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LEGISLATIVE	 HISTORY OF R.S. 34:6-47.1 et seq. 
(High voltage lines) 

No similar bill introduced in 1947. 

L.	 1948, Chap~er 249 - 8274
 
Introduced March 22 by Hess.
 
~.fo statement. 
April 7 - Passed Senate.
 
April 26 - Reported with Assembly C~mrnittee Amendment
 

(original bill and amendment enclosed). 
May 3 - Passed Assembly. 
May 10 - Repassed Senate. 
July 21 - Approved. o 

o 
Z 

On February 7, 1958 the Commissioner of Labor and IndustrjO 
created an Advisory Committee on High Voltage-Crane Safety. I1~ 
prepared the amendments which follow. :tJ 

CD 
3 
oAttempts to	 amend the original act: 

Iv~W	 C§
1959	 - A61B (Miller~ Biber, Kordja) J~ f:J/i',
 

Passed Assembly.
 'J?S Of:>£: " ("Y oS If!ry ..,Died	 in Senate Committee. 
.'"1 .,.~ /"('0 f:" 3° 

1960 - A262	 (Crabiel) ~	 '-IS 
Passed Assembly, amended.	 as ~ ~.~ • fi>4~ 
Died	 in Senate Committee. ,q.(!rJ. • S~t. U. • 

~O/J e Sl	 CT 
4 'l!~ 7""ee, ....1961	 - A317 (Crabiel, Maraziti) • Q)

Passed Assembly. 
.~Had 2d reading in Senate. 

L.	 1966, Chapter 261 - A281
 
Introduced Febl"uary 7 by Ha:lpin (and others).
 
lio s ta ternent.
 
Amended in Assembly:
 

Amend page 2, section 2, line 16, after the 
word Uequipmentff~ add "and insulated power cables 
enclosed in approved metallic raceways.1t 

Governor made statement upon signing (copy enclosed). 

No hearings	 or reports were located. 

~ . 



.' - 2 ­

For background see: 

NJ Burch, Philip H. J Jr.
 
TB60 Industrial safety legislation in
 
I5 New Jersey. 1960.
 
B947
 

974.90 N.J. Governor's Advisory Committee on the 
L123 Health and Safety of Workers. 
1962 Report. 1962. 
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Ii\THODUCED IvLAE.CI-I : .148
 

By ~h. HESS
 

Hefcrreu to Committee 011 Public Safety
 

;\\ ,\CT to provide the precautions to be tnken in the proximity of higb-voltage
 

lllll:s fot' tlw t)l'eVentioll of accidents; to make provisions for the <1<1min­

i:-;i l'aCc,n ,mel enforcement thereof by the Comrnissionel' of Labor and to urG­. ~ 

serioe penalties for violations tbcrcof. 

Jh; IT E~;\CTEll bV the Se/Hate and General .Assembly of the State of New 

J. Dciinitioll::;. For C1C purP0::iC of this act: 

'l ., <t. "Commi::isioner" shalllllc<tn the Commi::;sioller of Labor or any of his 

:~ ani.h(Jl'i%cd fCl)fOScl1tativcs. 

iJ. "Dcpartmcmt" shall mean Hie Department of Labor, or the Division 

.-, ()f Eni",'iJlecl'illg' and Safety of the department.
 

G c. "AIJ1Jj'oveu" slwll rne:m approved 1>j the comunSSlOner.
 

7 d. "lIigh-vo1t:lg'e" ::;hall mean n voltage i:, excess of ;~evell Inmdrcd fifty
 

S yolis lwtV;C'Cll c011l1uctor:s or from ~1llY cOlHh;ctol' to ground.
 

9 c. "Overlleadlincs" shall mean all b~11'e or insulated electrical COll­

iii (bc~on; iU;"i1:al1cd abovc ground, execlil.ing those conauetors that are enclo;-,;ed 

1.1 ill Upp.l'OVCC.llllctal covering·. 

:2. G':llcrnlprovisioW':i. X0 perSall, firm, or corpoi'utioll, or agent of same, 

:2 .:-iiall roquire or IJOl'lllit allY C1l1I)loycc to IJel'fornl UI1)T fUI1Ctio1i ill l)I'oxiluity 

;j to big11-voltngG lil1es; to enter UI)Oll allY lalla, builclillg', or ot.1J.cl' IJrerrliscs 

.J: ;';;;'t U-ICl'e to engage in any excavation, <luwolition, eOllstrucLion, repUlr 01' 
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.illg' j J- V(l 
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i '(~ i ,~~'e 

2 portation of any to0 1::;, ma\.;hinory, or equipment, or any Piil't t1:ol'(:of cnpaiilc 

3 of vertical, btol';tl, 0,' swinging' wotion, the ]1,11\d];"I12:, 1,J',lllsport<tLlon 01' 

4: storago of ,my supplies, 1l1;del'ialti oi' ilpp,Uiltus, 01' the moving of [Illy ]lOUSO 

;) or ot;lCr lJuilding, or any pal't tllel'oof, under, OV(;1', ()y or ncar high-voILl.~~·e 

G lJljCJS, lS hcrc1>y exprc:-:;sly proLihitca, if at nny time during' such ope1'<lLion, 

Stools, rnnlcricllH, lmi1tli:l~~' [my ::;Irt thoreof within six feeL of such ltig1t­(lr 

9 voltnge lincs, except when; sl:<ch Jligh-voltage lines bave l)ccn effectively 

10 guardccl against dans'er 11'0111 accidental contact, by eithor: 

11 (1) The erection of mechnnical harriers to prevent physical contact 

12 with high-voltage conductors; 01' 

13 (2) De-energizing tho high-voltago oonductors and grounding where nec­

14 essary. 

15 Only in the case of eiUk]" such exception may the SLX: root clcarance 1'0­

16 quirecl be reduced. '::'ne required SIX foot clea~allce shall not be provided 

17 by movement of the conductors L:'ougb strains impressed, by attachments 

18 or otherwise, upon the structures supporting the high-voltage line nor lAPOll 

19 any equipment, futmes 01' attacbr.1ent; thereon. 

20 If temporary relocation of the high-voltage conductors IS n(~cessary ap­

21 propriate arrangements sb<l.ll be made with the owner or operator of the 

22 overhead line for such tcmporary relocation. 

1 4. Warning sign required, The owner, agent, or employer responsiL~e 

2 for the operations of c<luipment, shall post an,l muintain in pl:iin viuw Vi' ; Lie 

~: operator 011. cacll Cr:l118, derrie1\:, po\vcr-slloveI, clj,'illiilg'-rig', llny-Ioad,cr, ~.illr-

4: stacker, pile-driver, or similar apparatus, any part of which is cap;lulc oJ: 



., . 

;:! iI\'·jn~ reel: r;:ndillg', "lTll1aWf\i~ to openltc this equipment wiUlin SiX;1 i' 

] i'l : 

. ;-i.;\'"oLi;ic,liir)]l to Jiower eOD1pnny and responsibility lor safeg'llilrc1s. 

., \\'i:' il :ill." ni!eratiom; nrc to be performed, tools 01' 1'naterials are to be li;nJJcr1, 

I; ;clil'"I"!':011 s;;:111 ]H:re;,;pom.;ihle;()j· [hc eompleti.on of the s:rfety measureR, 

'( \\~I.<:/I arc ]'('quil'l'([ ;)y ,;('ctiom; t\\'o Dne( three of this act, before proceeding 

~: wii;' t!rly work wllieh would i111p,,11' UlO afores:1id clearance. 

i;. ]1~ltf(Jl'eCnwnt. The commissiollOl' shall administer and enForce the 

:;/'()"isiow.; of this net and he i:-;llcl'dry empowered to FI'Cli3cnIW and promnl­

" .",:11.<: I'lllc·:-; ,mel regnb tions eOll:-;iste11 therewith. 

t, Viol:t1iolls 1I1;1\le' mi:-;<1cij)(':l1lors; pnnislnnent. AllY person, firm, cor­

., jlOI':d,joIl or ;lgent of the smne; W]IO friils to comply with or who violatos allY 

:: oj' file In·ovi.~ions of tllis (let 8]1:\11 he g'uilLy of a J1.tisden1cullor :111d U.pOl1 C011­

! \Ii'; l\il\ tlICl'CO[ shall he liable Lo arine of not Jess than twenty-five dollal's 

• 
:1 (~::~;).OO) noT' Il1o]'e tJnlU one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisonment 

I; JiIlL execec1ing one yenl', or both, ill the discretion of tlw conrt. Allnnes eol-

I i(·,'i(~d shall be de1ivel'cd to the State TrensuI'cI' fOi' tlle gCl1ernl use of til 

,So Exceptions. This act sball not be construed as applying to, shall not 

.; ".': ):~r to, and is not intended to appl y to, the construction, reconstruction, 

,., uppr:ltiOl1S, <111(1 111aintcrlance of o\Terhcucl electrical condllctors alld tl1cir sup-

l·\il'tillg structures and associated equipment by authorized and qualified 

,) ,+,~dl'jcal workers; nor to the authorized and qualified employees of any per­

:j ,;Oll, {'mn, or corporation engaged in the construction, reconstrnction, opera-

i" t!Oll, alld InaintcllUllce of ovcrllcad electrical circuits or conallctors alld tllcir 

" :-lipportillg' structures and ssociatcd equipment of rail transportation sys­

:' lCillS, or electrical 2;enorating, transmission, distribution, and communie;,tion 



11 a:,; IJCrmitting' 0fHlri.l Lion oL' ::;-(;;11<1:1 I'll rail cc[UipmenL, which is 11Ui'llJally ,"'<"1: 

12 in the tram;portation of fnlip;]lt 01' 11:lSS(:mgcrs 01,'".111 and tile operation ni' 

13 1'(;1i01 trains, 01' other cquipmCJlt in l'»,wrgr:mcies, [It n tl:sb!lcC of less t]H111 :,;i:, 

1(; feet from :'lllY high-voltnge comlne/or by otilor Own prollcriy (luaJifict, :llla 

17 antlJorizec1 persolls or employees 1111U01' t1IC c1ircd snpcl'vlf-iio11 of an :mLhol'­

1, ' J 't' I' i' ' .' .' ~J ' J i - " - " ]0 comp 1(111Ce waJlllO sa:.:ey f}rov;;;]I)llS or SCCLlOl1S i,WO, ,lE'ne, .lour alh; live 

20 horeor, 

1 0. In case any Pl'O\,ll:iWll of this aet "lJ<L; be ad;jud~~'ecl unconstitutional 

2 01' voitl for any reaSOll, such aclju(1icntion sllD.ll not affect allY of the other 

3 provisions of this act. 

1 10. 'This act shall take effect immedi;, (ely. 
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ADOPTED .APU,U.. 1048 

.A mend: Pnge 3, section 4, line 3: After " by <Ldding "provided, however, 

lil;d jlli~ requirement s1l<t11not apply to r:lil'w,iy cquipmcllt operating' on railway 

I'j,~;'ltt of wn:v in relation to high voltage conductors of such railway system undc'!' 

i:OIl(iji iow'> for wllich exemption is granted under :'I~ction 8 of this act." 

.1', llIow1 : Page 4, scction 8, line 13: After emergencies, by adding" or in main-

It'll<lli''l' of way service,". 

j\mend: Page 4, section 8, line 14: After conductor, by adding "of such nlll­

',- -" ._~ ......... ~-~- ,-" .-~ .._.......-~-.---.~.~-_. --,' ..: _.--.- ---_ ...•..,. -- ,-.
 



FROM: Office of the Governor FOR RELEASE: September 6~ 1966 

Governor Richard Jo Hughes today signed the following bills: 

Assembly Bill Nco 281 =- am,ends the la:w as to the safety precautions 

that must be taken while working in the proximity of high=voltage lineso This 

is the first amendment to the law sinee i.ts adoption in 1948., At the signing 

Governor Hughes expressed 11i.S hope .that the precautions required by the bill as 

'well as the strengthening of the pe'nalty' clause will ma'ke our law more effeeti.\re 

in preventing accidents ,?cc.u,rring as a riBsult of equipment touc.hing overhead 

high-voltage lines. This bill which was prepared by the Department of Labor, is 

based both on the experience of that. department as well as the modern safety 

devices and methods now available for working near such lines (,I 

Assembly Bill Noo 758 the uNe'w Jersey Hazardol18 Substances Labeli.ng=OeD 

ActU with an appropriation of $30~OOO for purposes of admi.nistering the act. 

Governor Hughes recorrnnended the adoption of t'his measllre, whictl is based on the 

Model Labeling of Hazardous Substances Act, to the Legislature in 1964 as part of 

a veto message on Assembly Bill Noo 6700 At the sign.Lng Go,\rern,or Hu~ghes stated~ 

"It has become increasingly apparent that there is a need to protect 

and alert the New Jersey consumer to merchandise containing hazardous substances 

This bill will establish uniform and comprehensive specifications and machinery 

for regulating the labeling of all dangerous chemical productso Hopefully, this 

measure will greatly contribute to protecting the health and safety of our citizens 

against the sale of inadequately labeled hazardous substances u 
o 
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