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[SECOND OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 888 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 19, 1982 

By Senator LIPMAN 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

AN ACT concerning children born out-of-wedlock, supplementing 

chapter 17 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes and repealing parts 

of the statutory law pertaining thereto. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "New Jersey 

2 Parentage Act." 

1 2. As used in this act, "parent and child relationship" means 

2 the legal relationship existing between a child and ·[his]* ·the 

3 child's· natural or adoptive parents incident to which the law 

4 confers or imposes rights, privileges, duties, and obligations. It 

5 includes the mother and child relationship and the father and child 

6 relationship. 

1 3. The parent and child relationship extends equally to every 

2 child and to evpry parent, regardless of the marital status of the 

3 parents. 

1 4. The parent and child relationship between a child and 

2 a. The natural mot her may be established by proof of her having 

3 given birth to the child, or under this act; 

4 b. The natural father may be established by proof that his 

5 paternity has been adjudicated under prior law; under the laws 

6 governing probate; by an order of a court of competent jurisdic­

7 tion in another stat e or under this act; 

8 c. An adoptive parent may be established by proof of adop­

9 tion·[.]·· j. 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
i. not enacted and I" intended to be omitted in the la,.. 

Matter printed in italic8 thus i8 new matter. 
Matter	 encl08ed in a8teri8k8 01' 8tar8 has been adopted a8 folIow8:
 

·-Senate committee amendment8 adopted June 21, 1982.
 
• ·-A8sembly committee amendment8 adopted October 25, 1982. 
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10 ·d. The natural mother Iff the nat1tral father may be terminated 

11 by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction in granting a judg­

12 ment of adoption or as -the result of an action to terminate parental 

13 rights.· 

1 5. Notwithstanding any other law concerning public hearings and 

2 records, any action or proceeding held under this act shall be held 
- .. _. - " .....,.. 

3 in closed court without admittance of any person other than those 

4 necessary to the action or proceeding. All papers and records and 

5 any information pertaining to an action or proceeding held under 

6 this act which may reveal the identity of any party in an action, 

7 other than the final judgment or the birth certificate, whether part 

8 of the permanent record of the court or of a file with the State 

9 registrar of vital statistics or elsewhere are confidential and are 

10 subject to inspection only upon consent of the court and all parties 

11 to the action who are still living, or in exceptional cases only upon 

12 an order of the court for compelling reason clearly and convinc­

13 ingly shown. 

1 6. a. A .man is presumed to be the natural father of a child if: 

2 (1) He and the child's natural mother are or have been married 

3 to each other and the child is born during the marriage, or within 

4 300 days after the marriage is terminated by death, annulment or 

5 divorce; 

6 (2) ~efore the child's birth, he and the child's natural mother 

7 have attempted to marry each other by a marriage solemnized in 

8 apparent compliance with law, although the attempted marriage 

9 is or could be declared invalid, and 

10 (a) if the attempted marriage could be declared invaUd 

11 only by a court, the child is born during the attempted mar­

12 riage, or within 300 days after its termination by death, 

13 annulment or divorce; or 

14 (b) if the attempted marriage is invalid without a court 

15 order. the child is born within 300 days after the termination 

16 of cohabitation; 

17 (3) After the child's birth, he and the child's natural mother have 

18 married, or attempted to marry, each other by a marriage solem­

19 nized in apparent compliance with law, although the attempted 

20 marriage is or could be declared invalid, and 

21 (a) he has acknowledged his paternity of the child in writ ­

22 ing filed with the local registrar of vital statistics, 

23 (b) he has sought to have his name placed on the child's 

24 birth certificate as the child's futher pursuant to R. S. 26 :8-40' 

25 or 

26 . (c)he openly holds -out the child as hisnatur'aL child; or 
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27 (d) he is obligated to support the child under a writteu 

28 voluntary agreement or court orde?"· 

29 (4) While the child is under the age of majority, he receives t!le 

30 child into his home and openly holds out the child as his natural 

31 child; 

32 (5) ·While the child is under the age of majority he provides 

33 support for the child and openly holds out the child as his natural 

34 child; or 

35 (6) He acknowledges his paternity of the child in a writing filed 

36 with the local registrar ·of vital statistics· which shall promptly 

37 inform the mother of the filing of the acknowledgment, and she does 
.	 . 

38 not dispute the acknowledgment within a reasonable time after 

39 being informed thereof, in a writing filed with the local registrar. 

40 If another man is presumed under this section to be the child's 

41 father, acknowledgment may be ~ffected only with the written 

42 consent of the presumed father or after the presumption has been 

43 rebutted. Each attempted acknowledgment whether or not effective 

44 shall be kept on file by the local registrar •of vital statistics· and 

45 shall entitle the person who filed it to notice of all proceedings con­

46 cerning parentage and adoption of the child as provided in section 

47 10 of this act and pursuant to section 9 of P. L. 1977, c. 3h7 

47A (C. 9:3-45). 

48 b. A presumption under this section may be rebutted in an 

49 appropriate action only by clear and convincing evidence. If two 

50 or more presumptions arise which conflict with each other, the 

51 presumption which on the facts is founded on the weightier consid­

52 ,erations of policy and logic controls. The presumption is rebutted 

53 . by a court order terminating the presumed father's paternal right::; 

.54	 . or by establishing that another man is the child's natural or adop­

55 tive father. 

56 . ·c. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section to the contrary, 

57 in an action brought under this act against the legal representative 

58 or the estate of a deceased alleged father, the criteria in paragraphs 

59 (4) and (5) of subsection a. of this section shall not constitute pre­

60 sumptions but shall be considered by the court t.ogether with all of 

61 the evidence submitted. The decision of the court shall be based 

62 .. on a preponderance of the evidence. 

63 d. In the absence ola presumption, the C01lrt shall decide whether 

64 the parent and child relationship exists based upon a preponderance 

65 of the e.vidence.· 

1 7. a. If, under the supervision of a licensed physician and with 

2 the consent of her husband, a wife is inseminated .artificially witJl 

3 semen donated by a man not her husband, the husband is treated:in 
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4 law as if he were thenatul'Hl lather of a child thereby conceived. 

5 r:ehe husband's consent shall be ill writing and signed by him and 

6 his wife. The physician shall certify their signatures and the date 

7 of the insemination ·upon forms provided by the Department of 

8 Health·, and file the husband's consent with the State Department 

9 of Health, where it shall be kept confidential and in a sealed file. 

10 However, the physician's failure to do so shall not affect the father 

11 and child relationship. All papers and records pertaining to the 

12 insemination, whether part of the permanent record of a court or 

13 of a file held by the supervising physician or elsewhere, are subject 

14 to inspection only upon an order of the court for compelling reasons 

14A clearly and convincingly ShOWll. 

15 b. Unless the donor of semen and the woman have entered into 

16 a written contract to the contrary, the donor of semen provided to 

17 a licensed physician for use in artificial insemination of a woman 

18 other than the donor's wife is treated in law as if he were not the 

19 father of a child thereby conceived and shall have no rights or 

20 duties stemming from the conception of a child. 

1 8. ·[a. A child, the natural mother, a man presumed to be the 

2 father under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of section 6a., or the 

3 Division of Public Welfare of the Department of Human Services 

4 or the county welfare agency may bring an action: 

5 At any time for the purpose of declaring the existence of the 

6 father and child relationship presumed under paragraph (1), (2), 

7 (3) of section 6a.; or 

8 (2) An action to determine the nonexistence of the father and 

9 child relationship presumed under section 6a. may be brought at 

10 any time by the child, the mother or personal representative of the 

11 child, the State agency chargeable by law with the support of the 

12 child, the personal representative or a parent of the mother if the 

12A mother has died or is a minor, a man alleged or alleging himself 

12B to be the father, or the personal representative or a parent of the 

120 alleged father if the alleged father has died or is a minor. 

13 After the presumption has been rebutted, paternity of the child 

14 by another man may be determined in the same action, if he has 

15 been made a party. 

16 b. The child, the mother or personal representative of the child, 

17 the Division of Public Welfare in the Department of Human Ser­

18 vices or the county welfare agency, the personal representative 

19 or a parent of the mother if the mother has died, a man alleged 

20 or alleging himself to be the father, the personal representa­

21 tive or a parent of the alleged father if the alleg'ed father has died 

22 or is a minor, or any person with an interest recognized as justicia­
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23 ble by the court may bring all action at any time for the purpose 

24 of determining the existence or nonexistence of the father and child 

25 relationship presumed under paragraph (4), (5) or (6) of sec­

26 tion 6a. 

27 c. An action to determine the existence of the father and child 

28 relationship with respect to a child who has no presumed father 

29 under section 6 may be brought by the child, the mother or personal 

30 representative of the child, the Division of Public Welfare in 

31 the Department of Human Services or the county welfare 

32 agency, the personal representative OT a parent of the mother 

33 if the mother has died, a man alleged or alleging himself to be the 

34 father, or the personal representative or a parent of the alleged 

35 father if the alleged father has died or is a minor or any person 

36 with an interest recognized as jnsticiable.]· 

37 ·a. A child, a legal representative of the child, the nat~wal mother, 

38 the estate or legal representative of the mother if the mother has 

39 died or is a minor, a man alleged or alleging hirnself to be the father, 

40 the estate or legal representative of the alleged father if the alleged 

41 father has died or is a minor, the Division of P~~blic Welfare in the 

42 Department of Human Services, or the cotmty welfare agency, or 

43 any person with an interest recognized as justiciable by the court 

44 may bring or defend an action or be made a IJarty to an action at 

45 any time for the purpose of determining the existence or nonexist­

46 ence of the parent and child relationship. 

47 b. No action shall be brought ~tnder this act more than 5 years 

48 after the child attains the age of majority. 

49 c. The death of the alleged father shall not cause abatement of 

50 any action to establish paternity and an action to determine the 

51 existence or nonexistence of the parent and child relationship may 

52 be instituted 01' continued against the estate or the legal repre­

53 sentative of the alleged father. * 

54 d. Regardless of its terms, an agreement, other than an agree­


55 ment approved by the court in accordance with section Hc. be­


56 tween an alleged or presumed father and the mother of the child,
 

57 shall not bar an action under this section.
 

58 e. If an action under this section is brought before the birth of
 

59 the child, all proceedings shall be stayed until after the birth, except
 

60 service of process and the taking of depositions to perpetuate
 

61 testimony. 'liThe court may consider the issue of medical expenses
 

62 and may order the alleged father to pay the reasonable expenses of
 

63 the mother's pregnancy and post-partum disability.·
 

64 f. This section does not extend the time within which a right of
 

65 inheritance or a right to succession may be asserted beyond the
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66 time provided by law 'relating to distribution and closmg of de­

67 cedents' estates or to the determination of heirship, or otherwise. 

1-2 9. a. The juvenile and domestic relations court·,· and where an 

3 action is joined with another action, the Superior Court·,· shall 

4 have jurisdiction over an action brought under this act. The action 

5 ·[may]· "'shall· be joined with an action for divorce, annulment, 

6 separate maintenance or support. 

'7 b. A person who has sexual intercourse m this State thereby 

8 submits to the jurisdiction of the courts of this State as to an action 

9 brought under this act with respect to a child who may have been 

10 conceived by that act of intercourse. In addition to any other 

11 method provided by law, personal jurisdiction may be acquired 

12 by service in accordance with the rules of the court. 

13 c. The action may be brought in the county in which the child 

14 or the alleged father resides or is found or, if the father is de~ 

15 ceased, in which proceedings for probate of his estate have been 

16 or could be commenced. 

1 10. The child may be made a party to the action. If the child is 

2 a minor and is made a party, a guardian ad litem may be appointed 

3 by the court to represent the child. The child's mother or father 

4 may not represent the child as guardian or otherwise. The court 

5 may appoint an attorney-at-law or an appropriate State agency 

6 as guardian ad litem for the child. ·[If the child is a minor and the 

7 case involves a lump sum paYment under subsection d. of section 16 

8 the child shall be made a party and an attorney-at-law or an appro­

9 priate State agency shall be appointed as guardian ad litem before 

10 the court orders a payment.]· The natural mother, each man pre­

II sumed to be the father under section 6, each man alleged to be the 

12 natural father, anyone whose name appears on the birth certificate, 

13 and anyone who has attempted to file an acknowledgment under 

14 section 6 whether or not effective to create a presumption of 

15 paternity shall be made parties or, if not subject to the jurisdiction 

16 of the court, shall be given notice of the action ill a manner pre­

17 scribed by the court and an opportunity to be heard. The court 

18 may align the parties. 

1 11. a. As soon as practicable after an action to declare the 

2 existence or nonexistence of the father and child relationship has 

3 been brought, a consent conference shall be held by the juvenile and 

4 domestic relations court intake service, the county probation de­

5 partment or the county welfare agency. **[An alternate]"· "A·· 

6 court appearance "[date]*'*' shall **[also]'** be scheduled, in the 

7 event that a consent agreement cannot be reached. 

8 b. On the basis of the information produced at the conference, 
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9 a'nappropriate recommendation for settlement shall be made to the 

10 parties, which may include any of the following: 

11 (1) That the action be dismissed with or without prejudice; or 

12 (2) That the alleged father voluntarily acknowledge his paternity 

13 of the child. 

14 c. If the parties accept a recommendation made in accordance 

15 ' with subsection b. "'which has been approved hy the court,'" judg­

15A ment shall be entered accordingly. 

16 d. If a party refuses to accept a recommedation made under 

17 subsection b. and blood tests or genetic tests have not been taken, 

18 the court """~sha1l]""" """may""" require the parties to submit to 

19 ,blood tests or genetic tests. Thereafter the "'juvenile and domestic 

20 relations court intake service with the approval of the'" court shall 

21 make an appropriate final recommendation. If a party refuses to 

21A accept the final reoommendation, the action shall be set for tri,al. 

22 e. The guardian ad litem may accept or refuse to accept a 

23 recommendation under this section. 

24 f. The consent conference may be terminated and the action set 

25 for trial if the court finds it unlikely that all parties would accept 

26 a recommendation that might be made under subsection b. or d. 

27 g. No evidence, testimony or other disclosure from the consent 

28 conference shall be admitted as evidence in a civil action except by 

29 consent of the parties. However, blood tests or genetic tests ordered 

30 pursuant to subsection d. may be admitted as evidence. 

1 12. a. An action under this act is a civil action governed by the 

2 rnlesof court. 

3 b. The trial shall be by the court without a jury"', unless a party to 

4 the action shall """file with the co?trt a written""" request """for""" 

5 a trial by jury within 10 days after service of the complaint"'. """The 

6 complaint shall contain a notice to all parties that they may 

7 request a jury trial within 10 days of the service of the complaint. """ 

1 13. a. The mother of the child and the alleged father are com­

2 petent to testify and may be compelled to testify. 

3 b. Upon refusal of any witness, including a party, to testify 

4 under oath or produce evidence, the court may order the witness 

5 to testify under oath and produce evidence concerning all relevant 

6 facts. If the refusal is upon the ground that the testimony or 

7 evidence might tend to incriminate the witness, the court"', after 

8 notice to the prosecutor,'" may grant the witness immunity from all 

'9 criminal liability on account of the testimony or evidence that the 

10 witness is required to produce. An order granting immunity bars 

11 prosecution of the 'witness for any offense shown in whole or in 

12 ~ part by testimony or evidence the witness is required to produce, 
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13 except for perjury committed in the testimony. The refusal of ~a 

14 witness, who has been granted immunity, to obey an order to testify 

15 or produce evidence is a civil contempt of the court. 

16 c. Testimony of a ,physician concerning the medical circum­

17 stances of the pregnancy and the condition and characteristics of 

18 the child upon birth is not privileged. 

19 d. Testimony relating to sexual access to the mother by any 

20 man at any time other than the probable time of conception of the 

21 child is inadmissible in evidence, unless offered by the mother. 

22 Before testimony relating to sexual access to the mother by an 

23 unidentified man at the probable time of conception may be intro­

24 duced, the court shall hold an in camera hearing to determine 

25 whether the evidence is sufficiently probative so that the interests 

26 of justice require its admission. 

27 e. In an action against an alleged father, uncorroborated evidence 

28 offered by him with respect to a man who is not subject to the 

29 jurisdiction of the court concerning his sexual intercourse with the 

30 mother at or about the probable time of conception of the child is 

31 admissible in evidence only if the other man has undergone blood 

32 tests or genetic tests the results of which do not exclude the possi­

33 bility of his paternity of the child and which tests are made avail­

34 able to the court. A man who is identified and is subject to the 

35 jurisdiction of the court shall be made a party in the action. 

1 14. a. The court may, and upon request of a party shall, require 

2 the child, mother, or alleged father to submit to blood tests or 

3 genetic tests. The tests shall be performed by a qualified expert 

4 appointed by the court. 

5 b. The court, upon reasonable request by a party, shall order 

6 that independent tests be performed by other qualified experts. 

7 c. 11he court shall determine the number and qualifications of 

8 the experts. 

9 d. The refusal to submit to blood tests or genetic tests or both 

10 may be admitted into evidence and shall give rise to the presump· 

11 tion that the results of the tests would have been unfavorable to 

12 the interests of the party refusing. Refusal to submit to blood tests 

13 or genetic tests, or both, is, also, subject to the sanctions within the 

14 jurisdiction of the court. 

15 e. Whenever blood tests or genetic tests are ordered and made, 

16 *[the testimony of the experts to]* the results thereof"'[,]· shall be 

17 **filed with the court and shall be** receivable in evidence, "pand 

18 expert testimony pertaining to the tests may be requested by the 

19 parties·]" but oniy in cases where definite exclusion is indicated 

20 or, wheTe a Human Leucocyte Antigen, electrophore,sis or i80­
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21 electric test is made, to also establish the po'sitive probability of 

22 parentage."Expert testimony pertaining to these tests may be 

23 requested by the parties. U The order for such blo'od tests, or 

24 genetic tests also may direet that the testimony of such experts 

25 ,and of the perslons so to be examined be taken by depo'sition. 

26 "The court upon application and for good cause shown may limit 

27 the admissibility of the blood tests or genetic tests." 

1 15. Evidence relating to paternity may include: 

2 a. Evidence of sexual intercourse between the mother and alleged 

3 father at any possible time of conception; 

4 b. An expert's opinion concerning the statistical probability of 

5 the alleged father's paternity based upon the duration of the 

6 mother's pregnancy; 

7 c. Genetic or blood tests, weighted in accordance with evidence, 

8 if available, of the statistical probability of the alleged father's 

9 paternity; 

10 d. Medical or anthropological evidence relating to the alleged 

11 father's paternity of the child based on tests performed by experts. 

12 If a man has been identified as a possible father of the child, the 

13 court may, and upon request of a party shall, require the child, the 

14 mother, and the man to submit to appropriate tests; and 

15 e. All other evidence ·on behalf of any party· relevant to the 

16 issue of paternity of the child. 

1 16. a. The judgment or order of the court determining the 

2 existence or non-existence of the parent and child relationship is 

3 determinative for all purposes. 

4 b. If the judgment or order of the court is at variance with the 

5 child's birth certificate, the court shall order that an amendment 

6 to the original birth record be made under section *[24]* ·22·. 

7 c. The judgment or order may contain any other provision 

8 directed against the appropriate party to the proceeding, concern­

9 ing the duty of support, the custody and guardianship of the child, 

10 visitation privileges with the child, the furnishing of bond or 

11 other security for the payment of the judgment, .. "'the repayment 

llA of any public assistance grant, U or any other matter in the best 

lIB interests of the child. The judgment or order may direct the 

12 father to pay the rea:sonable expenses of the mother'sl pregnancy 

13 and ·[confinement]* *post-partttm disability* ""'including repay­

14 ment to an agency which provided pttblic assistance funds for those 

14A expenses". 

15 d. Support judgments or orders ordinarily shall be for periodic 

16 payments which may vary in amount. In the best interests of the 

17 child·[, a lump sum payment or]· the purchase of an annuity may 
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18 be ordered ill lieu of periodic payments of support. The court may 

19 limit a parent's liability for past support of the child to the propor­

20 tion of the expenses already incurred that the court deems just. 

21 e. In determining the amount to be paid by a parent for support 

22 of the child and the period during which the duty of support is 

23 owed, a court enforcing the obligation of support shall consider 

24 all relevant facts, including the: 

25 (1) Needs of the child; 

26 (2) Standard of living and "'economic'" circumstances of "'[the 

27 parents]'" "'each parent"'; 

28 (3) ·[Relative financial means of the parents]'" "'Income and 

29 assets of each parent'" .., including any ptlblic asststance grant 

29A received by a parent"; 

30 (4) Earning ability of "'[the parents]'" "'each parent, including 

31 educational background, training, employment skills, work experi­

32 ence, custodial responsibility for children and the length of time 

33 and cost for each parent to obtain training or experience for appro­

34 priate employment'" ; 

35 (5) Need and capacity of the child for education, including higher
 

36 education;
 

37 (6) Age "'and health'" of the child "'and each parent"';
 

38 (7) "'[Financial resources and the]'" "'Income, assets and'" earn­

39 ing ability of the child;
 

40 (8) Responsibility of the parents for the support of others; and
 

41 (9) "'[Value of services contributed by the custodial parent]'"
 

42 "'Debts and liabilities of each child and parent*.
 

43 "'The factors set forth herein are not intended to be exhaustive.
 

44 The court may consider such other factors as 1/1,ay be appropriate
 

45 uruler the circumstances. '"
 

1 17. The court may order reasonable fees of counsel, experts, and 

2 the child's guardian ad litem, and other costs of the action and 

3 pre-trial proceedings, including blood or genetic tests, to be paid by 

4 the parties in proportions and at times determined by the court. 

1 18. a. If existence of the father and child relationship is declared, 

2 or paternity or a duty of support has been acknowledged or adjudi­

3 cated under this act or under prior law, the obligation of the father 

4 may be enforced in the same or other proceedings by the mother, 

5 and child, the public agency that has furnished or may furnish the 

6 reasonable expenses of pregnancy, "'[confinement]'" "'post-partum 

7 disability"', education, support, or burial, or by any other person, 

8 including a private agency, to the extent that the mother, child, 

~ person or agency has furnished or is furnishing these expenses. 

10 b. The court may order support payments to be made to the 
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11 mother, the clerk of the court, the appropriate county probation 

12 office, or a person, corporation, or agency designated to administer 

13 them for the benefit of the child under the supervision of the court. 

14 c. Willful failure to obey the judgment or order of the court is 

15 a civil contempt of the court. 

1 19. The court has continuing jurisdiction to modify or revoke 

2 a judgment or order·[: 

3 a. For future education and support, and 

4 b. With respect to matters listed in subsections c. and d. of 

5 section 16 and subsection b. of section 18, except that a court 

6 entering a judgment or order for the payment of a lump sum or the 

7 purchase of an annuity under subsection d. of section 16 may 

8 specify that the judgment or order may not be modified or re­

g voked]·. 

1 20. The child, the mother or personal representative of the child, 

2 the Division of Public Welfare in the Department of Human 

3 Services or the county welfare agency, the personal representative 

4 or a parent if the mother has died •or is a mino'I'·, a man alleged or 

5 alleging himself to be the father, the personal representative or a 

6 parent of the alleged father if the alleged father has died or is a 

7 minor, or any person with an interest recognized as justiciable by 

8 the court may bring an action to determine the existence or non­

g existence of a mother and child relationship. Insofar as practicable, 

10 the provisions of this act applicable to the father and child rela­

11 tionship apply. 

1 21. a. Any agreement in writing to furnish support for a child, 

2 growing out of a supposed or alleged father and child relationship, 

3 does not require consideration and is enforcable according to its 

4 terms, subject to subsection d. of section 8. 

5 b. In the best interests of the child or the mother, the court may 

6 and upon the request of the person agreeing to furnish support 

7 shall, order the agreement to be kept in confidence and designate 

~ a person or agency to receive and disburse on behalf of the child 

9 all amounts paid in performance of the agreement. 

1 22. a. Upon order of a court of this State or upon request of a 

2 court of another state, the local registrar ·01 vital statistics· shall 

3 prepare an amended birth record consistent with the findings of 

3A the court. 

4 b. The fact that the father and child relationship was declared 

5 after the child's birth shall not be ascertainable from the amended 

6 birth record but the actual place and date of birth shall be shown. 

7 c. The evidence upon which the amended birth record was made 

8 and the original birth certificate shall be kept in a sealed and confi­
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9 dential file and be subject to inspection only upon consent of the 

10 court and all interested persons, or in exceptional cases only upon 

11 an order of the court for compelling reasons clearly and convinc­

12 ingly shown. 

1 23. The following are repealed:
 

2 a. R. S. 9 :15-1 and R. S. 9 :15-2;
 

3 b. R. S. 9 :16-1 through R. S. 9 :16-4;
 

4 c. R. S.19:17-1 and R. S. 9:17-2;
 

5 d. R. S. 9:17-11 through R. S. 9:17-20;
 

6 e. R. S. 9 :17-23 through R. S. 9 :17-35 ;
 

7 f. N. J. S. 2A :83-2 and N. J. S. 2A :83-3.
 

1 24. This act shall take effect 120 days after enactment. 
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5 b. In the best interests of the child or the mother, the court may 

6 and upon the request of the person agreeing to furnish support 

7 shall, order the agreement to be kept in confidence and designate 

8 a person or agency to receive and disburse on behalf of the child 

9 all amounts paid in performance of the agreement. 

1 22. a. Upon order of a court of this State or upon request of a 

2 court of another state, the local registrar shall prepare an amended 

3 birth record consistent with the findings of the court. 

4 b. The fact that the father and child relationship was declared 

5 after the child's birth shall not be ascertainable from the amended 

6 birth record but the actual place and date of birth shall be shown. 

7 c. The evidence upon which the amended birth record was made 

8 and the original birth certificate shall be kept in a sealed and confi­

9 dential file and be subject to inspection only upon consent of the 

10 court and all interested persons, or in exceptional cases only upon 

11 an order of the court for compelling reasons clearly and convinc­

12 ingly shown. 

1 23. The following are repealed:
 

2 a. R. S. 9 :15-1 and R. S. 9 :15-2;
 

3 b. R. S. 9 :16--1 through R. S. 9 :16-4;
 

4 c. R. S. 19 :17-1 and R. S. 9 :17-2;
 

5 d. R. S. 9:17-11 through R. S. 9:17-20;
 

6 e. R. S. 9 :17-23 through R. S. 9 :17-35 ;
 

7 f. N. J. S. 2A:83--2 and N. J. S. 2A:83-3.
 

1 24. This act shall take effect 120 days after enactment. 

~~ STATEMENT 

This bit(, ~itled the " New Jersey P arentage Act," is based on 

the Uniform Parentage Act which was promulgated by the National 

Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 1973 and 

which has been adopted by approximately fifteen states. The New 

Jersey Parentage Act is intended to establish the principle that re­

gardless of the marital status of the parents, all children and 

parents have equal rights with respect to each other and to provide 

a procedure to establish parentage in disputed cases. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 888 
,vith Assembly committpp amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: OCTOBER 7, 1982 

Senate Bill No. 888, the New Jersey Parentage Act, is based on the 

Uniform Parentage Act which was promulgated by the National Con­

ference of Commissioners Oll Uniform State Laws in 1973 and which 

has been adopted by approximately fifteen states. The New Jersey 

Parentage Act is intended to eRtablish the principle that regardless of 

the marital status of the parents, all children and parents have equal 

rights with respect to each other and to provide a procedurp to eRtahliRh 

parentage in disputed cases. 

The following is a section by section description of the provisions of 

Senate Bill No. 888 as modified by the amendments adopted hy the 

Senate Judiciary Committee and the Assembly .Judiciar:", Law, Puhlic 

Safety and Defense Committee. 

Section 1 

Section I-Title-New Jersey Parentage Act. 

Sections 2 and 3 

Sections 2 and 3 the major substantive sections of Senate Bill No. 

888, establish the principle that regardless of the marital status of the 

parents, all children and all parents have equal rights with respect 

to each other. 

In establishing- this principle, Senate Bill No. 888 follows a line of 

recent U. S. Supreme Court decisions which have required equality of 

treatment in various areas of sustantive law. For example, in Trimble 

v. Gordon, 430 U. S. 762 (1977), it was held that a statute haring- all 

illegitimate child from inheriting from an intestate father was uncon­

stitutional as violative of the equal protecti0D: clause of the constitution. 

The Trimble holding was followed by New Jersey's Appellate Division 

in In re Estate of William J. Sharp, 163 N. J. Super 148 (App. Div., 

1978). 

Other examples of recent Supreme Court decisions mandating 

equality of treatment between legitimate and illegitimate children in­

clude Levy v. Lou,i8iama, 391 U. S. 68 (1968) which held unconstitutional 

a wrongful death statute which precluded recovery by illegitimate 
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children; Weber v. Aetna Casualty and Surety Co. 92 S. Ct. 872 .(1973)
 

which held that illegitimate children were entitled to workmen's com­


pensation benefits relating'to the death of their father and Gomez v.
 

Perez 93 S. Ct. 872 (1973) which held that illegitimate children have a
 

right to support by their father.
 

Section 4
 

Section 4 introduces the portion of Senate Bill No. 888 dealing with 

the ascertainment of parentage. One-third of all children receiving 

assistance under the Aid to Families with Dependent Children program 

are born out-of-wedlock. It is hoped that the mechanism provided in 

Senate Bill No. 888 will make the identification of a child's father easier 

and thereby reducing the number of children requiring public 

assistance. 

Section 4 specifically provides that a parent-child relationship 

between a child and the natural mother may be established by proof of 

her having given birth to the child or under the act. A parent and child 

relationship between a child and the natural father may be established; 

by a prior adjudication under the laws governing probate; by order of 

a court of another state or under the act. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendment to section 4 adds a sub­

section indicating that the rights of a natural parent may be terminated 

by a judgment of adoption or as the result of an action to terminate 

parental rights. 

Section 5 

Section 5 requires that any proceeding held under this act pe held 

in closed court. Section 5 also requires that the records of any pro­

ceeding or judgment under this act, except the final judgment or a 

b~rth ?ert:ificate, be confidential. 

Section 6 

Section 6 identifies a set of circumstances which create a presumption 

that a man is the father of a child. These presumptions are intended 

to facilitate the flow of benefits from the father to the child. 

_The circumstances set forth in this section creating a presumption of 

paternity are: 

1. The man and the child's mother were married when the child was 

born or the child is born within 300 days after the marriage is terminated 

by death or divorce; 

2. The man and child's mother have attempted to marry and the 

marriage is or could be declared invalid; 

3. After the birth of the child, the man and the child's mother marry 

or attemp~ to marry and he either acknowledges his paternity in writip.g; 

sought to have his name placed on the child's birth certificate; openly 
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holds out the child as his or is obligated to support the child under a 

written.agreement or court order; 

4. He received the child into his home and holds out the child as his; 

5. He provides support for the child and holds out the child as his ;01' 

6. He acknowledges his paternity in a writing filed with the local 

registrar and the mother does not dispute the acknowledgment. 

Any presumption raised by section 6 may be rebutted in appropriate 

circumstances by clear and convincing evidence. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendment to section 6 provides 

that in any action against the estate of a deceased alleged father, the 

criteria list as numbers 4 and 5 above should not constitute presump­

tions but shall be considered by the court together with all other 

evidence submitted. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendments also provide that where 

there is no presumption, the court shall decide on the existence of a 

parent-child relationship based on a preponderance of the evidence 

admitted at trial. 

Section 7 

Section 7 establishes that in the case of artificial insemination, the 

mother's husband is considered the natural father of the child and the 

donor of the semen used to inseminate the woman is not considered the 

father of the child. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendment to section 7 is technical. 

Section 8 

Section 8 deals with actions to declare or dispute the existence of a 

parent and child relationship. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendments redraft subsections a., 

b. and c. of section 8. New subsection a. provides that any action Jor 

determining the existence of a parent-child relationship may be brought 

by a child or the child's legal representative; the natural mother or her 

legal representative if she has died or is a minor; the alleged father or 

his representative if he has died or is a minor; the Division of Public 

Welfare; the county welfare agency or any other person with an interest 

recognized as justifiable by the court. 

New subsection b. provides that no action under this act may be 

brought more than five years after the child has attained the age of 

majority. 

New subsection c. provides that the death of the alleged father shall 

not cause the termination of any action to establish paternity and the 

action may be instituted or continued against his estate. 

. Section 8 also provides (1) that no agreement between the mother 

and. an alleged or presumed father will bar an action to ascertain 

paternity; (2). that if an action is brought before the birth of the child, 



all proceedings are stayed and (3) that section 8 does not extend the 

time within which a right of inheritance or to succession: must be 

asserted. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendments would also add 

language indicating that the court may order the alleged father to pay 

the costs of the mother's pregnancy and confinement. 

Section 9 

Section 9 deals with jurisdiction over actions brought under this aet. 

The primary jurisdiction is given to the juvenile and domestic relations 

court although an action may be joined with any action for divorce, 

annulment, separate maintenance or support. The action may be brought 

in the county in which the child or alleged father resides in or if the 

father is deceased, in the county in which probate proceedings have 

been commenced. Any person having sexual intercourse in New Jersey 

is deemed to have submitted to the jurisdiction of New Jersey's courts 

for actions brought with regard to a child who may have resulted from 

that act. 

The Senate Judicary Committee amendments would require the join­

ing of a paternity action with an action for divorce, annulment or 

support. 

Section 10 

Section 10 states that in any action a child may be made a party and 

may be represented by a guardian ad litem appointed by the court. 

The father or mother may not represent the child since their interests 

may conflict with those of the child. A lawyer or an appropriate state 

agency may be appointed as a guardian ad litem. The natural mother; 

each man presumed or alleged to be the father and any person whose 

name appears on the birth certificate or who has filed an acknowledgment 

shall also be made parties. 

Section 11 

Section 11 establishes a procedure for a consent conference to be 

held by the juvenile and domestic relations court intake service or the 

county probation department in cases brought under this act. The 

purpose of the consent conference is to minimize inconvenience and 

embarrassment. It is also hoped that the consent conference will 

facilitate the resolution of the case on a voluntary basis. 

Section 11 contemplates that on the basis of the information produced 

at the conference, a recommendation for settlement would be made to 

the parties. 'J.1hat l'eCOmmeildation may include dismissal of the action; 

or voluntary acknowledgment of patemity by the alleged father. 

The settlement procedures established by section 11 are voluntary. 

If any party, including the child's guardian ad litem, refuses to accept 

a settlement recommendation, the action will be set for trial. 
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The Senate Judiciary Committee amendments to section 11 provide: 

that the county welfare agency would receive notice of any consent 

conference; that any agreement reached between the parties would have 

court approval and that the juvenile and domestic relations court intake 

service would be responsible for making the recommended settlement. 

The Assembly Judiciary Committee amendments to section 11 would 

give the court discretion to receive blood testing results as evidence 

where good cause is shown. 

Section 12 

Section 12 provides that an action brought under this act is non-jury, 

civil action. 

The Senate Judiciary committee amendment would allow a party to 

request a trial by jury within 10 days after service of the complaint. 

The Assembly Judiciary Committee made a technical amendment to 

require that a notice regarding a request for a jury trial be contained 

in the complaint. 

Section 13 

Section 13 provides that if any witness including a party refuses to 

testify, the court may order him to testify. If the refusal is based on 

the grounds of self-incrimination, the court may grant immunity. 

Failure to testify after being granted immunity would constitute 

contempt. 

Section 13 also provides: 

1. That testimony by a physician at a preliminary hearing concerning 

the medical circumstances surrounding the child's birth will not be 

privileged; 

2. 'l'hat evidence relating to sexual access by the mother at any time 

other than the probable time of conception is inadmissable; testimony 

pertaining to sexual access at the probable time of conception will be 

admitted only after the court holds an in camera hearing to determine 

the evidence's probative value; and 

3. That uncorroborated evidence offered by an alleged father than 

another man who is not subject to the jurisdiction of the court had 

sexual intercourse with the mother at the probable time of conception 

is admissable only if that man has made available to the court blood 

or genetic tests which do not exclude the possibility of his paternity. 

'l'he Senate Judiciary Committee amendment would require the 

court to notify the county prosecutor before granting Imnmnity to 

witness under this section. 

Section 14 

Section 14 would permit the court to order the child, mother or alleged 

father to submit to blood or genetic tests. Refusal to submit to blood 

or genetic tests would give rise to the presumption that the results 
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would be unfavorable to the person refusing to submit to the tests.
 

Results qf .blood tests are admissable .where definite exclusion is in~
 

dicated. The results of Human Leucocyte Antigen tests and similar
 

tests are admissable to establish the positive probability of parentage.
 

'rhe Assembly JUdiciary Committee amendment would make the blood
 

test results admissible as a business record.
 

Section 15
 

Section 15 states that the following will be considered as evidence 

relating to paternity: evidence of sexual intercourse betweenthe mother 

and alleged father at any possible time of conception j an expert's 

opinion concerning the statistical probability of the alleged father's 

paternity; genetic 01' blood tests and medical or anthropological 

evidence. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendment is technical. 

Section 16 

Section 16 allows a wide range of court orders to be made relating 

to child support, custody, guardianship visitation privileges. Payment 

by the father of the mother's expenses relating to the pregnancy and her 

confinement may also be ordered. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee amendments to section 16 redraft 

the criteria to be used by the court in determining the amount of support. 

That list of factors includes: the age and needs of the child; the income 

and assets of each person; the standard of living of the parents and the 

value of services contributed by the custodial parent. 

Section 17 

Section 17 allows the court to apportion the cost of litigation, includ­

ing blood and genetic tests, among the parties. 

Section 18 

Section 18 permits the court to order support payments to be made 

to the mother, the clerk of the court, the county probation office or any 

person or agency designated to administer them for the benefit of the 

child. 

Section 19 

As modified by the amendments, section 19 gives the court continuing 

jurisdiction to modify or revoke orders issued under the act. 

Section 20 

Section 20 permits the child, the mother or child's personal repre­

sentative, Public Welfare or the county welfare agency, her parent or 

representative if the mother died, the alleged father, his parent or 

representative if the father has died or is a minor and any other person 

with a justiciable interest to bring an action to determine the existence 

or nonexistence of a mother-child relationship. 

l::3ectiOll 21 

\ 



7
 

Section 21 provides that any written agreement to furnish child 

support based on an alleged father-child relationship is enforceable 

and does not require consideration. In the best interest of the child 

or mother, the agreement may be kept confidential. 

Section 22 

Section 22 provides for the issuance of an amended birth certificate 

after a declaration of paternity under the provisions of the act. The 

fact that the father-child relationship was established after the child's 

birth shall not be ascertainable from the amended birth certificate and 

the original birth certificate shall be kept confidential. 

Section 23 

Section 23 repeals existing statutes relating to bastardy proceedings 

which are to be replaced by the provisions of this act. 

Section 24 

Section 24 provides that Senate Bill No. 888 shall take effect 120 

days following enactment. 



'SENATE JUDICIARy'<:OMM~TTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 888 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: ,JUNE 21, 1982 

Senate Bill N'o. 888, the New Jersey Parentage Ad, is based 011 

the Uniform Parentage Act which was prolIlulgatL'd by the National 

Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 1973 and 

which has been adopted by approximately fifteen states. The New 

.Jersey Parentage Act is intended to establish the principle that regard­

less of the marital status of the parents, all children and parents have 

equal rights with respect to each other and to provide a procedure to 

.establish parentage in disputed cases. Since Senate Bill No. 888 was 

·listed on the committee's agenda in March, there has been a series of 

meetings between the bill's sponsor, the Commission on Sex Discrimina­

:tion in the Statutes and the Family Law Section of the Bar Association. 

:As-a-result of those meetings, attached are proposed committee amend­

ments for your review. 

The following is a section by section description of the provisions 

of Senate Bill No. 888 as llIodified by the proposed amendments. 

Beotion .1 

Section I-Title-New Jersey Parentage Act 

Sections 2 and 3 

Sections 2 and 3, the major substantive sections of Senate Bill 

No. 888, establish the principle that regardless of the marital status 

of the parents, all children and all parents have equal rights with 

respect to each other. 

In establishing this principle, Senate Bill No. 888 follows a line of 

recent U. S. Supreme Court decisions which have required equality of 

treatment in various areas of sustantive law. For example, in Trimble 

,v. Gordon, 430 U. S. 762 (1977), it was held that a statute barring an 

iiI~gftiinat~ child from inheriting from an 'intestate father was uncon­

.Btitutional as violative of the equal protection clause of the constitution. 

The Trimble holding was followed by New Jersey's Appellate Division 
.\.: . 
in In re Estate of William J. Sharp, 163 N. J. Super 148 (App. Div., 

1978). 
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Other examples of recent Supreme Court decisions mandating equality 

of treatment between legitimate and illegitimate children include Levy 

v. Louisiana, 391 U S. 68 (1968) which held unconstitutional a wrongful 

death statute which precluded recovery by illegitimate children; Weber 

v. Aetna Casualty and Surety Co, 92 S. Ct. 872 (1973) which held that 

illegitimate children were entitled to workmen's compensation benefits 

relating to the death of their father and Gomez v. Perez 93 S. Ct. 872 

(1973) which held that illegitimate children have a right to support by 

their father. 

Section 4 

Section 4 introduces the portion of Senate Bill No. 888 dealing with 

the ascertainment of parentage. One-third of all children receiving 

assistance under the Aid to Families with Dependent Children program 

are born out-of-wedlock. It is hoped that the mechanism provided in 

Senate Bill No. 888 will make the identification of a child's father 

easier and thereby reducing the number of children requiring public 

assistance. 

Section 4 specifically provides that a parent-child relationship between 

a child and the natural mother may be established by proof of her 

having given birth to the child or under the act. A parent and child 

relationship between a child and the natural father may be established; 

by a prior adjudication under the laws governing probate; by order of 

a court of another state or under the act. 

The committee amendment to section 4 adds a subsection indicating 

that the rights of a natural parent may be terminated by a judgment 

of adoption or as the result of an action to terminate parental rights. 

Section 5 

Section 5 requires that any proceeding held under this act be held 

in closed court. Section 5 also requires that the records of any pro­

ceeding or judgment under this act, except the final judgment or a 

birth certificate, be confidential. 

Section 6 

Section 6 identifies a set of circumstances which create a presumption 

that a man is the father of a child. These presumptions are intended 

to facilitate the flow of benefits from the father to the child. 

The circumstances set forth in this section creating a presumption of 

paternity are: 

1. The man and the child's mother were married when the child was 

born or the child is born within 300 days after the marriage is terminated 

by death or divorce; 
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2. The man and child's mother have attempted to marry and the 

marriage is or could be declared invalid; 

3. After the birth of the child, the man and the child's mother marry 

or attempt to marry and he either acknowledges his paternity in writing; 

sought to have his name placed on the child's birth certificate; openly 

holds out the child as his or is obligated to support the child under a 

written agreement or court order; 

4. He received the child into his home and holds out the child as his; 

5. He provides support for the child and holds out the child as his; or 

6. He acknowledges his paternity in a writing filed with the local 

registrar and the mother does not dispute the acknowledgment. 

Any presumption raised by section 6 may be rebutted in appropriate 

circumstances by clear and convincing evidence. 

The committee amendlnent to section 6 provides that in any action 

against the estate of a deceased alleged father, the criteria list as 

numbers 4 and 5 above should not constitute presumptions but shall be 

oonsidered by the court together with all other evidence submitted. 

The committee amendments also provides that where there is no 

presumption, the court shall decide on the existence of a parent-child 

relationship based on a preponderance of the evidence admitted at trial. 

Seetio·n 7 

Section 7 establishes that in the case of artificial insemination, the 

mother's husband is considered the natural father of the child and the 

donor of the semen used to inseminate the woman is not considered the 

father of the child. 

AMENDMENT: The proposed amendment to section 7 is technical. 

Section 8 

Section 8 deals with actions to declare or dispute the existence of a 

parent and child relationship. 

The committee amendments redraft subsections a., b. and c. of section 

8. New subsection a. provides that any action for determining the 

existence of a parent-child relationship may be brought by a child or 

the child's legal representative; the natural mother or her legal repre­

sentative if she has died or is a minor; the alleged father or his 

representative if he has died: or is a minor; the Division of Public 

Welfare; the county welfare agency or any other person with an 

interest recognized as justifiable by the court. 

New subsection b. provides that no action under this act may be 

brought more than 5 years after the child has attained the age of 

majority. 

New subsection c. provides that the death of the alleged father shall 

not cause the termination of any action to establish paternity and the 

action may be instituted or continued against his estate. 



Section 8 also provides -(1) that no agreement between the niother 

and an alleged or presumed father will bar an action to ascertain 

paternity; (2) that if an action is brought before the birth of the child, 

all proceedings are stayed and (3) that section 8 does not extend the 

tiine within which a right of inheritance or to succession must be 

asserted. 

The committee amendments would also add language indic!l-ting that 

the court may order the alleged father to pay the costs of the mothe.r's 

pregnancy and confinement. 

Section 9 

Section 9 deals with jurisdiction over actions brought under this act. 

The primary jurisdiction is given to the juvenile and domestic relations 

court although an action may be joined wth any action for divorce, 

annulment, separate maintenance or support. The action may be brought 

in the county in which the child or alleged father resides in or if the 

father is deceased, in the county in which probate proceedings have 

been commenced. Any person having sexual intercourse in New Jersey 

is deemed to have submitted to the jurisdiction of New Jersey's courts 

for actions brought with regard to a child who may have resulted from 

that act. 

The committee amendments would require the joining of a paternity 

action with an action for divorce, annulment or support. 

Section 10 

Section 10 states that in any action a child may be made a party and 

may be represented by a guardian ad litem appointed by the court. 

The father or mother may not represent the child since their interests 

may conflict with those of the child. A lawyer or an appropriate state 

agency may be appointed as a guardian ad litem. The natural mother; 

each man presumed or alleged to be the father and any person whose 

name appears on the birth certificate or who has filed an acknowledgment 

shall also be made parties. 

Section 11 

Section 11 establishes a procedure for a consent conference to be 

held'by the juvenile and domestic .relations court intake -service or the 

county probation department in cases brought under this act. The 

purpose of the consent conference is to minimize inconvenience and 

embarrassment. It is also -hoped that the consent conference will 

facilitate the .resolution of the case on a volunta.ry basis. . _­

--Sectionl1 contemplates that onthe basis ofth.e information produced 

at the confe.rence, a recommendation for settlement would be -made -to 

the parties. That recommendation may include dismissal of the action; 

or voluntaryacknowledgmel1.t of paternity by the alleged father.:. 
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The settlement procedures established by section 11 are voluntary. 

If any party, including the child's guardian ad litem, refuses to accept 

a settlement recommendation, the action will be set for trial. 

The committee amendments to section 11 would provide: that the 

county welfare agency would receive notice of any consent conference; 

that any agreement reached between the parties would have court: 

approval and that the juvenile and domestic relations eourt intake 

service would be responsible for making the recommended settlement.. 

Section 12 

Section 12 provides that an action brought under this act is a non-jury, 

civil action. 

The committee amendment would allow a party to request a trial by 

jury within 10 days after service of the complaint. 

Section 13 

Section 13 provides that if any witness including a party refuses to 

testify, the court may order him to testify. If the refusal is based on 

the grounds of self-incrimination, the court may grant immunity. 

Failure to testify after being granted immunity would constitute 

contempt 

Section 13 also provides: 

1. That testimony by a physician at a preliminary hearing concerning 

the medical circumstances surrounding the child's birth wfll not be 

privileged; 

2. That evidence relating to sexual access by the mother at any time 

other than the probable time of conception is inadmissable; testimony 

pertaining to sexual access at the probable time of conception will be 

admitted only after the court hOlds an in camera hearing to determine 

the evidence's probative value; and 

3. That uncorroborated evidence offered by an alleged father than 

another man who is not subject to the jurisdiction of the court had 

sexual intercourse with the mother at the probable time of conception 

is admissable only if that man has made available to the court blood 

or genetic tests which do not exclude the possibility of his paternity. 

The committee amendment would require the court to notify the 

county prosecutor before granting immunity to witness under this 

section. 

Section 14 

Section 14 would permit the court to order the child, mother or 

~ilegedfather to submit to blood or genetic tests.. Refusal to submit 

to blood or genetic tests \V-ould give rise to the presumption that the 

results would be unfavorable to the perso~ refusing to submit to the 
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tests. Results of blood tests are admissable where definite exclusion 

is indicated. The results of Human Leucocyte Antigen tests and similar 

tests are admissable to establish the positive probability of parentage. 

Section 15 

Section 15 states that the following will be considered as evidence 

relating to paternity: evidence of sexual intercourse between the 

mother and alleged father at any possible time of conception; an 

expert's opinion concerning the statistical probability of the alleged 

father's paternity; genetic or blood tests and medical or anthropological 

evidence. 

The committee amendment is technical. 

Section 16 

Section 16 allows a wide range of court orders to be made relating 

to child support, custody, guardianship visitation privileges. Payment 

by the father of the mother's expenses relating to the pregnancy and 

her confinement may also be ordered. 

The committee amendments to section 16 redraft the criteria to be 

used by the court in determining the amouut of support. That list of 

factors includes: the age and needs of the child; the income and assets 

of each person; the standard of living of the parents and the value of 

services contributed by the custodial parent. 

Section 17 

S,ection 17 allows the court to apportion the cost of litigation, includ­

ing blood and genetic tests, among the parties. 

Section 18 

Section 18 permits the court to order support payments to be made 

to the mother, the clerk of the court, the county probation office or any 

person or agency designated to administer them for the benefit of the 

child. 

Section 19 

As modified by the proposed amendments, section 19 gives the court 

continuing jurisdiction to modify or revoke orders issued under the act. 

Section 20 

Section 20 permits the child, the mother or child's personal repre­

sentative, Public Welfare or the county welfare agency, her parent or 

representative if the mother died, the alleged father, his parent or 

representative if the father has died or is a minor and any other person 

with a justiciable interest to bring an action to determine the existence 

or nonexistence of a mother-child relatiOllship. 
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Section 21 

Section 21 provides that any written agreement to furnish r.1lild 

support based on an alleged father-ehild rplationship if', enforceable 

and does not require consideration. In the best interest of the child 

or mother, the agreement may be kept confidential. 

Section 22 

Section 22 provides for the issuance of an amended birth certificate 

after a declaration of paternity under the provisions of the act. The 

fact that the father-child relationship was established after the child's 

birth shall not be ascertainable from the amended birth certificate and 

the original birth certificate shall be kept confidential. 

Section 28 

Section 23 repeals existing statutes relating to hastardy proceedings 

whicb are to be replaced by tbe provisions of this act. 

Section 24 

Section 24 provides that Senate Bill No. 888 shall take effect 120 

days following enactment. 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVER:;o~ 

co:nACT: O.i=:L GOLDEll 

Gov~r~or ~ho~~s H. K~2n to~ay signed legislation to r~quire p2rsons
 

',;~:o (;p~l.J' fo~ c !.:oped license OJ' lecrn21"s peri:iit to furnish proof of
 

Tr.~ legisl2.tion, 5-335, \','as sponsored by Senator C. Louis Bassano,
 

R·,Un18n.
 

It would require an applicant for a permit or a license to furnish' 

proof that he or she is 15 years of age. It ~ould also require that 

. pnlOT of identity be furnished once for the perr.:it and once again for the 

actual operator's license. 

The legislation is designed to overcome situ~tions in which permits or
 

licen~es have been issued to those under the age of 1& years of age. The
 

ie;islction is effective 45 days frDm date of enactment.
 

Th~ Governor also signed: 

S-88~, sponsored by Senator l':ynona Lipman, D-Essex, to establish the 

principle that children born out of wedlock have the same rights to parent-

child relationships and to benefits from their parents as children born in 

wedlock. The legislation is designed to facilit2.te attempts by the Division 

of Public Welfare to obtain support from fathers who refuse to admit paternity. 

sponsored by Assemblyman John Doyle, D-Ocean, to increase from
 

25 percent to 50 percent the ~rnount of capital f~n~s which state-chartered
 

ban~s m~y invest in real property used in the op~ration of their business.
 

;.-ES9, sponsored by hssemblyman Richard Van\':~gner, D-I'\onmouth, to provide 

for b'o additional "Chadty Racing Days for the ~e·.. elop:nentally Disabled" at 

each r~ce tr~ck in the state. Currently, each t~ack est~blishes one day 

~~r y~~r for th~ charity. 
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