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P.L. 2021, CHAPTER 241, approved September 28, 2021
Assembly, No. 3123

AN ACT concerning veterans' honorable discharge papers and
amending R.S.38:25-5.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R.S.38:25-5is amended to read as follows:

38:25-5. Each county clerk, or the register of deeds in counties
having the same, shall record, without costs, when delivered to him
for that purpose, in large and bound books of good paper to be
provided for that purpose, and carefully preserved and indexed, and
to be called and backed "honorable discharges of veterans,” the
honorable discharge or the certificate in lieu of an honorable
discharge, and the record of service or notice of separation showing
the record of service, as issued by the proper governmental agency
of the Federal Government, of [any soldier, sailor, marine or nurse
who has or may hereafter serve in the army, navy, marine or air
corps] a person who has served in the Armed Forces of the United
States, or a reserve component thereof, or of [any] a member of the
American Merchant Marine during World War Il who is declared
by the United States Department of Defense to be eligible for
federal veterans' benefits.

A veteran, or a person designated by the veteran as the veteran's
personal representative, may withdraw the honorable discharge,
certificate in lieu of an honorable discharge, record of service, or
notice of separation showing the record of service from the county
clerk at any time.

(cf: P.L.1991, ¢.389, 5.18)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

Currently, veterans may file their honorable discharge papers,
commonly known as DD-214 forms, with the county clerk for
safekeeping if they so choose. The law is silent, however, on
whether veterans may withdraw such forms from the county clerk
once they have been filed. This bill clarifies the law, allowing
veterans, or a person designated by a veteran as a personal
representative, to withdraw such papers from the county clerk at
any time.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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Allows veteran or personal representative to withdraw honorable
discharge papers from county clerk.



CHAPTER 241

AN ACT concerning veterans' honorable discharge papers and amending R.S.38:25-5.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. R.S.38:25-5is amended to read as follows:

Honorable discharges of veterans recorded without cost.

38:25-5. Each county clerk, or the register of deeds in counties having the same, shall
record, without costs, when delivered to him for that purpose, in large and bound books of
good paper to be provided for that purpose, and carefully preserved and indexed, and to be
called and backed "honorable discharges of veterans,” the honorable discharge or the
certificate in lieu of an honorable discharge, and the record of service or notice of separation
showing the record of service, as issued by the proper governmental agency of the Federal
Government, of a person who has served in the Armed Forces of the United States, or a
reserve component thereof, or of a member of the American Merchant Marine during World
War Il who is declared by the United States Department of Defense to be eligible for federal
veterans' benefits.

A veteran, or a person designated by the veteran as the veteran's personal representative,
may withdraw the honorable discharge, certificate in lieu of an honorable discharge, record
of service, or notice of separation showing the record of service from the county clerk at any
time.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved September 28, 2021.



ASSEMBLY, No. 3123

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
219th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 24, 2020

Sponsored by:

Assemblyman WAYNE P. DEANGELO
District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex)
Assemblywoman CAROL A. MURPHY
District 7 (Burlington)

Assemblyman WILLIAM F. MOEN, JR.
District 5 (Camden and Gloucester)
Senator JAMES BEACH

District 6 (Burlington and Camden)
Senator JOSEPH PENNACCHIO
District 26 (Essex, Morris and Passaic)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblymen Danielsen, Bergen, Johnson, Wirths, Space, Wimberly,
Assemblywoman Mosquera and Senator Pou

SYNOPSIS
Allows veteran or personal representative to withdraw honorable discharge
papers from county clerk.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced:

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/3/2021)
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A3123 DEANGELO, MURPHY
2

AN ACT concerning veterans' honorable discharge papers and
amending R.S.38:25-5.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R.S.38:25-5is amended to read as follows:

38:25-5. Each county clerk, or the register of deeds in counties
having the same, shall record, without costs, when delivered to him
for that purpose, in large and bound books of good paper to be
provided for that purpose, and carefully preserved and indexed, and
to be called and backed "honorable discharges of veterans,” the
honorable discharge or the certificate in lieu of an honorable
discharge, and the record of service or notice of separation showing
the record of service, as issued by the proper governmental agency
of the Federal Government, of [any soldier, sailor, marine or nurse
who has or may hereafter serve in the army, navy, marine or air
corps] a person who has served in the Armed Forces of the United
States, or a reserve component thereof, or of [any] a member of the
American Merchant Marine during World War 1l who is declared
by the United States Department of Defense to be eligible for
federal veterans' benefits.

A veteran, or a person designated by the veteran as the veteran's
personal representative, may withdraw the honorable discharge,
certificate in lieu of an honorable discharge, record of service, or
notice of separation showing the record of service from the county
clerk at any time.

(cf: P.L.1991, ¢.389, 5.18)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

Currently, veterans may file their honorable discharge papers,
commonly known as DD-214 forms, with the county clerk for
safekeeping if they so choose. The law is silent, however, on
whether veterans may withdraw such forms from the county clerk
once they have been filed. This bill clarifies the law, allowing
veterans, or a person designated by a veteran as a personal
representative, to withdraw such papers from the county clerk at
any time.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.



ASSEMBLY MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 3123

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 8, 2020

The Assembly Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee reports
favorably Assembly Bill No. 3123.

Currently, veterans may file their honorable discharge papers,
commonly known as DD-214 forms, with the county clerk for
safekeeping if they so choose. The law is silent, however, on whether
veterans may withdraw such forms from the county clerk once they
have been filed. This bill clarifies the law, allowing veterans, or a
person designated by a veteran as a personal representative, to
withdraw such papers from the county clerk at any time.



SENATE, No. 2059

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
219th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED MARCH 16, 2020

Sponsored by:

Senator JAMES BEACH

District 6 (Burlington and Camden)
Senator JOSEPH PENNACCHIO
District 26 (Essex, Morris and Passaic)

Co-Sponsored by:
Senator Pou

SYNOPSIS
Allows veteran or personal representative to withdraw honorable discharge
papers from county clerk.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 11/16/2020)
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S2059 BEACH, PENNACCHIO
2

AN ACT concerning veterans' honorable discharge papers and
amending R.S.38:25-5.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R.S.38:25-5is amended to read as follows:

38:25-5. Each county clerk, or the register of deeds in counties
having the same, shall record, without costs, when delivered to him
for that purpose, in large and bound books of good paper to be
provided for that purpose, and carefully preserved and indexed, and
to be called and backed "honorable discharges of veterans,” the
honorable discharge or the certificate in lieu of an honorable
discharge, and the record of service or notice of separation showing
the record of service, as issued by the proper governmental agency
of the Federal Government, of [any soldier, sailor, marine or nurse
who has or may hereafter serve in the army, navy, marine or air
corps] a person who has served in the Armed Forces of the United
States, or a reserve component thereof, or of [any] a member of the
American Merchant Marine during World War 1l who is declared
by the United States Department of Defense to be eligible for
federal veterans' benefits.

A veteran, or a person designated by the veteran as the veteran's
personal representative, may withdraw the honorable discharge,
certificate in lieu of an honorable discharge, record of service, or
notice of separation showing the record of service from the county
clerk at any time.

(cf: P.L.1991, ¢.389, 5.18)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

Currently, veterans may file their honorable discharge papers,
commonly known as DD-214 forms, with the county clerk for
safekeeping if they so choose. The law is silent, however, on
whether veterans may withdraw such forms from the county clerk
once they have been filed. This bill clarifies the law, allowing
veterans, or a person designated by a veteran as a personal
representative, to withdraw such papers from the county clerk at
any time.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.



SENATE MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 2059

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: AUGUST 20, 2020

The Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Committee reports
favorably Senate Bill No. 2059.

Currently, veterans may file their honorable discharge papers,
commonly known as DD-214 forms, with the county clerk for
safekeeping if they so choose. The law is silent, however, on whether
veterans may withdraw such forms from the county clerk once they
have been filed. This bill clarifies the law, allowing veterans, or a
person designated by a veteran as a personal representative, to
withdraw such papers from the county clerk at any time.
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Governor Murphy Takes Action on
Legislation

09/28/2021
Governor Murphy Takes Action on Legislation

TRENTON - Today, Governor Murphy signed the following bills into law:

S-381/A-720 (Weinberg, Greenstein/Johnson, Mosquera, Vainieri Huttle) — Establishes supervised
community reintegration program for certain victims of domestic violence.

ACS for A-970/SCS for S-2259 (Conaway, Lampitt, Murphy/Singleton, Ruiz) — Establishes Mental Health
Screening in Schools Grant Program in DOE; appropriates $1 million.

A-1178/S-898 (Zwicker, DePhillips, DeCroce/Cryan, Pou) — Permits corporations to use blockchain
technology for certain recordkeeping requirements.

A-1625/S-2854 (Lampitt, Jasey, Carter/Pou, Weinberg) — Directs DOE to develop outreach program to
encourage young women and minorities to pursue post-secondary degrees and careers in STEM.

A-2765/S-1838 (Houghtaling, Dancer, Murphy/Greenstein, Oroho) — Changes designation on official
State logo denoting manufacture of products in New Jersey.

A-3123/S-2059 (DeAngelo, Murphy, Moen/Beach, Pennacchio) — Allows veteran or personal
representative to withdraw honorable discharge papers from county clerk.

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20210928c.shtml
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