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Referred to Committee on T1axation 

A CoNCURRENT REsoL uTioN proposing to amend Article VIII, 

Section I, paragraph 5 to provide a homestead tax rebate or 

credit for senior citizens, dis 1abled citizens and their srurviving 

spouses under certain circumstances. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of New 

Jersey (the Senate concurring): 

1. The following proposed amendment of the Constitution of 

New Jers'ey is hereby agreed to: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

.Ame'.Ild Article VIII, S.ection I, paragraph 5· of the Constitution 

as follows: 

5. The Legi:slature, may adopt a home1srte1ad statute1 which entiUes 

homeown0r,s, rnsidential tenants and ne,t le.as,e re,siidentiral t1enants 

to a rebate .or a credit of a sum of money relaJted to prope,rty taxes 

paid by or allocable to them at such' r,ates and subjerct to such limit'S 

as may be provided by law. Such rebates or credits may include 

a differential rebate or credit to citizens and residents who are of 

the age of 65 or more years, or less than 65 years of age who are 

permanently and totully disabled according to the provisions of 

the Federal Social Security Act, or are 55 years of age or more 

and the su.rviving spouse of a dee.eased citizen or resident of this 

State who du~ring his .lifetime received, or who, upon the adoption 

of th.is amendment and the enact,ment of implementing legislation, 

would have been entitled to receive a rebate or credit related to 

property taxes. 

2. When this propos·ed amendment to the Oonsititution is finally 

agre1ed to, pursuant to Article IX, p,arag-ra,ph 1 of the Constitution, 

it shall be submitted to the people ak the next ge,neral election 

occurring more than 3 months after such final agre:ement and shall 

he publishe:d at lea.st once in at le·ast one neiwspaper of each 
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6 county designated by the President of the Senate and the Speakerr 

7 of the General Assembly and the Secr,etary of State not less than 

8 3 months prior to said general election. 

1 3. This proposed amendment to the Cons1titution shall be sub-

2 mitted to the peopl·e at said general election in the following man-

3 ner and form: 

4 There shall be printed on each official ballot to be us,ed at such 

5 general eleetion, the following: 

6 1. In every municipality in whii0h voting machine1s are· not used, 

7 a legend which shall immediately prec1ede the question as follows : 

8 If you favor the proposition printed below make a cross ( X ), 

9 plus ( +) o·r check ( y) in the square opposite the wo,rd "Yes." 

10 I'.f you are opposed thereto make a cross ( X), plus ( +) or 

11 clieck ( y) in the square opposite the word ''No.'' 

12 2. In every municipality the following question: 

Yes. 

No. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT RELATING 

TO HOMESTEAD REBATES OR CREDITS FOR 

SENIOR CITIZENS, DISABLED PERSONS OR 

T 'HEIR SURVIVING SPOUSES. 

Shall the amendment to Article VIII, 
Seciion I, paragraph 5, of the· Oo:rrs,titu­
tion, agreed to by the Legislature provid­
ing a differential homestead rebate or 
credit to senior citizens, disabled citiz·ens 
or their surviving spous,es be adopted 1 

BT·ATEiMENT 

The purpose of this amendment is1 to provide for a differential 

homesteiad rebate or credit on property taxe;s for senior citizens, 

disabled perrsons or their surviving· spouses. The, s:enior citizen 

and disabled homestead rebate or eredit, unde,r this amendment, 

follows the person who otherwiste qualifie1s. 

This Cons1titutional Amendment is· de1signed to eiliminate ques­

tions of interpretation of the language granting differe,ntial home­

sitead tax rebates or credits for s1enfor citizens, the dis1rubled and 

surviving spouses which have aris.en by viJrtue of a recent opinion 

of the Atto,rney General which ·seriously affeots the application of 

differential homestead exemptions for senior citizens pre,sently 

provided for in Assembly Oommitte·e, Substitute, Offi.cial Copy 

Reprint, for Assembly Bill No. 1330 of 1976, now pending before 

the Le,gislature. 
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