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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No.14 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1968 SESSION 

By Senators BATEMAN, TANZMAN, SEARS and WOODCOCK 

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION proposing to amend Article IV, Section I, paragraph 

3 and Article V, Section I, paragraph 14, of the Constitution of the State of 

New Jersey. 

1 BE IT RESOLV'.ED by the General .Assembly of the State of New Jersey (the 

2 Senate concitrring): ... , , 

1 1. The following proposed amendments to the Constitution of the Stat~ 

2 of New Jersey are hereby agreed to: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

3 Amend Article IV, Section I, paragraph 3, to read as follows: 

4 3. Each Legislature shall be constituted for a term of 2 years · begin-

5 ning at noon on the second Tuesday in January in each even n·umbered year, 

6 at which time the Senate and General Assembly shall meet and organize s·epa-

7 rately and the first annual session of the Legislature shall commence. Said 

8 first annual session shall terminate at noon on the second Tuesday in January 

9 next following, at which time the second annual session shall commen'Ce and 

10 it shall terminate at noon on the second Tuesday in January then next f dllow-

11 ing but either session may be sooner terminated by adjournment sine die. : AU 

12 business before either House or any of the committees thereof at the end 'Of 

13 the first annual session may be resumed in the second annual session. The leg~ 

14 islative year shall commence at noon on the second Tuesday in January of 

15 each year [, at which time the legislative year shall commence]. 

16 Amend Article V, Section I, paragraph 14, to rend as follows: 

17 14. (a) Every bill which shall have passed both houses shall be presented 

18 to the Governor. If he approves he shall sign it, but if not ·he shall return it, 

19 with his objections, to the house in which it shall have originated, whicb shall 

20 enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider it. If 

21 upon reconsidera.tion, on or after the third day following the return: of the 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is : not ~eted .· 

and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



22 bill,:._½ -61 all the members of the house of origin shall agree fo. p~ss the _bUI, it 

23 shall be sent, together with the obj~_c!~oE_s __ ~f the Governor, to the other house, 

24, by wJlicb it shall be reconsidered and if approved by ½ qf all the members of 
,; , . .. . 

• I 

25 :that houM, it shall b~come _a law; aJ1d in_all such cases the votes. pf ~acb h_ouse . 

26 shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for 

27 and against the bill shall be entered on the journ~l of each house respectively. 

28 If a bill shall not be returned by the Governor within 10 days, Sundays ex-

29 cepted, after it ·shall have been presented t9 him, the same shall become a law 

30 on the tenth day, unless the house of origin shall on that day be in adjourn-

31 ment. If on the tenth day the house of origin shall be in temporary adjourn-

Y~~ -~-:~~ /~ t_h~ lo.urse of a .. regula_r or_ s~ecia~ ~essioll, the bill shall pecome a law 

33 on the day on which the house of origin shall reconvene, unless the Governor 
. , \ , " : ~. t ~ . ·, .- •• • ~ 1:. .{ ,. -. . • . .. . _ · • 

34 shall on that day return the bill to that house. 

35 (b) If on the tenth day the Legislature is in adjournment sine die, the bill 

36 -shall:hecome· a']aw if the ·Governor ··shalI- s1gn it within 45 days, Sundays ex-

37 cepted, after such adjournment. On the said forty-fifth day· the- bill shall be-

38-~ come-:a law, ·notwithstanding· the failure -of ·the -Gover·nor to sign it within tlie 

39 period last stated, unless at or before noon [of that day]. he shall return :"it 

40 with his objections to the ho~_s~ of ori,gin: 

41 (1) on: said. f01;t_y-fifth day, if the If ouse sha~l have again 9onvened in reg-

i~· '!-'1-l[!:r. o,: -$pecial .session and _shall be meeting on said day, or 

43 _ · _ _{2) on the day.upqn_ 1!-J"/:l,ich the House shall recot?,vene, if it is in terwpor_ary 

14 q;dj(!urnm~_1~t ~ri t"f.i~ co'urse of a regular or · special session . on said forty-fifth 

1~ -~ay., _ or 5 _ _ 

f6, ., (3) ·on., said forty-fifth day, if the House is_ in adjournment sine die on 

~? . sa·id:- day, at a s_pecial session of the Legislature which shall convene on __ that 

4~ day,w_i~ho~t petition or c~l_l, for the sole purpose of acting pursuant .to this 

-~9 para-g1:aP.h~:R,PPU b.~lls ret_urne4 ~y the Gove~rnor. At, such special session _a bil_l 

50 ?;l~Y .~e reco_nsidered [beginning] o.n or after the fast day following return 

51 ,of, the bill,. i~ the manner provided in this paragraph for the reconsideration of 
• • J • " • . • • • • ' · 

52 .bills,, and if approved upon reconsideration by ¼ of all the members of each . .. ... ,,. .. . ·' 

53 house, it s4all become a law. The Governor, in returning with his objections a 
. . ' 

54 bill for reconsideration at .. any g.eneral or special session of the Legislature, 

_._55. 1~ay re~ommel\d th~t an ~mcndment or ame!ldments .specified by him be made 

56 . in the bill, .and in: suGh case the Legislature may amend and re-enact the . bill. 
,, . ,. .. . ·"'' ; . . . , . . ,, . 

. ~7,-)f a ~ill b~ -s.o, ~mende~ an~ re-enacted, it shall be presented again to the Gov­

·_q8 _ernor, ,b~t s_hall become a law only .if he shaJl sign it within 10 days after pres­

~59 e:g.tation; and ;110 bill shall b~ i:eturned by the Governor a second time. A 

60~ special session o.f. the Legislature _shall not be convened pursuant to tl::µs para-

61 graph whenever the forty-fifth day, Sundays excepted, after adjournment sine 
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62 die of a regular or special session shall fall on or after the last day of t1'e 

q3 legislative year in which the second annual session wq,s held [in which such ad-

64 journment shall have been taken]; in which e~ent any bill not signed by the 

65 Governor within such 45-day period shall not become a law. 

1 2_. This amendment shall become effective at noon upon the second Tues-

2 d_ay in J anu~ry of the first even ~umbered year follow1ng its adoption by the 

3 people. 

1 · 3. When this proposed amendment to the Constitution is finally agreed to, 

2 pursuant to A_rticle IX, paragraph 1 of the Constitution, it shall be submitted 

3 to th~ people at the next general election occ~rri~g more tpan 3 months after 
. , .; 

4 such final agreement and shall be published at least once in at least one news-

, ~ paper of _each county designated by the President of t~e Se.nate and the 

6 Speaker of the General Assembly and the Secretary of State, not less than 3 . , 

7 months prior to said general election. 

1 4. This proposed amendment _to the Cons~itutiqn shall be submitted to h11;;; 

2 people at said election in the _f ollowin~ ~anner and form: 
. . 

3 There shall be printed on each official ballot to be used at such general 

4 election, t,he following : 

5 1. In every municipality in which voting ~achines are ·not used, a legend 

6 which shall immediately precede the question, as ~o_llqws: 

7 If you favor the proposition printed below make a cross ( X ), plus ( +) 
8 or check ( v) in the square opposite the word "Yes." If you are opposed 

9 thereto make a cross ( X), plus ( +) or check ( v) in the square opposite the 

10 word ''No.'' 

11 2. In every municipality the following question: 

Yes. 

No. 

Shall the amendment of Article IV, 
Section I, paragraph 3 and Article V, 
Section I, paragraph 14 of the Constitu­
tion, agreed to by the Legislature and 
providing for the constitution of the 
Legislature for terms of 2 years, for the 
holding of 2 annual sessions thereof and 
for action, in the second annual session, 
upon legislative measures pending and 
undetermined, before the Legislature or 
any of its committees or before the 
Governor, in the first annual session, be 
adopted f 



4 

FISCAL DATA 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 14; if enacted into law, would have for its 

purpose a change in the New Jersey Constitution providing for 2-year legisla­

tive sessions, instead of a 1-year session. 

If the Legislature operates on a 2-year session basis, there would be no 

necessity of duplicating identical bills which represent more than 25% of the total 

number of bills introduced. It should also eliminate another approximately 25% 

,of the bills which are reintroduced every year with slight changes. It is practically 

impossible to assign a dollar value to the amount that might be saved in view 

of the significant increase in legislators next year and the expected increase in 

the number of bills to be introduced. 

The continuity of the procedural activities of the Legislature resulting from 

a 2-year session, rather than a 1-year session, would undoubtedly result in 

further savings, in that it would eliminate, as an example, public hearings being 

held annually on identical bills, eliminating the cost of printing of separate 

reports, in many instances, and the consumption of the time required for the 

reporting and transcribing of the same. 

The dollar value of the saving in time, numbers of public hearings and other 

savings that would accrue can not be assessed. It is evident, however, that there 

are real savings to be gained. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No.14 

ST A TE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 5, 1968 

Amend page 2, section 1, line 42, after ''session'', insert '' of the 

same 2-year Legislature". 

Amend page 2, section 1, line 44, after ''session'', insert '' of the 

same 2-year Legislature'' . 
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION .No.14 : 

STATE OF ·NEW JERSEY 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1968 SESSION 

By Senators BATEMAN, TANZMAN, SEARS and WOODCOCK 

A CoNcuRRENT REsoLuTioN proposing to amend Article IV, Section I, paragraph 

3 and Article V, Section I, paragraph 14, of the Constitution of the State of 

New Jersey. 

1 BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey ( the 

2 Senate conciwring): 

1 1. The following proposed amendments to the Constitution of the State 

2 of New Jersey are hereby agreed to: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

3 Amend Article IV, Section I; paragraph 3, to read as follows: 

4 3. Each Legislature shall be constituted for a term of 2 years begin- · 

5 ning at noon on the second ·Tuesday in January in· each ·even numb~red year, 

6 at which time the Senate and General Assembly shall meet and organize·. sepa..: 

7 rately and the first annual session · of the -Legislature shall commen·ce~ •Said 

8 first annual session shall terminate at noon on the .second .Tuesday i_n January 

. 9 next following, at which time the second :annual session shall commence and 

10 it shall terminate at noon on the second Tuesday in January then next follow-

11 ing but either session may be sooner terminated by adjournment sine die. All 

12 business before either House or any of the committees thereof at the end of 

13 the first annual session may be re$umed in the .second annual session. The leg-. 

14 islative year shall commence at noon on the second Tuesday in January of 

15 each year [, at which time the legislative year shall commence]. 

16 Amend Article V, Section I, paragraph 14, to read as follows: 

17 14. (a) Every bill which shall have passed both houses shall be presented 

18 to the Governor. If he -approves he shall sign it, . but if not he shall return it, 

19 with his objections, to the house in which it shall ·have ·originated, which shall 

20 enter the ohjectio:ris at larg-e on its. journal and proceed to reconsider it. If 

21 upon reconsideration, on or after the third day following the return of the 

. EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in .hold-faced h rackets , [thus] in the above· bill . is not :enacted · 
· and i~ intended to he omitted in. thf;' l~w. · · ·. · · · 

I • . ' • 
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22 bill, ¼ of all the members -of the house of origin shall .agree to pass the bill, it 

23 shall be sent, together with the objections of the Governor, to the other house, 

24 by which it shall be reconsidered and if approved by;½ of all the members of 

25 that house, it -shall 'becom~ law, :nd in 1all site c-a-s s the v-et~ -of each hous-e -

26 shall be determined by yeas and nnys, and. the names of the -pers-ons voting for 

27 and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. 

28 If a bill shall not be ret:tu:ned by the Governor within 10 d-ays, Sundays ex-

29 cepted, after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall become a law 

30 on the tenth day, unles,s the house of origin shall on that day be in adjourn-

31 ment. If on the tenth day the house of origin shall be in temporary adjourn-

32 ment in the course of a regular or special session, the bill shall become a law 

33 on the day on which the house of origin. ..shaU reconvene, unless the Governor 

34 shall on that ilay return the bill to that house. 

35 (b) If on the tenth day the Legislature is in adjournment sine die, the bill 

36 shall become a law if the Governor shall sign it within 45 days, Sundays ex-

37 cepted, after such adjournment. On the said forty-fifth day the bill shall be-

38 come a law, notwithstanding the failure of the Governor to sign it within the 

39 period last stated, unless at or before noon [of that day] he shall return it 

40 with his objections to the house of origin: 

41 (1) on said forty-fifth day, if the House shall have again convened in reg-

42 itlar or specvaZ session *of the same 2-year Legislature* and sha!ll be meetirtrg 

42:A on said day., <!Jr 

43 (2) on the day u,ptYn which the House shall reG(l)nvene, ·if it is in temp:orary 

44 l{J;djour.nmernt in .the tJ01lJ,T'Sf3 <Jf a rregu/1,a/r ·0r special session *of the same 2-ye0;r 

45 Legislature* on sa-id f orty-tfi,ft.n d.ay., or 

46 (3) on said for:ty-fifth day, if ,the House is iti adjrorurnment sine die on 

47 said day, at a special session of the Legislature w hfoh shall convene on that 

48 day, without petition or call, fo1~ the sole purpose of acting pursuant to this 

49 paragraph upon bills returned by the Governor. At such special session a bill 

50 may be reconsidered [beginning] on. or after the first day following return 

51 of the bilt, in the manner provided in this paragraph for the reconsideration of 

52 bills, and if approved upon reconsider,ation by ¼ of all the members of each 

53 house, it shaU become a law. The Governor, in returnin.g with his objections a 

54 bill for reconsideration at any general or special .session of the Legislature, 

55 may recommend that an. amendment or amendments specified by him be made 

56 in the bill, and in such case the Legislature may amend and re-enact the bill. 

57 If a bill be so amended and re-enacted, it shall be presented again to the Gov-

58 ernor, but shall become a law only if he shall sign it within 10 days aft~r pres-

59 entation; and no bill shall be returned -by the Governor a s-econd time. A 

60 speeial session of the Legislature shall not be convened. pursuant to this para-

61 graph whenever the forty-fifth day, Sundays excepted, after adjournment sine 
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62 die of a regular or special session shall fall on or after the last day of the 

63 legislative year in which the second annual session was held [in which such ad-

64 journment shall have been taken] ; in which event any bill not signed by the 

65 Governor within such 45-day period shall not become a law. 

1 2. This amendment shall become effective at noon upon the second Tues-

2 day in January of the first even numbered year following its adoption by the 

3 people. 

1 3. When this proposed amendment to the Constitution is finally agreed to, 

2 pursuant to Article IX, paragraph 1 of the Constitution, it shall be submitted 

3 to the people at the next general election occurring more than 3 months after 

4 such final agreement and shall be published at least once in at least one news-

5 paper of each county designated by the President of the Senate and the 

6 Speaker of the General Assembly and the Secretary of State, not less than 3 

7 months prior to said general election. 

1 4. This proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be submitted to tht 

2 people at said election in the following manner and form: 

3 There shall be printed on each official ballot to be used at such general 

4 election, the following : 

5 1. In every municipality in which voting machines are not used, a legend 

6 which shall immediately precede the question, as follows: 

7 If you favor the proposition printed below make a cross ( X), plus ( +) 

8 or check ( v) in the square opposite the word ''Yes.'' If you are opposed 

9 thereto make a cross ( X), plus ( +) or check ( v) in the square opposite the 

10 word "No." 

11 2. In every municipality the following question: 

Yes. 

No. 

Shall the amendment of Article IV, 
Section I, paragraph 3 and Article V, 
Section I, paragraph 14 of the Constitu­
tion, agreed to by the Legislature and 
providing for the constitution of the 
Legislature for terms of 2 years, for the 
holding of 2 annual sessions thereof and 
for action, in the second annual session, 
upon legislative measures pending and 
undetermined, before the Legislature or 
any of its committees or before the 
Governor, in the first annual session, be 
adopted? 
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