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ASSEMBL Y, No. 1634 
---+---­

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED SEPr.l"K~fBER 25, 1978 

By Assemblymen VTSOTCKY, HOLLI~NBECK, CONTILLO 

and BAIDR 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

AN ACT to amend" An act concerning the product1on, handling and 

distribution of milk, cream and milk products, supplementing 

Title 24 of the Revised Statutes and repealing sections 24- :10-1 

to 24 :10-57, inclusive, and 24 :10-89 to 24 :10-103, inclusive, of the 

Revised Statutes and chapter 195 of the lmvs of 1938", approved 

May 18, 1964- (P. L. 19G4, c. 62). 
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BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the Btute 

of New Jersey: 

1. Section 23 of P. L. 1964, c. 62 (C. 24:10-57.23) is amended to 

read as follows: 
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23. Containers of milk, certified milk, Vitamin D milk, [and] 

homogenized milk, low fat milk, protein fortified lou) fat milk, skim 

milk, protein fortified skim milk, nonfat milk, protein fortified 

nonfat milk, flavored milks and dairy d'rinks, buttermilk, cultured 

b'uttermilk, yogurt, eggnog, creams, half-and-half and all other 

fillid 1n/ilk products *des'igl1ated by the department* shall be 

marked witll the name (lnd address of the processor or the 

pasteurizing plant numher as assigned by the department or 

the state of origin and tll(' name and address of tte distributor. 

[The] All containers oj fluid milk products. including those 

12A mentioned above, intended fur sale to consumers, (except for 

13 those products which are sterilized and packaged in hermetically 

14 sealed containers), shall be marked with [the] a legend" NOT TO 

15 BE SOLD AFTER", or" SELL BY", or any other clearly under­

16 standable legend approved by the department, [(insert in a clear 

17 and legible manner] followed or accompanied by the first three 

18 letters of the month where possible, but in no instance less than two 

19 letters, or numerical designation approved by the department to 

20 designate the month and the '~[date]* '~day* of the month which 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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21 shall be [no later than 5 days following the date of pasteurization.] 

22 a date established in r~gldrrtion by the department following the 

23 date of pasteurization. The date shall be based on consideration of 

24 wholesomeness and eM/SUllie,' palatab'ility of the product. The date 

25 of pasteurization shall be that of 6 a.m. at the end of the 24-hoUl' 

2G pel'iod during which pasteurization took plaue. If two lotters are 

27 used the letters MR shall mean .MARCH ullCIMY shall mean ::YIAY; 

28 IN shallmeull .lUXE and JL blutll meall .TULY [)].["] No fluid 

29 milk product listed in this section shall he sold or offered for sale 

30 after 11 :59 p.m. of tbe dat€c' uppearing on the containers so marked. 

31 "[The]* "Based upon dijj'erencesin nlanufacturing procedures 

32 and evidence relating tu keeping Cjualdy of the product. the 

33 department rnal! determine that the "shelf-life expiration date" 

34 applicable to s011le fluid milk products other than milk be 

35 deterlliined by the processor. }Vhen any processor is authorized 

36 by the department to establish (( "shelf-life expiration date" fOT 

37 a fluid milk product other than milk, the'~ processor, prior to 

38 determining the date beyond which any "Sitch" *[of his]" fluid 

;39 iJlilk *[produets]""prorllU't* may 'nut be sold or offered for sale, 

40 shrrll notify the department of the intended ,. shelf-life expiration 

41 date" selected by him for 'i[each of the]x, *such* fluid milk 

42 *[products]* "'prodllet*intended for sale. All data and material 

42A used by the processor or 1nannfacturcr in his determination of this 

42B date shall be made available to the commissioner upon request. If 

42c the data and material submitted does not, in the opinion of the 

42D commissioner, just'ity the "shelf-life expiration date", the com­

42E missioner shall z)rohibit the sale of the product until s'uch time as 

42E' satisfactory data is suppZ,ied 01' until a new (( shelf-life expiration 

42G date" consistent with the data is applied to the product. 

43 The department shall periodically review the keeping q1wlity of 

44 milk and milk products by scientific shelf-life tests, recognizing the 

45 different methods of pasteurization, processing and packaging, to 

46 determine that shelf-life expiration dates stated on the containers 

47 assure the consumer of acceptable quality milk and milk prod1~cts 

48 when kept under nor'mal storage conditions. Samples for shelf-life 

49 evalua.fion will be obtained at the processing plant, from delivery 

50 trucks or from retail outlets. The temperature of the sample at the 

51 time of collection shall be officially recorded by the collector. N oth­

52 ing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the department 

53 from taking special samples for analysis and making special tests 

54 in order to assure all milk and milk products comply with the 

55 minimum standards of freshness, quality and palatability. In the 
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56 event the depa,rtment determines a processor's or a manufacturer's 

57 shelf-life for a given product is improper, the department shall im­

58 mediately take such samples as are necessary for full and complete 

59 recheck of the shelf-life of the product. If the full and complete 

60 recheck confirms that the shelf-life of the product is improper, the 

61 department shall serve written notice on the processor 01' manu­

62 facturer and the processor or manufacturer immediately upon re­

63 ceipt of S~tch notice shall alter the shelf-life expiration date of the 

64 product to comply with the department findings. COmlJliance shall 

65 be with the next processing of the product after receipt of such 

66 department notice. This rule does not apply to containers of fluid 

67 mille products which are not to be sold in the State of New Jersey. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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STATEMENT 

Currently, the only statutory protection offered consumer,s for 

the freshness of milk and milk products applies to whole white 

mille This is through a "pull date" law enacted in 19'72. Also, the 

Department of Health has the authority, by regulation, to establish 

pull dates for other milk products. The Department has established 

such dates for most products. 

This legislation, more comprehensive than existing law, would 

require the Department to establish such pull dates for all fluid 

milk products. It recognizes that the "shelf life" differs among 

these products and, therefore, authorizes ~the Department to 

establish varying pull dates for the different products. 

1/. "311 (1'11'1)
 



ASSEMBLY INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

S'fATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1634 
with Assembly committee amendments 

• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
-+ 

DATED: DECEMBER 4, 1978 

This bill requires the Department of Health to establish expiration 

dates for all fluid milk products. It further requires that the container 

of such products be marked with appropriate expiration dates. 

The committee amended the bill to clarify the role of the processors 

of fluid milk products in determining expiration dates. As amended the 

bill indicates that the department may determine that a "shelf-life 

expiration date" applicable to some fluid milk products other than milk 

may be established by the processor. 



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND WELFARE
 
COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1634 
with A8sembly committee amendments 

--------+--­

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
-_.---+-----­

DATED: JUNE 21, 1979 

This bill requires the Department of Health to establish expiration 

dates for all fluid milk products. It further requires that the container 

of such products be marked with appropriate dates. 

The bill also authorizes the department to permit fluid milk products 

processors to establish the" shelf-life expiration date" that would he 

applicable to some fluid milk products other than milk. 
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