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P.L. 1989, CHAPTER 11, opprolJed February I, 1989 " 

1988 Senate No" 650 

1 AN ACT concerning security' guards and amending N"J.S. 

2C:39-3~ 

3 ~ 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly 01 'he 

5 State oj N.ew Jersey: 

t. N. J.S. 2C:39-3 is amended to read as follows; 

7 2C:39-3. Prohibited Weapons and Devices. a. Destructive 

devices. Any person who knowingly has in his possession anyt 

9 destructive device is guilty of a crime of the third degree. 

b. Sawed-off shotguns. Any person who knowingly has in his 

II possession any sawed-off shotgun is guilty of a crime of the 

third dearee. 
13 c. Silencers. Any person who knowioSly has in his possession 

any fireann silencer is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. 
15 d. Defaced firearms. Any person who knOWingly bes in his 

possession any firea.nDwhich has been defaced, :8xcept an 

t 7 antique fireann. is guilty of a crime of the fourth dearee. 

e. Certain weapons. Any person who· knowift.lly has in his 
11 possession any gravity knife. SWitchblade knife. dasser. dirk. 

stiletto, billy, blackjack. metal knuckle. sandclub~ slinphot. 
21 c.stuI or similar leather band studded with metal filinas or 

ruor bl8des imbedded in wood. ballistic knife. without an, 
23 ..,wn.bIe lawlul purpose. is pilty of 8. crime of the fourth 

dIpee. 

I. Dum~dum or body Innor penetratina bullets. (1) An, 
,..... other than I II. enforcement officer or penons .... 

2' ill IetWitl. PUrlUlllt to IUblection I. of N.J.S. 2C:39-8. who 
IIMwInllJ bel in Ids pa_.1on any hollow nose or dum-dwn 

21 WIet. or (2) ..., pe.-n. otber than I collector of ftrelnns or 
.....atlon • curial or reU. _ de'ined In Title 18. United 

31 ..COde. Metlon I2t (a) (t3) and hu In hlaPDIIfJlaiOft a VIUd 
CAllector of Curlol -' RellCi Lie...... bji the Bureau of 
AWIDI., .,TotIIcco Iftd Ftreannl. who kIIoWl"lI, h. 1ft hi' 

Cl'LlMT. ~"'tt.r '-:'0" in "'••'IC" brltc••tl (thus1 tft \"t 
..... till 4, fIOt ...-clH ... t,t",'" to ...._ttt.. tft tht 1•• 

I'IItt" ....,tftfd MIl t, ftfW ..tt". 
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1 possession any body annor breaching or penetrating ammunition. 
which means: (a) am;hunition primarily designed for use in a 

3 handgun. and (b) which is comprised ofa bullet w'hose core· or 
jacket, if the jacket is thicker than .025 of an inch. is made of 

5 tungsten Ciltbide, or hard bronze.· or other material which is 
harder than a rating of 79 or greater on the Rockwell B. 

7 Hardness SCale. and (c) is therefore capable of ...breaching or 
penetrating body annor, is guilty of a crime of the fourth 

9 degree. For purposes of this section, a collector a, ,may possess \ 
not more than three examples of each distinctive variation of 

11 the ammunition described above. A distinctive variation 
includes a different head stamp, composition, design" or color. 

13 g. Exceptions. (1) Nothing in subsection a., b., c., d., e., or f. 

of this section shall apply to any member of the Anned Forces 

15 of the United States or the National Guard. or except as 

otherwise provided. to any law enforcement officer while 
17 act\lally on duty or traveling to or from an authorized place of 

duty, provided that his possession of the prohibited weapon or 

19 device. has been duly authorized under the applicable laws, 

resuJations or military or law enforcement orders. Nothing in 
21 subsection h. of this section shall apply to any law enforcement 

23 

officer who is exempted from the provisions of that subsection 
.. , 

by the Attorney General. Nothing in this section shall, apply to 
the poIIession of any weapon or device by a law enforcement 

25 offICer who has confiscated, seized or otherwise taken 
pa.esaion of said weapon or device as evidence of the 

27 c:ommialion of a crime or because he believed it to be possessed 
iUepll, by the person from whom it was taken, proVided that 

2S IIid In enforcement officer promptly notifies his superiors of 
...._ ..on of such probibited weapon or device. 

31 f2) Nothlnl in subsection r. (1) shall be construed to prevent a 

,.IIDA from keepinl such ammunition at his dwelUDi. premises 

33 or ..... land owned or possessed by him, or from carll'inl such 
__tion from the place of purchase to said dwelling,or land. 

H ...11 IUblection f. (1) be construed to prevent\any 'licensed 

tel'" or wholesale fireanns dealer from possessinS such 

31 ......t~ at· its licensed premises. provided that 'the seller of 
.., Mft ammulUtion shall maintain a record of the nllme, liRe 

H ... "lee of residence of any purchaser who is not a licensed 

,", . , 
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1 dealer, together with the date of sale and qUlllltity of 

ammuni tion sold. 
3 (3) Nothing in paragraph (2) of subsection f. shall be construed 

to prevent any licensed retail or wholesale fireanns dealer from 

5 possessing that ammunition at its licensed premises for sale or 

disposition to another licensed dealer. the Armed Forces of the 

7 United States or the National Guard, or to a law enforcement 

t 9 

agency, provided that the seller maintains a record of any sale 

or disposition to a law enforcement agency. The record shall 

include the name of the purchasing agency, together with 

11 written authorization of the chief of police or highest ranking 

official of the agency, the name and rank of the purchasing law 

13 enforcement officer, if applicable, and the date, time and 

amount of ammunition sold or otherwise disposed. A copy of 

15 this record shall be forwarded by the seller to the 

Superintendent of the Division of State Police within 48 hours of 

17 the sale or disposition. 

(4) Nothing in subsection a. of this section shall be construed 

19 to apply to antique cannons as exempted in subsection d. of . . . 

N.I.S. 2C:J9-6. 

21 h. Stun guns. Any person who knowingly has 'in his possession 

any stun sun is guilty of a crime of the fourth dejree.
I 

23 i. Nothing in subsection e. of this section ·shall be constnled 
to prevent 1liiY HUard in the employ of a ,Private security 

25 company. who is licensed to carry a fireann. from the possession 

of a nightstick when in the actual perron.lance of his official 

27 duties. proVided that he has satisfactorily completed a trainina 

COlIne approved bx the Police Trainins Commission in the use of 

29 a nlahtsUck. 

(c~P..L. 1981.c. 228,1. 2) 
31 2. 11Iis act shan take effect immediately. 

~ 33 

CIVIL JUSTICE 
35 Public Safety 

.. 
. i 

:11 Clarif'es security aulrd '. right to carry niahtstiGk wbUt Ofl duty. 
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1 at its licensed premises, provided that the seller of any such 

ammunition shall maintain a record of the name, age and place 

3 of residence of any purchaser who is not a licensed dealer, 

together with the date of sale and quantity of ammunition sold. 

5 (3) Nothing in paragraph (2) of subsection f. shall be construed 

to prevent any licensed retail or wholesale firearms dealer from 

7 possessing that ammunition at its licensed premises for sale or 

disposition to another licensed dealer, the Armed Forces of the 

9 United States or the National Guard, or to a law enforcement 

agency, provided that the seller maintains a record of any sale 

11 or disposition to a law enforcement agency. The record shall 

include the name of the purchasing agency, together with 

13 written authorization of the thief of police or highest ranking 

official of the agency, the name and rank of the purchasing law 

15 enforcement officer, if applicable, and the date, time and 

amount of ammunition sold or otherwise disposed. A copy of 

17 this record shall be forwarded by the seller to the 

Superintendent of the Division of State Police within 48 hours of 

19 the sale or disposition. 

(4) Nothing in subsection a. of this section shall be construed 

21 to apply to antique cannons as exempted in subsection d. of 

N.I.S.2C:39-6. 

23 h. Stun guns. Any person who knowingly has in his possession 

any stun gun is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. 

25 i. Nothing in subsection e. of this section shall be construed 

to prevent '. any guard in the employ of a private security 

27 company, who is licensed to carry a firearm, from the possession 

of a nightstick when in the actual performance of his official 

29 duties, provided that he has satisfactorily completed a training 

course approved by the Police Training Commission in the use of 

31 a nightstick. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

33 

35 STATEMENT 

37 This bill establishes that a guard who is licensed to carry a 

firearm and is employed by a private. security company may 

39 lawfully carry a night stick when in the actual performance of 

his official duties, provided that he has satisfactorily 
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3 

5 

1 

9 

11 

completed a training course, approved by the Police Training 

Commission, in the use of a night stick. 
The bill would also limit to a nightstick the weapons that may 

be carried by a private security guard who is licensed to carry a
•

firearm while in the performance of his duties.' . 
The bill would also require that a training course, approved by 

the Police Training Commission, in the use of a; nightstick must 

be completed before a private security guard licensed to carry a 

fireann is authorized to carry a nightstick while performance of 

his official duties. 

13 

15 

CIVIL JUSTICE 

Public Safety 

Clarifies security guard's right to carl'Ynightstick while on duty. 
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ASSEMBLY LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 650
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

The Assembly Law, Public Safety and Corrections Committee 

favorably reports Senate Bill No. 650. 

Senate Bill No. 650 amends N.J.S.2C:39-3 to permit certain 

individuals who are employed as guards by private security 

companies to carry nightsticks when in the performance of their 

actual security duties. 

Under the provisions of the bill, an individual who is licensed to 

carry a firearm would be authorized to carry a nightstick while 

performing his actual duties as a guard employed by a private 

security company if he has satisfactorily completed a training 

course, approved by the Police Training Commission, in its use. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 650
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: January 21, 1988 

Senate 650 permits a guard who is licensed to carry a fireann 

and is employed by a private security company to lawfully carry a 

nightstick when in the actual performance of his official duties, 

provided that he has satisfactorily completed a training course. 

The bill requires that a training course, approved by the Police 

Training Commission, in the use of a nightstick must be 

completed before a private security guard licensed to carry a 

firearm is authorized to carry a nightstick while in the 

performance of his official duties. 

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 1988 session 

pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the 

ch~ges required by technical review which has been performed. 
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