bel', on June 30 of the third year succeeding appointment; the term of the

40 seventh member of a board having 7 members, on June 30 of the fourth year

41 succeeding appointment. Their successors shall be appointed for 3-year terms.

42 The members of such boards shall receive no compensation for services

43 but shall be reimbursed for actual expenditures incurred in the performance



2 lows:

1 3. Section 30 :4-26.2 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as fol-

I
\q
,I

If the mother is a State indigent patient, such child shall be maintained

24 executive officer of the institution shall take such action as is authorized by

23 without family or relatives able and willing to assume its support,] the chief

22 event prior to the time when such child arrives at the age of 2 years, [it is

26 may designate an agent to do so for him, in the County Court of the county

27 in which the child or its parent or parents have a settlement, setting forth the

21 IIf,] Whenever it would be in the best interest of such child, and in any

28 parentage of the child and its settlement, toge$er with such other proof as

25 the laws of this State to place such child in [may institute a proceeding, or

9 therefrom]. The name and history of such child shall be entered upon the

8 remain in such institution [until it is 2 years of age and may then be removed

4 to in section 30 :1-7 of this Title, at the time of such commitment, is the mother

3 30 :4-26.2. If any female committed to any of the institutions referred

5 of a [nursing] child in her care under 2 years of age, or is pregnant with

6 child, which shall be born after such commitment, such child may accompany

7 its mother to and, subject to the provisions of this [chapter] section, may

29 may be necessary to satisfy the court as to the settlement of the child. 'The

20 case of charging a county.

19 ing the State, and shall notify the director of the board of freeholders in the

18 the Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting in the case of charg-

15 maintenance of the mother. The rate for maintenance shall be fixed by the

17 a condition precedent to charging the maintenance of such child, shall notify

14 such child shall be maintained at the expense of the county chargeable with

16 State House Commission. The chief executive officer of the institution, as

13 at the expense of the State, and if such mother is a county indigent patient,

45 good and sufficient cause.

10 records of the institution [in the same manner as if the child had been com-

12

11 mitted or admitted to such institution as an inmate or patient].

44 of duty. They shall be subject to removal by the State board at any time for
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30 court shall thereupon commit the child to] the care, custody or guardianslvip

31 [and control] of the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

32 Services [and the child shaa thereupon become the legal ward of such board.

33 The court shall also direct the county to pay expenses for the care of such

34 child, including the board, clothing, medical and surgical treatment while

35 the child is under the guardianship of the State Board of Child Welfare.

36 Upon the making of such commitment, as aforesaid, the State Board of Child

37 Welfare shall thereupon become and be constituted the guardian of such

38 juvenile dependent and shall be invested with all the powers and duties now

39 exercised by them in the same manner and to the same effect as if such child

40 had been committed to such board as a public charge].

41 [If, however, at any time the chief executive officer of the institution

42 shall certify to the commissioner that the condition of the mother or the pre­

43 vailing conditions of the institution are inimical to the best interest of such

44 child, and if after investigation the commissioner finds that such child would

45 be benefited by removal from the institution and if it is without family or

46 relatives able and willing to assume its support, the chief executive officer

47 of such institution may thereupon institute a proceeding, or he may desig­

48 nate an agent to do so for him, and secure an order committing the child to

49 the State Board of Child Welfare, as provided above.]

1 4. Section 1 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as fol-

2 lows:

3 1. The Division of Welfare established in the State Department of In­

4 stitutions and Agencies by the State Board of Control [of Institutions and

5 Agencies] is continued, but shall thereafter be known as the Division of Pub~

6 lic Welfare and shall be governed by the provisions of this act. Said divi:

7 sion shall consist of the Director of Public Welfare, the Bureau of Assistance

8 (heretofore known variously as the Division of Old Age Assistance and the

9 Bureau of Assistance), the Bureau of Childrens Services (heretofore known

10 variously as the State Board of Children's Guardians and the State Board of

11 Child Welfare), the Commission for the Blind (including the executive and
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12 s{aff of such commission), and of such reconstituted, reorganized or additional

13 bureaus and other administrative units as such State Board of Control may,

14 from time to time, establish therein.

1 5. Section 2 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as fol-

2 lows:

3 2. All functions, powers and duties relating to ,[categorical] public as-

4 sistance and welfare services [incident thereto], which are exercised by or

5 within the State Department of Institutions and Agencies by any officer or

6 agency thereof, [including the State Board of Child Welfare, the Commission

7 for the Blind, and the Division of Old Age Assistance, and all functions,

8 powers, and duties which' are by this act transferred to the said depart­

9 ment,] shall be administered through the said Division of Public Welfare,

io together with such other related functions and duties as the State Board of

11 Control [of Institutions and Agencies] may, from time to time, find appro­

12 priate to be administered through the said division.

1 6. Section 3 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as fol-

2 lows:

3 3. There is hereby created and established within the Department of In-

4 'stitutions and Agencies a board to be known as the Board of Public Welfare.

5 Said board shall consist of 15 members, at least 3 of whom shall be women.

6 Twelve of such members shall be appointed by the State Board of Contro~

7' with the approval of the Governor, from among citizens of the State with

8 demonstrated interest in community service programs, at least 3 of whom

9 shall be executives of privately sponsored agencies providing family and

10 and children's services. They shall be appointed without regard to political

11 belief or affiliation. They shall receive no compensation for services, but shall

12 be reimbursed for actual expenditures incurred in the performance. of their

13 duties. All such 12 members shall hold office for a term of 3 years commenc-

14ing on July 1 and ending on June 30 of the third year thereafter; except

15 that of the members first to be appointed hereunder, 4 shall be assigned to
\

16 terms expiring on Jvune 30 of the year next succeeding appointment, and 4

ril~
':
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17 to terms expiring on June 30 of the second year succeeding appointment, but

18 their successors shall be appointed for 3-year terms, and any vacancy occur-

19 ring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired
\

20 term only. In addition to such 12 members, 3 additional members shall be

21 persons annually designated for such purpose by the State Board of Control

22 from among persons concurrently serving as members of the Commission for

23 the Blind. The Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies shall, with the

24 advice and consent of the Board of Public Welfare, appoint the [The head]

25 chief executive officer of the Division of Public Welfare who shall he known

26 as the director of such division [Deputy Commissioner for Welfare of the

27 Department of Institutions and Agencies,] and who shall he in charge of the

28 work of the division under the immediate direction and supervision of the

29 Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies. In the event of disagreement

30 iwth respect to such appointment between the commissioner and the Board of

31 Public Welfare, the State Board of Control shall make the appointment. The

32 Board of Public Welfare, acting on behalf of the State Board of Control and

33 subject to the authority and direction thereof, shall organize to meet at such

34 times as it may determine or as may be prescribed by the State Board of Con-

35 trol. It shall establish within itself committees directly concerned with the

36 Bureau of Assistance and the Bureau of Childrens Services respectively, and

37 may establish such other committees as it may determine. It shall become

38 and continue to be thoroughly acquainted with the operations of the Division

39 of Public Welfare and regularly review all programs and practices within the

40 division and within the respective bureaus and other units thereof. It shall

41 establish policies and procedures within general directives of the State Board

42 of Control. It shall assist the director of the division and the bureau chiefs in

43 formulating the annual budget requests. It shall promote and maintain con-

44 structive relationships with the county welfare boards, local assistance

45 boards, and other official bodies and organized agencies concerned with public

46 welfare. It may, subject to the approval of the State Board of Control, es-

47 tablish any subsidiary unsalaried advisory or consultant committees or study
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48 groups as it may deem necessary and proper and appoint the members

49 thereof.

1 7. Section 4 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 4. The Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies shall, w'ith the advice

4 and consent of the Board of Public Welfare and of the director of the divi-

5 sion, appoint the chief executive officers of the Bureau of Assistance and the

6 Bureau of Childrens Services, which positions shall be in the compet'itive

7 class of the classified civil service. The Commission for the Blind shall, from

8 among persons nominated by the commissioner, and with the advice and con-

9 sent of the Board of Public Welfare and of the director of the division, ap-

10 point the chief executive officer of the commission, which position shall be

11 in the unclassified service. In the event of any disagreement with respect to

12 any of such appointments as between 2 or more of the parties whose partici-

13 pation in such appointment is so required, the State Board of Control shall

14 make the appointment. [This act shall not affect the terms of office of the

15 present members of the State Board of Child Welfare or of the New Jersey

16 State Commission for the Blind. Such agencies shall each continue to be con-

17 stituted as provided by existing law.] This act shall not affect the terms of

18 office of members of the State Commission for the Blind, and such agency

19 shall continue to be constituted and to exercise such, functions as otherwise

20 provided by law, operating as a constituent agency within the Division of

21 Public Welfare pursuant to the provisions of this act.

1 8. Section 2 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 2. For the purposes of this act the following words and terms shall,

4 unless otherwise indicated, be deemed and taken to have the meanings herein

5 given to them:

6 (a) The title ["State Board of Child Welfare"] "Bureau of Childrens

7 Services" means the State agency for the care,\custody, guardianship, main-

8 tenance and protection of children, as more specifically described by the pro-
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9 visions of this act, and succeeding the agency heretofore [as otherwise]

10 variously designated by the laws of this State as the State Board of Child

11 Welfare or the State Board of Children's Guardians.

12 (b) The word "child" includes stepchild and illegitimate child, and

13 further means any person under the age of 21 years.

14 (c) The term "care" means cognizance of a child for the purpose of

15 providing necessary welfare services, or maintenance, or both.

16 (d) The term "custody" means continuing responsibility for the person

17 of a child, as established by a surrender and release of custody or consent

18 to adoption, for the purpose of providing necessary welfare serVIces, or

19 maintenance, or both.

20 (e) The term "guardianship" means control over the person and prop­

21 erty of a child as established by the order of a court of competent jur­

22 isdietion, and as more specifically defined by the provisions of this act.

23 Guardianship by the Bureau of Childrens Services shall be treated as guard­

24 ianship by the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies, exercised on his

25 behalf wholly by and in the name of the Bureau of Childrens Services,. act­

26 ing through the chief executive officer of the bureau or his authorized rep­

27 resentative. Such exercise of guardianship by the bureau shall be at all

28 times and in all respects subject to the supervision of the commissioner.

29 (f) The term "maintenance" means moneys expended by the Bureau of

30 Childrens Services to procure board, lodging, clothing, [and] medical, den­

31 tal, and hospital care, or any [of them, as] other similar or specialized com­

32 modity Or service furnished to, on behalf of, or for a child pursuant to the

33 provisions of this act.

34 (g) The term "welfare services" means consultation, counselling, and

35 referral to or utilization of available resources, for the purpose of deter­

36 mining and correcting or adjusting matters and circumstances which are

37 endangering the welfare of a child, and for the purpose of promoting his

38 proper development and adjustment in the family and the community.
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39 (h) The term (t foster parent" means any person other than a natural

40 or adoptive parent with whom a child in the care, custody or guardianship

41 of the Bureau of Childrens Services is placed by said bureau, or with its

42 approval, for temporary or long-term care, but shall not include any persons

43 with whom a child is placed for the purpose of adoption.

44 (i) The term it foster home" means and includes both private residences

45 and institutions wherein any child in the care, C1tstody or guardianship of

46 the Bureau of Childrens Services may be placed by the said bureau or with

47 its approval for temporary or long-term care, and shall include any private

48 residence maintained by persons with whom any such child is placed for

49 adoption.

50 [(h)] (j) The singular includes the plural form.

51 [(i)] (k) The masculine noun and pronoun include the feminine.

52 [(j)] (l) The word "may" shall be construed to be permissive.

53 [(k) The term "assistance" means money payments made to, or in be-

54 half of, persons determined to be eligible therefor in accordance with the

55 provisions of Article IV, chapter 5, Title 30, of the Revised Statutes.]

1 9. Section 3 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 3. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, in

4 administering the provisions of this act, shall:

5 (a) provide care and custody for children eligible therefor in such man-

6 ner that the children may, so far as practicable, continue to live in their

7 own homes and family life be thereby preserved and strengthened;

8 (b) provide necessary welfare services as may be required by such chil-

9 dren, so far as practicable, without assumption of custody;

10 (c) encourage the development of private and voluntary agencies qualified

11 to provide welfare services for children to the end that through cooperative

12 effort the need for such services may be limited or reduced.

1 10. Section 4 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:
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4 shall have the requisite powers to:

(f) make investigations or provide supervision of any child in this State

31 this State in order that the programs of such boards, agencies and institu-

30 boards and the private agencies and institutions for the care of children in

29 N ew Jersey's children may require, with representatives of the public welfare

28 (g) [to] meet and confer, [at least annually] as the unmet needs of

26 at the request and on behalf of a public or private agency or institution of any

27 other State;

21 (e) provide care and exercise supervision over children paroled or re-

24 tions and Agencies] ;

23 rules and regulations established by the State Board of Control [of Institu-

22 leased from State correctional institutions for juveniles in accordance with

7 (b) administer for the Department of Institutions and Agencies the

3 4. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

5 (a) exercise general, supervision over children for whom care, custody

8 powers and duties provided in chapter 3 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes

9 (Adoption), as amended and supplemented, as the same may be delegated

6 or guardianship is provided in accordance with article 2 of this act;

32 tions may be developed and fully utilized and that there may be a co-ordina­

33 tion of all public and private facilities for the protection and care of children;

20 and noninstitutional agencies for the care, custody and welfare of children;

25

15 (d) administer for the State Board of Control [of Institutions and

14 the same may be delegated and assigned by the said commisgioner;

16 Agencies] the powers and duties provided in sections 30 :1-14 through 30 :1-17

17 of chapter 1 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes (visitation and inspection), as

19 by the said State Board of Control with respect to institutions, organizations

12 powers and duties as provided in chapter 7 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes

13 (dependent children; bringing into State), as amended and supplemented, as

18 amended and supplemented, so far as the same may be delegated and assigend

10 and assigned by the said department;

11 (c) administer for the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies the
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34 (h) issue such reasonable rules and regulations as may be necessary for

35 the purpose of carrying into effect the meaning of this act, which rules and

36 regulations shall be binding so far as they are consistent with such purpose.

37 (i) promulgate and file with the Secretary of State, subject to the ap-

38 proval of the Board of Public Welfare, rules and regulations as may be nec-

39 essary as a basis for the provision for payment for services rendered by

40 privately sponsored agencies or institutions to children under the care, cus-

41 tody or guardianship of the Bureau of Childrens Services. Such ritles and

42 regulations shall include, but shall not be limited to, standards of professional

43 training, experience and practices, and requirements relating to the moral

44 responsibility of the tntstees, officers or other persons supervising or con-

45 ducting the program, the adequacy of the facilities, the maintenance of ade-

46 quate casework records, and the furnishing of comprehensive reports.

1 11. Section 5 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 5. Except as provided in section 12 and sections 15 through 22 of this act,

4 nothing [Nothing] in this act shall authorize the [State Board of Child Wel-

5 fare] Bureau of Childrens Services to accept the care or custody of any child,

6 nor to provide welfare services for any child, except with the voluntary ap-

7 proval and consent of the parent, parents, legal custodian, guardian or other

8 person with whom the child may be living.

1 12. Section 6 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 6. No person to whom or for whom payments for maintenance are made

4 under this act shall be deemed to be or classified as a pauper by reason

5 thereof.

6 The provisions of this act shall not be construed to deny treatment by

7 spiritual means or prayer, of any child, in accordance with the religious

8 faith of the parent or parents of such child. The provisions of this act shall

9 not be construed to authorize or empower the [State Board of Child Wel-

10 fare] Bureau of Childrens Services to compel a child to undergo medical or

It

I
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11 surgical treatment, if the child, or parent or guardian of said child, objects

12 thereto in a signed statement upon the ground that the proposed action inter-

13 feres with the free exerci~e of his religious principles.

1 13. Section 7 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 7. All birth, death and marriage certificates which may be required under

4 the provisions of this act, or under any rule or regulation issued by the [State

5 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, shall be issued free

6 of charge upon the order of [the State Board of Child Welfare] such bureau.

1 14. Section 11 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 11. Whenever it shall appear that any child within this State is of such

4 circumstances that his welfare will be endangered unless proper care or

5 custody is provided, an application setting forth the facts in the case may be

6 filed with the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

7 by a parent or other relative of such child, by a person standing in loco

8 parentis to such child, [or] by a person or association or agency or public

9 official having a special interest in such child or by the child himself, seeking

10 that the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services accept

11 and provide such care or custody of such child as the circumstances may re-

12 quire. Such application shall be in writing, and shall contain a statement of

13 the relationship to or special interest in such child which justifies the filing of

14 such application. The provisions of this section shall be deemed to include an

15 application [for welfare services] on behalf of an unborn child when the

16 prospective mother is within this State at the time of application for such

17 serVICes.

18 Upon receipt of an application as provided in this section, the Bureau of

19 Childrens Services shall verify the statements set forth in such application

20 and shall investigate all the matters pertaining to the circumstances of the

21 child. If upon such verification and investigation it shall appear (a) that the

22 welfare of such child will be endangered unless proper care or custody is pro-
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23 vided; (b) that the needs of such child cannot properly be provided for by

24 financial assistance as made available by the laws of this State; (c) that there

25 is no person legally responsible for the support of such child whose identity

26 and whereabouts are known and who is willing and able to provide for the

27 care and suppo'rt required by such child; and (d) that such child, if suffering

28 from a mental or physical disability requiring institutional care, is not im­

29 mediately admissable to any public institution providing such care; then the

30 Bureau of Childrens Services may accept and provide such care or custody as

31 the circumstances of such child may require.

1 15. Section 12 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 12. [Upon receipt of an application as provided in section 11 hereof, the

4 State Board of Child Welfare shall verify the statements set forth in such

5 application and shall investigate all the matters pertaining to the circum­

6 stances of the child. If upon such verification and investigation it shall ap­

7 pear (a) that the welfare of such child will be endangered unless proper care

8 or custody is provided; (b) that there is no welfare or child-caring society

9 or institution duly organized under the laws of this State which can and will

10 provide the welfare services required by such child; (c) that the needs of

11 such child cannot properly be provided for by financial assistance as made

12 available by the laws of this State; (d) that there is no person legally respon­

13 sible for the support of such child whose identity and whereabouts are known

14 and who is willing and able to provide for the care and support required by

15 such child; and (e) that such child does not require immediate institutional

16 care because of physical or mental disability; then the State Board of Child

17 Welfare may accept and provide such care or custody as the circumstances

18 of such child may require.]

19 Whenever it shall appear that the parent or parents, guardian, or per­

20 son having custody and control of any child within this State is grossly im­

21 moral or unfit to be entrusted with the care an¢ education of such child, or

22 shall fail to provide such child with: proper protection, maintenance and edu-
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23 cation, or is of such vicious, careless 0 r dissolute habits as to endanger the wel-

24 fare of such child, a written or oral complaint may be filed with the Bureau of

25 Childrens Services by any person or by any public or private agency or institu­
..

26 tion interested in such child. When such a complaint is filed by a public or

27 private agency or institution, it shall be accompanied by a summ.ary setting

28 forth the reason for such complaint and other social history of the child and

29 his situation which justifies such com plaint; or, if this is not feasible, such

30 summary shall be made available to the Bureau of Childrens Services as

31 soon thereafter as possible.

32 Upon receipt of a complaint as provided zn this section, the Bureau of

33 Childrens Services shall investigate, or shall cause to be investigated, the

34 statements set forth in s1J,ch complaint. If the circumstances so warrant, the

35 parent, parents, guardian, or person having custody and control of the child

36 shall be afforded an opportunity to file an application for care, as provided

37 in section 11 of this act. If the parent, parents, guardian, or person having

38 custody and control of the child shall refuse to permit or shall in any way

39 impede investigation, and the bureau determines that further investigation

40 is necessary in the best interests of the child, the bureau may thereupon apply

41 to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of the county where the child

42 resides, for an order directing the parent, parents} guardian, or person hav-

43 ing custody and control of the child to permit immediate investigation. The

44 court, upon such application, may proceed to hear the matter in a summary

45 manner and if satisfied that the bes t interests of the child so require may

46 issue an order as requested.

47 If, after such investigation has been completed, it appears that the child

48 requires care and supervision by the Bureau of Childrens Services bz£t the

49 parent, parents, guardian, or person having custody and control of the child

50 continue to refuse to apply for care in the manner provided in section 11, the

51 bureau may apply to the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of the county

52 where the child resides for an order making the child a ward of the court and
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53 placing such child under the care and supervision of the Bureau of Childrens

54 Services.

55 The c01lrt, at a summary hearing held upon notice to the Bureau of

56 Childrens Services, and to the parent, parents, guardian, or person having

57 custody and control of the child, if satisfied that the best interests of the child

58 so require, may issue an order as requested, which order shall have the same

59 force and effect as the acceptance of a child for care by the bureau as pro­

60 vided in section 11 of this act,. provided, however, that such order shall not be

61 effective beyond a period of 6 months from the date of entry unless the court,

62 upon application by the Bureau of Childrens Services, at a summary hearing

63 held upon notice to the parent, parents, guardian, or person having custody of

64 the child, extends the time of the order.

1 16. Section 13 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 13. If in the course of verifying and investigating any applications or

4 complaints, as provided for in sections 11 and 12 hereof, it shall appear that

5 there is a '[welfare or child-caring society or institution duly organized under

6 the laws of this State which can and will provide the welfare services required

7 by the child; or it shall appear that there is a] person legally responsible for

8 the support of the child who is willing and able to provide the care and support

9 required by such child; or it shall appear that the needs of the child can prop-

10 erly be provided for by financial assistance as made available by the laws of

11 this State; then, the '[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

12 Services, before accepting and providing care or custody, shall first make

13 proper referral of the matter to such [society, institution, or] legally respon­

14 sible person, or to the agency charged with the administration of such financiaJ

15 assistance. If it shall appear that the welfare of the child is endangered, and

16 that such condition can be eliminated or ameliorated by making available to or

17 for such child anyone or more of whatever specific services the Bureau of Chil­

18 drens Services may be authorized, within the limits of legislative appropria­

19 tions,. to provide for all children in similar circumstances, the the child shall
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20 be found eligible for care or custody, and t'hebureau shall proceed to furnish

21 such services either by direct provision or, if the bureau so determines in the

22 specific case, by .purchasing.such services from a1ZY appropr:iate privately
. \

23 sponsored agency or institutionwhichcorn:plies.wilh whatever rules and,regu-

24 lations, established pursuant ,to this act, may govern such .a-rran.gements for

25 ,purchase of service.

1 17. Section 14 of chapter 138 of the .laws 'of 195.1 is amended ~toFeadas

2.follows:

3 14. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Ohilmrens Services

4 shall give due notice in writing to the applicant or complainant ofihe action

5 taken on any application as provided in sections [12] 11 and f13] 12 hereof.

1 18. Section 15 of chapter 138.of the laws of 1951 is amended 'to read as

2 follows:

3 15. Whenever (a) it appears that a court wherein a complaint has !been

4 ;proffered as provided in chapter 6 of Tittle ..9 of the Revis.ed Statutes, has

fi entered a conviction 'against the parent oTparents, guardian,' or 'person ,having

6 custody and control of any child because af:abuse, abandonment, neglect of or

7 crueltyio such child; or (b) it appears thai any child has been adjudged de-

S linquentby a court of proper juris9-iciionin this State; or (c) it appears that

'9ihebest interests of any.child under the care or custodyofrthe :[State Board of

10 Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services requ~r.e thafhebe:placed under

11 quardianship; 'Ior (d) it appears thatthe parentor.parents, .guardian,or .per­

12 son having custody and control oiany child is grossly immoral or unfit -to be

13 intrusted with the care and education of such child, or shall fail io provide

14 such child with properproteetion, maintenance and education, or is of such

[5 vicious,careless or dissolute habits as to endang.er the welfare of suchchild;l

16 or I (e)] (d) it appears that a 'parent or guardian of a child, .following the

17 acceptance of such child 'by ihe '.[State Board of Ohild Welfare] Bureau of

18 Childrens Services pursuant to sections 11 '.[and] or 12 of this:act, or follow­

-19 .ingthe placement or,commitment of such child in the care of an authorized

20 agency, whether in ,an 'institution orin a foster.home, and notwithstanding the
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21 diligent efforts of such agency to, encourage and'strengthen the parental' [re-

22 lation} relationship> has failed. substantially and continuously or repeatedly

23 for a period of more than 1 year to maintain contact with and plan fol' the

24 future ov the child~ although physicallly' and financially able to, do so; a peti-

25 tio~ setting forth,the facts in the case, ma~ be filed; with the juvenile' and

26 domestic relations court of the county: where such child ma.ybe at the time of

27 the fH.ing of such, petition. A petition, as provided: in this section, may "be· filed

28 by any person or any association or agency; inoorested in such child, 0'[' by the

29' ~State Board of Child: Welfare] Burea;u of Childrens· Services, in the circum-

30 stances set forth in items (c) and [(e)] (d) hel'eof. [No·petition shall be filed

31 in the circumstances set forth, in item (d) hereof unless and; until action has

32 been taken with respect to the child pursuant to sections 11 and 12 of this act.]

1 191 Secti'On IT of chapter- 138 of the laws of 19'51l is amended' t'O read as

2 :Vollow,s·:

3 17. When a. petition is filed: unde:r se~tion 115 hereof by a, person, associa-

4 1Jlon 0'1' agency 0ther than; the [State Board of ChiHl WelfareI Bureau of

5 Clw)(]/rens' Her-vices, the c<mrt, in addition to causing service to be made upon

6; the parent, parents, gual'dian or pe1'son having custody and control; of' such

7 child'in accordance' with, rules of COUl't, shall also cause a copy of the petition

8 and notice of the time and place of heu'ring' to be served on or rnaired to the

9 EState Board of Child WelfareJ Bureau o!Child'rens Services at least 20 days

]O! before the time of such hearing.

11 Whenever a petition is filed under section 15 hereof, and there shall be'

12.. filed with such petition a· statement 0rstatements made under oath, a·nd attest-

13; ing that the best interests of tiliJ.e childl reqllwe that he be placed under the'

14 guardianship) of the~State: Boardl of Child Welfa.:re] Bureau of. Chih1'rens

15 Services immediately and' pending fina\!> hearing; the court, at a' special sum-

16 mary heaming held upon notice to the rState' BORil'd; ofJ Child Welfare} Bureau

17 of Child:rens Services, may make an interlocutory orcl.~r committing su.ch child

18· t<dhe' [State Board of Child Welfare]~ Bureau 01 Childr'ens Services until a

1£1. final hearing:, <ilIl:, the petLti<m.. Such inte,rllicutory ov<iler s-hall ha~ the same
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20 force and effect as an order of commitment provided for in section 20 hereof.

1 20. Section 18 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 18. Immediately upon receipt of the copy of a petition served on or mailed

4 to the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services as pro­

5 vided by section 17 hereof, such [State board] bureau shall verify such peti­

6 tion and investigate all the facts pertaining to the eligibility of the child for

7 commitment, and prior to the day set for hearing shall file with the court a

8 report of its findings. Such report shall show such facts as will assistthe court

9 in making a decision in the matter.

1 21. Section 20 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 20. If upon the completion of such hear~ng the court is satisfied that

4 the best interests of such child require that he be placed under ,proper

5 guardianship, such court shall make an order terminating parental rights

6 and committing such child to the guardianship and control of the [State

7 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, and such child shall

8 thereupon become the legal ward of such [board] bureau, and such [board]

9 bureau shall be the legal guardian of such child for all purposes, including

10 the placement of such child for adoption.

11 If the court shall have made an interlocutory order as provided in sec­

12 tion 17 hereof, but at the final hearing a further order of commitment shall

13 not be made as provided in this section" the [State Board of Ohild Wel­

14 fare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall return the child forthwith to the

15 parent or parents, guardian or pe rson having had custody of the child

16 immediately prior to the filing of the petition; provided, however, that if

17 such parent or parents,guardian or person having had custody cannot be

18 found or, for other reason satisfactory to the court, is unable to accept the

19 child, the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services,

20 upon order of the court, may place the child with such other person or

21 pers9,ns who,) at the.. time of final he.aring, .expressed willingness to accept

22

23

24

2~
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22 the child, but such order shall in no wise be construed as a grant of custody

23 or guardianship. In all such cases the interlocutory order shall continue in

24 full force and effect until the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of

25 Childrens Services shall have made disposition of the child as provided herein,

26 but in no case for a period longer than 30 days after the final hearing.

1 22. Section 21 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 21. The order of the court committing a child to the guardianship of

4 the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, shall in

5 no wise be restrictive of the duties, powers and authority of such [board]

6 bureau in the care, custody, placement, welfare and exclusive guardianship

7 of the child as provided in this act, and such [board] bureau shall be re-

8 moved as such guardian only by a court of competent jurisdiction upon

9 charges preferred and upon good cause shown after an opportunity to be

10 heard.

1 23. Section 22 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 22. The guardianship of the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of

4 Childrens Services shall be full and complete for all purposes and shall vest

5 in such [board] bureau the custody and control of both the person and

6 property of its wards, whether committed prior or subsequent to the effec-

7 tive date of this act, without the necessity of giving bond, and notwithstand-

8 ing any previous appointment of a guardian for such wards.

9 Such guardianship of the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of

10 Childrens Services shall enable such [board] bureau, acting through the

11 chief executive officer of the bureau or his authorized representative [as in

12 a corporate capacity], to prosecute suits, claims and any and all manner of

13 proceedings or actions in law or equity for and on behalf of its wards; to

14 demand and receive from all persons, including guardians previously ap-

15 pointed, any and all property of its wards; and'to hold and administer the

16 real and personal property of its wards, or any interest they may have therein;
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17 provided, however., that it shall be pI' opel' fov the said [board] bureau~ in its

18 discretion, to hold funds of its wards on deposit in one or more banks, build­

19 ing and loan associations, 01'\ trust companies in this State, and to apply

20 funds, other than earnings, of any ward against expenditures for the mainte­

21 nance of such ward.

22 The County Court of the county where the commitment was made shall

23 have jurisdiction to hear and determine any and all proceedings, affecting

24 the guardianship of the [State Board of Child' WelfareJ Biwreau of Chil­

25 d1"ens Services. The County Court of each county shall have jurisdiction to

26, he8.>r and determine petitions by such [board} bureau, on·behalfofl its wards,

27 for the transfer of any or all assets being held by .guardians previously

2.8- appointed. The County Court shall have jurisdiction, in its discretion; to

29 waive costs in any proceedings by the rState Board o£ 0hiM Welfa;re]

30 Bureau of Childrens Services on behal.f of its wards.

1 24. Section 23 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 23. In addition to the methods otherwise provided in this article for

4 establishing guardianshilil by the [State Board of Child WelfJare] Bureau

5 of Children'S Services, and when necessary to carry out the provisIons of this

6 act, the (State Board: of Child· Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services,

7 after due investigation and consideration, may, in cases where it would be

8 to the per.manent advantage of the child, take VOluntary surrenders and re­

9 leases of custody and consents to adoption from the parent, parents, guard-

:LO ian'S or other persons or agencies having the right or authority to give such

11 surrenders, releases [and] or cons ents. Such sUTrenders,. releases [and];

12 or consents, when properly acknowl edged [in the manner and form as pro­

13 vided by section 46 :14-6 of the Revised Statutes]: before. a person author­

14 ized to take acknowledgments of pro ofs in the State of New Jersey, shall be

15 valid and binding irrespective of th e age of the person giving the same, and

16 shall be irrevocable except at the discretion of the [State Board of Child

17 Welfare] Bflkreauof Childrens Servic6s.or upon order or a court of competent

18 jurisdiction.
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1 25. Section 24 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is ,amended to read as

2 follows:

3 24. Whenever the .director of welfare of any county or municipality in

4 this State shall be called upon to [provide for] serve any child whose needs

5 cannot properly be provided for by financial assistance as made available by

6 the laws of this State, such director shall, within 24 hours thereafter, give

7 written notice thereof to the ,[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil-

8 drens BelfYViaes., and shall file an application for care or custody, as provided

9 in section 11 of this act, or shall file a complaint as provided in section 12 of

10 this act} or shalLfile a petition as provided in section 15 of this act, as the

11 [case may beJsituation of the child may require. Such notice shall contain

12 all available information concerning ;[such] the child and [its] his circum-

13 stances fasl, which will enable Isuch state :board] the Bureau of Childrens

14 S e·rvioes to take proper action [in the case]. If the immediate needs of [such}

15 the child so require, ,[such] the director shall provide for [the] his care [of

16 such child] in a suitable ,place, ,approved with reasonable promptness for that

17 purpose by the [State Board of Child Welfare] bureau, paying therefor as a

18 charge against county or municipal funds until such time as the child has

19 been found eligible for care, custody.or guardianship in accordance with the

20 provisions of this act.

1 26. .8eetion 25 of chapter 138 of .the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 25. The [State 'Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, by

4 its agent or agents, shall regularly visit all children [receiving] under its

5 care, custody or ,guardianship under the provisions of this act in order to as-

6 sure the maximum benefit from such services.

1 27. Section 26 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amendedto read as

2 follows:

3 26. Whenever the circumstances of a child are such that [proper care,

4 custody, and gnardiaoohip cannot be provided fo{ such child] his needs can­

5 not be adequately met in his own home, the [State Board of Child Welfare]

:~
Ii

, "
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6 Bureau of Childrens Services may [place such child in a suitable family

7 home] effect his placement in a foster home, with or without payment of

8 board, [as the needs of the ~hild may require; provided, however, that while

9 such State Board is seeking such family home, or if the special needs of any

10 such child may so require, such State board may place such child in an

11 institution in this State for the care of children or in any other suitable

12 place which such State board, in its discretion, may find proper and nec­

13 essary for the care of the child. In the placement of any child the] or in an

14 appropriate institution if such care is deemed essential for him. The ,[State

15 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall make every

16 reasonable effort to select a [family] foster home or an institution of the

17 same religious faith as the parent 0 r parents of such child.

18 Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

19 Services shall place any child, as provided by this section, in any municipal­

20 ity and county of this State, [such] the child shall be deemed a resident of

21 such municipality and county for all purposes, and [such child] he shall be

22 entitled to the use and benefit of [the] all health, educational, recreational,

23 vocational and other facilities of such municipality and county in the same

24 manner and extent as any other child living in such municipality and county.

25 No municipality shall enact a planning or zoning ordinance govermng

26 the use of land by, or for, single family dwellings which shall, by any of its

27 terms or provisions or by any rule 0 r regulation adopted in accordance there­

28 with, discriminate between children who are members of such single families

29 by reason of their relationship by blo od, marriage or adoption, and foster chil­

30 dren placed with such families in such dwellings by the Bureau of Childrens

31 Services.

32 Any planning or zoning ordinance, heretofore or hereafter enacted by a

33 municipality, which violates the provisions of this section, shall be invalid and

34 inoperative.

1 28. Section 27 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:
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3 27. Pursuant to the providing of care, custody or guardianship for any

4 child, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the [State Board of Child

5 Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services may expend such sums as may be

6 necessary for the reasonable and proper cost of maintenance, including

7 board, lodging, clothing, [and] medical, dental, and hospital care, or any [of

8 them, as] other similar or specialized commodity or service as the needs of

9 any such child may require[.], except that the bureau shall not maintain a

10 clothing warehouse for the distribution of clothing to children under its juris­

H diction. In lieu thereof, the bureau may pay foster parents caring for children

12 under their supervision a sufficient amount to enable them to purchase neces­

13 sary clothing items required by the children from the local merchants of the

14 locality in which they reside. Such maintenance costs shall be chargeable

15 against State and cOttnty funds as made available in accordance with article

16 4 of this act, except that the total cost of hospital care for children as prO­

17 vided for herein shall be borne by the State and contributions required to be

18 paid by the counties toward the cost of maintenance of the children involved

19 shall include no part of the cost of such hospital care. [; provided; however,

20 that] However, no [such cost] costs shall be [so] chargeable if incurred

21 earlier than the date of the child's acceptance [of] in care [or custody of a

22 child,] as provided in section 12 hereof, or earlier than the [effective] date of

23 an order of commitment to guardianship as provided in section 20 hereof.

24 Whenever a medical or psycholo gical examination shall be required [of]

25 for any child as a condition to providing care or custody, or whenever the

26 Bureau of Childrens Services avails itself of the facilities and service.s· of

27 any privately sponsored agency or institution, the cost of [such] the exam­

28 ination or service shall be a proper charge against State and county' funds,

29 within the limits of available appropriations, in the sarrie manner and extent

30 as expenditures for maintenance.

31 In providing care, custody or guardianship for any child or in the course

32 of determining the eligibility of any child for c'are, custody or g'uardianshipin

33 accordance with the provisions of this act, the Bureau ofChildrens Servioes
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34 may avail itself of the facilities and services of any privately sponsored agencY

35 or institution, with due regard to the religious background of the child, which

36 complies with those rules ~nd regulations as established pursuant to this act,

3,7 paying such fees for service as may be mutually agreed upon by the bureau

38 and the privately sponsored agency 0 r institution providing service.

39 Whenever a child [receiving] under care, custody or guardianship is in

40 need of operation, anaesthesia, diagnostic tests or treatment, [and the State

41 Board of Child Welfare has determined by reasonable inquiry that the par­

42 ent or other person having custody of such child is not available to give con­

43 sent, the State Board of Child Welfare] the Burea'Lt of Childrens Services

44 may give its consent thereto. A consent to operation, anaesthesia, diagnostic

4,5 tests or treatment when given by the [State Board of Child Welfare] B'tlreau

46 of Childrens Services on behalf of any child receiving care, custody or guard­

47 ianship shall be deemed legal and valid for all purposes with respect to any

48 person Of hospital affording service to such child pursuant to and in reliance

49 upon such' consent.

50 Nothing contained herein shall modify the provisions of section 6 of the

51 act of which this act is amendatory.

1 29. Section 280£ chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:'

3 28. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

4 may at any time discharge from its care, custody or guardianship any child, if

5 in the opinion of such [board] bureau the best interests of the child will be

6 promoted thereby.

1 30. Section 29 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 29. Subject to the provisions of section 30 hereof, payments for mainte­

4 nance [or assistance] shall be made by the [State Board of Child Welfare]

5 Bureau of Childrens Services.

6 The '[treasurer of the State Boar~ of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

7 Services is hereby empowered to receiv& from the State Treasurer and from
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8 the county treasurer of each county such sums as shall be appropriated for the

9 purposes of this act, and shall cause such sums to be set up in a special account

10 or accounts subject to disbursement by the TState Board of Child Welfare]

11 Bureau of Childrens Services.

1 31. Section 30 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 30. Except as provided in section 27 hereof relating to hospital care, the

4 [The] cost of maintenance provided under this act for or on behalf of any

5 child shall be shared equally by the State and by that county where such child

6 may be or may have been at the time of the filing of an application seeking

7 care or custody or at the time of the filing of a petition seeking guardianship.

8 The Governor shall fix and determine and state in his annual budget

9 message a sum sufficient to pay the estimated amount required to carry into

10 effect the provisions of this act, together with the deficiencies, if any, incurred

11 in the previous year. The Legislature shall include the amount so determined

12 and stated in the annual appropriation bill.

13 Payments from State funds appropriated for the provision of mainte­

14 nance as authorized by this act shall be made monthly in advance by the State

15 Treasurer, on the warrant of the [Commissioner of Taxation and Finance]

16 Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting to the [treasurer of the

17 State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, upon state­

18 ments furnished by the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

19 Services, approved by the Department of Institutions and Agencies.

20 The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall

21 annually fix and determine and report to the board of chosen freeholders of

22 each county a sum sufficient to pay the estimated amount of the county's pro­

23 portionate share of maintenance. Each board of chosen freeholders shall ap­

24 propriate and make available such amount to the order of the [State Board of

25 Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services. Should the amount so appro­

26 priated, however, be expended or exhausted du~ing the year and for the pur­

27 pose for which it was appropriated, additional sums shall be appropriated by
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28 such board of chosen freeholders as occasion demands to carry out the pro-

29 visions of this act, from funds in the county treasury available therefor. Where

30 such county funds are not available or adequate, or should there be no such

31 county funds, such additional sums shall be raised by temporary loans or

;32 notes, certificates of indebtedness or temporary loan bonds, to be issued as

33 otherwise provided and limited by law for counties of this State, and the

34 amounts necessary to pay such obligations shall be placed in the budget for the

35 next ensuing fiscal year.

36 Payments from county funds appropriated for the provision of mainte­

37 nance as authorized by this act shall be made monthly in advance by the treas­

38 urer of the county to the [treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare]'

39" Bureau of Childrens Services on the basis of commitments for such county

40 upon bills furnished by the '[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil­

41 drens Services.

'1 32. Section 31 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 31. The State Board of Control [of Institutions and Agencies] or its

4 duly authorized representative is hereby empowered to negotiate with the

5 Federal Government to secure such financial assistance for the carrying out of

{) this act as may be provided in the Federal Social Security Act, and the State

7 Treasurer is hereby empowered to receive such moneys and shall cause them

8 to be placed in the account or accounts of the [State Board of Child Welfare]

9 Bureau of Childrens Services, acting as the agent of the State Board of Con­

10 trol [of Institutions and Agencies], for the purpose of carrying into effect the

11 provisions of this act.

12 The State Board of Control is further empowered to organize the work of

13 the [several departments coming under its jurisdiction] Department of

14 Instituti.ons and Agencies in behalf of[dependent and neglected] children to

15 comply, in any manner consistent with law, with the reasonable requirements

16 of the [Social Security Board and the Federal Children's Bureau as set forth

17 in Title IV and section 521 of Title V of the Federal Social Security Act]:
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18 Federal Department of Health, Education and Welfare purs1,wnt to Federal

19 law, and to cooperate [, through the State Board of Child Welfare] in extend­

20 ing and strengthening public welfare services for the protection and care of

21 homeless, dependent and neglected children and children in danger of becom­

22 ing delinquent.

1 33. Section 32 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 32. Whenever a child receiving care, custody, or guardianship as pro­

4 vided by this act has died, and an investigation by the [State Board of Child

5 Welfare] B1,treau of Childrens Services discloses that there are insufficient

6 funds from any other source to provide proper burial, such [State board]

7 bureau may authorize the expenditure of an amount reasonably necessary

8 to provide proper burial for such child, and such amount shall be a proper

9 charge against State and county funds, within the limits of available ap-

10 propriations, in the same manner and extent as expenditures for mainte­

11 nance.

1 34. Section 33 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 33. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

4 may compromise and settle any claim due or which may become due such

5 [board] bureau for reimbursement of moneys paid to any individual 01' 01'­

6 ganization for maintenance of a child. A memorandum of the compromise

7 and settlement shall be entered in the official [minutes] records of the [pro­

8 ceedings of the board] bureau.

1 35. Section 34 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 34. Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

4 Services shall recover or receive reimbursement of any moneys paid to any

5 individual or organization for the maintenance of a child, the moneys so re­

6 covered or received shall be credited to the State treasury or to the Federal

7 Government in the same proportion as they were charged in the original in-
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8 stance. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

9 is hereby authorized to take all necessary and proper action under the laws

10 of this State for the recovery of any such moneys wrongfully received or..
11 retained by any individual or organization, or for the recovery from the per-

12 son or persons responsible under the laws of this State for the support of

13 such child the value of maintenance to such child.

1 36. Section 35 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 35. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

4 is authorized to retain any voluntary contributions of money heretofore re-

5 ceived by it, and to receive future contributions. All such contributions,

6 whether already received or hereafter received, shall be kept in a separate

7 fund, and shall be used only upon order of the [board] bureau for the pur-

8 poses for which the contributions were made, and such funds shall be in the

9 custody and control of the [treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare

10 and his official bond given as such treasurer shall be responsible for the

11 faithful keeping and distribution of such fund] Bureau of Childrens 8erv-

12 ices; provided, however, that any such contribution made to the bureau, the

13 original purpose of which is no longer practicable or possible of achieve-

14 ment, may be used by the bureau, at its discretion, for the general benefit

15 and welfare of children under its supervision.

1 37. Section 36 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amend€d to read as

2 follows:

3 36. On application in writing by the [State Board of Child Welfare]

4 Bureau of Childrens Services the State Treasurer On warrant of the [Comp­

5 troller] Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting may pay to the

6 [treasurer of the board] bureau from its annual appropriation such amount

7 not exceeding $5,000.00 as may be necessary to establish a petty cash fund

8 for the payment of traveling expenses and such other current expenses as

9 require a prompt cash outlay.
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10 The [treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil-

11 drens Services shall file an account with vouchers attached showing all ex­

12 penditures from [his] its petty cash fund and on receipt of the amount

13 thereof from the State Treasurer shall reimburse the fund. Any questions

14 with reference to the allowance, expenditure, accounting and reimbursement

15 of petty cash moneys shall be finally determined by ruling of the [State

16 Comptroller] Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting.

1 38. Section 37 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as

2 follows:

3 37. Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

4 Services shall have issued, or shall hereafter issue, any checks, drafts or

5 warrants to be paid from moneys received from the Federal Government,

6 the State, or any county of this State for the cost of maintenance, and such

7 checks, drafts or warrants shall not be cashed for a period of 1 year from

8 the date of issue, the following procedure shall be taken:

9 (a) The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

10 shall give due notice to the bank on which such checks, drafts or warrants

11 were issued that no payment shall be made thereon.

12 (b) The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services

13 shall then from time to time deposit in a special fund moneys in an amount

14 equal to that represented by such checks, drafts or warrants, which moneys

15 shall be held for the payments of such checks, drafts or warrants. Such spe­

16 eialfund shall be in the custody and control of the [treasurer of the State

17 Board of Child Welfare, and his official bond give,n as such treasurer shall

18 be responsible for the faithful keeping and distribution of such fund] Bur­

19 eau of Childrens Services.

20 (c) The moneys so deposited shall be maintained in such special fund

21 for a period of 6 years from the date of deposit, and, if still unclaimed after

22 that time by anyone having a legal right thereto, shall be credited to the

23 Federal Government, the State, or any county of this State in the same pro­

24 portion as such moneys were received by the [State Board of Child Wel­

25 fare] Bureau of Childrens Services in the original instance.
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26 . Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens

27 Services shall have credited any moneys to the Federal Government, the

28 State or any county of this State pursuant to the provisions of this section,

29 it shall thereupon be free of all obligations as to those checks, drafts or war-

30 rants for which such moneys have been held for payment.

1 39. Except as otherwise provided by this act, the Bureau of Childrens

2 Services shall in all respects and for all purposes be deemed a continuation

3 of the agency heretofore known as the State Board of Children's Guardians

4 or the State Board of Ohild Welfare.

1 40. Section 30 :6-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

2 30 :6-1. The commission for the amelioration of the condition of the

3 blind, hereinafter in this article [designated] referred to as the "commis-

4 sion," shall hereafter be known as the Commission for the Blind. It shall

5 provide all means which it deems feasible for ameliorating the condition of

6 the blind and shall prepare and maintain a register of all the blind within

7 the State. Every physician shall report to the commission every case of

8 defective vision which in his judgment may result in permanent blindness.

9 Every municipal and county, health and welfare agency, and every institu­

10 tion and noninstitutional agency within the State Department of Institutions

11 and Agencies shall promptly report to the commission every individual com-

12 ing to its attention who is known to be or is believed likely to become per-

13 manently blind.

1 41. Subject to the prOVlSlOns of this act and the provisions of chapter 7
. .

2 of TItle 44 of the Revised Statutes as hereinafter specified, any needy person

3 residing in New Jersey who has attained the age of 18 years and who is

4 blind, shall be entitled to receive assistance from the county welfare board

5 of the county in which he resides.

1 42. The assistance to be extended under this act shall be known as

2 "assistance for the blind,' 'but shall in all other respects be governed by the

3 conditions of eligibility and all other requirements, conditions, limitations

·4 and procedures established by and pursuant to chapter 7 of Title 44 of the
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5 Revised Statutes, excepting section 44 :7-3, subsection a. of section,44 :7-5, aec-

6 tions 44:7-14 to 44:7-16 inclusive, and section 44:7-25 of the Revised

7 Statutes.

1 43. Under general. policies established by the State Board of Control, the

2 Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies is authorized, directed and em­

3 powered to issue, or to cause to be issued by the appropriate departmental

4 officers or agencies, all necessary rules and regulations and administrative

5 orders, and to do or cause to be done all other acts and things necessary

.6 to secure for the State of New Jersey the maximum Federal financial partic­

7 ipation that is available with respect to a program of assistance for the blind

8 and otherwise to accomplish the purposes of this act, including specifically

9 the following:

10 (a) To assure that the program shall be in effect in all counties of the

11 State· and be mandatory upon them j

12 (b) To assure that all individuals wishing to make application for

13 assistance for the blind shall have opportunity to do so, and. that assistance

14 shall be furnished with reasonable promptness to or for all eligible

15 individuals;

16 (c) To provide that, in determining needfor flnaneiaLassistanee and the

17 amount of assistance to be granted, there shall be taken into consideration

18 .all other income .and resources of the' person seeking. or rec.eiving assi$t­

19 ance, exc,l}pt that, in making such determination, th.ere shall. be dis.regarded

20 the first· $65.00 per month of earned income plus ~ of earned income in

21 excess of $85.00 per month, of such person, and there shall· further be dis­

22 regarded [j] , for a period not in excess of 12 mo,nths, such additional

23 amounts of other income and resources in the case of an indlividu.al.who has

24 a plan for .achieving. s.elf-support ,ap.proved by the county welfare board,as

25 may be necessary for the fulfillment of such pk:I.n;

26 (d) To provide safeguards which restrict the use or dis.closure of infor­

27 mation concerning applicants and recipieat\ to purI¥>ses directly connected

28 with the administration of the program j
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29 (e) To assure that all persons to or for whom assistance is being paid

30 under the provisions of this act shall not receive, during the same period,

31 any other financial assista~ce from this State or any political subdivision

32 thereof, with respect to any maintenance requirements or other items for

33 which allowance is made in the assistance grant paid pursuant to this act;

34 (f) To prescribe appropriate services which shall be made available by

35 or utilized by the county welfare boards for the purpose of helping needy

36 blind individuals to attain self-support or self-care, including particularly the

37 services of the Commission for the Blind, and requiring every connty wel­

38 fare board to promptly report to such commission every individual coming

39 to its attention who is known to be or is believed likely to become permanently

40 blind, and to prescribe administrati ve and procedural methods assuring op­

41 portunity for the commission to review all such cases to make appropriate

42 recommendations, and otherwise to participate in the planning and providing

43 of special services for such cases;

44 (g) To assure that payments of assistance will be denied or promptly

45 terminated with respect to any person who publicly solicits alms by wearing,

46 carrying or exhibiting signs denoting blindness, or carrying receptacles for

47 the reception of alms, or doing same by proxy or by begging from house to

48 house.

1 44. The State shall pay to each county welfare board the full amount of

2 any funds received by the State from the Federal Government as Federal

3 participation with respect to expendi tures made by such county welfare board

4 for assistance for the blind, plus an additional amount equal to 50% of the

5 balance of such expenditures after deducting the amount of such Federal

6 participation.

7 The State shall also pay to each county welfare board the full amount

8 of any funds received by the State from the Federal Government as Federal

9 participation with respect to the cos ts of administration of the program of

10 assistance for the blind by such county welfare board.
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1 45. All of the functions, powers and duties of, and records and property

2 maintained by, and unexpended appropriation balances available to the Com­

3 mission for the Blind, under and with respect to statutes repealed by sec­

4 tions 47 and 48 of this act, are hereby transferred to and vested in the Bureau

5 of Assistance and shall be exercised, performed and used by the bureau in

6 accordance with the provisions of sections 41 through 44 of this act and as

7 otherwise provided by law.

1 46. Sections 41 through 45 of this act shall supplement chapter 7 of Title

2 44 of the Revised Statutes.

1 47. Sections 30 :6-3, 30 :6-4, 30 :6-5, 30 :6-8, 30 :6-9, 30 :6-10 and 30 :6-14

2 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.

1 48. The act entitled"An act relating to assistance to needy blind per­

2 sons in New Jersey, supplementing chapter 6 of Title 30, and amending sec­

3 tions 30 :6-3, 30 :6-5 and 30 :6-14 of the Revised Statutes," approved April 25,

4 1946 (P. L. 1946, c. 168) is repealed.

1 49. This act shall become effective July 1, 1963, but all arrangements nec­

2 essary or appropriate to enable the act to become fully effective on said date

3 shall be made as promptly as possible as though the act were effective im­

4 mediately.

\



ASSEMBLY, No. 493
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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By Assemblywoman HUGHES and Assemblyman WERNER 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Public Health and Welfare 

AN	 ACT to reorganize the administration of public welfare functions "Within the 

Department of Institutions and Agencies; and for that purpose to amend 

sections 30 :1-7, 30 :4-1, 30 :4-26.2, and 30 :6-1 of the Revised Statutes, to 

amend "An act concerning the care, custody, guardianship, maintenance 

and supervision of dependent and neglected children, promoting home life 

therefor, providing for the financing thereof, and repealing certain statutes 

relating thereto," approved May 31, 1951 (P. L. 1951, c. 138), to amend 

"An act relating to the reorganization of the executive and administrative 

offices, departments, and instrumentalities of the State Government; con­

cerning the Division of Welfare in the State Department of Institutions and 

Agencies, and supplementing Title 30 of the Revised Statutes," approved 

June 1, 1950, (P. L.1950, c. 166), to repeal sections 30:6-3, 30:6-4, 30:6-5, 

30 :6-8, 30 :6-9, 30 :6-10 and 30 :6-14 of the Revised Statutes, to repeal" An 

act relating to assistance to needy blind persons in New Jersey, supplement­

ing chapter 6 of Title 30, and amending sections 30 :6-3, 30 :6-5 and 30 :6-14 

of the Revised Statutes," approved April 25, 1946 (P. L. 1946, c. 168), and 

to supplement chapter 7 of Title 44 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 30 :1-7 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 30 :1-7. Within the limitations imposed by general legislation applicable 

3 to all agencies of the State, the State board is hereby granted complete and 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted 
and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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4 exclusive jurisdiction, supreme and final authority, and the requisite power to 

accomplish its aims and purposes in and upon the institutions, boards, com­

6 missions and other agencies, hereinafter in this section named, and designated 
~ 

7 as charitable, hospital, relief, training institutions and correctional institu­

8 tions of this State, to the end that they shall be humanely, scientifically, effi­

9 ciently and economically operated. Any particular grant of power hereinafter 

in this Title contained shall be in specification but not in limitation of the 

11 general grant of power. 

12 The charitable, hospital, relief and training institutions and noninstitu­

13 tional agencies of this State, within the meaning of this rritle, shall include the 

14 following, and, as well, any institution established hereafter for any similar 

purpose, as now established and as the same are to be hereafter maintained 

16 and operated pursuant to law: 

17 New Jersey State Hospital at Trenton, 

18 New Jersey State Hospital at Greystone Park, 

19 New Jersey State Hospital at Marlboro, 

New Jersey State Hospital at Ancora, 

21 New Jersey [State Village for Epileptics at Skillman] Neuropsychiatric 

22 Institute, 

23 New Jersey Sanatorium for Chest Diseases at Glen Gardner, 

24 New Jersey Training School at Totowa, 

State Colony at New Lisbon, 

26 State Colony at Woodbine, 

27 Vineland State School at Vineland, 

28 Woodbridge State School, 

29 New Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers at Menlo Park, 

New Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and 

31 Their Wives and Widows at Vineland, 

32 Diagnostic Center at Menlo Park, 

33 Arthur Brisbane Child Center at Allaire, 
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34 I[State Board of Child Welfare at Trenton,:] 

35 Board of Public Welfare, 

36 Commission for the [Amelioration of the Condition of the] Blind [at 

37 Newark]. 

38 The correctional institutions of this State, within the meaning of this 

39 Title, shall include the following, and as well, any institution established 

40 hereafter for any similar purpose, as now established and as the same are to 

41 be hereafter maintained and operated pursuant to law: 

42 New Jersey State Prison at Trenton, 

43 New Jersey State Prison Farm at Rahway, 

44 New Jersey State Prison Farm at Leesburg, 

45 New Jersey Reformatory at Bordentown, 

46 New Jersey Reformatory for Women at Clinton, 

47 New Jersey Reformatory at Annandale, 

48 State Home for Boys at Jamesburg, 

49 State Home for Girls at Trenton. 

1 2. Section 30 :4-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:
 

2 30 :4-1. The State board shall appoint a board of managers for each
 

3 institution or agency within the department or for each group or class thereof
 

4 as it may determine. Whenever the establishment or assumption of juris­


5 diction over an additional institution, or the acquisition of a site therefor, is
 

6 authorized by the Legislature the State board may appoint a board of man­


7 agers therefor or in its discretion may authorize or designate any existing
 

8 board of managers to assume jurisdiction thereof. Each board of managers
 

9 in charge of an institution shall be known as "the board of managers" nam­

10 ing the institution or group. or class for which the board is appointed. The
 

11 State board shall determrnethe names of the boards in charge of [noncon­


12 stitutional] noninstitutional agencies.
 

13 Except in the case of the Board of Public Welfare as otherwise spe­


14 cifically provided by statute, the [The] boards of managers shall consist of
 

15 not less than 5 nor more than 7 members appointed with the approval of the
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16 Governor from residents of the State at large without respect to political 

17 affiliation or belief. At least 2 women shall be members of each board in 

18 charge of the State Home for Boys, the Home for Disabled Soldiers, Sailors, 

19 Marines and their Wives and Widows, and the institutions or agencies for the 

20 blind, feeble-minded, the tubercular, the epileptic and the insane and at least 

21 2 members of the Commission for the Blind shall themselves be blind but they 

22 shall not be employees, or related by blood, marriage or adoption to any em­

23 ployee, of said commission. At least a majority of the members of each board 

24 in charge of the State Home for Girls ['l and the women's reformatory [and 

25 the care of dependent children] shall be women. 

26 The Department Commander, Department of New Jersey, Grand Army. 

27 of the Republic, shall be ex officio a member of the board of managers of 

28 the ~ew Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers, ,sailors, Marines and 

29 their ·Wives and Widows and of the board of managers of the New Jersey 

30 Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers. The term of each board member shall 

31 be 3 years commencing on July 1 and ending on June 30 of the third year 

32 thereafter. A vacancy shall be filled by the State board for the unexpired 

33 term only. 

34 The members of new or additional boards of managers shall at the time 

35 of their appointment be divided into groups so that the terms of 2 members 

36 shall expire on June 30 of the year next succeeding appointment; the terms 

37 of 2 others on June 30 of the second year succeeding appointment; the term 

38 of the fifth member and in case of larger boards the term of the sixth mem­

39 bel', on June 30 of the third year succeeding appointment; the term of the 

40 seventh member of a board having 7 members, on June 30 of the fourth year 

41 succeeding appointment. Their successors shall be appointed for 3-year terms. 

42 The members of such boards shall receive no compensation for services 

43 but shall be reimbursed for actual expenditures incurred in the performance 

44 of duty. They shall be subject to removal by the State board at any time for 

45 good and sufficient cause. 
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; 3. Section 30 :4-26.2 of the Revised Statutes IS amended to read as 

follows: 

30 :4-26.2. If any female committed to any of the institutions referred 

to in section 30 :1-7 of this Title, at the time of such commitment, is the 

mother of a '[nursing] child in her care under 2 years of age, or is pregnant 

with child, which shall be born after such commitment, such child may ac­

. company its mother to and, subject to the provisions of this [chapter] sec­

tion, may remain in such institution [until it is 2 years of age and may then 

be removed therefrom]. The name and history of such child shall be entered 

upon the records of the institution [in the same manner as if the child had 

been committed or admitted to such institution as an inmate or patient]. 

If the mother is a State indigent patient, such child shall be maintained 

at the expense of the State, and if such mother is a county indigent patient, 

such child shall be maintained at the expense of the county chargeable with 

maintenance of the mother. The rate for maintenance shall be fixed by the 

State House Commission. The chief executive officer of the institution, as a 

condition precedent to charging the maintenance of such child, shall notify 

the Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting in the case of charging 

the State, and shall notify the director of the board of freeholders in the 

case of charging a county. 

r[If,'l Whenever it would be in the best interest of such child, and in any 

event prior to the time when such child arrives at the age of 2 years,[it is 

without family or relatives able and willing to assume its support,] the chief 

executive officer of the institution shall take such action as is authorized by 

the laws of this State to place such child in [may institute a proceeding, or 

may designate an agent to do so for him, in the County Court of the county 

in which the child or its parent or parents have a settlement, setting forth 

the parentage of the child and its settlement, together with such other proof 

as may be necessary to satisfy the court as to the settlement of the child. 

The court shall thereupon commit the child to] the care, custody Or guard-

ianship[and control] of the '(State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil­
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32 drens Services [and the child shall thereupon become the legal ward of 

33 such board. The court shall also direct the county to pay expenses for the 

34 care of such child, including the board, clothing, medical and surgical treat­

35 ment while the child is under the guardianship of the State Board of Child 

36 Welfare. Upon the making of such commitment, as aforesaid, the State Board 

37 of Child Welfare shall thereupon become and be constituted the guardian of 

38 such juvenile dependent and shall be invested with all the powers and duties 

39 now exercised by them in the same manner and to the same effect as if such 

40 child had been committed to such board as a public charge]. 

41 ,[If, however, at any time the chief executive officer of the institution shall 

42 certify to the commissioner that the condition of the mother or the prevail­

43 ing conditions of the institution are inimical to the best interest of such 

44 child, and if after investigation the commissioner finds that such child would 

45 be benefited by removal from the institution and if it is without family or 

46 relatives able and willing to assume its support, the chief executive officer of 

47 such institution may thereupon institute a proceeding, or he may designate 

48 an agent to do so for him, and secure an order committing the child to the 

49 State Board of Child Welfare, as provided above.J 

1 4. Section 1 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 1. The Division of Welfare established III the State Department of In­

4 stitutions and Agencies by the State Board of Control I[of Institutions and 

5 Agencies] is continued, but shall hereafter be known as the Division of 

6 Public Welfare and shall be governed by the provisions of this act. Said divi­

7 sion shall consist of the Director of Public Welfare, the Bureau of Assistance 

8 (heretofore known var'iously as the Division of Old Age Assistance and 

9 the Bureau of Assistance), the Bureau of Childrens Services (heretofore 

10 known variously as the State Board of Children's Guardians and the State 

11 Board of Child Welfare), the Commission for the Blind (including the ex­

12 ecutive and staff of such commission), and of such reconstituted, reorgan­
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13 ized or additional bureaus and other administrative units as such State 

14 Board of Control may, from time to time, establish therein. 

1 5. Section 2 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2. All functions, powers and duties relating to '[categorical] public as­

4 sistance and welfare services [incident thereto], which are exercised by or 

5 within the State Department of Institutions and Agencies by any officer or 

6 agency thereof, ,[including the State Board of Child Welfare, the Commis­

7 sion for the Blind, and the Division of Old Age Assistance, and all functions, 

8 powers, and duties which are by this act transferred to the said depart­

9 ment,] shall be administered through the said Division of Public Welfare, 

10 together with such other related functions and duties as the State Board of 

11 Control [of Institutions and Agencies] may, from time to time, find appro­

12 priate to be administered through the said division. 

1 6. Section 3 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 IS amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 3. There ~s hereby created and established within the Department of 

4 Institutions and Agencies a board to be known as the Board of P1tblic Wel­

5 fare. Said board shall consist of 12 members, at least 3 of whom shall be 

6 women. Nine of such members shall be appointed by the State Board of 

7 Control with the approval of the Governor, from among citizens of the State 

8 with demonstrated interest in community service programs. They shall be 

9 appointed without regard to political belief or affiliation. They shall receive 

10 no compensation for services, but shall be reimbursed for actual expenditures 

11 incurred in the performance of their d1dies. All such 9 members shall hold 

12 office for a term of 3 years commencing on July 1 and ending on J~tne 30 of 

13 the third year thereafter; except that of the members first to be appointed 

14 hereunder, 3 shall be assigned to terms expiring on June 30 of the year next 

15 succeeding appointment, and 3 to terms expiring on June 30 of the second 

16 year succeeding appointment, but their S1tCCessors shall be appointed for 3-year 

17 terms, and any vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall 
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18 be filled for the unexpired term only. In addition to such 9 members, 3 addi­

19 tional members shall be persons annually designated for such purpose by 

20 the State Board of Control from among persons concurrently serving as mem­

21 bers of the Commission for the Blind. The Commissioner of Institutions and 

22 Agencies shall, with the advice and consent of the Board of Public Welfare, 

23 appoint the [The head] chief executive officer of the Division of Public Wel­

24 fare who shall be known as the director of such division [Deputy Commis­

25 sioner for Welfare of the Department of Institutions and Agencies,] and who 

26 shall be in charge of the work of the d vision under the immediate direction and 

27 supervision of the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies. In the event 

28 of disagreement with respect to such appointment between the Com1nis­

29 sioner and the Board of Public Welfare, the State Board of Control shall 

30 make the appointment. The Board of Public Welfare, acting on behalf of the 

31 State Board of Control and subject to the authority and direction thereof, 

32 shall organize to meet at such times as it may determine or as may be pre­

33 scribed by the State Board of Control. It shall establish within itself com­

34 mittees directly concerned with the Bureau of Assistance and the Bureau of 

35 Childrens Services respectively, and may establish such other committees as 

36 it may determine. It shall become and continue to be thoroughly acquainted 

37 with the operations of the Division of Public Welfare and regularly review all 

38 programs and practices within the division and within the respective bureaus 

39 and other units thereof. It shall establish policies and procedures within 

-10 general directives of the State Board of Contml. It shall assist the director 

.\1 \If 0,(' dit'i,~i~)H \Hd t1i<.' blU't\JU d.'<!fs '" fUI'IIwltJt'"9 tlh? onKual budge' ,.e­

~ ';'1d~' .'. 1, ~li'I~~ phmi..~i i' l~tri~l tK..lttlj·,~tM \·li~tr.,·:ti\·( rdcltwas~JM ",ilk tM 

~~ ".,,,,~::,, "";:,,r,' ~ :..,r.i::. ki(1I1 ll-:'S'.::tult<,·( bvura~~ u.J ut1\<:f uffic'cll bodles aAll 

li orgl1ni2t'd (lgeflcics cQllcertlcd with publk weljare. It tH..ay, subject to ~: 

45 approval of the State Board of Control, establish any subsidiary unsalariedr 

46 advisory or consultant committees or study groups as it may deem necessary, 

4;- and JJI'ope,' an.d appoint the members thereof. 
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1 7. Section 4 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 4. The Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies shall, with the advice 

4 and consent of the Board of Public Welfare and of the director of the division, 

5 appoint the chief executive officers of the Bureau of Assistance and the Bureau 

6 of Childrens Services, which positions shall be in the competitive class of the 

7 classified civil service. The Commission for the Blind shall, from 

8 among persons nominated by the commissioner, and with the advice and 

9 consent of the Board of Public Welfare and of the director of the division, ap­

10 point the chief executive officer of the commission, which position shall be in 

11 the unclassified service. In the event of any disagreement with respect to any 

12 of such appointments as between 2 or more of the parties whose partici­

13 pation in such appointment is so required, the State Board of Control shall 

14 make the appointment. [This act shall not affect the terms of office of the 

15 present members of the State Board of Child ·Welfare or of the New Jersey 

16 State Commission for the Blind. Such agencies shall each continue to be con­

17 stituted as provided by existing law.] This act shall not affect the terms of 

18 office of members of the State Commission for the Blind, and such agency 

19 shall continue to be constituted and to exercise such functions as otherwise 

20 provided by law, operating as a constituent agency within the Division of 

21 Public Welfare pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

1 8. Section 2 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2. For the purposes of this act the following words and terms shall,
 

4 unless otherwise indicated, be deemed and taken to have the meanings
 

5 herein given to them.
 

6 (a) The title [" State Board of Child Welfare"] (( Bureau of Childrens
 

7 Services" means the State agency for the care, custody, guardianship, main­


S tenance and protection of children, as more specifically described by the
 

9 provisions of this act, and succeeding the agency heretofore [as otherwise]
 

10 variously designated by the laws of this State as the State Board of Child 

11 Welfare or the State Board of Children's Guardians. 
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12 (b) The word "child" includes stepchild and illegitimate child, and 

13 further means any person under the age of 21 years. 

14 (c) The term "care" means cognizance of a child for the purpose of 

15 providing necessary welfare services, or maintenance, or both. 

16 (d) The term" custody" means continuing responsibility for the person 

17 of a child, as established by a surrender and release of custody or consent 

18 to adoption, for the purpose of providing necessary welfare services, or 

19 maintenance, or both. 

20 (e) The term "guardianship" means control over the person and 

21 property of a child as established by the order of a court of competent 

22 jurisdiction, and as more specifically defined by the provisions of this act. 

23 Guardianship by the Bureau of Childrens Services shall be treated as guard­

24 ianship by the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies, exercised on his 

25 behalf wholly by and in the name of the Bureau of Childrens Services, act­

26 ing through the chief executive officer of the bureau or his authorized repre­

27 sentative. Such exercise of guardianship by the bureau shall be at all times 

28-30 and in all respects subject to the supervision of the commissioner. 

30A (f) The term "maintenance" means board, clothing and medical, dental 

30B and hospital care, or any of them, as furnished to or for a child pursuant 

30e to the provisions of this act. 

31 (g) The term "welfare services" means consultation, counselling, and 

32 referral to or utilization of available resources, for the purpose of determin­

33 ing and correcting or adjusting matters and circumstances which are en­

.34 dangering the welfare of a child, and for the purpose of promoting his proper 

35 development and adjustment in the family and the community. 

36 (h) The singular includes the plural form. 

37 (i) The masculine noun and pronoun include the feminine. 

38 (j) The word "may" shall be construed to be permissive. 

39 [(k) The term" assistance" means money payments made to, or in be­

40 half of, persons determined to be eligible therefor in accordance with the 

41 provisions of article IV, chapter 5, Title 30, of the Revised Statutes.l] 



•
 

11
 

1 9. Section 3 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 3. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bnreatt of Childrens Services, in
 

4 administering the provisions of this act, shall:
 

5 (a) provide care and custody for children eligible therefor in such man­


6 ner that the children may, so far as practicable, continue to live in their
 

7 own homes and family life be thereby preserved and strengthened;
 

8 (b) provide necessary welfare services as may be required by such
 

9 children, so far as practicable, without assumption of custody;
 

10 (c) encourage the development of private and voluntary agencies quali­


11 fied to provide welfare services for children to the end that throngh co­


12 operative effort the need for such services may be limited or reduced.
 

1 10. Section 4 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 4. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bttrean of Childrens Services
 

4 shall have the requisite powers to:
 

5 (a) exercise general supervision over children for whom care, custody or
 

6 guardianship is provided in accordance with article 2 of this act;
 

7 (b) administer for the Department of Institutions and Agencies the
 

8 powers and duties provided in chapter 3 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes
 

!) (Adoption), !HI l\llwl\\lpd 1\1\\1 1\1\})plf\lHl'lllf\lt n~ Ihl' ~l\llH' ll1ny h' <ll'll'gntrll
 

10 and assigned by the said department; 

11 (c) administer for the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies the 

12 powers and duties as provided in chapter 7 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes 

13 (dependent children; bringing into State), as amended and supplemented, as 

14 the same may be delegated and assigned by the said commissioner; 

15 (d) administer for the State Board of Control [of Institutions and 

16 Agencies] the powers and duties provided in sections 30 :1-14 through 

17 30:1-17 of chapter 1 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes (visitation and in­

18 spection), as amended and supplemented, so far as the same may be dele­

19 gated and assigned by the said State Board of Control with respect to 
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20 institutions, organizations and noninstitutional agencies for the care, cus­

21 tody and welfare of children; 

22 (e) provide care and exercise supervision over children paroled or re­

23 leased from State correctional institutions for juveniles in accordance with 

24 rules and regulations established by the State Board of Control [of Institu­

25 tions and Agencies] ; 

26 (f) make investigations or provide supervision of any child in this 

27 State at the request and on behalf of a public or private agency or insti­

28 tution of any other State; 

29 (g) to meet and confer, at least annually, with representatives of the 

30 public welfare boards and the private agencies and institutions for the care 

31 of children in this State in order that the programs of such boards, agencies 

32 and institutions may be developed and fully utilized and that there may be 

33 a co-ordination of all public and private facilities for the protection and 

34 care of children; 

35 (h) issue such reasonable rules and regulations as may be necessary 

36 for the purpose of carrying into effect the meaning of this act, which rules 

37 and regulations shall be binding so far as they are consistent with such 

38 purpose. 

1 11. Section 5 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 5. Except as provided in sections 15 through 22 of this act, noth­

4 ing [Nothing] III this act shall authorize the [State Board of Child 

5 Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services to accept the care or custody of any 

6 child, nor to provide welfare services for any child, except with the voluntary 

7 approval and consent of the parent, parents, legal custodian, guardian or 

8 other person with whom the child may be living. 

1 12. Section 6 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 6. No person to whom or for whom payments for maintenance are made 

4 under this act shall be deemed to be or classified as a pauper by reason 

5 thereof. 
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6 The provisions of this act shall not be construed to deny treatment by 

7 spiritual means or prayer, of any child, in accordance with the religious 

8 faith of the parent or parents of such child. The provisions of this act shall 

9 not be construed to authorize or empower the [State Board of Child Wel­

10 fare] Bureau of Childrens Services to compel a child to undergo medical 

11 or surgical treatment, if the child, or parent or guardian of said child, 

12 objects thereto in a signed statement upon the ground that the proposed 

13 action interferes with the free exercise of his religious principles. 

1 13. Section 7 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 7. All birth, death and marriage certificates which may be required 

4 under the provisions of this act, or under any rule or regulation issued by 

5 the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, shall be 

6 issued free of charge upon the order of [the State Board of Child Welfare] 

7 such bureau. 

1 14. Section 11 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 11. Whenever it shall appear that any child within this State is of such 

4 circumstances that his welfare will be endangered unless proper care or 

5 custody is provided, an application setting forth the facts in the case may 

6 be filed with the [State Board of Child Welfare] Burea1t of Childrens 

7 Services by,a parent or other relative of such child, by a person standing 

8 in loco parentis to such child, or by a person or association or agency or 

9 public official having a special interest in such child, seeking that the [State 

10 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services accept and provide 

11 such care or custody of such child as the circumstances may require. Such 

12 application shall be in writing, and shall contain a statement of the rela­

13 tionship to or special interest in such child which justifies the filing of such 

14 application. The provisions of this section shall be deemed to include an 

15 application for welfare services on behalf of an unborn child when the pro­

16 spective mother is within this State at the time of application for such 

17 services. 
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1 15. Section 12 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 12. Upon receipt of an application as provided in section 11 hereof, the 

4 [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall verify 

5 the statements set forth in such application and shall investigate all the 

6 matters pertaining to the circumstances of the child. If upon such verification 

7 and investigation it shall appear (a) that the welfare of such child will be 

8 endangered unless proper care or custody is provided; (b) that there is no 

9 welfare or child-caring society or institution duly organized under the laws 

10 of this State which can and will provide the welfare services required by such 

11 child; (c) that the needs of such child cannot properly be provided for by 

12 financial assistance as made available by the laws of this State; (d) that there 

13 is no person legally responsible for the support of such child whose identity 

14 and whereabouts are known and who is willing and able to provide for the 

15 care and support required by such child; and (e) that such child does not re­

16 quire immediate institutional care because of physical or mental disability; 

17 then the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services may 

18 accept and provide such care or custody as the circumstances of such child may 

19 reqUIre. 

1 16. Section 13 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 13. If in the course of verifying and investigating any applications, as pro­

4 vided for in sections 11 and 12 hereof, it shall appear that there is a welfare 

5 or child-caring society or institution duly organized under the laws of this 

6 State which can and will provide the welfare services required by the child; 

7 or it shall appear that there is a person legally responsible for the support of 

8 the child who is willing and able to provide the care and support required by 

9 such child; or it shall appear that the needs of the child can properly be pro­

10 vided for by financial assistance as made available by the laws of this State; 

11 then, the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, be­

12 fore accepting and providing care or custody, shall first make proper referral 
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13 of the matter to such society, institution, or person, or to the agency charged 

14 with the administration of such financial assistance. 

1 17. Section 14 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 14. The '[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 shall give due notice in writing to the applicant of the action taken on any 

5 application as provided in sections 12 and 13 hereof. 

1 18. Section 15 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 15. Whenever (a) it appears that a court wherein a complaint has been 

4 proffered as provided in chapter 6 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes, has 

5 entered a conviction against the parent or parents, guardian, or person hav­

6 ing custody and control of any child because of abuse, abandonment, neglect 

7 of or cruelty to such child; or (b) it appears that any child has been adjudged 

8 delniquent by a court of proper jurisdiction in this State; or (c) it appears 

9 that the best interests of any child under the care or custody of the [State 

10 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services require that he be 

11 placed under guardianship; or (d) it appears that the parent or parents, 

12 guardian, or person having custody and control of any child IS grossly im­

13 moral or unfit to be intrusted with the care and education of such child,or 

14 shall fail to provide such child with proper protection, maintenance and edu­

15 cation, or is of such vicious, careless or dissolute habits as to endanger the 

16 welfare of such child; a petition, setting forth the facts in the case, may be 

17 filed with the juvenile and domestic relations court of the county where such 

18 child may be at the time of the filing of such petition. A petition as pro­

19 vided in this section may be filed by any person or any association or 

20 agency, interested in such child, or by the [State Board of Ohild Welfare] 

21 Bureau of Childrens Services in the circumstances set forth in item (c) 

22 hereof. No petition shall be filed in the circumstances set forth in item 

23 (d) hereof unless and until action has been taken with respect to the child 

24 pursuant to sections 11 and 12 of this act. 
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1 19. Section 17 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 17. 'When a petition if filed under section 15 hereof by a person, associa­

4 tion or agency other than the [State Board of Child "Welfare] Bureau of 

5 Childrens Services, the court, in addition to causing service to be made upon 

6 the parent, parents, guardian or person having custody and control of such 

7 child in accordance with rules of court, shall also cause a copy of the petition 

8 and notice of the time and place of hearing to be served on or mailed to the 

9 [State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services at least 20 

10 days before the time of such hearing. 

11 'Whenever a petition is filed under section 15 hereof, and there shall be 

12 filed with such petition a statement or statements made under oath and 

13 attesting that the best interests of the child require that he be placed under 

14 the guardianship of the [State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bureau of Chil­

15 drens Services immediately and pending final hearing, the court, at a special 

16 summary hearing held upon notice to the [State Board of Child "Welfare] 

17 Burea1~ of Childrens Services, may make an interlocutory order committing 

18 such child to the [State Board of Child "Welfare] Bureau of ChildrensServ­

19 ices until a final hearing on the petition. Such interlocutory order shall have 

20 the same force and effect as an order of commitment provided for in section 

21 20 hereof. 

1 20. Section 18 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 18. Immediately upon receipt of the copy of a petition served on or 

4 mailed to the [State Board of Child 'Welfare] B1~reau of Childrens Services 

5 as provided by section 17 hereof, such [State board] bureau shall verify 

6 such petition and investigate all the facts pertaining to the eligibility of the 

7 child for commitment, and prior to the day set for hearing shall file with the 

8 court a report of its findings. Such report shall show such facts as will assist 

9 the court in making a decision in the matter. 
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1 21. Section 20 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 20. If upon completion of such hearing the court is satisfied that the 

4 best interests of such child require that he be placed under proper guardian­

5 ship, such court shall make an order committing such child to the guardian­

6 ship and control of the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureall of Childrens 

7 Services, and such child shall thereupon become the legal ward of such 

8 '[board] bureau, and such [board] bureau shall be the legal guardian of 

9 such child for all purposes. 

10 If the court shall have made an interlocutory order as provided in sec­

n tion 17 hereof, but at the final hearing a further order of commitment shall 

12 not be made as provided in this section, the [State Board of Child 'welfare] 

13 Bureau of Childrens Services shall return the child forthwith to the parent 

14 or parents, guardian or person having had custody of the child immediately 

15 prior to the filing of the petition; provided, however, that if such parent or 

16 parents, guardian or person having had custody cannot be found or, for 

17 other reason satisfactory to the court, is unable to accept the child, the [State 

18 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, upon order of the 

19 court, may place the child with such other person or persons who, at the time 

20 of final hearing, expressed willingness to accept the child, but such order 

21 shall in no wise be construed as a grant of custody or guardianship. In all 

22 such cases the interlocutory order shall continue in full force and effect until 

23 the I[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall have 

24 made disposition of the child as provided herein, but in no case for a period 

25 longer than 30 days after the final hearing. 

1 22. Section 21 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 21. The order of the court committing a child to the guardianship of the 

4 {State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, shall in no 

5 wise be restrictive of the duties, powers and authority of such [board] bureau 

6 in the care, custody, placement, welfare and exclusive guardianship of the 
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7 child as provided in this act, and such [board] b'/,treau shall be removed as 

8 such guardian only by a court of competent jurisdiction upon charges 

9 preferred and upon good cause shown after an bpportunity to be heard. 

1 23. Section 22 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 22. The guardianship of the ![State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of 

4 Childrens Services shall be full and complete for all purposes and shall vest 

5 in such [board] bureau the custody and control of both the person and 

6 property of its wards, whether committed prior or subsequent to the effective 

7 date of this act, without the necessity of giving bond, and notwithstanding 

8 any previous appointment of a guardian for such wards. 

9 Such guardianship of the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of 

10 Childrens Services shall enable such [board] bureau, acting through the 

11 chief executive officer of the bureau or his authorized representative [as in 

12 a corporate capacity], to prosecute suits, claims and any and all manner of 

13 proceedings or actions in law or equity for and on behalf of its wards; to 

14 demand and receive from all persons, including guardians previously ap­

15 pointed, any and all property of its wards; and to hold and administer the 

16 real and personal property of its wards, or any interest they may have 

17 therein; provided, however, that it shall be proper for the said [board] 

18 bureau, in its discretion, to hold funds of its wards on deposit in one or more 

19 banks or trust companies in this State, and to apply funds, other than earn­

20 ings, of any ward against expenditures for the maintenance of such ward. 

21 The County Court of the county where the commitment was made shall 

22 have jurisdiction to hear and determine any and all proceedings affecting the 

23 guardianship of the i[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens 

24 Services. The County Court of each county shall have jurisdiction to hear 

25 and determine petitions by such [board] bureau, on behalf of its wards, for 

26 the transfer of any or all assets being held by guardians previously ap­

27 pointed. The County Court shall have jurisdiction, in its discretion, to waive 

28 costs in any proceedings by the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of 

29 Childrens Services on behalf of its wards. 
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1 24. Section 23 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 23. In addition to the methods otherwise provided in this article for 

4 establishing guardianship by the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of 

5 Childrens Services, and when necessary to cary out the provisions of this 

6 act, the {State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, after 

7 due investigation and consideration, may, in cases where it would be to the 

8 permanent advantage of the child, take voluntary surrenders and releases of 

9 custody and consents to adoption from the parent, parents or other persons 

10 or agencies having the right or authority to give such surrenders, releases and 

11 consents. Such surrenders, releases and consents, when properly acknow­

12 ledged in the manner and form as provided by section 46 :14-6 of the Revised 

13 Statutes, shall be valid and binding irrespective of the age of the person giv­

14 ing the same, and shall be irrevocable except at the discretion of the [State 

15 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services or upon order of a 

16 court of competent jurisdiction. 

1 25. Section 24 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 24. Whenever the director of welfare of any county or municipality in this 

4 State shall be called upon to provide for any child whose needs cannot prop­

5 erly be provided for by financial assistance as made available by the laws of 

6 this State, such director shall, within 24 hours thereafter, give written notice 

7 thereof to the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, 

8 and shall flle an application for care or custody, as provided in section 11 

9 of this act, or shall file a petition as provided in section 15 of this act, as the 

10 case may be. Such notice shall contain all available information concerning 

11 such child and its circumstances as will enable such [State board] bureau 

12 to take proper action in the case. If the immediate needs of such child so 

13 require, such director shall provide for the care of such child in a suitable 

14 place approved for that purpose by the bureau, '[State Board of Child \iVel­

15 fare,] paying therefor as a charge against county or municipal funds until 
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16 such time as the child has been found eligible for care, custody or guardian­

17 ship in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

1 26. Section 25 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 25. The [State Board of Child ·Welfare] Burea~£ of Childrens Services, 

4 by its agent or agents, shall regularly visit all children receiving care, cus­

5 tody or guardianship under the provisions of this act in order to assure the 

6 maximum benefit from such services. 

1 27. Section 26 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 26. Whenever the circumstances of a child are such that proper care, 

4 custody, and guardianship cannot be provided for such child in his own 

5 home, the [State Board of Child ·Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

6 may place such child in a suitable family home, with or without payment of 

7 board, as the needs of the child may require; provided, however, that while 

8 such [State board] bureau is seeking such family home, or if the special 

9 needs of any such child may so require, such [State board] bureau may place 

10 such child in an institution in this State for the care of children or in any 

11 other suitable place which such [State board] bureau, in its discretion, may 

12 find proper and necessary for the care of the child. In the placement of any 

13 child the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall 

14 make every reasonable effort to select a family home or an institution of the 

15 same religious faith as the parent or parents of such child. 

16 Whenever the [State Board of Child ·Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Serv­

17 ices shall place any child, as provided by this section, in any municipality and 

18 county of this State, such child shall be deemed a resident of such municipal­

19 ity and county for all purposes, and such child shall be entitled to the use 

20 and benefit of the health, educational, recreational, vocational and other facil­

21 ities of such municipality and county in the same manner and extent as any 

22 other child living in such municipality and county. 
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28. Section 27 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 IS amended to read as 

follows: 

27. Pursuant to the providing of care, custody or guardianship for any 

child, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the ,[State Board of 

Ohild Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services may expend such sums as may 

be necessary for the reasonable and proper cost of maintenance, including 

board, clothing and medical, dental and hospital care, or any of them, as 

the needs of any such child may require. Such cost shall be chargeable 

against State and county funds as made available in accordance with article 

4 of this act; provided, however, that no such cost shall be so chargeable if 

incurred earlier than the date of acceptance of care or custody of a child, as 

provided in section 12 hereof, or earlier than the effective date of an order of 

commitment as provided in section 20 hereof. 

Whenever a medical examination shall be required of any child as a con­

dition to providing care or custody, the cost of such examination shall be a 

proper charge against State and county funds, within the limits of available 

appropriations, in the same manner and extent as expenditures for 

maintenance. 

Whenever a child receiving care IS III need of operation, anaesthesia, 

diagnostic tests or treatment, and the [State Board of Ohild Welfare] 

Bureau of Childrens Services has determined by reasonable inquiry that the 

parent or other person having custody of such child is not available to give 

consent, the '[State Board of Ohild Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

may give its consent thereto. A consent to operation, anaesthesia, diagnostic 

tests or treatment when given by the [State Board of Ohild Welfare] 

Bureau of Childrens Services on behalf of any child receiving care, custody 

or guardianship shall be deemed legal and valid for all purposes with re­

spect to any person or hospital affording service to such child pursuant to 

and in reliance upon such consent. 

Nothing contained herein shall modify the provisions of section 6 of the 

act of which this act is amendatory. 
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1 29. Section 28 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 28. The [State Board of Ohild Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 may at any time discharge from its care, custody or guardianship any child, 

5 if in the opinion of such [board] bureau the best interests of the child will 

6 be promoted thereby. 

1 30. Section 29 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 29. Subject to the provisions of section 30 hereof, payments for mam­

4 tenance [or assistance] shall be made by the [State Board of Ohild Welfare] 

5 Bureau of Childrens Services.
 

6 The [treasurer of the State Board of Ohild Welfare] Bureau of Chil­


7 drens Services is hereby empowered to receive from the State Treasurer
 

8 and from the county treasurer of each county such sums as shall be appro­


9 priated for the purposes of this act, and shall cause such sums to be set up
 

10 in a special account or accounts subject to disbursement by the [State Board 

11 of Ohild Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services. 

1 31. Section 30 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 30. The cost of maintenance provided under this act for or on behalf of
 

4 any child shall be shared equally by the State and by that county where such
 

5 child may be or may have been at the time of the filing of an application seek­


6 ing care or custody or at the time of the filing of a petition seeking
 

7 guardianship.
 

8 The Governor shall :fix and determine and state in his annual budget
 

9 message a sum sufficient to pay the estimated amount required to carry into
 

10 effect the provisions of this act, together with the deficiencies, if any, incurred
 

11 in the previous year. The Legislature shall include the amount so deter­


12 mined and stated in the annual appropriation bill.
 

13 Payments from State funds appropriated for the provision of mainte­


14 nance as authorized by this act shall be made monthly in advance by the
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15 State Treasurer, on the warrant of the [Commissioner of Taxation and Fi­

'16 nance] Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting to the [treasurer 

17 of the State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, upon 

18 statements furnished by the .[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil­

·19· dt-ens .Services, approved by the Department of Institutions and Agencies. 

,20 The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall 

21 annually fix and determine and report to the board of chosen freeholders of 

22 each county a sum sufficient to pay the estimated amount of the county's 

23 proportionate share of maintenance. Each board of chosen freeholders shall 

·24 appropriate and make available such amount to the order of the [State 

25 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services. Should the amount 

26 so appropriated, however, be expended or exhausted during the year and for 

27 the purpose for which it was appropriated, additional sums shall be appro­

28 priated by such board of chosen freeholders as occasion demands to carry 

29 out the provisions of this act, from funds in the county treasury available 

30 therefor. Where such county funds are not available or adequate, or should 

31 there be no such county funds, such additional sums shall be raised by tem­

32 porary loans or notes, certificates of indebtedness or temporary loan bonds, 

33 to be issued as otherwise provided and limited by law for counties of this 

34 State, and the amounts necessary to pay such obligations shall be placed in 

35 the budget for the next ensuing fiscal year. 

36 Payments from county funds appropriated for the provision of mainte­

37 nance as authorized by this act shall be made monthly in advance by the 

38 treasurer of the county to the [treasurer of the State Board of Child Wel­

39 fare] Bureau of Childrens Services on the basis of commitments for such 

40 county upon bills furnished by the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau 

41 of Childrens Services. 

1 32. Section 31 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 31. The State Board of Control [of Institutions and Agencies] or its 

4 duly authorized representative is hereby empowered to negotiate with the 
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5 Federal Government to secure such financial assistance for the carrying out 

6 of this act as may be provided in the Federal Social Security Act, and the 

7 State Treasurer is hereby empowered to receive such moneys and shall cause 

8 them to be placed in the account or accounts of the i[State Board of Child 

9 Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, acting as the agent of the State Board 

10 of Control [of Institutions and Agencies], for the purpose of carrying into 

11 effect the provisions of this act. 

12 The State Board of Control is further empowered to organize the work 

13 of the [several departments coming under its jurisdiction] Department of 

14 Institutions and Agencies in behalf of [dependent and neglected] children 

15 to comply, in any manner consistent with law, with the reasonable require­

16 ments of the [Social Security Board and the Federal Children's Bureau as 

17 set forth in Title IV and section 521 of Title V of the Federal Social Secur­

18 ity Act] Federal Department of Health, Education and Welfare pursuant 

19 to Federal law, and to co-operate [, through the State Board of Child Wel­

20 fare] in extending and strengthening public welfare services for the protec­

21 tion and care of homeless, dependent and neglected children and children in 

22 danger of becoming delinquent. 

1 33. Section 32 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 32. Whenever a child receiving care, custody, or guardianship as pro­

4 vided by this act has died, and an investigation by the [State Board of Child 

5 Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services discloses that there are insufficient 

6 funds from any other source to provide proper burial, such [State board] 

7 bureau may authorize the expenditure of an amount reasonably necessary to 

8 provide proper burial for such child, and such amount shall be a proper charge 

9 against State and county funds, within the limits of available appropriations, 

10 in the same manner and extent as expenditures for maintenance. 

1 34. Section 33 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
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3: 33. The [State Board of Child Welfare] B~treau of Childrens Services 

4 may compromise and settle any claim due or which may become due such 

,5	 [boa~d]' bureau for. reimbursement of moneys paid to any individual or 

6 o,rganization for maintenance of a child. A memorandum of the compromise 

7 and settlement shall be entered in the official [minutes] records of the [pro­

$ ,ceedingsof the board] bureau. 

1 35. Section 34 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is Ilmended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 34. Whenever the ~[State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bureau ofOhildrens 

4 Services shall recover. or receive reimbursement of any moneys paid to any 

5. illdivid~al or organization for the maintenance of a child, the moneys so 

·,6 :recovered or received shall be credited to the State treasury or to the Federal 

} Government in the .same proportion as they were charged ill the original 

.a)p.stance.Th~:[State Board of Child Welfare] ,Bureau of .children Services 

9 is hereby authorized to take all necessary and proper action under the laws 

10 of this State Jor the recovery of any such moneys wrongfully received or 

11 retained by any individual 6r organization, or for the recovery from the 

12 person or persons responsible under the laws of this State for the support of 

13 such child the value of maintenance furnished .to such child.. 

1 36. Section 35 of chapter 138 of :the laws :of 1951 is amended to read as 

2. follows: 
I I:' 

3 . 35. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 is authorized to retain any voluntary contributions of money heretofore 
.. 1: ", ", . '	 , 

5 received by it, and to. receive future contributions. All such contributions, 

· 6· whether already received or hereafter rec~ived, shall be. kept in a separate 

· :1.. f:und, and shall be used only upon order Qf the' [board] bureau for the pur­

8 poses for which the contributions were made, and such funds shall be in the 

.•9 custody and. control of the I[treasurerof, the ,State Board of Child Welfare 

J9 ll:p.d ~is official bond given as such treasurer shall be responsible for the 

11: fl,l.i~hfulkeeping and distribution of such fund] Bureau of Childrens Services. 
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1 37. Section 36 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read 'as 

2 follows: 

3 36. On application in writing by the [State Board of Child Welfare] 

4 B1treauof Childrens Services the State Treasurer on warrant of the '[Comp­

5 troller] Director of the Division of Budget 'and Accounting may pay to the 

6 [treasurer of the board] bureau from its annual 'appropriation such amount 

7 not exceeding $5,000.00 as may be 'necessary to establish' a petty cash fund 

8 for the payment of traveling expenses and such other current expenses as 

9 require a prompt cash outlay. 

10 The ;[treasurerof the State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil­

11 drens Services shall file' an account' with vouchers attached sllowiIigall ex­

12 penditures from [his] its 'petty cash fund and' on receipt of the amount 

13 thereof from the State Treasurer shall reimburse the' fu'nd: :'Any questions 

14 with reference to the allowance, expenditure,accounting:arid teimbursem~nt 

15 of petty cash moneys shall be finally determined by ruling' of, the :[State 

16 Co~ptrollerl Direct01' of the Division of Budget andAccounting~ 

1 ' 38. Section 37 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 37. Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens 

4 Services shall have issued, or shall' hereafter issue, any checks,drafts or 

5 warrants to be paid from moneys received from the Federal Government, the 

6 State, or any county of this State for: lhe cost of Irudntenance; ~nd su~h 

7 checks, drafts', or warrants shall not be cashed for a period otone year from 

8 the date of issue, the following procedure shall betaken':' '1\' , , 

9 (a) The [State Boa~d'~fChild'Welfhre] 'Bureau' of'ChildrensServitb 

10 shall give due notice to theba;rrkon which:su~h dhecks," drafts 'dr war~ants 

11 were issued that no paymenf shall be made thereon. ' " 

12 " (b) The [State Boardofi Ohild Welfare]' Bureau; of Childrf3ns Serv­

13 ices shall then from time to time deposit ina special ftind.'inion~Ys"in 'an 

14 'amount equal to that repr~sentedbylsuchchecks/drafts or;warrants~iwhi'ch 

15 moneys shall be held for the payments of such checks, drafts or warrants. 
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16 Such special fund,shall be in the custody and control of the [treasurer of 

17 the State Board of Child Welfare, and his official bond given: as such treas­

18 urer, shall be responsible for the faithful keeping and distribution of such 

19 fund] Bureau of Childrens Services. 

20 (c) The moneys so deposited shall be maiiltained in such special fund for a 

21 period of 6 years from the date of deposit, and, if still unclaimed after that 

22 time by anyone, having a legal right thereto, shall be credited to the Federal 

23 Government; the State, or any county of this State in the sarrie proportion as 

24 such moneys were received by the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau 

25 of Childrens Services in the original instarice. 

26 Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens 

27 Services shall have credited any moneys to the Federal Government, the 

28 State or any, county of this State pursuant to the provisions of this section, 

29 it shall thereu'pon be free of all obligations as to those checks, drafts or 

30 'warrants for which such moneys have been held for payment. 

1 39. Except as otherwise provided by this act, the Bureau of Childrens 

2 Services shall in all. respects and fOT all purposes be deemed a continuation 

3 of the agency heretofore known.as the State Board of Children's Guardians 

4 or the State Boatd of Child Welfare. 

1 40. Section 30 :6-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 30 :6-1. The commission for the amelioration of the condition of the blind, 

3 hereinafter in this article [designated]. referred to as the "commission," 

4 shall hereafter be known as the Commission-jorthe Blind. It shall provide all 

5 means which it deems feasible for ameliorating the condition of the blind and 

6 shall prepare and maintain a register of all the blind within the State. Every 

'7 physician shall report to the commission every case of defective VISlOn 

8 which in his judgment may result in permanent blindness. Every municipal 

9 and county health and welfare agency, and. every institution and noninstitu­

10 tional agency within the State Department of Institutions and Agencies shall 

11 promptly report to the commission every individual coming to its attention 

12 who is known to be or is believed lik ely: to become pennanently blind. 
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1 41. Subject to the provisions of this act and the provisions of chapter 

2 7 of Title 44 of the Revised Statutes as hereinafter specified, any needy 

3 person residing in New Jersey who has attained the age of 18 years and who is 

4 blind, shall be entitled to receive assistance from the county welfare board 

5 of the county in which he resides. 

1 42. The assistance to be extended under this act shall be known as "as­

2 sistance for the blind," but shall in all other respects be governed by the con­

3 ditions of eligibility and all other requirements, conditions, limitations and 

4 procedures established by and pursuant to chapter 7 of Title 44 of the Re­

5 vised Statutes, excepting section 44 :7-3, subsection a. of section 44 :7-5, sec­

6 tions 44 :7-14 to 44 :7~16 inclusive, and section 44 :7-25 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 43. Under general policies established by the State Board of Control, the 

2 Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies is authorized, directed and em­

3 powered to issue, or to cause to be issued by the appropriate departmental 

4 officers or agencies, all necessary rules and regulations and administrative' 

5 orders, and to do or cause to be done all other acts and things necessary to 

6 secure for the State of New Jersey the maximum Federal financial partici­

7 pation that is available with respect to a program of assistance for the blind 

8 and otherwise to accomplish the purposes of this act, inc!uding' specifically 

9 the following: 

10 (a) To assure that the program shall be in effect in all' counties of the 

11 State and be mandatory upon them; 

12 (b) To assure that all individuals wishing to make application for as­

13 sistance for the blind shall have opportunity to do so, and that assistance shall 

14 be furnished with reasonable promptness to or for all eligible individuals; 

15 (c) To provide that, in determining need for financial asisstance and 

16 the amount of assistance to be granted, there shall be taken into considera­

17 tion all other income and resources of the person secking or receiving as­

18 sistance, except that, in making such determination,the first $85.00 per month 

19 of earned income plus % of earned income in excess of $85.00 per month, of 

20 such person, shall be disregarded; 
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21' (d) To provide safeguards which restrict the use or disclosure of infor­

22 mation concerning applicants and recipients to purposes directly connected 

23 with the administration of the program; 

24" (e) To assure that all persons to or for whom assistance is being paid 

25 under the provisions of this act shall not receive, during the same period, 

26 any other financial assistance from this State or any political subdivision 

27 'thereof, with respect to any maintenance requirements or other items for 

28 which allowance is made in the assistance grant paid pursuant to this act; 

29 (f) To prescribe appropriate services which shall be made available by 

30 or utilized by the county welfare boards for the purpose of helping needy 

31 blind individuals to attain self-support or self-care, including particularly 

32 the services of the Commission for the Blind, and requiring every county 

33 welfare board to promptly report to such commission every individual com­

34 ing to its attention who is known to be or is believed likely to become pel'ma­

35 nently blind, and to prescribe administrative and procedural methods asslU­

36 ing opportunity for the commission to review all such cases to make 

37 appropriate recommendations, and otherwise to participate in the planning 

38 and providing of special services for such cases; 

39 (g) To assure that payments of assistance will be denied or promptly 

40 terminated 'with respect to any person who publicy solicits alms by wearing, 

41 carrying or exhibiting signs denoting blindness, or carrying receptacles for 

42 the reception of alms, or doing same by proxy or by begging from house to 

43 house. 

1 44. The State shall pay to each county welfare board the full amount 

2, of .any funds received by the State from the Federal Government as Federal 

3 participation with respect to expenditures made by such county welfare 

4. board for assistance for the blind, plus an additional amount equal to 50% 

5 of the balance of such expenditures after deducting the amount of such 

6 Federal participation. 

7 The State shall also pay to each county welfare board the full amount of 

8 any funds received by the State from the Federal Government as Federal 
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9 participation with respect to the costs of administration of the ,program of, 
. - ":,'.! I I.. .!., 

10 assistance for the blind by such county welfare boar~. 
. ~ l ' 

1 45. All of the functions, powers and duties of,and rec()r(l$, flnd p~PVl(rt~: 

2 maintained by, and unexpended appropriation balances avail.~bl~,to the Com., 

3 mission for the Blind, under and with respect to statutes ·repe~le4 by sections 

4 47 and 48 of this act, are hereby transferred to and ves!t~d,f;q. th~ B1,1re~l;l o~: 

5 Assistance and shall be exercised, performed and used by the, bureau,; in ,a~~ 

6 cordance with the provisions of sections 41 through 44 of this act and a~. 

7 otherwise provided by law. 

1 46. Sections 41 through 45 of this act shall supplement chapter 7 of 
, .. ' Ii! 

2 Title 44 of the Revised Statutes. 
! '. 

1 47. Sections 30 :6-3, 30 :6-4, 30 :6-5, 30 :6~8, 30 :6,-9, 30 :.6-10 and 30 :6-H, 
. if' :'1' . 

2 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

1 48. The act entitled"An act relating to assistance to nEledy,blind Ver, 

1 49. This act shall become effective July 1, 1962, but allarrangementa 
.' :'., .. "". 

2 necessary or apPTopriate to enable the act to become fully effective on sa~d. 

3 date shall be made as promptly as possible as though the act were effectiv~ 
. , , 'j !'. !! ~ , 

4 immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The general purpose of this bill is to make certainchaiiges'i~"the: admi~­

istrative structUTe of the Department of Institutions and 'Agenc'ie'~J'\vhi~b'lla~e 

been recommended by the State Board of Control, and which :are' cbrisi~t~nt;'With 

and will implement a part of the public welfare finding-sand ~ecomrneridations 

of the Commission to Study the Departmeritof Institutions' and 'AgeIicies"(the 

, 'Alexander Commission"). 

.I , "Specifically, the bill will: 

1. Disestablish the present board of managers known as 'the StitteBoard Of 

Ohild Welfare, reconstituting this agency as the Bureau of Childrens Services; 
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2. Create a new citizen board, to be known as the Board of Public Welfare, 

to function in relation to a reorganized Division of Public Welfare which will 

embrace and integrate the operations of the Bureau of Assistance, the Bureau 

of Childrens Services, and the Commission for the Blind; 

3. Organize such Board of Public 'Welfare to consist of 12 nonsalaried mem­

bers, 9 of whom shall have terms of 3 years each, 3 expiring in each year, with 

requirements that at least 3 members shall be women; the remaining 3 members 

to be persons concurrently serving as members of the Commission for the Blind; 

all to be appointed by the State Board of Control, with approval of the Governor. 

4. Define the functions of the Board of Public vVelfare and its organiza­

tional relationship to the State Board of Control, the Division of Public Wel­

fare, and the units and officers within such division; 

5. Retain the present structure of the Commission for the Blind and all 

functions of that agency, except for those responsibilities which it now exer­

cises in connection with the administration of the categorical public assistance 

program known as blind assistance; 

6. Reorganize the blind assistance program so that it will be administered by 

the County Welfare Boards, under State supervision by the Bureau of Assist­

ance, according to the same pattern that now exists for the other 3 Federally 

matched public assistance programs, viz. Old Age Assistance, Disability Assist­

ance, and Assistance for Dependent Children, and with a changed fiscal formula 

providing equal division between State and county of the non-federal remainder 

of assistance costs; 

7. Require all public health and welfare agencies to report to the Blind Com­

mission all known or suspected cases of blindness and to require the county 

welfare boards to utilize the available services of the Blind Commission for all 

recipients of assistance for whom such services are appropriate. 



ASSEMBLY,OOMMTfTEE AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 493 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED APRIL 30, 1962 

Amend page 14, section 15, line 8, omit" (b) that there is no". 

Amend page 14, section 15, lines 9 and 10, omit. 

Amend page 14, section 15, line 11, omit "child; (c) ", insert" (b) ". 

Amend page 14, section 15, line 12, omit" (d) ", insert" (c) ". 

Amend page 14, section 15, line 15, omit" (e) ", insert" (d) ". 

Amend page 14, section 15, line 19, after "require", insert "or avail itself 

of the facilities and services of any child-caring society by employing its facil­

ities and services under a contract for the purchase of care from such society. 

In providing care under contract with a child-caring society the bureau shall make 

every reasonable effort to select a society with due regard to the religious back­

ground of the child.". 

Amend page 14, section 16, lines 4 and 5, omit "welfare or". 

Amend page 14, section 16, line 5, after" society", omit remainder of line. 

Amend page 14, section 16, line 6, omit and insert "with whom a contract 

for the purchase of care has been negotiated; ". 

Amend page 15, section 16, line 13, after" such", omit" society, institution, 

or", insert" child-caring society upon the basis of the agreed upon contract for 

the purchase of care, or to such". 

Amend page 20, section 27, line 12, after "child' " insert ' " provided re­

ferral to a child-caring society with whom a contract for the purchase of care 

has been negotiated is not practicable". 
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Amend page 21, section 28, line 7, before" as", insert" directly or indirectly 

as provided by contract with a child-caring society, or". 

Amend page 22, section 29, line 6, after "thereby. ", insert "If any such 

child is in the care of a child-caring society under contract, the bureau shall give 

such society due notice of any such intended action.' '. 



[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 493 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MARCH 19, 1962 

By Assemblywoman HUGHES and Assemblyman WERNER 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Public Health and 'Welfare 

AN ACT to reorganize the administration of public welfare functions within the 

Department of Institutions and Agencies; and for that purpose to amend 

sections 30 :1-7, 30 :4-1, 30 :4-26.2, and 30 :6-1 of the Revised Statutes, to 

amend" An act concerning the care, custody, guardianship, maintenance 

and supervision of dependent and neglected children, promoting home life 

therefor, providing for the financing thereof, and repealing certain statutes 

relating thereto," approved May 31, 1951 (P. L. 1951, c. 138), to amend 

"An act relating to the reorganization of the executive and administrative 

offices, departments, and instrumentalities of the State Government; con­

cerning the Division of Welfare in the State Department of Institutions and 

Agencies, and supplementing Title 30 of the Revised Statutes," approved 

June 1, 1950, (P. L. 1950, c. 166), to repeal sections 30:6-3, 30:6-4, 30:6-5, 

30 :6-8, 30 :6-9, 30 :6-10 and 30 :6-14 of the Revised Statutes, to repeal" An 

act relating to assistance to needy blind persons in New Jersey, supplement­

ing chapter 6 of Title 30, and amending sections 30 :6-3, 30 :6-5 and 30 :6-14 

of the Revised Statutes," approved April 25, 1946 (P. L. 1946, c. 168), and 

. to supplement chapter 7 of Title 44 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey: 

1 1. Section 30 :1-7 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 30 :1-7. Within the limitations imposed by general legislation applicable 

3 to all agencies of the State, the State board is hereby granted complete and 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold.faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted 
and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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4 exclusive jurisdiction, supreme and final authority, and the requisite power to 

accomplish its aims and purposes in and upon the institutions, boards, com­

6 missions and other agencies, hereinafter in this section named, and designated 

7 as charitable, hospital, relief, training institutions and correctional institti.~ 

8 tions of this State, to the end that they shall be humanely, scientifically, effi· 

9 ciently and economically operated. Any particular grant of power hereinafter 

in this Title contained shall be in specification but not in limitation of the 

11 general grant of power. 

12 The charitable, hospital, relief and training institutions and noninstitu­

13 tional agencies of this State, within the meaning of this Title, shall include the 

14 following, and, as well, any institution established hereafter for any similar 

purpose, as now established and as the same are to be hereafter maintained 

16 and operated pursuant to law: 

17 New Jersey State Hospital at Trenton, 

18 New Jersey State Hospital at Greystone Park, 

19 New Jersey State Hospital at Marlboro, 

New Jersey State Hospital at Ancora, 

21 New Jersey [State Village for Epileptics at Skillman] Ne~tropsychiatric 

22 Institute) 

23 New Jersey Sanatorium for Chest Diseases at Glen Gardner, 

24 New Jersey Training School at Totowa,. 

State Colony at New Lisbon, 

26 State Colony at Woodbine, 

27 Vineland State School at Vineland, 

28 Woodbridge State School) 

29 New Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers at Menlo Park, 

New Jersey Memorial Home for Disabled Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and 

31 Their Wives and Widows at Vineland, 

32 Diagnostic Center at Menlo Park, 

33 Arthur Brisbane Child Center at Allaire, 
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34 [State Board of Child Welfare at Trenton,] 

35 Board of Public Welfare, 

36 Commission for the [Amelioration of the Condition of the] Blind [at
 

37 Newark].
 

38 The correctional institutions of this State, within the meaning of this
 

39 Title, shall include the following, and as well, any institution established
 

40 hereafter for any similar purpose, as now established and as the same are to
 

41 be hereafter maintained and operated pursuant to law:
 

42 New Jersey State Prison at Trenton,
 

43 New Jersey State Prison Farm at Rahway,
 

44 New Jersey State Prison Farm at Leesburg,
 

45 New Jersey Reformatory at Bordentown,
 

46 New Jersey Reformatory for Women at Clinton,
 

47 New Jersey Reformatory at Annandale,
 

48 State Home for Boys at Jamesburg,
 

49 State Home for Girls at Trenton.
 

1 2. Section 30 :4-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2 30 :4-1. The State board shall appoint a board of managers for each 

3 institution or agency within the department or for each group or class thereof 

4 as it may determine. Whenever the establishment or assumption of juris­

5 diction over an additional institution, or the acquisition of a site therefor, is 

6 authorized by the Legislature the State board may appoint a board of man­

7 agel'S therefor or in its discretion may authorize or designate any existing 

8 board of managers to assume jurisdiction thereof. Each board of managers 

9 in charge of an institution shall be known as "the board of managers" nam­

10 ing the institution or group or class for which the board is appointed. The
 

11 State board shall determine the names of the boards in charge of [noncon­


12 stitutional] noninstitutional agencies.
 

13 Except in the case of the Board of Public Welfare as otherwise spe­


14 cifically provided by statute, the [The] boards of managers shall consist of
 

15 not less than 5 nor more than 7 members appointed with the approval of the
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32 drens Services [and the child shall thereupon become the legal ward of 

33 such board. The court shall also direct the county to pay expenses for the 

34 care of such child, including the board, clothing, medical and surgical treat­

35 ment while the child is under the guardianship of the State Board of Child 

36 'Welfare. Upon the making of such commitment, as aforesaid, the State Board 

37 of Child Welfare shall thereupon become and be constituted the guardian of 

38 such juvenile dependent and shall be invested with all the powers and duties 

39 now exercised by them in the same manner and to the same effect as if such 

40 child had been committed to such board as a public charge] .. 

41 [If, however, at any time the chief executive officer of the institution shall 

42 certify to the commissioner that the condition of the mother or the prevail­

43 i.ng conditions of the institution are inimical to the best interest of such 

44 child, and if after investigation the commissioner finds that such child would 

45 be benefited by removal from the institution and if it is without family or 

46 relatives able and willing to assume its support, the chief executive officer of 

47 such institution may thereupon institute a proceeding, or he may designate 

48 an agent to do so for hi.m, and secure an order committing the child to the 

49 State Board of Child Welfare, as provided above.] 

1 4. Section 1 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 1. The Division of vVelfare established in the State Department of In­

4 stitutions and Agencies by the State Board of Control [of Institutions and 

5 Agencies] is continued, but shall hereafter be known as the Division of 

6 Public lVelfare and shall be governed by the provisions of this act. Said divi­

7 sian shall consist of the Director of Public Welfare, the Bureau of Assistance 

8 (heretofore known variously as the Division of Old Age Assistance and 

9 the Bureau of Assistance), the Bureau of Childrens Services (heretofore 

10 known variously as the State Board of Children's Guardians and the State 

11 Board of Child Welfare), the Commission for the Blind (including the ex­

12 ecutive and staff of such commission), and of such reconstituted, reorgan­
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13 ized Or additional bureaus and other administrative units as such State 

14 Board of Control may, from time to time, establish therein. 

1 5. Section 2 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 2. All functions, powers and duties relating to [categorical] public as­

4 sistance and welfare services [incident thereto], which are exercised by or 

5 within the State Department of Institutions and Agencies by any officer or 

6 agency thereof, [including the State Board of Child Welfare, the Commis­

7 sion for the Blind, and the Division of Old Age Assistance, and all functions, 

8 powers, and duties which are by this act transferred to the said depart­

9 ment,] shall be administered through the said Division of Public Welfare, 

10 together with such other related functions and duties as the State Board of 

11 Control [of Institutions and Agencies] may, from time to time, find appro­

12 priate to be administered through the said division. 

1 6. Section 3 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 IS amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 3. There ~s hereby created and established within the Department of 

4 Institutions and Agencies a board to be known as the Board of Public Wel­

5 fare. Said board shall consist of 12 members, at least 3 of whom shall be 

6 women. Nine of such members shall be appointed by the State Board of 

7 Control with the approval of the Governor, from among citizens of the State 

8 with demonstrated interest in community service programs. They shall be 

9 appointed without regard to political belief or affiliation. They shall receive 

10 no compensation for services, but shall be reimbursed for actual expenditures 

11 incurred in the performance of their duties. All such 9 members shall hold 

12 office for a term of 3 years commencing on July 1 and ending on June 30 of 

13 the third year thereafter; except that of the members first to be appointed 

14 hereunder, 3 shall be assigned to terms expiring on June 30 of the year next 

15 succeeding appointment, and 3 to terms expiring on June 30 of the second 

16 year succeeding appointment, but their successors shall be appointed for 3-year 

17 terms, and any vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall 



8
 

18 uc filled for the unexpired term only. In G(ldition to such 9 members, 3 addi­

19 tional members shall be persons annually designated for such purpose by 

20 the State Board of Control from aJnon!J persons concurrently serving as mem­

21 bel'S of the Commission for the Blind. The Comnz,issioner of Institutions and 

22 Agencies shall, with the advice and consent of the Board of Public Welfare, 

23 appoint the [The head] chief executive officer of the Division of Public Wel­

24 fare who shall be known as the director of such division [Deputy Commis­

25 sioner for Welfarc of thc Dcpartment of Institutions and Agencies,] and who 

26 shall be in chargc of thc work of the division uudcr the inumediate direction and 

27 supervision of the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies. In the event 

28 of disagreement with respect to such appointment between the Commis­

29 sionet· and the Board of Public Welfare, the State Board of Control shall 

30 make the appointment. The Board of Public Welfare, acting on behalf of the 

31 State Board of Control and subject to the authority and direction thereof, 

32 shall organize to meet at such times as it may determine or as may be pre­

33 sct'ibed by the State Board of Control. It shall establish within itself com­

34 mittees directly concerned with the Bureau, of Ass'istance and the Bureau of 

35 Childrens Services respectively, and may establish such other committees as 

36 it may determine. It shall become and continue to be thoroughly acquainted 

37 with the operations of the Division of Public Welfare and regularly review all 

38 programs and practices within the division and within the respective bureaus 

39 and other units thereof. It shall establish policies and procedures within 

40 general directives of the State Board of Control. It shall assist the director 

41 of the division and the bureau chiefs in formulating the annual budget re­

42 quests. It shall promote and maintain constructive relationships with the 

43 county welfare boards, local assistance boards, and other official bodies and 

44 organized agencies concerned with public welfare. It may, subject to the 

45 alJproval of the State Board of Control, establish any subsidiary unsalaried 

46 ad'uisory or consultant committees or sfttdy groups as itrnay deem necessary 

47 and proper and appoint the members thereof. 
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1 i. 7. Section 4 of chapter 166 of the laws of 1950 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

'3 "'4. The' Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies shall, with the advice 

4 and consent of the Board of Public Welfare and of the director of the divis'ion, 

5 appoint the chief executive officers of the Bureau of Assistance and the Bureau 

6 of Childrens Services, which positions shalf, be in the competitive class of the 

7 classified civil service. The Commission for the Blind shall, from 

8 among persons nominated by the commissioner, and with the advice and 

9 consent of the Board of Public Welfare and of the director of the division, ap­

10' point the chief executive officer of thl! commission, which position shall be in 

11 the unclassified service. In the event of any disagreement with respect to any 

12 of such appointments as between 2 or mare of the parties whose partici­

13 patton in such appointment is so required, the State Board of Control shall 

14 make the appointment. [This act shall not affect the terms of office of the 

15! present members of the State Board of Child Welfare or of the New Jersey 

16 State Commission for the Blind. Such agencies shall each continue to be con­

17 stituted as provided by existing law.] This act shall not affect the terms of 

'18 office of members of the State Commission for the Blind, and such agency 

·19 shall contimw to be constituted and to exercise such functions as otherwise 

20 provided by law, operating as a constituent agency within the Division of 

21 Public Welfare pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

1· 8. Section 2 of chapter 138 of thfJ laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3' 2. For the purposes of this act the following words and terms shall, 

4 unless otherwise indicated, be deemed and, taken to have the meanings 

5 herein given to them. 

6 (a) The title ["State Board of Child Welfare"] "Bureau of Childrens 

7 Services" means the State agency for the care, custody, guardianship, main­

., 8::tenance and protection of children, as mom specifically described by the 

9 provisions of this act, and succeeding the agency heretofore [as otherwise] 

10 variously designated by the laws of this State as the State Board of Child 

11 Welfare or the State Board of Children's Guardians. 
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12 (b) The word "child" includes stepchild and illegitimate child, and 

13 further means any person under the age of 21 years. 

14 (c) The term "care" means cognizance of a child for the purpose of 

15 providing necessary welfare services, or maintenance, or both. 

16 (d) The term" custody" means continuing responsibility for the person 

17 of a child, as established by a surrender and release of custody or consent 

18 to adoption, for the purpose of providing necessary welfare services, or 

19 maintenance, or both. 

20 (e) The term "guardianship" means control over the person and 

21 property of a child as established by the order of a court of competent 

22 jurisdiction, and as more specifically defined by the provisions of this act. 

23 GLwTdianship by the Bureau of Childrcns Services shall be treated as guard­

24 ianship by the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies, exercised on his 

25 behalf wholly by and in the name of the Bureau of Childrens Services, act­

26 ing through the chief executive officer of the bureau or his authorized repre­

27 sentative. Such exercise of guardianship by the bureau shall be at all times 

28-30 and in all respects subject to the s'upeyvision of the commissioner. 

30A (f) The term "maintenance" means board, clothing and medical, dental 

30B and hospital care, or any of them, as furnished to or for a child pursuant 

300 to the provisions of this act. 

31 (g) The term "welfare services" means consultation, counselling, and 

32 referral to or utilization of available resources, for the purpose of determin­

33 ing and correcting or adjusting matters and circumstances which are en­

34 dangering the welfare of a child, and for the purpose of promoting his proper 

35 development and adjustment in the faJllily and the community. 

36 (h) The singular includes the plural form. 

37 (i) The masculine noun' and pronoun i;ncludethe feminine. 

38 (j) The word "may" shall be construed to be permissive. 

39 [ (k) The term "assistance" means money payments made to, or in be­

40 half of, persons determined to be eligible therefor in accordance with the 

41 provisions of article IV, chapter 5, fJ.'itle 30" of the Revised Statutes.] 
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1 9. Section 3 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as
 

2 follows:
 

3 3. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, in
 

4 administering the provisions of this act, shall:
 

5 (a) provide care and custody for children eligible therefor in such man­


6 ner that the children may, so far as practicable, continue to live in their
 

7 own homes and family life be thereby preserved and strengthened;
 

8 (b) provide necessary welfare services as may be required by such
 

9 children, so far as practicable, without assumption of custody;
 

10 (c) encourage the development of private and voluntary agencies quali­

11 fred to provide welfare services for children to the end that through co­

12 operative effort the need for such services may be limited or reduced. 

1 10. Section 4 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 4. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 shall have the requisite powers to: 

5 (a) exercise general supervision over children for whom care, custody or 

6 guardianship is provided in accordance with article 2 of this act; 

7 (b) administer for the Department of Institutions and Agencies the 

8 powers and duties provided in chapter 3 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes 

9 (Adoption), as amended and supplemented, as the same may be delegated 

10 and assigned by the said department; 

11 (c) administer for the Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies the 

12 powers and duties as provided in chapter 7 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes 

13 (dependent children; bringing into State), as amended and supplemented, as 

14 the same may be delegated and assigned by the said commissioner; 

15 (d) administer for the State Board of Control [of Institutions and 

16 Agencies] the powers and duties provided in sections 30 :1-14 through 

17 30 :1-17 of chapter 1 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes (visitation and in­

18 spection), as amended and supplemented, so far as the same may be dele­

19 gated and assigned by the said State Board of Control with respect to 
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20 institutions, organizations and noninstitutional agencies for the care, cus­

21 tody and welfare of children j 

22 (e) provide care and exercise supervision over children paroled or re­

23 leased from State correctional institutions for juveniles in accordance with 

24 rules and regulations established by the State Board of Control [of Institu­

25 tions and Agencies] j 

26 (f) make investigations or provide supervision of any child' in, this 

27 State at the request and on behalf of a public or private agency or insti­

28 tution of any other State j 

29 (g) to meet and confer, at least annually, with representatives of the 

30 public welfare boards and the private agencies and institutions for the care 

31 of children in this State in order that the programs of such boards, agel?-cies 

32 and institutions may be developed and fully utilized and that there may be 

33 a co-ordination of all public and private facilities for the protect~on and 

34 care of children j 

35 (h) issue such reasonable rules and regulations as maybe necessary 

36 for the purpose of carrying into effect the meaning of this act, which rules 

37 and regulations shall be bindillg so far as they are consistent with such 

38 purpose. 

1 11. Section 5 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 5. Except as provided in sections 15 through 22 of this act, noth~ 

4 ing [Nothing] in this act shall authorize the [State Boar¢!. of Child 

5 Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services to accept the care or custody o.Lany 

6 child, nor to provide welfare services for any child, except with the voluntar;y 

7 approval and consent of the parent, parents, legal custodian, guardian. or 

8 other person with whom the child may be living. 

1 12. Section 6 of chapter. 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 6. No person to whom or for whom payments for maintenance are made 

4 under this act shall be deemed to be or classified as a pauper by reason 

5 thereof. 
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6
 The provisions of this act shall not be construed to deny treatment by 

7 spiritual means or prayer, of any child, in accordance with the religious 

8 .faith of the parent or parents of such child. The provisions of this act shall 

9 not be construed to authorize or empower the [State Board of Child Wel­

10 fare] Bureau of Childrens Services to compel a child to undergo medical 

11 or surgical treatment, if the child, or parent or guardian of said child, 

12 objects thereto in a signed !::ltatement upon the ground that the proposed 

13 action interferes with the free exercise of his religious principles. 

1 13. Section 7 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 7. All birth, death and marriage certificates which may be required 

4 under the provisions of this act, or under any rule or regulation issued by 

5 the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, shall be 

6 issued free of charge upon the order of [the State Board of Child Welfare] 

7 such bureau. 

1 14. Section 11 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 11. Whenever it shall appear that any child within this State is of such 

·4 circumstances that his welfare will be endangered unless proper care or 

5 custody is provided, an application setting forth the facts in the case may 

6 be filed with the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens 

7 Services by a parent or other relative of such child, by a person standing 

8 in loco parentis to such child, or by a person or association or agency or 

9 public official having a special interest in such child, seeking that the [State 

10 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services accept and provide 

11 such care or custody of such child as the circumstances may require. Such 

12 application shall be in writing, and shall contain a statement of the rela­

13 tionship to or special interest in such child which justifies the filing of such 

14 application. The provisions of this section shall be deemed to include an 

15 application for welfare services on behalf of an unborn child when the pro­

16 spective mother is within this State at the time of application for such 

17 services. 
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1 15. Section 12 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 12. Upon receipt of an application as provided in section 11 hereof, the 

4 [State Board of Child ·Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall verify 

5 the statements set forth in such application and shall investigate all the 

6 matters pertaining to the circumstanc8s of the child. If upon such verification 

7 and investigation it shall appear (a) that the welfare of such child will be 

8 endangered unless proper care or custody is provided; :[ (b) that there is no 

9 welfare or child-caring society or institution duly organized under the laws 

10 of this State which can and will provide the welfare services required by such 

11 child; (c)] (b) that the needs of such child cannot properly be provided for 

12 by financial assistance as made available by the laws of this State; ,[ (d) ] (c) 

13 that there is no person legally responsible for the support of such child whose 

14 identity and wllercabouts are known and who is willing and able to provide 

15 for tlle care and support required by such child; and [ (e)] (d) that such child 

16 doef:i not require immediate illf:ititutional care because of physical or mental 

17 disability; then the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens 

18 Services may accept and provide sucb care or custody as the circumstances 

19 of sucll cllild may require or avail itself of the facilities and services of any 

20 child-caring society by employing its facilities and services under a contract 

21 for the purchase of care from such society. In providing care under contract 

22 with a child-caring society the bureau shall make every reasonable elfort 

23 to select a society with due regard to the religious background of the child. 

1 16. Section 13 of cllapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 13. If in the course of verifying and investigating any applications, as pro­

4 vided for ill sections 11 and 12 hereof, it sllall appear that there is a [welfare 

5 or] cllild-caring society [or institution duly organized under the laws of this 

6 State whicll can and will provide the welfare services required by the child;] 

6A with whollu a contract for the p~trchase of care has not been negotiated; 

7 or it sllall appear tllat tllere is a person legally responsible for the support of 
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8 the child who is willing and able to provide the care and support required by 

9 such child; or it shall appear that the needs of the child can properly be pro­

10 vided for by financial assistance as made available by the laws of this State; 

11 then, the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, be­

12 fore accepting and providing care or custody, shall first make proper referral 

13 of the matter to such [society, institution, or] child-caring society ttpon the 

14 basis of the agreed upon contract for the purchase of care, or to such person, 

15 or to the agency charged with the administration of such financial assist­

16 ance. 

1 17. Section 14 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 14. The [State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 shall give due notice in writing to thE' applicant of the action taken on any 

5 application as provided in sections 12 and 13 hereof. 

1 18. Section 15 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 15. Whenever (a) it appears that a court wherein a complaint has been 

4 proffered as provided in chapter 6 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes, has 

5 entered a conviction against the parent or parents, guardian, or person hav­

6 ing custody and control of any child because of abuse, abandonment, neglect 

7 of or cruelty to such child; or (b) it appears that any child has been adjudged 

8 delniquent by a court of proper jurisdiction in this State; or (c) it appears 

9 that the best interests of any child under the care or custody of the [State 

10 Board of Child Welfare] Bttreau of Childrens Services require that he be 

11 placed under guardianship; or (d) it appears that the parent or parents, 

12 guardian, or person having custody and control of any child IS grossly im­

13 moral or unfit to be intrusted with the care and education of such child, or 

14 shall fail to provide such child with proper protection, maintenance and edu­

15 cation, or is of such vicious, careless or dissolute habits as to endanger the 

16 welfare of such child; a petition, setting forth the facts in the case, may be 

17 filed with the juvenile and domestic relations court of the county where such 

18 child may be at the time of the filing of such petition. A petition as pro­
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19 vided in this section may be filed by any person or any association or 

20 agency, interested in such child, or by the [State Board of Child Welfare] 

21 Bureau of Childrens Services in the circumstances set forth in item (c) 

22 hereof. No petition shall be filed in the circumstances set forth in item 

23 (d) hereof unless and until action has been taken with respect to the child 

24 pursuant to sections 11 and 12 of this act. 

1 19. Section 17 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 17. When a petition if filed under ser,tion 15 hereof by a person, associa­

4 tion or agency other than the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of 

5 Childrens Services, the court, in addition to causing service to be made upon 

6 the parent, parents, guardian or person having custody and control of such 

7 child in accordance with rules of court, shall also cause a copy of the petition 

8 and notice of the time and place of hearing to be served on or mailed to the 

9 [State Board of Child ,\1elfare] Bureau of Childrens Services at least 20 

10 days before the time of such hearing. 

11 Whenever a petition is filed under scr,tion 15 hereof, and there shall be 

12 filed with such petition a statement or F.tatements made under oath and 

13 attesting that the best interests of the child require that he be placed under 

14 the guardianship of the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil­

15 drens Services immediately and pending final hearing, the court, at a special 

16 summary hearing held upon notice to the '[State Board of Child Welfare] 

17 Bureau of Childrens Services, may make an interlocutory order committing 

18 such child to the [State Board of Child Wolfare] Bureau of Childrens Serv­

19 ices until a final hearing on the petition. Such interlocutory order shall have 

.20 the same force and effect as an order of commitment provided for in section 

21 20 hereof. 

1 20. Section 18 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 18. Immediately upon receipt of the copy of a petition served on or 

4 mailed to the [State Board of Child Welfare] B~treau of Childrens Services 
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5'asprovided by section 17 hereof, such [State board] bureau shall verify 

6 such petition and investigate all the facts pertaining to the eligibility of the 

'J child for commitment, and prior to the day set for hearing shall file with the 

,8 court'll report of its findings. Such report shall show such facts as will assist 

9 the court in making a decision in the matter. 

121. Section 20 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2. follows: 

3. ., 20. If upon completion of such hearing the court is satisfied that the 

4 .best interests of such child require that he be placed under proper guardian­

5 ship, such court shall make an order committing such child to the guardian­

6 ship and control of the :[State Board of Child Welfare] B~treau of Childrens 

7 Services, and such child shall thereupon become the legal ward of such 

8 :[board] bureau, and such '[board] bureau shall be the legal guardian of 

9 such child for all purposes. 

10 If the court shall have made an interlocutory order as provided in sec­

. 11 tion 17 hereof, but at the final hearing a further order of commitment shall 

12 not be made as provided in this section, the [State Board of Child Welfare] 

J3 Bureau of Childrens Services shall return the child forthwith to the parent 

.14 orparents, guardian or person having had custody of the child immediately 

,15 prior to the filing of the petition; provided, however, that if such parent or 

16 parents, guardian or person having had custody cannot be found or, for 

17 other reason satisfactory to the court, is unable to accept the child, the [State 

18 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, upon order of the 

,19	 court, may place the child with such other person or persons who, at the time 

20 of final hearing, expressed willingness to accept the child, but such order 

21 shall in no wise be construed as a grant of custody or guardianship. In all 

22 such cases the interlocutory order shall continue in full force and effect until 

23 the I[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall have 

24 made disposition of the child as provided herein, but in no case for a period 

25. longer than 30 days after the final' hearing. 
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1 '22. Section 21 of chapter 138 of the'laws of 1951 is amended torread;-as 

2 follows:' i'" ',,' 

321. The order of the court committing' 11 <lhild to theguardianshipiOf the 

4 [State Board of Child Welfare] ,Bureau of Bhildrens 'Services, snallin'no 

5 wise be restrictive of the duties,' powers and authority of: such {board] ,bureau 

6 in the care, custody, ph:I.Cement, welfareandexchisive':gua'rdiahsmp of the 

7 child as provided in this act, and such [board] bureau shall be :removed as 

8 such guardian only by a court of 'competent: I jurisdiction, upoIi~: charges 

9 preferred and upon good causesh6wn ;after an oppo:rtunity tobidleard. ; 

1 23. Section' 22 of chapter 138 of the ,laws of 1951,is amended to'read:'as 

2 follows: ' L !':' :' i :,' ' . " , 

3 22. The guardianship of the: [State Bbard briChild Welfare l'Bureau:of 

4 Childrens Services shall be full and~ complete!£'or. all purposes \aud: shalt vest 

5 in such [board] b~lreau the custody and controhofilooth;,theJperSon ahd 

6 property oiits wards, whether committed,pl'ioIl Or subsequent toithe~ effective 

7 date of this aet,without the necessIty of giVing ;bond, 'and notwithstanding 

8 any previous appointment of a: guardian fOl-'such'wardsl! ';.; l " 

9 Such guardianship of the [State' 'Board 'of ',Child, 'Welfar'e] Bureau"of 

10 Childrens Services shall enable ,such. [board], bUifeau,' :acting.thro'/!tgh the 

11 chief executive officer of the:bureau or' his' iauthorized_l'epresentativei·~as ..in 

12 a corporate capacity], to prosecutIH;uits, claims: and any and all manner-of 

13 proceedings or actions in laW-lor ~quity for aild on-·beha:lf. of its wards ;'lto 

14 demand and receive from all per'sons, 'iriClu'dihgguardians: previously ap­

'15 pointed, any and all property of its ,wards:;: and:to hold arid ~dmiri.ister the 

'16 real and, personal property of its i wards,? or ,;any :interest .they. may! ,have 

17 therein; provided, however, that it shall be proper' ifor the' said i[boara] 

18 bureau,in its discretion, to hold funds of its w:ardson,d'eposit inone'or,more 

19 banks or trust companies in this- State, andth !apply funds;; other than iearn­

20 ings, of any ward against expehdltureslfbr themaintenance J6fsuch ward.' 

21 The County Court of the cotiilt'y: where' th'e"cotiJJnitmerit was rnadeshall 

22 have jurisdiction to hear and determine any and all proceedings affecting the 
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23}guardiariship, of thlH[StateBoard of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens 

24 Bervices~l, TheCbunty ,Court Of each county shall have jurisdiction to hear 

25 and determine'IlEJtitions by such :[board] bureau, on behalf of its wards, for 

26 the: transfer) of '·any .Or' iall; assets being held by guardians . previously' ap­

27 pointed.,,:The fCounty' C\)urt. shall' have;jurisdiction, in its discretion, to waive 

28 obsta iIi 'any proceedings by the', [State Board of Child. Welfare] Bureau of 

29iChildrens Services. on behalf of' its wards. 

I';:, 24. Section 23.0f-,chapter138 of 'the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 . ;,23; In' addition 10 the methods otherwise provided in this article for 

4 establishing guardianship by the [State Board of Child Welfare] .Bureau of 

,5 Ohildrens Services, 'and when'necessary to cary out the provisions of this 

6 act, the:[.StateBoardbf, Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, after 

1 due' investigation and consideration, inay; in cases where it would be to the 

8 permanent advantage of the child, take voluntary surrenders and releases of 

9 custody and consents to adoption from the parent, parents or other persons 

10 or agencies having the right or authority to give such surrenders, releases and 

11 'consents.' Such· surrenders,; releases, and· consents, when properly acknow­

12ledged in the [manner and forrrl'as .pro'vided by section 46 :14-6 of the Revised 

13 Statutes,. shall be valid and binding irrespective of the age of the person giv­

1:4 ing;:t4e same,and· shall'. be irre'v~cable except at the discretion of the [State 

15iiBoard ;of Child Welfare] Bureau ofChildrens Services or upon order of a 
, , , . 

16' court· of competent-jurisdictioIi. 

1;:1 1.25. Section 24 ofchapte!, 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

·2 follows:·' 

?:;.:,24;.Whenever'the director of.:welfare oiany county or municipality in this 

14 ,State shall be' called upon to pro,Vide for'any child whose needs cannot prop­

,5, erlybeprovided for by financial assistance as made available by the laws of 

6 I thi~ State,; suoh director shall, within 24 hours ·.thereafter, give written notice 

7· ,thereof to the' [State Board. of QhildWelfa.re1 Bureau of Childrens Services, 

,8·:andishall'file: an application for care: or 'custody, as provided in section 11 
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9 of this act, or shall file a petition as provided in section 15 of this act, as the 

10 case may be. Such notice shall contain all available information concerning 

11 such child and its circumstances as will enable such {State board] bureau 

12 to take proper action in the case. If the immediate needs of such child so 
I 

13 require, such director shall provide for the ca,reof such child in a suitable 

14 place approved for that purpose by the bureau, I[State Board of Child Wel­

15 fare,] paying therefor as a charge against county or municipal funds until 

16 such time as the child has been found eligible for care, custody or guardian­

17 ship in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

1 26. Section 25 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 25. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, 

4 by its agent or agents, shall regularly visit all children receiving care, cus­

5 tody or guardianship under the provisions of this act in order to assure the 

6 maximum benefit from such services. 

1 27. Section 26 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 26. Whenever the circumstances of a child are such that proper care, 

4 custody, and guardianship cannot be provided for such child in his own 

5 home, the I[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

6 may place such child in a suitable family home, with or without payment of 

7 board, as the needs of the child may require; provided, however, that while 

8 such [State board] bureau is seeking such family home, or if the special 

9 needs of any such child may so require, such '[State board] bureau may place 

10 such child in an institution in this State for the care of children or in any 

11 other suitable place which such IState board] bureau, in its disaretion, may 

12 find proper and necessary for the care of the child provided referraL to a 

13 child-caring society with whom a contract for the purchase of care lias been 

14 negotiated is not practicable. In the placement of any child the ,[State 

15 Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall make every 

15A reasonable effort to select a family homB or an institution of the same ra­

15B ligious faith as the parent or parents of such child. 



21
 

16 Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Ghildrens Serv­

17 ices shall place any child, as provided by this section, in any municipality and 

18 county of this State, such child shall be deemed a resident of such municipal­

19 ity and county for all purposes, and such child shall be entitled to the use 

20 and benefit of the health, educational, recreational, vocational and other facil­

21 ities of such municipality and county in the same manner and extent as any 

22 other child living in such municipality and county. 

1 28. Section 27 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 27. Pursuant to the providing of care, custody or guardianship for any 

4 child, in accordance with the provisions of this act, the [State Board of 

5 Child Welfare] B1~reau of Ghildrens Services may expend such sums as may 

6 be n~cessary for the reasonable and proper cost of maintenance, including 

,7 board, Clothing and medical, dental and hospital care, or any of them, directly 

8 or indirectly as provided by contract with a child-caring society, or as the 

8A needs of any such child may require. Such cost shall be chargeable 

9 against State and county funds as made available in accordance with article 

10 4 of this act; provided, however, that no such cost shall be so chargeable if 

11 incurred earlier than the date of acceptance of care or custody of a child, as 

12 provided in section 12 hereof, or earlier than the effective date of an order of 

13 commitment as provided in section 20 hereof. 

14 Whenever a medical examination shall be required of any child as a con­

15 dition to providing care or custody, the cost of such examination shall be a 

16 proper charge against State and county funds, within the limits of available 

17, appropriations, in the same manner and extent as expenditures for 

18 maintenance. 

19 Whenever a child receiving care is in need of operation, anaesthesia, 

20 diagnostic tests or treatment, and the [State Board of Child Welfare] 

21 Bureau of Ghildrens Services has determined by reasonable inquiry that the 

22 parent or other person having custody of such child is not available to give 

23 consent, the [State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bureau of Ghildrens Services 
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24 may give its consent thereto. A consent to operation, anae.sthesia,diagnostlc
 

25 tests or treatment when given by the [State Board of Child Welfa're]
 

26 Bureau of Childrens Services on behalf of any child receiving carer: icustody
 

27 or guardianship shall be deemed legal and valid for all purposes' wit4 :re-:
 

28 spect to any person or hospital affording service to such child pursuant to
 

29 and in reliance upon such consent.
 

30 Nothing contained herein shall modify the provisions of section 6 of the'
 

31 act of which this act is amendatory.
 

1 29. Section 28 of chapter 138 of the laws of, 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 28. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 may at any time discharge from its care, custody or guardianship any child, 

5 if in the opinion of such [board] bureau the best interests. of the child will 
6 be promoted thereby. If any such child is in the care of achila~caringsociety 

7 under contract, the bureau shall give such society due notice of, any such 

8 intended action. 

1 30. Section 29 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to ;read as 

2 follows: 

3 29. Subject to the provisions of section 30 hereof, payments' for main": 

4 tenance [or assistance] shall be made by the [State Board of Child Welfare] 

5 Bureau of Childrens Services. .., 

6 The [treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil~ 

7 drens Services is hereby empowered to receive from the State Treasurer 

8 and from the county treasurer of each county such sums as shall be appro­

9 priated for the purposes of this act, and shall cause such sums to be set 'uIi 

10 in a special account or accounts subject to disbursement by the [State! Board' 

11 of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services. 

1 31. Section 30 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended' to read as: 
2follows:'" ;". 

3 30. The cost of maintenance provided under this act for or on behalf of 
4 any child shall be shared equally by the State and by that county' where such: 
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r,5'ichild'maybeor may have been at the time of the filing of an application seek­

,,:6: ingcareor, custody or at the time of the filing of a petition seeking 

-f·7/guardianship. ' 

:: ·8: ';' ,rrh8 Governor shall fix and determine and state in his annual budget 

~,9,mess!\ge a sum sufficient to pay the estimated amount required to carry into 

10 effect the provisions of this aet, together with the deficiencies, if any, incurred 

)~ !in ,the :previous year. The Legislature shall include the amount so deter­

12 mined and stated in the annual appropriation bill. 

,13 'iil'Payments from State funds appropriated for the provision of mainte­

~14- nance as 'authorized by this act shall be made monthly in advance by the 

;15, Stat,e Treasurer, on the warrant of the [Commissioner of Taxation and Fi­

,16 nanc~] Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting to the [treasurer 

ilT,of:the_,State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services, upon 

;J8 i statements furnished by the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil­

fl9,dtens Services, approved by the Department of Institutions and Agencies. 

\20; '''!;: The :[State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services shall 

21 annually fix and determine and report to the board of chosen freeholders of 

-22 ,each county a sum sufficient to pay the estimated amount of the county's 

;23 'proportionate share of maintenance., Each board of chosen freeholders shall 

124 rappropriate and make available such amount to the order of the '[State 

-25:rBeard:of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services. Should the amount 

:26!so:appropriated, however, be expended or exhausted during the year and for 

-27 the purpose for which it was appropriated, additional sums shall be appro­

',28 'priatedby such board of chosen freeholders as occasion demands to carry 

,29i,out :the provisions of this act, from funds in the county treasury available 

_30:,therefor;. ,Where such county funds are not available or adequate, or should 

;31 there be no such county funds, such additional sums shall be raised by tem­

32 porary loans or notes, certificates of indebtedness or temporary loan bonds, 

(;3;3: to be :issued as otherwise provided and limited by law for counties of this 

34 State, and the amounts necessary to pay such obligations shall be placed in 

_35. the; budget for the next ensuing fiscal year. 

~ .. ." ,. 
; :; i i; , 

I
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5 Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services discloses that there are insufficient 

·6 funds from any other source to provide proper burial, such [State board] 

7 burea'u may authorize the expenditure of an amount reasonably necessary to 

8 provide proper burial for such child, and such amount shall be a proper charge 

9 against State and county funds, within the limits of available appropriations, 

10 in the same manner and extent as expenditures for maintenance. 

1 34. Section 33 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 33. The :[State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 may compromise and settle any claim due or which may become due such 

5 [board] bureau for reimbursement of moneys paid to any individual or 

6 organization for maintenance of a child. A memorandum of the compromise 

7 and settlement shall be entered in the official [minutes] records of the [pro­

8 ceedings of the board] bureau. 

1 35. Section 34 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 34. Whenever the [State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bttreau of Childrens 

4 Services shall recover or receive reimbursement of any moneys paid to any 

5 individual or organization for the maintenance of a child, the moneys so 

6 recovered or received shall be credited to the State treasury or to the Federal 

7 Government in the same proportion as they were charged in the original 

8 instance. The [State Board of Child 'Welfare] Bureatt of Children Services 

9 is hereby authorized to take all necessary and proper action under the laws 

10 of this State for the recovery of any such moneys wrongfully received or 

11 retained by any individual or organization, or for the recovery from the 

12 person or persons responsible under the laws of this State for the support of 

13 such child the value of maintenance furnished to such child. 

1 36. Section 35 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 35. The [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

4 is authorized to retain any voluntary contributions of money heretofore 



26
 

5 received by it, and to receive future contributions. All such contributions, 

6 whether already received or hereafter received, shall be kept in a separate 

7 fund, and shall be used only upon order of the [board] bureau for the pur­

8 poses for which the contributions were made, and such funds shall be in the 

9 custody and control of the [treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare 

10 and his official bond given as such treasurer shall be responsible for the 

11 faithful keeping and distribution of such fund] Bureau of Childrens Services. 

1 37. Section 36 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 36. On application in writing by the [State Board of Child Welfare] 

4 Bureau of Childrens Services the State Treasurer on warrant of the [Comp­

5 troller] Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting may pay to the 

6 [treasurer of the board] bureau from its annual appropriation such amount 

7 not exceeding $5,000.00 as may be necessary to establish a petty cash fund 

8 for the payment of traveling expenses and such other current expenses as 

9 require a prompt cash outlay. 

10 The [treasurer of the State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chil­

11 drens Services shall file an account with vouchers attached showing all ex­

12 penditures from [his] its petty cash fund and on receipt of the amount 

13 thereof from the State Treasurer shall reimburse the fund. Any questions 

14 with reference to the allowance, expenditure, accounting and reimbursement 

15 of petty cash moneys shall be finally determined by ruling of the ,[State 

16 Comptroller] Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting. 

1 38. Section 37 of chapter 138 of the laws of 1951 is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 37. Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Childrens 

4 Services shall have issued, or shall hereafter issue, any checks, drafts or 

5 warrants to be paid from moneys received from the Federal Government, the 

6 State, or any county of this State for the cost of maintenance, and such 

7 checks, drafts or warrants shall not be cashed for a period of one year from 

8 the date of issue, the following procedure shall be taken: 
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9 (a) The [State Board of Child ·Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Services 

10 shall give due notice to the bank on which such checks, drafts or warrants 

11 were issued that no payment shall be made thereon. 

12 (b) The [State Board of Child ·Welfare] Bureau of Childrens Serv­

13 ices shall then from time to time deposit in a special fund moneys in an 

14 amount equal to that represented by such checks, drafts or warrants, which 

15 moneys shall be held for the payments of such checks, drafts or warrants. 

16 Such special fund shall be in the custody and control of the [treasurer of 

17 the State Board of Child Welfare, and his official bond given as such treas­

18 urer shall be responsible for the faithful keeping and distribution of such 

19 fund] Bureau of Childrens Services. 

20 (c) The moneys so deposited shall be maintained in such special fund for a 

21 period of 6 years from the date of deposit, and, if still unclaimed after that 

22 time by anyone having a legal right thereto, shall be credited to the Federal 

23 Government, the State, or any county of this State in the same proportion as 

24 such moneys were received by the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bnreatt 

25 of Childrens Services in the original instance. 

26 Whenever the [State Board of Child Welfare] Bureau of Chilclrens 

27 Services shall have credited any moneys to the Federal Government, the 

28 State or any county of this State pursuant to the provisions of this section, 

29 it shall thereupon be free of all obligations as to those checks, drafts or 

30 warrants for which such moneys have been held for payment. 

1 39. Except as otherwise provided by this act, the Bureau of Childrens 

2 Services shall in all respects and for all purposes be deemed a continuation 

3 of the agency heretofore known as the State Board of Children's Guardians 

4 or the State Board of Child Welfare. 

1 40. Section 30 :6-1 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows; 

2 30 :6-1. The commission for the amelioration of the condition of the blind, 

3 hereinafter in this article [designated] referred to as the "commission," 

4 shall hereafter be known as the Commission for the Blind. It shall provide all 

5 means which it deems feasible for ameliorating the condition of the blind and 
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6 shall prepare and maintain a register of all the blind within the State. Every 

7 physician shall report to the commission every case of defective VISIOn 

8 which in his judgment may result in permanent blindness. Every municipal 

9 and county health and welfare agency, and every institution and noninstitu­

10 tional agency within the State Department of Institutions and Agencies shall 

11 promptly report to the commission every individual coming to its attention 

12 who is known to be or is believed likely to become permanently blind. 

1 41. Subject to the provisions of this act and the provisions of chapter 

2 7 of Title 44 of the Revised Statutes as hereinafter specified, any needy 

3 person residing in New Jersey who has attained the age of 18 years and who is 

4 blind, shall be entitled to receive assistance from the county welfare board 

5 of the county in which he resides. 

1 42. The assistance to be extended under this act shall be known as "as­

2 sistance for the blind," but shall in all other respects be governed by the con­

3 ditions of eligibility and all other requirements, conditions, limitations and 

4 procedures established by and pursuant to chapter 7 of Title 44 of the Re­

5 vised Statutes, excepting section 44:7-3, subsection a. of section 44:7-5, sec­

6 tions 44:7-14 to 44:7-16 inclusive, and section 44:7-25 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 43. Under general policies established by the State Board of Control, the 

2 Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies is authorized, directed and em­

3 powered to issue, or to cause to be issued by the appropriate departmental 

4 officers or agencies, all necessary rules and regulations and administrative 

5 orders, and to do or cause to be done all other acts and things necessary to 

6 secure for the State of New Jersey the maximum Federal financial partici ­

7 pation that is available with respect to a program of assistance for the blind 

8 and otherwise to accomplish the purposes of this act, including specifically 

9 the following: 

10 (a) To assure that the program shall be in effect in all counties of the
 

11 State and be mandatory upon them;
 

12 (b) To assure that all individuals wishing to make application for as­


13 sistance for the blind shall have opportunity to do so, and that assistance shall
 

14 be furnished with reasonable promptness to or for all eligible individuals;
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15 (c) To provide that, in determining need for financial asisstance and 

i6 the amount of assistance to be granted, there shall be taken into considera­

17 tion all other income and resources of the person seeking or receiving as­

18 sistance, except that, in making such determination, the first $85.00 per month 

19 of earned income plus 1;2 of earned income in excess of $85.00 per month, of 

20 such person, shall be disregarded; 

21 (d) To provide safeguards which restrict the use or disclosure of info1'­

22 mation concerning applicants and recipients to purposes directly connected 

23 with the administration of tho program; 

24 (e) To assure that all persons to or for whom assistance is being paid 

25 under the provisions of this act shall not receive, during the same period, 

26 any other financial assistance from this State or any political subdivision 

27 thereof, with respect to any maintenance requirements or other items for 

28 which allowance is made in the assistance grant paid pursuant to this act; 

29 (f) To prescribe appropriate services which shall be made available by 

30 or utilized by the county welfare boards for the purpose of helping noedy 

31 blind individuals to attain self-support or self-care, including particularly 

32 the services of the Commission for the Blind, and requiring every county 

33 welfare board to promptly report to such commission every individual com­

34 ing to its attention who is known to be or is believed likely to become perma­

35 nently blind, and to prescribe administrative and procedural methods assur­

36 mg opportunity for the commISSIon to review all such cases to make 

37 appropriate recommendations, and otherwise to participate in the planning 

38 and providing of special services for such cases; 

39 (g) To assure that payments of assistance will be denied or promptly 

40 terminated with respect to any person who publicy solicits alms by wearing, 

41 carrying or exhibiting signs denoting blindness, or carrying receptacles for 

42 the reception of alms, or doing sarno by proxy or by begging from house to 

43 house. 

1 44. The State shall pay to each county welfare board the full amount 

2 of any funds received by the State from the Federal Government as Federal 
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3 participation with respect to expenditures made by such county welfare 

4 board for assistance for the blind, plus an additional amount equal to 50% 

5 of the balance of such expenditures after deducting the amount of such 

6 Federal participation. 

7 The State shall also pay to each county welfare board the full amount of 

8 any funds received by the State from the Federal Government as Federal 

9 participation with respect to the costs of administration of the program of 

10 assistance for	 the blind by such county welfare board. 

1 45. All of the functions, powers and duties of, and records and property 

2 maintained by, and unexpended appropriation balances available to the Com­

3 mission for the Blind, under and with respect to statutes repealed by sections 

4 47 and 48 of this act, are hereby transferred to and vested in the Bureau of 

5 Assistance and shall be exercised, performed and used by the bureau in ac­

6 cordance with the provisions of sections 41 through 44 of this act and as 

7 otherwise provided by law. 

1 46. Sections 41 through 45 of this act shall supplement chapter 7 of 

2 Title 44 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 47. Sections 30:6-3, 30:6-4, 30:6-5, 30:6-8, 30:6-9, 30:6-10 and 30:6-14 

2 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

1 48. The act entitled" An act relating to assistance to needy blind per­

2 sons in New Jersey, supplementing chapter 6 of Title 30, and amending 
" 

"	 3 sections 30 :6-3, 30 :6-5 and 30 :6-14 of the Revised Statutes," approved 

4 April 25, 1946 (P. L. 1946, c. 168) is repealed. 

1 49. This act shall become effective July 1, 1962, but all arrangements 

2 necessary or appropriate to enable the act to become fully effective on said 

3 date shall be made as promptly as possible as though the act were effective 
J 

4 immediately. 
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