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IZ-Note 
• 

P.L.1989. CHAPTER 305. approued JGftUIIrY J2. J99IJ 

1989 Senate No. 3188 

to 
J AN ACT conceming out of home placements for juveniles and 

2 amending P.Le 1982, c~·80. 

3 

4 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate Gnd General Assembly 01 'he 

5 State 0/ New Jersey: 

6 1. Section 12 of p~ L.1982, c.80(C.2A:4A-87) is amttnded to 

1 read as follows: 

8 12. Juvenile-family crisis referral' to courts; out of home 

9 placement. When, despite provision of crisis intervention 
10 services and the ex1'iaustion of [appropriate community services) 

11 all altemative services. there is a refusal on the part of the 

12 juvenile to stay in or retum to the home or a refusal on the part 
13 of the parents to allow the juvenile to stay in or retum home. or 

14 the physical safety of the juvenile is threatened. or the juvenile is 

15 in need of immediate· care such that it is Decessary to make an 

16 out of home placement of the juvenile, court intake services shall: 

11 •. Arranl8" when a,reed to by the parent or auardian and 
18 juvenile. all~mate 'livma arrqement for the juvenile with a 

19 relative, neishbor, or other suitable family setting. It shall not 
20 be"neCessary for a" court· hearinl .to appmve the livinl 

21 arrlftlement and the alftDlementm~y c.on~inue ,88 Ions 88 there 
22 is qnement; or 
23 b. Arnn18, when 110 alt.mate livip, &rr8lll8IRent can be 

24 qreed toancl when all ..-ble remun::esfor altemate livinl 

25 arrgements as set forth. in. IUbSect~ion a. of -this section have 

26 been exhausted. temporary out. of home placement prior to the 
27 piacem..t ·hearins. CoUrt intake services IbaIl immediately file 

28 a Petition' for out of home placem~t which sbaIl include 

29 documentation of the attempts made. to provide all.mate livinl 
30 8",-ements includinl. but not limited to. the names of persons 

31 coatacted. their respoMeS and the lack. of .....ent !w the 

32 juveaile or the .juvenile ·s parents it .. the penaas contacted are 

33 wiWDlto 'take the' "juvenile with the .court. the crisis 

DPINIATIOti-Matter enclosed in bol..f.ced brackets [thus) 1ft, t"­
above 1t;11 'is not enacted and is int_adeel to be .itt.... in the 1•• 

. ' 

Hatter underl'neel 1bIal is ft.., utter. 



1 iDt8I'¥eDtion .UDit shall infonnthe juvenile arid parent or gUardian 

2 tha~ -:' out of home placement ~ete~~~tion may be made by 

3 the court where· analtel'Pllte llviDi arr8naem~nt c8ID1Otbe agreed 

4 to. 
5 (ef: P.L.1982. c.80, 8.12.) 

6 2. This act shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment.
 

1
 

8 

9 STATEMENT 

10 

11 'Ibis bill ~uires that the C01D1ty court intake services which 

12 process and-' handle -juvenile matters prior to court intervention, 

13 must exhaust all' altemative .'resources before filing a petition 

14 with the court for out of home placement. To ensure that all 
15 altem8~e housinl is exhausted. this bill reqUires the court intake 

18 serviceS t~ doc~ent th~ir se~rch. S~ch .documentation -must be 

17 presented' as part of the petition for out of ,home placement to 

18 the' court before a detenninationis made.' This 'require~ent will 
19 lllist the' juclse orderinj 'the out of' home' ,placement by providing 

20 fuD iDfonnat ion. of other avenues explored. 

21 As nOted in .·tbe Juvenile Delinquency Cqmmission' s Annual 

22 Report, Juvenile JUltice- Toward Completinl 111e > Unfinished 

23 A8eDda,aDd specifically, in recommendation number five, a 

24 CODtinuinl problem to theunifonn application of appropriate 

25 ....... to the juvenile crisis situations is -the differences in 

28 quality .. :,..,n as ,quantity of the services provided by the 
, _,ii 

27 JuveailelCrisis Intervention Unit (elU). ,1bis bill attempts to 

28 nIDI.. the disparity of the _ by the different county 

29 court intake services by ~learly defining the responsiblities of the 

30 caml.ty -court intake services before they may seek court~rdered 

31 &Ucement. , 
3~ 

33 

34 CIVIL JUS'nCE 
3& Juvenile Justice 
36 

37 RequireS that all other possible remurces for aJtemate housq be 
,. , ' \ 

38 exhausted- before a-petition is filed with ,tt!ecou'rt for jUvenile out 

39 of hame platement~ 



SENATE, No. 3168 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 10,1989 

By Senators BROWN and McMANIMON 

1 AN ACT concerning out of home placements for juveniles and 

amending P. L.1982, c.80. 

3 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 

5 State of New Jersey: 

1. Section 12 of P.L.1982, c.80 (C.2A:4A-87) is amended to 

7 read as follows: 

12. Juvenile-family crisis referral to courts; out of home 

9 placement. When, despite provision of crisis intervention 

services and the exhaustion of [appropriate community services] 

11 all alternative services, there is a refusal on the part of the 

juvenile to stay in or return to the home or a refusal on the part 

13 of the parents to allow the juvenile to stay in or return home, or 

the physical safety of the juvenile is threatened, or the juvenile is 

15 in need of immediate care such that it is necessary to make an 

out of home placement of the juvenile, court intake services shall: 

17 a. Arrange, when agreed to by the parent or guardian and 

juvenile, alternate living arrangement for the juvenile with a 

19 relative, neighbor, or other suitable family setting. It shall not 

be necessary for a court hearing to approve the living 

21 arrangement and the arrangement may continue as long as there 

is agreement; or 

23 b. Arrange, when no alternate living arrangement can be 

agreed to and when all possible resources for alternate living 

25 arrangements as set forth in subsection a. of this section have 

been exhausted, temporary out of home placement prior to the 

27 placement hearing. Court intake services shall immediately file 

a petition for out of home placement which shall include 

29 documentation of the attempts made to provide alternate living 

arrangements including, but not limited to, the names of persons 

31 contacted, their responses and the lack of agreement by the 

juvenile or the juvenile's parents if the persons contacted are 

33 willing to take the juvenile with the court. The crisis 

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the 
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined ~ is new matter. 
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2 

1 intervention unit shall inform the juvenile and parent or guardian 

that an out of home placement determination may be made by 

3 the court where an alternate living arrangement cannot be agreed 

to. 

5 (cf: P.L.1982, c.80, s.12.) 

2. This act shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment. 

7 

9 STATEMENT 

11 This bill requires that the county court intake services which 

process and handle juvenile matters prior to court intervention, 

13 must exhaust all alternative resources before filing a petition 

with the court for out of home placement. To ensure that all 

15 alternate housing is exhausted, this bill requires the court intake 

services to document their search. Such documentation must be 

17 presented as part of the petition for out of home placement to 

the court before a detennination is made. This requirement will 

19 assist the judge ordering the out of home placement by providing 

full information of other avenues explored. 

21 As noted in the Juvenile Delinquency Commission I s Annual 

Report, Juvenile Justice - Toward Completing The Unfinished 

23 Agenda, and specifically in recommendation number five, a 

continuing problem to the uniform application of appropriate 

25 responses to the juvenile crisis situations is the differences in 

quality as well as quantity of the services provided by the 

27 Juvenile/Crisis Intervention Unit (CIU). This bill attempts to 

resolve the disparity of the responses by the different county 

29 court intake services by clearly defining the responsiblities of the 

county court intake services before they may seek court-ordered 

31 placement. 

33 

CIVIL JUSTICE 

35 Juvenile Justice 

37 Requires that all other possible resources for alternate housing be 

exhausted before a petition is filed wi th the court for juvenile out 

39 of home placement. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

8TATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3168 L' ,/1 L~: i '!:-~;'~:'~ ~ I 

MY, l..i :Jt:h:{ \. COpy 
DO Nor REMOYESTATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: DECEMBER 7,1989 

The Assembly Judciary Committee reports favorably Senate No. 

3168. 

Under the New Jersey Code of the Juvenile crisis, the term 

"juvenile-family crisis" refers to behavior or conduct which results 

in a serious threat to the physical well-being of a juvenile; serious 

conflicts between a juvenile and his parents regarding conduct; 

repeated truancy and unauthorized absences from the family home. 

By law, each county has created a juvenile-family crisis intervention 

unit to response to requests or referrals for assistance in dealing 

wi th juvenile-family crisis. 

If after trying to resolve a juvenile-family crisis, the j~venile 

continues to refuse to return or stay home or his parents refuses to 

allow a juvenile to stay or return home, the crisis intervention unit is 

authorized to request the court intake services to petition the family 

court for an out of home placement of the juvenile. This bill would 

require that before a petition for out of home placement be filed 

that the crisis intervention unit exhaust all possible sources for 

alternate living arrangements (i.e. relatives; friends, etc.). The bill 

would also require that any petition for out of home placement 

contain documentation of the attempts made to provide alternate 

living arrangements. 

The provisions of this bill are based on recommendations 

contained in the 1988 report of the Juvenile Delinquency Commission. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STA TEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 3168
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 22,1989 

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably Senate Bill 

No. 3168. 

Under the New Jersey Code of the Juvenile crisis, the term 

"juvenile-family crisis" refers to behavior or conduct which results 

in a serious threat to the physical well-being of a juvenile; serious 

conflicts between a juvenile and his parents regarding conduct; 

repeated truancy and unauthorized absences from the family home. 

By law, each county has created a juvenile-family crisis intervention 

unit to response to requests or referrals for assistance in dealing 

with juvenile-family crisis. 

If after trying to resolve a juvenile-family crisis, the juvenile 

cont~ues to refuse to return or stay home or his parents refuses to 

allow a juvenile to stay or return home, the crisis intervention unit is 

authorized to request the court intake services to peti tion the family 

court for an out of home placement of the juvenile. This bill would 

require that before a petition for out of home placement be filed 

that the crisis intervention unit exhaust all possible sources for 

alternate living arrangements (i.e. relatives; friends, etc.). The bill 

would also require that any petition for out o{ home placement 

contain documentation of the attempts made to provide alternate 

living arrangements. 

The provisions of this bill are based on recommendations 

contained in the 1988 report of the Juvenile Delinquency Commission. 
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