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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1980 SESSION

By Senators A. RUSSO and GREGORIO

AN Acr concerning the lawful possession of weapons by certain

persons and amending N. J. S, 2C:39-6.

Be 1t EnAcTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. N. J. 8. 2C:39-6 is amended to read as follows:

2(":39-4. Exemptions. a. Section 2(:39-5 does not apply to:

(1) Members of the Armed Forces of the United States or of the
National Guard while actually on duty, or while traveling between
places of duty and carrying authorized weapons in the manner
prescribed by the appropriate military authorities;

(2) Federal law enforcement officers, and any other Iederal
officers and employees required to carry firearms in the perform-
ance of their official duties;

(3) Members of the State Police, a motor vehicle inspector;

(4) A sheriff, undersheriff, sheriff’s officer, county prosecutor,
assistant prosecutor, prosecutor’s detective or investigator, deputy
attorney general or State Investigator employed by the Division of
Criminal Justice of the Department of Law and Public Safety,
investigator employed by the State Commission of Investigation,
inspectors and investigators of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage
Control in the Department of Law and Public Safety, State park
ranger, or State conservation officer;

(b) A prison or jail warden of any penal institution in this State
or his deputies, [a correction officer or keeper of any penal institu-
tion in this State,} or an employee of the Department of Corrections
engaged in the interstate transportation of convicted offenders,
while in the performance of his duties, and when required to possess
such a weapon by his superior officer, or a correction officer or
Leeper of a penal institution in this State at all times while in the

EXPLANATION—DMatter enclosed in bold-fuced hrackets [thnsl in the above hill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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State of New Jersey *provided he annually passes an examination
approved by the superintendent testing his proficiency m the hax -
dling of firearms*;

(6) A civilian employece of the United States Government under
the supervision of the commanding officer of any post, camp, sta-
tion, base or other military or naval installation located in this
State who is required, in the performance of his official duties, to
carry firearms, and who is aunthorized to carry such firearms by
said commanding officer, while in the actual performance of his
official duties;

(7) A regularly emploved member, including a detective, of the
police department of any county or municipality, or of any State,
interstate, municipal or county park police force or boulevard police
force, at all times while in the State of New Jersey, or a special
policeman appointed by the governing body of any county or
municipality or by the commission, board or other body having
control of a county park or boulevard police force, while engaged
in the actual performance of his official duties and when specifically
authorized by the governing body to carry weapons.

b. Subsections a., b. and e. of section 2C:39-5 do not apply to:

(1) A law enforcement officer employed by a governmental
agency outside of the State of New Jersey while actually engaged
in his official duties, provided, however, that he has first notified
the superintendent or the chief law enforcement officer of the mu-
nicipality or the prosecutor of the county in which he is engaged; or

(2) A licensed dealer in firearms and his registered employees
during the course of their normal business while traveling to and
from their place of business and other places Tor the purpose of
demonstration, exhibition or delivery in connectiou with a sale,
provided, however, that any such weapon is carried in the manner
specified in subsection g. of thiy section .

¢. Subsections b. and c. of section 2C:39-5 do not apply to:

(1) A **special agent of the Division of Taration who has passed
an examination in an approved police traiming program testing
proficiency in the handling of any firearm which he may be required
to carry or a** railway policenian, while in the actual performance
of his official duties and while going to or from his place of duty, a
campus police officer appointed pursuant to P. L. 1970, e. 211
(C. 18A:6-4.2 et seq.) or an) other police officer, while in the actual
performance of his official duties;

(2) A state deputy conservation officer or a full-time employee of

the Division of Parks and Porestry having the power of arrest and
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autborized to carry weaponx, while in the actual performance of
his official duties;

(3) A full-time member of the marine patrol forece or a special
maiine patrolman authoiized to carry such a weapon by the Com-
missioner of FKnvironmental PProtection, while in the actual per-
formance of his official duties[:J;

(4) A court attendant serving as such under appointment by the
sheriif of thie county or by the judge or magistrate of any court
of this State, while in the actual performance of his offiical duties;

(5) A guard in the employ of any railway express company,
baunking or bnilding and loan or savings and loan institution of
this State, while in the actual performance of his official duties;

(6) A member of a legally recognized military organization while
actually under orders or while going to or from the prescribed
piace of meeting and carrying the weapons prescribed for drill,
exercise or parade;

(7) An officer of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, while in the actual performance of his duties; or

(8) An employee of a public utilities corporation actually en-
gaged in the transportation of explosives.

d. Subsections c¢. and d. of section 2C:39-5 do not apply to
antique firearms, provided that such antique firearms are unloaded
or are being fired for the purposes of exhibition or demonstration
at an authorized target range or in such other manner as has
been approved in writing by the chief law enforcement officer of
the municipaliy in which the exhibition or demonstration is held.

e. Nothing in subsections b., e. and d. of section 2C:39-5 shall
be construed to prevent a person keeping or carrying about his
place of business, residence, premises or other land owned or
possessed by him, any firearm, or from carrying the same, in the
manner specified in subsection g. of this section, from any place of
purchase to his residence or place of business between his dwellings
and his place of business, between one place of business or residence
and another when moving, or between his dwelling or place of
business and place where such firearms are repaired, for the
purpose of repair. For the purposes of this section, a place of
business shall be deemed to be a fixed location.

f. Nothing in subsections b., ¢. and d. of section 2C:39-5 shall be

101 construed to prevent:

102

(1) A member of any rifle or pistol club organized in accordance

103 with the rules preseribed by the National Board for the Promotion

104 of Rifle Practice, in going to or from a place of target practice,
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carrying such firearms as are necessary for said target practice,
provided that the club has filed a copy of its charter with the super-
intendent and annually submits a list of its members to the
superintendent, and provided further that the irearms are carried
in the manner specified in subscetion g. of this section;

(2) A person carrying a firearm or knife in the woods or fields
or upon the waters of this State tor the purpose of hunting, target
practice or fishing, provided that the firearm or knife is legal aud
appropriate for hunting or fishing purposes in this State and he
has in his possession a valid hunting license, or, with respect to
fresh water fishing, a valid fishing license;

(8) A person transporting any firearm or knife while traveling:

(a) Directly to or from any place for the purpose of hunting or
fishing, provided such person has in his possession a valid hunting
or fishing license; or

(b) Directly to or from any target range, or other authorized
place for the purpose of practice, match, target, trap or skeet shoot-
ing exhibitions, provided in all cases that during the course of
such travel all firearms are carried in the manner specified in sub-
section g. of this section and the person has complied with all the
provisions and requirements of Title 23 of the Revised Statutes
and any amendments thereto and all rules and regulations promul-
gated thereunder:

(¢) In the case of a firearm, directly to or from any exhibition
or display of firearms which 1s sponsored by any law enforcement
agency, any rifle or pistol club, or any firearms collectors club,
for the purpose of displaying of the firearms to the public or to the

members of such organization or club, provided, however, that not

3 less than 30 days prior to such exhibition or display, notice ot such

exhibition or display shall be given to the Superintendent of the

State Police by the sponsoring organization or club, and the spon-

5 sor has complied with such reasonable safety regulations or the

superintendent may promulgate. Any firearms transported pur-
suant to this section must be transported in the manner specified
in paragraph g. of this section.

g. All weapons being transported under subsections b. (2), e.
or f. (1) or (3) of this section shall be carried unloaded and con-
tained in a closed and fastened case, gunbox, securely tied package,
or locked in the trunk of the antomobile in which it is being trans-
ported, and the course of travel shall include only such deviations
as are reasonably necessary under the circumstances,

2. This act shall take effect immediately.



ASSEMBLY COUNTY GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, Ne. 679

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MAY 14, 1981

Senate Bill No. 679 amends N. J. 8. 2C:39-6 to permit corrections
officers to carry firearms when they are off duty. In order to secure
permission to carry a firearm when off duty, a corrections officer must
annually pass an examination, approved by the superintendent, which
tests the officers proficiency in the handling of firearms.

Under current law, corrections officers can earry firearms only when
they are on duty or when they are required to do so by their superior
officer.

The committee amended the bill so that it would conform with the
provisions of P. I.. 1981, e. 108.



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND DEFENSE
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 679

with Senate committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: FEBRUARY 2, 1981

This bill would permit corrections officers to carry firearms while
off duty. Presently, such officers can only carry firearms when on duty
and required to do so by their superior officers. The committee amended
the bill to provide that in order to qualify for an exemption, each officer
must annually qualify through an examination testing his proficiency
in the handling of firearms.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FUR PURTHIIL INrIRMATIGN

SN R AT
OCTOBER 15, 1981 ' FATHRYN FOUSYTU

Governor Brendan Byrne has signed $5-679, sponsored by Senator
Anthony Russo (D-Union), which permits a corrections officer to carry a
firearm at all times, provided he/she passes an annual State Police
examination to test proficiency in handling the firearm.

By;gg,signed ;hgibill before 1¢aving thg State late last week.

Undar prior law, correction officers could carry firearms Qhen engagad
in the iztarstate transportation of convicted offenders, while in the
perforza=cze of their duties, and when required to possess a firearm by a

superior cificer.
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