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P.L. 2023, CHAPTER 29, approved March 28, 2023
Assembly, No. 4298

AN ACT concerning the retention of certain special license plates
issued by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission and
amending P.L.1983, ¢.165.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1983, c.165 (C.39:3-27.33) is amended to
read as follows:

1. a. Upon the application of any person who is a resident of
this State and who is an active member of a military reserve unit, as
certified by the appropriate military authority, the [director] Chief
Administrator of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission shall
issue for the motor vehicle owned by the person special registration
plates, of a design to be approved by the [director] chief
administrator and at a fee to be prescribed by the [director] chief
administrator, identifying the holder as a member of a military
reserve unit, in addition to the registration number and other
markings or identification otherwise prescribed by law.

b. A member of a military reserve unit who has completed at
least six years of service with a military reserve unit shall not be
required to surrender the registration plates issued pursuant to this
section solely on the basis that the member’s service with the
military reserve unit has come to an end, provided that the member
has been honorably discharged or discharged under general
honorable conditions.

(cf: P.L.1983, c.165, s.1)

2. Section 2 of P.L.1983, ¢.165 (C.39:3-27.34) is amended to
read as follows:

2. The [director] Chief Administrator of the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission shall promulgate rules and regulations
governing the issuance and use of these registration plates and
providing for their surrender by persons who: cease to be [either]
members of a military reserve unit [or] and have completed less
than six years of service with the military reserve unit; cease to be
residents of this State; or are discharged from service other than by
means of an honorable discharge or under general honorable
conditions.

(cf: P.L.1983, c.165, s.2)

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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A4298
2

STATEMENT

The bill clarifies that former members of the a military reserve
unit who completed at least six years of service with a military
reserve unit are not required to surrender special license plates,
issued to them based on their membership in a military reserve unit,
upon being honorably discharged or discharged under general
honorable conditions. Currently, members of a military reserve unit
are required to surrender special license plates issued to them at the
end of their service with the military reserve unit.

Allows certain former members of military reserve units to retain
special license plates after conclusion of service.



ASSEMBLY, No. 4298

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
220th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED JUNE 20, 2022

Sponsored by:

Assemblyman ROBERT J. KARABINCHAK
District 18 (Middlesex)

Assemblyman STERLEY S. STANLEY
District 18 (Middlesex)

Assemblyman HERB CONAWAY, JR.
District 7 (Burlington)

Senator PATRICK J. DIEGNAN, JR.
District 18 (Middlesex)

Senator EDWARD DURR

District 3 (Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblywoman Quijano, Assemblymen Wirths and Space

SYNOPSIS
Allows certain former members-of military reserve units to retain special
license plates after conclusion of service.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced:

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 2/27/2023)
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A4298 KARABINCHAK, STANLEY
2

AN AcT concerning the retention of certain special license plates
issued by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission and
amending P.L.1983, ¢.165.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1983, ¢.165 (C.39:3-27.33) is amended to
read as follows:

1. a. Upon the application of any person who is a resident of
this State and who is an active member of a military reserve unit, as
certified by the appropriate military authority, the [director] Chief
Administrator of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission shall
issue for the motor vehicle owned by the person special registration
plates, of a design to be approved by the [director] chief
administrator and at a fee to be prescribed by the [director] chief
administrator, identifying the holder as a member of a military
reserve unit, in addition to the registration number and other
markings or identification otherwise prescribed by law.

b. A member of a military reserve unit who has completed at
least six years of service with a military reserve unit shall not be
required to surrender the registration plates issued pursuant to this
section solely on the basis that the member’s service with the
military reserve unit has come to an end, provided that the member
has been honorably discharged or discharged under general
honorable conditions.

(cf: P.L.1983, c.165, s.1)

2. Section 2 of P.L.1983, ¢.165 (C.39:3-27.34) is amended to
read as follows:

2. The [director] Chief Administrator of the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission shall promulgate rules and regulations
governing the issuance and use of these registration plates and
providing for their surrender by persons who: cease to be [either]
members of a military reserve unit [or] and have completed less
than six years of service with the military reserve unit; cease to be
residents of this State; or are discharged from service other than by
means of an honorable discharge or under general honorable
conditions.

(cf: P.L.1983, ¢.165, s.2)

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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A4298 KARABINCHAK, STANLEY
3

STATEMENT

The bill clarifies that former members of the a military reserve
unit who completed at least six years of service with a military
reserve unit are not required to surrender special license plates,
issued to them based on their membership in a military reserve unit,
upon being honorably discharged or discharged under general
honorable conditions. Currently, members of a military reserve unit
are required to surrender special license plates issued to them at the
end of their service with the military reserve unit.



ASSEMBLY MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 4298

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 17, 2022

The Assembly Military and Veterans Affairs Committee reports
favorably Assembly Bill No. 4298.

The bill clarifies that former members of a military reserve unit
who completed at least six years of service with a military reserve
unit are not required to surrender special license plates, issued to
them based on their membership in a military reserve unit, upon
being honorably discharged or discharged under general honorable
conditions.  Currently, members of a military reserve unit are
required to surrender special license plates issued to them at the end
of their service with the military reserve unit.



SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 4298

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 1, 2022

The Senate Transportation Committee reports favorably Assembly
Bill No. 4298.

As reported, this bill clarifies that former members of a military
reserve unit who completed at least six years of service with a military
reserve unit are not required to surrender special license plates, issued
to them based on their membership in a military reserve unit, upon
being honorably discharged or discharged under general honorable
conditions. Currently, members of a military reserve unit are required
to surrender special license plates issued to them at the end of their
service with the military reserve unit.

As reported, Assembly Bill No. 4298 is identical to Senate Bill No.
3081, which was also reported by the committee on this date.



SENATE, No. 3081

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
220th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

Sponsored by:

Senator PATRICK J. DIEGNAN, JR.

District 18 (Middlesex)

Senator EDWARD DURR

District 3 (Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem)

SYNOPSIS
Allows certain former members of military reserve units to retain special
license plates after conclusion of service.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 2/27/2023)
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S3081 DIEGNAN, DURR
2

AN AcT concerning the retention of certain special license plates
issued by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission and
amending P.L.1983, ¢.165.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1983, ¢.165 (C.39:3-27.33) is amended to
read as follows:

1. a. Upon the application of any person who is a resident of
this State and who is an active member of a military reserve unit, as
certified by the appropriate military authority, the [director] Chief
Administrator of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission shall
issue for the motor vehicle owned by the person special registration
plates, of a design to be approved by the [director] chief
administrator and at a fee to be prescribed by the [director] chief
administrator, identifying the holder as a member of a military
reserve unit, in addition to the registration number and other
markings or identification otherwise prescribed by law.

b. A member of a military reserve unit who has completed at
least six years of service with a military reserve unit shall not be
required to surrender the registration plates issued pursuant to this
section solely on the basis that the member’s service with the
military reserve unit has come to an end, provided that the member
has been honorably discharged or discharged under general
honorable conditions.

(cf: P.L.1983, c.165, s.1)

2. Section 2 of P.L.1983, ¢.165 (C.39:3-27.34) is amended to
read as follows:

2. The [director] Chief Administrator of the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission shall promulgate rules and regulations
governing the issuance and use of these registration plates and
providing for their surrender by persons who: cease to be [either]
members of a military reserve unit [or] and have completed less
than six years of service with the military reserve unit; cease to be
residents of this State; or are discharged from service other than by
means of an honorable discharge or under general honorable
conditions.

(cf: P.L.1983, ¢.165, s.2)

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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S3081 DIEGNAN, DURR
3

STATEMENT

The bill clarifies that former members of the a military reserve
unit who completed at least six years of service with a military
reserve unit are not required to surrender special license plates,
issued to them based on their membership in a military reserve unit,
upon being honorably discharged or discharged under general
honorable conditions. Currently, members of a military reserve unit
are required to surrender special license plates issued to them at the
end of their service with the military reserve unit.



SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 3081

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 1, 2022

The Senate Transportation Committee reports favorably Senate
Bill No. 3081.

As reported, this bill clarifies that former members of a military
reserve unit who completed at least six years of service with a military
reserve unit are not required to surrender special license plates, issued
to them based on their membership in a military reserve unit, upon
being honorably discharged or discharged under general honorable
conditions. Currently, members of a military reserve unit are required
to surrender special license plates issued to them at the end of their
service with the military reserve unit.

As reported, Senate Bill No. 3081 is identical to Assembly Bill No.
4298, which was also reported by the committee on this date.



11/25/24, 11:52 AM Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Signs Legislation Allowing Certain Veterans to Keep Special Military License Plates Up...

Governor Murphy Signs Legislation Allowing Certain Veterans to Keep
Special Military License Plates Upon Conclusion of Service

03/28/2023

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today signed a bill (A-4298) into law to allow veterans who have completed at least six years of service with a military reserve unit to keep spe
license plates identifying them as a member of the military following the conclusion of their service.

“Veterans who dedicated years of their lives to serving our country deserve our respect and appreciation,” said Governor Murphy. “Allowing veterans to keep the license plates th
identify their military service upon the conclusion of their time in a military reserve unit is one way our state can honor that service.”

“The Motor Vehicle Commission is proud to play a part in recognizing military service in New Jersey with special license plates,” said Motor Vehicles Commission Acting Chief
Administrator Latrecia Littles-Floyd. “This legislation signals to veterans that the time they've served is valued and cherished. Importantly, it helps underscore that their extraorc
contributions to our country are enduring — extending far beyond their time in uniform.”

“As we seek to support Service Members who have concluded their military service, this change allows us to honor their time in uniform,” said U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Lisa J. Hou,
The Adjutant General of New Jersey and Commissioner of Veterans Affairs. “This is yet one more step toward demonstrating that New Jersey is committed to doing just that.”

New Jersey residents who are active members of a military reserve unit are allowed to request the Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC) issue them license plates identifying them
member, but must surrender the plates to the MVC upon the conclusion of their service. Today'’s legislation will allow former members with at least six years of service to retain
special license plates as long as they were discharged honorably or with a general discharge under honorable conditions.

Sponsors of the bill include Senator Patrick Diegnan and Assemblyman Robert Karabinchak, as well as Senator Edward Durr and Assemblymen Sterley Stanley and Herb Conaw:

“Military reserve units remain ready to put their lives on the line to protect our freedoms at a moment'’s notice,” said Senator Diegnan. “Currently, members are required to surren:
special license plates issued to them at the end of their service. | am honored to have sponsored this law to rectify this and commemorate their invaluable service.”

“Former military reserve members shouldn't have to surrender special license plates after spending upwards of six years in the reserves,” said Assemblyman Karabinchak. “The:

license plates are a badge of honor, representing their service and dedication to our country. Allowing former military reserve members to keep their plates as a tribute to their s¢
the right thing to do.”

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562023/approved/20230328b.shtml 17



