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[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 812
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978

By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON

Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SUPPLEMENT to the "Mortuary Science Act," approved June 18,

1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45:7-32 et seq.).

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains

2 of more than one deceased person Uor stillborn infant"'''' in a

3 coffin, casket, or other container for the purpose of intBrment,

4 unless other ""writtenU directions have been given by"''''[:]'''

4A "'''[''one of the following persons in the following order: the

4B decedent, sut'viving spouse, person or persons authorizing the

4c funeral, or a court of competent iur'isdiction.**]*"'* """''''the decedent

4D Ot· a court of competent jurisdiction, or the relative or relatives of

4E the decedent in the following order:

4F (1) Surviving spouse;

4G (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the

4H surviving child if one;

41 (3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent;

4J (4) A majority of the bt'others and sisters of the decedent if no

4K child or parent is living; or

4L (5) Other next of kin according to the degree of COtv:.'

4M sanguinity.· ..

5 uta. The decedent,

6 b. A relative or relatives in the order of

7 (1) Surviving spouse,

8 (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the

9 surviving child if one,
EXPLANATION-Malter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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10 (3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

11 (4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no

12 child or parent is living, or

13 (5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,

14 or

15 c. A court of competent jurisdiction.]'"

1 2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde-

2 meanor'*[, subject to imprisoillllent for up to 3 years or a fine of

3 up to $1,000.00, or both,]'* and shall remain liable for any other

4 penalties which may be imposed by the boardu, where applicableu .

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



SENATE, No. 812
.~

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978

By Senators 'WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON

Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SUPPLEMENT to the" Mortuary Science Act," approved June 18,

1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45 :7-32 et seq.).

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains

2 of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or other con­

3 tainer for the purpose of interment, unless other directions have

4 been given by:

5 a. The decedent,

6 b. A relative or relatives in the order of

7 (1) Surviving spouse,

8 (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the

9 surviving child if one,

10 (3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

11 (4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no

12 child or parent is living, or

13 (5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,

14 or

15 c. A court of competent jurisdiction.

1 2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde-

2 meanor, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of up

3 to $1,000.00, or both, and shall remain liable for any other penalties

4 which may be imposed by the board.

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill would make it unlawful for a funeral director to place

the remains of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or

other container for the purpose of interment, unless other direc-
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tions have been given by the decedent, by relatives, or by a court of

competent jurisdiction.

The primary thrust of this bill is to eliminate the practice

whereby funeral directors, without authorization, place the re­

mains of more than one deceased person in a burial container.

Recent disclosures indicate this has happened on a large scale in

certain areas of the State with respect to the interment of babies

or stillboarn infants of the indigent.



SENATE LABOR, INDUSTRY AND
PROFESSIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 812
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
---+---

DATED: JANUARY 30, 1979

This bill would make it unlawful for any funeral director to place the

remains of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or other

contains for the purpose of interment, unless other directions have been

given by the decedant, by relatives, or by a court of competent juris­

diction.



SENArrE AMENDMENT '1'0

SENATE, No. 812
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 20, 1979

Amend page 1, section 2, lines 2-3, after" meanor ", omit remainder

of line 2 and" to $1,000.00, or both," on line 3.

STATEMEN'T

The purpose of this amendment is to eliminate the specific penalty

provision contained in the bill, so that on and after the effective date

of the New Jersey Code of Criminal J nstice, violations will be punish­

able as crimes of the fourth degree.



c. A court of competent jurisdiction.

2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde­

me.anor*[, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of

up to $1,000.00, or both,]'" and shall remain liable for any other

penalties which may be imposed by the board.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

(1) Surviving spouse,

(2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the

surviving child if one,

(3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no

child or parent is living, or

(5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,

[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 812
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978

By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON

Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SUPPLEMENT to the" Mortuary Science Act," approved J nne 18,

1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45 :7-32 et seq.).

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains

2 of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or other con­

3 tainer for the purpose of interment, unless other directions have

4 been given by:

5 a. The decedent,

6 b. A relative or relatives in the order of

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 or

15

1

2

3

4

1
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above biII

is not enacted and is intended to be omiued in the law.



ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO

SENATE, No. 812
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

ADOPTED APRIL 26, 1979

Amend page 1, section 1, line 2, after "person", insert "or stillborn

infant".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 3, after "other", ins<ert "written".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 4, omit" :".

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 5-15, omit in entirety and insert" one

of the following persons in the following order: the decedent, surviving

spous,e, pe,rson or persons authorizing the funeral, or a court of compe­

tent jurisdiction.".

Amend page 1, section 2, line 4, after "board", insert", where

applicable' '.



[ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 812
[OFFICIAL OOpy REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendments adopted April 26, 1979

-+

STATE OF NEW JERSEY..
INTRODUOED FEBRUARY 14, 1978

By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON

Referred to Oommittee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SUPPLEMENT to the "Mortuary Science Act," approved June 18,

1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, O. 45 :7-32 et seq.).

c. A court of competent jurisdiction.]**

2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde­

meanor*[, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of

up to $1,000.00, or both,]~ and ,shall remain liable for any other

penalties which may be imposed by the boardu, where applicable u .

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

(1) Surviving spouse,

(2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the

surviving child if one,

(3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no

child or parent is living, or

(5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,

5

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains

2 of more than one deceased person u or stillborn infant-- in a

3 coffin, casket, or other container for the purpose of interment,

4 unlesls other """'writtenU directions have been given by--[ :]U

4A **one of the following persons in the following order: the decedent,

4B surviving spouse, person or persons authorizing the funeral, or a

4c court of competent jurisdiction. **
**[a. The decedent,

b. A relative or relatives in the order of6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 or

15

1

2

3

4

1
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.



ASSEMLY AMENDMENT TO

SENATE, No. 812
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

[ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

ADOPTED MAY 21, 1979

Amend page 1, slection 1, lines 4A-4c, omit in their entirety, inse,rt "the

decedent or a court of competeut jurisdi0tion, or the relative or rella,tives'

of the decedent in the following order:

(1) Surviving spous,e;

(2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent 0'1' the surviving

child if one;

(3) The surviving parent or par,ents of the decedent;

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no child

or parent is living; or

(5) Other ne'xt of kin according to the degree of consanguinity. ' '.



[SECOND ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 812
[OFFICIAT" COpy REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendments adopted April 26, 1979

and Assembly amendment adopted May 21, 1979

•
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

•

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978

By Senators \VEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON

Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SUPPLEMENT to the "Mortuary Science Act," approved June 18,

1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45 :7-32 et seq.).

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains

2 of more than one deceased person 'HI or stillborn infant" in a

3 coffin, casket, or other container for the purpose of interment,

4 unless other **writtenU directions have been given byU[ :],..

4A "u*[U one of the following persons ,in the following order: the

4B decedent, s~trviving spouse, person or persons authorizing the

4c funeral, Qt" a court of competent jtwisdiction.**]H* "'Hthe decedent

4D or a court of competent j~trisdiction, or the relative or relatives of

4E the decedent in the following at"der:

4:])' (1) Surviving spouse;

4G (.2) A majority of snr'v'iving children of the decedent or the

4H surviving child if one;

41 (3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent;

4J (4) A majority of the brothers and sister"s of the decedent if no

4K child or parent is living; or

4L (5) Other next of kin nccording to the degree of C011r~

4M sanguinity.*/U

5 U[a. The de<ledent,

6 b. A relative or relatives in the order of

7 (1) Surviving spouse,

8 (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the

9 surviving child if one,
EXPI.ANATION-Matler enclosed in bold.faced brackct!l [thus] in the above biIJ

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the Jaw.
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10 (3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

11 (4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no

12 child or parent is living, or

1:1 (5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,

14 or

15 c. A court of competent jurisdietion.r*

1 2. Any person who violates this aet shall be guilty of a misde-

2 meanor*[, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of

3 up to $1,000.00, or both,]* and shall remain liable for any other

4 penalties which may be imposed by the board**', where applicable u .

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

r

r



FOR i~L:{EDlj~iE RELu\SE

Governor Brendan Byrne has signed the .::ol..l.C..... i.'Ll.; b:~ ~2"c::

5-811 and 5-812, sponsored by Senato.: Laurer:..ce. S. ~,'.,,:i_;s (:i"""'~i"::::.ll2sex). ~.;hich

prohibits the interI:!.ent of more than one of a deceased pers:::-. 0;" ::tillcQro ir:.fa:J.t

in the same interoent spac.e or container without proper uritten 2,:lthor-ization.

5-811 applies to cemeteries and 5-812 applies to mQrtici~s.

Proper written c.onsent to a multiple burial. may be given by the de.ce.dent.

before he becomes suc.h~ a court of competent jurisdiction or certain of the

.
decedent's relatives in an order specified in the bill.

5-811 a1.so provides that multiple death burials are pernitted if they

have been contracted for between the purchaser of the space and the o~~er of

the cemetery.

5-1028". sponsored by Senator Natthew Feldman (D-Bergen);tihich permits

minors beL\Oie<"'-D. tlJ..e aga.$ of 16 and 18 to work in the executive offices:. t!!.aintaoance

depar~ts~ or pool. or beach areas of hotels~ motels or guest houses.

-
Under prior law, minors were permitted to work in restaurants ~ provided t:h~y

did not engage in the preparation~ sale or serving of alcoholic beverages:.

tobacco products or photographs and did not participate in dancing or theatrical

exhibitions.

The minors will continue to be protected under other pro'.risions of th~

Child Labor LaT.....

5-1334, sponsored by Senator Carm2n Orechia CD-Essex), \:~Iic.l, eliDin2.tes an

apparent conflict in the statutes ,oIith respect to the te:t'1:'. of of fice. of the

Superintendent of Stai:e Police and the L.Fl:":datory cet:i:,-e~7'':1t \~:-:~·/~sio:1s of the

St~te Police Retirement and Benovelent Fund.

'"4it£S3"---
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