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SENATE, No. 812

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978

By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON
Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SurpLEMENT to the ‘“Mortuary Science Aect,”’ approved June 18,
1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45:7-32 et seq.).

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains
of more than one deceased person **or stillborn infant** in a

coffin, casket, or other container for the purpose of interment,

B W NN = DN

unless other **written** directions have been given by**[:J**
4a ***[**one of the following persons in the following order: the
4B decedent, surviving spouse, person or persons authorizing the
4c fumeral, or a court of competent jurisdiction.**J*** ***the decedent
4p or a court of competent jurisdiction, or the relative or relatives of
4% the decedent in the following order:

47 (1) Surviving spouse;

4a¢  (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the
41 surviving child if one;

41  (3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent;

43 (4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no
4x child or parent is living; or

4. (5) Other mext of kin according to the degree of con-
4m sanguinaty. ***

5 **[a. The decedent,

6 b. A relative or relatives in the order of

7 (1) Surviving spouse,

8 (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the
9 surviving child if one,

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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2

(8) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no
child or parent is living, or

(5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,
or

c. A court of competent jurisdiction.J**

2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor*[, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of
up to $1,000.00, or both,J* and shall remain liable for any other
penalties which may be imposed by the board**, where applicable**.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.



SENATE, No. 812

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978
By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON
Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SuppLEMENT to the ‘‘Mortuary Science Act,”” approved June 18,
1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45:7-32 et seq.).

BE 17 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains
of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or other con-
tainer for the purpose of interment, unless other directions have
been given by:

a. The decedent,

b. A relative or relatives in the order of

(1) Surviving spouse,

(2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the
surviving child if one,

(3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no
child or parent is living, or

(5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,
or

c. A court of competent jurisdiction.

2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor, subjeet to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of up
to $1,000.00, or both, and shall remain liable for any other penalties
which may be imposed by the board.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
This bill would make it unlawful for a funeral director to place
the remains of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or

other container for the purpose of interment, unless other direc-



2

tions have been given by the deeedent, by relatives, or by a court of
competent jurisdiction.

The primary thrust of this bill is to eliminate the practice
whereby funeral directors, without authorization, place the re-
mains of more than one deceased person in a burial container.
Recent disclosures indicate this has happened on a large scale in
certain areas of the State with respect to the interment of babies

or stillboarn infants of the indigent.



SENATE LABOR, INDUSTRY AND
PROFESSIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 812

STATE OF l\:IEW JERSEY

DATED: JANUARY 30, 1979

This bill would make it unlawful for any funeral director to place the
remains of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or other
contains for the purpose of interment, unless other directions have been
given by the decedant, by relatives, or by a court of competent juris-
diction.



SENATE AMENDMENT TO

SENATE, No. 812

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 20, 1979

Amend page 1, section 2, lines 2-3, after ‘‘meanor’’, omit remainder
of line 2 and “‘to $1,000.00, or both,’’ on line 3.

STATEMENT
The purpose of this amendment is to eliminate the specific penalty
provision contained in the bill, so that on and after the effective date
of the New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice, violations will be punish-
able as crimes of the fourth degree.
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SENATE, No. 812

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978
By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON
Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SuppLEMENT to the ‘‘Mortuary Science Act,”’ approved June 18,
1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45:7-32 et seq.).

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains
of more than one deceased person in a coffin, casket, or other con-
tainer for the purpose of interment, unless other directions have
been given by :

a. The decedent,

b. A relative or relatives in the order of

(1) Surviving spouse,

(2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the
surviving child if one,

(3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no
child or parent is living, or

(56) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,
or

c. A court of competent jurisdietion.

2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor*[, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of
up to $1,000.00, or both,]* and shall remain liable for any other
penalties which may be imposed by the board.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION—DMatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus) in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.



ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO

SENATE, No. 812

[OrricianL Corpy REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED APRIL 26, 1979

Amend page 1, section 1, line 2, after ‘‘person’’, insert ‘‘or stillborn
infant’’.

Amend page 1, section 1, line 3, after ‘‘other’’, insert ‘‘written’’.

Amend page 1, section 1, line 4, omit ‘¢ :”’.

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 5-15, omit in entirety and insert ‘‘one
of the following persons in the following order: the decedent, surviving
spouse, person or persons authorizing the funeral, or a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction.’’.

Amend page 1, section 2, line 4, after ‘‘board’’, insert ‘¢, where

applicable”’.



[ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 812

[OrriciaL Cory REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendments adopted April 26, 1979

STATE OF I\:IEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978
By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON
Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SuppLEMENT to the ‘‘Mortuary Science Act,’’ approved June 18,
1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45:7-32 et seq.).

BE 11 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains
of more than one deceased person **or stillborn infamt** in a
coffin, casket, or other container for the purpose of interment,
unless other **writien** directions have been given by**[:J**
**one of the following persons in the following order: the decedent,
Surviving spouse, person or persons authorizing the funeral, or a
court of competent jurisdiction.**

**[a. The decedent,

b. A relative or relatives in the order of

(1) Surviving spouse,

(2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the
surviving child if one,

(3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no
child or parent is living, or

(5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,
or

c. A court of competent jurisdiction.J**

2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor*[[, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of
up to $1,000.00, or both,]* and shall remain liable for any other
penalties which may be imposed by the board**, where applicable**.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.



ASSEMLY AMENDMENT TO

SENATE, No. 812

[OrFiciaL Cory REPRINT]

[AssEMBLY REPRINT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MAY 21, 1979

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 4a-4¢, omit in their entirety, insert ‘‘the
decedent or a court of competent jurisdiction, or the relative or relatives
of the decedent in the following order:

(1) Surviving spouse;

(2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the surviving
child if one;

(3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent;

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no child
or parent is living; or

(5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity.’’.
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SENATE, No. 812

[OrriciaL Copry REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendments adopted April 26, 1979
and Assembly amendment adopted May 21, 1979

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 14, 1978

By Senators WEISS, VREELAND and HAMILTON
Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

A SuprpLEMENT to the ‘‘Mortuary Science Act,’’ approved June 18,
1952 (P. L. 1952, c. 340, C. 45:7-32 et seq.).

1 Be 11 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
2 of New Jersey:

1 1. It shall be unlawful for a funeral director to place the remains
2 of more than one deceased person **or stillborn infant** in a
3 coffin, casket, or other container for the purpose of interment,
4 unless other **written** directions have been given by**[:J**
4a ***[**ome of the following persons in the following order: the
48 decedent, surviving spouse, persom or persons authorizing the
4c fumeral, or a court of competent jurisdiction**J*** ***the decedent
4D or a court of competent jurisdiction, or the relative or relatives of.
4 the decedent i the following order:

4r (1) Surviwing spouse;

4c¢  (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the
4u syrviving child if one;

41 (3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent;

43  (4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no
4x child or parent is living; or

4. (5) Other mext of kin according to the degree of con-
4dm sanguinity.***

5 **[a. The decedent,

6 b. A relative or relatives in the order of

7 (1) Surviving spouse,

8 (2) A majority of surviving children of the decedent or the
9 surviving child if one,

ExpPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus} in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended 10 be omitted in the law.
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(3) The surviving parent or parents of the decedent,

(4) A majority of the brothers and sisters of the decedent if no
child or parent is living, or

(5) Other next of kin according to the degree of consanguinity,
or

c. A court of competent jurisdiction.J**

2. Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor*[, subject to imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine of
up to $1,000.00, or both,1* and shall remain liable for any other
penalties which may be imposed by the board**, where applicable**,

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

———
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B FOR INMMEDIATE RELEASE FOr vuittol L SREATION
EPTINEZR 20, 1979 Jon ot i

Governor Brendan Byrne has signed the following hille:

~r_ >
a4

S-811 and S$-812, sponsored by Senator Laurence 5.
prohibits the interrment of more than ome of a deceased psrsoa or ztillborn infant
in the same intermsnt space or container without proper written authorizaticn.

S—~811 applies to cemeteries and S-812 zpplies to morticiams. _

AProper written consent.to a multiple burial may be given by the dacedent
before he becoma2s such, 2 court of competent jurisdiction or certain of the

decedent’s relatives in an order specified in the bili.

! 3 S§—-811 also provides that multiple death burials are permitted if they

have been contractad for betwaen the purchaser of the space and the owvner of
;i the cem=ztery. ‘ ,i .
3- $-1028, sporsorad by Senator-Mattheﬁ'Feldman‘(DnBergeﬁ);which permits-

minors between tha ages of 16 and 18 to work in the executive offices, maintanance

departments, or pool or beach areas of hotels, motels or guest houses.

Undar prior iaw, minors were permitted to work in restaurants, provided thay
did not engage-in the preparation, ;ale or serving of alcoholic beverages,

tobacco products or photographs and did not participate in dancing or theatrical
exhibitions.

The minors will continue to be protected under other provisioans of tha

S  Child Labor Law.

S-1334, sponsored by Senator Carmen Orechio (D-Essex), which eliminates aa
AR

i 1 apparent conflict in the statutes with respect to the term of office of the

Superintendent of State Police and the mandatory retiremsnt nrovisions of the

State Police Retirement and Benovelent Fund.

|
;
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