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By Assemblywoman MARGETTS

AX Acr to amend the title of ‘*An act authorizing municipalities
to establish conservation commissions and supplementing Title
40 of the Revised Statutes,”’ approved August 6, 1968 (P. L.
1968, ¢. 245), so that the same shall read ‘‘ An act authorizing mu-
nicipalities to establish environmental commissions and supple-
menting Title 40 of the Revised Statutes,”” and to amend and

supplement the body of said act.

BE 1t ENaCTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. The title of P. L. 1968, c. 245 1s amended to read as follows:
An act authorizing municipalities to establish [conservation]}
environmental commissions and supplementing Title 40 of the Re-
vised Statutes.

2. Section 1 of P. L. 1968, c. 245 (C. 40:56A~1) is amended to read
as follows:

1. Commission; appointment; terms; vacancies. The governing
body of any municipality may by ordinance establish [a conserva-
tion} an environmental commission for the protection, development
or use of natural resources, including water resources, located
within its territorial limits. The commission shall consist of not
less than five nor mnore than seven members, appointed by the mayor
or other chief executive officer of the municipality, one of whom
shall also be a member of the municipal plarning board and all of
whom shall be residents of the municipality; the members shall
serve without compensation except as hereinafter provided. The
mayor or other chief executive officer of the municipality shall
designate one of the members to serve as chairman and presiding
officer of the comunission. The terms of office of the first commis-
sioners shall be for 1, 2 or 3 years, to be designated by the mayvor
in making his appointments so that tlie terms of approximately %

ExXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law,
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ol the members will expire each vear, and their snccessors < 01 he
appointed for terms of 2 yvears and until the appoinim-r- =nd
qualification of thelr successors. The mayor or governing bady of
the municipalily may remove any member of the commi-iisn for
catse, on writteu charges served upon the menber and af'ter a bear-
ing thereon at wlich the member sball be entitled to be heard in
person or by counsel. .\ vacaney on the commission oceurring
otherwixe than by cxpiration of a term shall be filled for the un-
expired term 1n the same manner as an original appointment.

3. Section 2 of I’. L. 1968, ¢. 245 ((C. 40:56A-2) 1s amended to
read as follows:

2. Powers of commission. [A conservation] dn environmental
commission organized under this act shall have power to conduect
rescarch into the use and possible use of the open land areas of the
municipality and may coordinate the activities of unofficial bodies
organized for similar purposes, and may advertise, prepare, print
and distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets which in
its judgment it deems necessary for its purposes. It xhall keep au
index of all open areas, publicly or privately owned, including open
marshlands, swamps and other wetlands, in order to obtain in-
formation on the proper use of such areax, and may from time 1o
time recommend to the planning hoard or, i1t none, to the mayor and
coverning body of the municipality plans and programs for in-
clusion in a municipal master plan and the development and use of
such areas.

4. Section 3 of P. L. 1968, ¢. 245 (. 40:36A-3) is amended to read
as follows:

3. Acquisitions hv commission. [A conscrvation] Az envirvon-
mental commission muy, subjeet to the approval of the governing
body, acquire property, both real and personal, in the name of the
municipality by gift. purchase, grant, bequest, devise or lease for
any of its purposes and shall adiminister the sanie for sueh purposes
subjeet to the terms of the conveyance or gift. Such un acquisition
may be to acquire the fee or any lesser interest, development right,
casement (inctuding conservation easenient), covenanl or other
contractual right (ineluding a conveyance on conditions or with
limitations or reversions), as mav be necessary to acquire, main-
tain, improve, profect, limit the {uture use of, or otherwise conserve
and properly ntilize open spaces and other land and water areas in
the municipality.

5. Seetion 4 of P. L. 1968, ¢. 245 (C. 40:56A—4) 1s amended to

read as follows:
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4. Records and annual report. [A couservation] A= environ-
mental commission shall keep records of its meetings and activities
and shall make an annual report to the governing body of the
munieipality.

6. Scetion d of P. L. 1968, ¢. 245 (. 40:56A-5) is amended to read
as follows:

3. Appropriation. The governing body of a municipality may
appropriate ‘'unds for the expenses incurred by the [eonservation]
environmental commission. The commission may appoint such
clerlis and other employees as it may from time to time require and
as shall be within the limits of funds appropriated to it.

7. An environmental commiizsion shall have power to study and
make recommendations concerning open space preservation, water
resources management, air pollution control. solid waste manage-
ment, noise coutrol, soil and landxcape protection, environmental
appearance, marine resources and protection of flora and fauna.

8. Any conseration commission establishied pursuant to this act
shall be an environmental commission.

9. This act shall take etfect immediately.

STATEMENT
In 1968 the Legislature passed an act authorizing munieipal
conservation commissions, Since that time over 100 municipalities
have created conservation commissions. This act is designed to
strengthen and promote this movement by broadening the powers
and responsibilities of the commissions. The act authorizes studies
into all areas of environiental concern while continuing the com-

missions as citizen advisory bodies which make recommendations to

the elected governing hody.
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Assembly Bill No. 2 alters the title of municipal conservation com-
mission to that of an environmental commission and expands the scope
of its authority. As presently constituted, a municipal conservation
commission is primarily an educational-informational and advisory
body concerned with the utilization of open land, including wetland
areas: it also has the power to acquire and administer certain real and
personal property for any of its purposes.

The grant of broader authority is delineated in paragraph 7 and
entails the power and responsibility to study and make recommenda-
tions on a wide range of environmental matters: thie preservation of
open spaccs, water resources management, air pollution control, solid
waste management, noise control, soil and landscape protection, environ-
mental appearance, marine resources and tlie protection of flora anrl
fauna.

Paragraph & provides that any municipal conservation commtission
already created pursuant to C. 40:36A-1 et seq. shall be designated an

environmental commisison.
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